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N othing… Not a
      thing… I have to
pen a column for the
November newsletter
and I’ve got nothing…
I can’t think of a single

thing to write about.
I suppose I could write about the

weather… It’s been raining for roughly 40
days and 40 nights… I’m about to search
the internet for the blueprints for Noah’s
Arc.

DACS needs your input
and your ideas.

I’ve been a member of DACS for
roughly 12 years now. In that time I’ve been
privileged to work with an incredibly tal-
ented and dedicated group of people. Sev-
eral of the faces have changed over the
years but the commitment remains.

We can’t do it alone. We need your in-
put and ideas. We need members who are
willing to share some of their time by:

• Writing – Our newsletter, dacs.doc
is looking for contributions. You can write
a review of the General Meeting, review
software or write about anything technol-
ogy-related.

• Marketing & Public Relations –
DACS is a 300 plus member organization
that is remarkably unknown. We need to
do a better job spreading the word about
DACS. We need you help to build a com-
prehensive marketing and public relations
plan for DACS.

Annual Meeting &
Board Elections

It’s election season again. Each Decem-
ber, we host our annual meeting and hold
elections for half of the seats on board of
directors. This year there are six seats up for
election. If you’re interested in running for
a seat on the board of directors contact any
officer or director. Our e-mail addresses and
phone numbers are in the newsletter.

News Bytes
Next Generation Treo – Palm, Inc. has

announced that its next Treo smart phone
will use Microsoft’s Windows Mobile op-
erating system, rather than the Palm OS.
I’m really not surprised that Palm has em-
braced Windows Mobile.

Why? Palm’s once dominant market
share has been shrinking quickly over the
last couple of years. While overall sales of
PDAs have been declining slowly, sales of
PalmOS-based PDAs have been shrinking
faster than those of Windows Mobile based
PDAs. That, coupled with an uncertain fu-
ture for the PalmOS—developer
PalmSource Inc. was acquired by Access
Co.—makes Palm’s choice seem like a no-
brainer in my book.

I suspect we’ll be seeing more Win-
dows Mobile based devices from Palm in
the coming months.

Video iPod – Apple has finally released
a video ready iPod… Two predictions:

1. The new iPod will soon become a
home for iPorn.

2. The unions representing actors and
writers will soon demand residuals for paid
programming delivered over the internet.

Spyware lawsuit – One of the advan-
tages to reading blogs is that you find links
to articles or columns that may not have seen
otherwise. A case in point is the October 11th

column by Eric J Sinrod in USA Today.
Sinrod’s column details a federal trial court
ruling in the case of Sotelo v. Direct Rev-
enue. In its ruling, the court held that the
ancient legal doctrine of trespass to chattels
(meaning trespass to personal property) ap-
plies to the interference caused to home com-
puters by spyware.

The full column is available online at
<http://www.usatoday.com/tech/columnist/
ericjsinrod/2005-10-11-spyware_x.htm>.
It’s worth reading.

That’s it for this month… Your com-
ments & questions are always welcome.
You can reach me at jasetaro@mags.net
or jasetaro@yahoo.com.

Cheers,
—JEFF SETARO
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (jasetaro@yahoo.com)

Vice Presidents: Gene Minasi, Jamie Yates, Gloria Arnold
SECRETARY: Lisa Leifels  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

PrPrPrPrProoooogggggrrrrramamamamam NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 acollens@dacs.org
Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 rcorzo@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 gallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 jscheef@yahoo.com
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@yahoo.com
Jamie Yates (203) 746-0892 jyates@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan Ostergren: (860) 210-0047; dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM: Jamie Yates • WEB MASTER: Scott Preston (spreston@mags.net)
PR: Gloria Arnold (pr@dacs.org) • APCUG LIAISON: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330 • WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

DIRECTORS’ NOTES, Continued on page 4

A regular meeting of your Board of Di-
 rectors was held at the Resource

Center on Monday, October 10, 2005.
Present were Messrs. Berger, Cohen, Corzo,
Keane, Preston, Scheef, Setaro, and Yates.
Also present was Lisa Leifels. President Jeff
Setaro presided and Secretary Lisa Leifels
kept the record. Minutes of the last meeting
held on September 12, 2005 were approved.
In the absence of Charles Bovaird, we did
not receive the treasurer’s report.

 Bruce Preston has agreed to do a pre-
sentation on moving music from LP’s to
CD and iPod at the November General
Meeting using the software Audio Surgeon
from Voyetra. John Patrick will be talking
about the future of the internet at the De-
cember General Meeting. Jim Scheef of-
fered to talk about using Open Office 2.0
in both the Linux and Windows operating
systems at the January General Meeting.

Bill Keane suggested that it might be a
good idea to give away a copy of Audio
Surgeon’s Voyetra software at Bruce’s pre-
sentation.

Jamie Yates has commitments for future
presentations in 2006 on the following top-
ics: AutoCAD, SmartHome and Apple.  Ri-
chard Corzo will contact Dave Marra after
the first of the year to find out when he can
do the Apple presentation. Jim Scheef sug-
gested having a presentation showing people
how to use the Linux operating system. Jamie
Yates suggested that Mozilla’s Firefox
browser software would be another interest-
ing topic and Mozilla’s Thunderbird email
software could also be included.

Jamie Yates suggested that we add a
block section to the newsletter to publicize
what was given away as a door prize at the
General Meeting. He also said it might be
a good idea to cross advertise our meet-
ings to some of the other computer user
groups that are close by.

Jim Scheef thought it would be a good
idea to publicize more than one of the up-
coming meetings in advance on the post-
ers that are distributed. Jamie Yates thought
we should advertise two months at a time.
He also suggested that we start keeping a
list of the locations of where we are put-
ting the posters that announce the upcom-
ing general meetings.

Howie Berger spoke to Amanda Castro
at WestConn, who is in charge of Commu-
nity Service. She is going to give him a few
names of people who are willing to video-
tape the general meetings and edit the raw
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Directors’ Notes, Continued from page 3

Turn your PC into a
recording studio

By Jamie Yates

Meeting Previewfootage for community service hours. He
also thought it might be helpful to recruit
a few additional people to fulfill their com-
munity service hours by assisting in the
marketing of DACS.

Howie also offered to speak to some-
one at the Danbury News-Times to find
out what our advertising options are and
explore how we can get an article pub-
lished announcing one of our upcoming
meetings. He will also look into advertis-
ing in the local free newspapers such as
the Spectrum in New Milford and the Citi-
zen News in New Fairfield and Sherman.

-LISA LEIFELS

AT OUR NOVEMBER 8 General
Meeting—note the date change—
DACS’ resident guru, Bruce

Preston, will sound off on digital record-
ing. Always interesting
and informative, Bruce
will describe and dem-
onstrate the process of
converting LPs and
other analog media to
digital audio files.

First there was
Edison’s phonograph. It
provided analog repro-
duction via an acoustic
horn. Later, with the invention of the vacuum
tube (another Edison invention) and the
birth of electronics, the sound output was
amplified. This was followed by many de-
cades of refinement, including changes of
media. Instead of cylinders we had flat disks
spinning at 78 rpm, 45 rpm, or 33-1/3 rpm.
Monophonic evolved into stereo, which pre-
served the sound separation of a live perfor-
mance. Another media became available—
magnetic tape, in reel-to-reel, cassette, and the
still-born 8-track format. These were all ser-
viceable for recording music, but didn’t lend
themselves to home editing.

With the availability of digital process-
ing in home computers, things have
changed. It is now possible to directly

record in digital format, or to convert ana-
log to digital. Once in binary format, your
recording can be manipulated in much the
same way as you would use a word pro-

cessing program. For
example, it becomes

possible to remove pops,
clicks and background

noise from a recording. You
may assemble your own play list,

rearrange the selections or delete un-
loved songs, and then burn a CD that

will work in your stereo system,
computer, car, walkman, or an MP3
device, such as an Apple iPod.

If you want to preserve your old music
library on the new digital media, or have friends
that do, be sure to come to our November Gen-
eral Meeting. You’ll learn how to create a per-
sonal recording studio on your own home com-
puter or laptop.

DACS General Meetings are held at
Danbury Hospital auditorium. Activities
begin at 7 p.m. with informal networking
and Random Access Q&A, followed by
general business and a brief intermission.
The evening program commences at 8:00.

Also, prepare for our Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6, General Meeting, where we will
have our annual assessment of The Fu-
ture of the Internet, by cyberspace
prophet, John Patrick.

New Members
9-19-2005  to 10-24-2005

1) Peter Wehr
2) Edward Kramer
3) Morton Warnow

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more? Find all that
plus food for thought at the meeting after the meeting—the DACS PIG SIG.

THIS  IS YOUR LAST

NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on
your mailing label reads

EXP 8\2005
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

Contact Jeff Setaro at dacsprez@
dacs.org, and say “I want to make a
difference for DACS.”

DACS Elections are
coming in December

Be a candidate
for the Board
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Meeting Review

Having a safe drive on the
information highway

By Jamie Yates

GENE BARLOW HAS A simple
business plan: define a consumer
need and select a line of products

that fulfill that need; then find a distinct
group of consumers
who can benefit from
your product and
your expertise. As a
founder of User
Group Relations,
Gene has become a
leading source of
software applica-
tions and practical
information to com-
puter enthusiasts on
how to protect their
data and their hard
drives from Internet
outlaws and mali-
cious hackers, as
well as from the un-
intended conse-
quences of Murphy’s
Law.

At our October 4
General Meeting,
Gene gave a hard-driving presentation of
the products he represents. His focus was
on how to maintain the integrity of hard
drives and the data stored on them, and
his talk was both informative and thought
provoking—evidenced by the lines of
members waiting after the meeting to buy
his products for sale at significantly re-
duced user group rates.

During his presentation, these are
some of the products that Gene described:

For Internet Security:
Gene spoke about ShadowUser Pro,

which when run in ShadowMode™ pro-
vides a safe computing environment by
creating a virtual twin of your PC. You
can later restore the pre-ShadowMode™
system state, no matter what has happened
to the PC. At anytime, authorized users
can save changes to the system, save se-
lected files and folders, or simply return
the system to its pre-ShadowMode state.

Acronis Privacy Expert Suite 8.0, is
a comprehensive anti-spyware and secu-
rity suite that includes proactive real time
protection against spyware, adware,

keyloggers, and other malicious programs.
It also provides value-added security
tools, such as File Shredder, Drive
Cleanser, Internet Cleanup, System

Cleanup, Application Traces Cleanup,
Pop-up Blocker,  and Paging File
Cleaner.

WhiteCanyon SecureClean 4.0,
which isolates and removes unneeded
information (windows often stores un-
needed traces of your personal infor-
mation, including passwords, credit
card numbers, and previously deleted
data and email) from your computer,
making it impossible for cyber crimi-
nals to steal your data. Don’t just rely
on your firewall to protect you—what
isn’t there can’t be stolen.

WhiteCanyon WipeDrive 3.0 /
MediaWiper. With WipeDrive, you can
securely overwrite and remove ALL the
information on a hard disk before giv-
ing it away or discarding it, giving you
the peace of mind you deserve.
MediaWiper is WipeDrive for Win-
dows. MediaWiper can safely and se-
curely erase data on partitions, memory
cards (compact flash, MMC, memory
stick, smart media, IBM Microdrives,

etc.), USB drives, diskettes, hard drives,
zip disks, and more! No need to reboot the
computer to wipe your drives. MediaWiper
even reformats the drive for you, so you
can begin using it again right away. The only
disk MediaWiper cannot erase is your Win-
dows operating system drive (if Windows
is running).

For hard drive organization:
Acronis Disk Director Suite 9.0

which brings together the most popular
disk management functions in a single
suite. Included are Partitioning,
Multibooting, Disk editing, and Partition
recovery utilities. Reorganize your PC for
better performance and data safety.
Resize, copy and move partitions without
losing your data. Install and boot multiple
operating systems. Automated and manual
modes for beginning and advanced users.
This excellent product does everything
that the PartitionMagic product does, and
then some.

Laplink PCmover, which will whisk
your old programs and data to your new
computer quickly and easily, giving you
the best of all worlds: the performance and
excitement of a new computer, along with
the familiar feel and functionality of your
old, loyal system.

For hard drive backup:
Acronis True Image 9.0, a com-

plete disk imaging, system backup and
restore for workstations and home PCs.
Acronis True Image 9.0 allows you to
create an exact disk image for complete
system backup, providing the most
comprehensive data protection. With
version 9 you can also back up specific
files and folders separate from your full
images. This lets you back up your im-
portant data files more frequently than
your full hard drive. After a system fail-
ure you can restore the entire system,
or simply replace lost files and folders
from your disk backup. This is a must
have program for your PC.

At the end of his presentation Gene
held a drawing for a free copy of
Acronis True Image.

Additional information, and the prod-
ucts he represents, can be found at Gene’s
web site (www.ugr.com). If you missed this
meeting you can still get the products at his
web site for user group prices.

JAMIE is DACS program director, and a
prolific volunteer in the area community
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Special Interest Groups

SIG News & Events

Access. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Access,
and with SQL Server as a back-end to the database program.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  Nov 1

Advanced Operating Systems. Explores OS/2, Linux, and NT op-
erating systems. For info, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032.
Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Nov 9

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net).
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 2

Excel/Math. Review of mathematics with emphasis on program-
ming spreadsheets for business applications.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@mags.net).
Meets on 3rd Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Nov 17

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching and printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com).
Meets last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 30

Investment Strategies. Discusses various investment strate-
gies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: Nov 17

Jobs. Networking and discussion of the jobs search environment.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@mags.net).
Meets on 3rd Friday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux op-
erating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 16

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo (macsig@dacs.org)
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: Nov 3

Microcontroller.  Investigates microcontroller applications from
theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: In hiatus until further notice.

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.
Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets on 3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 21

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys mainte-
nance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@mags.net).
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Dec 22

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications, in-
cluding Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Nov 10

Visual Basic. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 2

Wall Street. Examines Windows stock Market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 28

Web Design. Applications for designing and creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 15

SIG NOTES: November 2005

SIG Notes, Continued on page 9

Access.  Because of the rescheduling of the General Meet-
ing to the night that is usually used by the Access SIG, the
Access SIG will meet on Tuesday, November 1st.  We will
resume our regular meeting schedule (we meet one week
after the General Meeting) in December.
      In addition to our usual “how do I?” type sessions, the
Access SIG will now be spending portions of the meeting
working with SQL Server as a back-end to MS Access.

C#dotNet SIG. In our customary fashion, we began with
random questions. Wayne wanted to know more about Web
sites and pages on them. Chuck explained the use of IIS
to construct a virtual directory, and Wayne added to his
notes. We then continued with an important announcement.

Greg Austin is in the INETA Program and wished to share
news with us about his forthcoming presentation to the
dotNET SIG on 7 December. He has some demos that are
coordinated with the Microsoft Visual Studio Launch Event
and he will brief us on the newer tools for developers and
other devotees of C#.
       Claude then gave a talk on logical inferences in de-
veloping and troubleshooting code. He is probing this topic
and hoped to prompt a group of knowledgeable craftsmen
in this industrial art to make suggestions. This group re-
sponded well with a plethora of insights into factors that
influence construction of correct, workable code. This
speaker is much encouraged to return to his homework
armed with appropriate guideposts to success.
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November 2005November 2005November 2005November 2005

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7:00 PM
Access

Bruce Preston
203 431-2920

2

4 PM Internet Prog.
7 PM Visual Basic

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

3

Macintosh
7:00 PM

Richard Corzo
macsig@dacs.org

4 5

6 7 8

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

9

7:30 PM
Advanced OS

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

10

7:00 PM
SERVER

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

11 12

13 14

7:00 PM
Board of Directors

15

Web Design
Anna Collens
203 746-5922

16

7:30 PM
LINUX

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

17
7:00 PM
MATH

Charles Bovaird
203 792-7881

7:30 PM
INVESTMENT
Paul Gehrett

203 426-8436

18 19

DACS.DOC
DEADLINE

20 21
Opensource Web

Program.
7:00 PM

John Lansdale
914-533-2002

22 23 24

Thanksgiving

25 26

27 28

7:00 PM
WALL STREET

Phil Dilloway
203 367-1202

29 30

7:00 PM
Digital Imaging

Ken Graff
203 775-6667

Oct 2005

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Dec 2005

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Danbury Area Computer Society
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Commentary

Circuit Rider
Version 3.5

By Jim Scheef

Some Miscellaneous News

IF YOU, LIKE ME, were a fan of The
Screen Savers on the old Tech TV
channel on cable, you’ll be glad to

know that Leo Laporte is back on the same
channel (now called G4 TV) with his old
show, Call for Help. In Charter Cable terri-
tory, the show
‘airs’ (ethers?)
each weekday at
9am. I have my
DVR set to keep
one recorded show
on disk all the time,
so I can get a quick
fix when I have the
time. “Fix” in this
context has a
double meaning, in
that Leo serves up
fixes to PC prob-
lems, and watching
a geek show settles my nerves.

Call for Help is low-key geek, which
may be good or bad, depending on your
point of view. There are no segments on
“mods” with wild paint schemes – just tips
on how to make your computer do what you
want and then keep it that way. And my fa-
vorite part, the interviews. Leo was the
master of the interviews on the old Screen
Savers, and he still does a great job. On the
down side, the interview guests are not the
industry luminaries that they used to get.
Hopefully that will change with time. One
unusual aspect of the show is the calls them-
selves – they come from either Canada or
Australia. How the producers make this
time warp work is not explained.

Windows is 20
Did you see the new issue of PC Maga-

zine? I had forgotten to mark my calen-
dar and would have missed the 20th anni-
versary of Windows® if they had not put
together a special double issue. No doubt
the double issue is to honor the size of the
code in Windows. Windows 1.0 shipped
in November, 1985. In those early days
Windows had a lot of competition from
such products as TopView, GEM, OS/2,
DESQview, and (dare I say it?) Geoworks.
Personally, I managed to ignore all of
these along with Windows for about five

years–as did most people. I did use a prod-
uct that I think was called Virtual Machine
(VM) that allowed a 386 to load multiple
copies of DOS. I had enough RAM to run
three ‘virtual machines’ to run Relay Gold
for mainframe communications, Frame-
work for word processing and spreadsheet,

plus a place to run
simple DOS com-
mands. VM pro-
vided real multi-
tasking but did not
do window applica-
tions; instead you
switched from one
to another with a
hot-key. But I di-
gress…

In the very late
80’s I experimented
at work with Win-
dows/386 but it did

not provide sufficient support for my video
card (probably EGA). The next version
of Windows had much better support for
video and just about everything else–that
version was Windows 3.0. By the time
Windows 3.0 hit the streets, I was ready
to pay attention, as was the industry as a
whole. The PC Magazine article has a
minor mistake on page 136. The minimum
hardware requirements for 3.0 was not a
286–Windows 3.0 had a “real mode” that
let it run on an 8086. I know this because,
like a few other nuts, I once installed it on
my HP 200LX (a pocket-sized, palmtop
computer). While it was really cool to see
Windows running on such a small device,
the setup was too slow to be practical.
Besides, all the new applications coming
out required at least “standard mode”
which did require a 286. Of course, there
was also the “386 enhanced mode” that
built on Windows/386 and this, combined
with more and better application support,
gave Windows 3.0 critical mass. Windows
3.0 was also the product that started the
“wait for the third version” mantra for
Microsoft products.

My first Windows machine at home
had to wait until 1992. Windows for
Workgroups 3.1 was out, so that was the
first version of Windows I had to fight (I
mean use) on a daily basis. Windows for
Workgroups had built-in networking, so it

was a ‘no-brainer’ choice for me. However,
installation and configuration were hardly
in the no-brainer category. It took a lot of
work to make Windows work. For word
processing under Windows I bought Samna
Ami Pro, which was soon acquired by Lo-
tus. This was a glorious time when you ac-
tually had choices in desktop productivity
applications. I continued to use Ami when
it became Word Pro as part of the Lotus
SmartSuite package. More on this later.

Remember the computer fairs that
DACS held many years ago? I bought a
copy of Windows NT 3.1 Workstation at
one of those fairs. CD-ROM drives were
still not pervasive and NT 3.1 came on
what seemed like a million 3.5” diskettes.
This was the first version of NT, even
though the version was 3.1. I wanted to
experiment with this new OS, so I installed
it on a ‘spare’ machine. Unfortunately the
machine was spare on both processor
speed and RAM, two things that NT has
always wanted in abundance, so perfor-
mance was about like a fast glacier. Three
years later I was using NT for real both
on the desktop and servers. Today, NT
version 5.1 (a.k.a., Windows XP) is the
only desktop Windows you can buy.

Choices
Yes, once upon a time there were many

choices for office productivity software.
This was before Microsoft ‘invented’ the
office suite of applications and persuaded
computer manufacturers to ‘give’ it away
with new computers. That’s how I first
came to use Microsoft Office 2.0 (the first
version)–it came with the machine when
I bought my first Pentium. Plus, all my
customers used the Office applications,
Word and Excel, because they came with
their computers, so those skills were ex-
pected. As soon as Microsoft had the bulk
of the office market, the bundling of ‘free’
copies of Microsoft Office came to a halt.
Believe it or not, there are still choices in
office software–and some of these are ac-
tually free! I have agreed to do a gen-
eral meeting presentation early next
year on Open Office. Because this is
open source software, some people
think it only runs on Linux. Not so! I’ll
demonstrate Open Office on both Win-
dows and Linux. In the meantime, if you
are using Open Office or Star Office (a
gussied-up version from Sun), I would
like to hear from you. Send me your ex-
periences–tips as well as troubles–to
jscheef@dacs.org, and I’ll try to incor-
porate them into the presentation.

JIM is past president of DACS.
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       Afterward, Chuck stepped along with a topic: to manage
computer memory to support complex programs that make
severe demands on this resource. He deplores the difficulty
that there is no facility to determine the scope of available
memory where precision is not mandatory. He illustrated his
remarks with an examination of Performance Monitor to view
what information can be gleaned from it. He explained some
of his strategies for printing, in stages, a complex report of
hundreds of pages. A central goal of this work is to accom-
plish this task without triggering an error warning of insuffi-
cient memory available for the task at hand.
     With our heads chock-full of stimulating insights, we turned
to champion our bellies in a with-it style including a savory
pizza featuring extra onions. Our hearty feasting made for a
mellow mood of satisfaction with a scintillating session.

VB SIG. The second session, 7-9pm, continued with more ran-
dom access stimulated with questions and statements about
the “Postback” process implemented in the ASP.Net program-
ming environment. Google, Amazon and other websites have
enhanced their sites with a richer GUI that takes advantage of
the XMLHttpRequest object. This object provides an alternate
communications route to the web page server that allows item
replacements on a web page without a page refresh.
      As implemented in other languages such as ASP or PHP
scripts, the object communicates with a web page—not nec-
essarily the same page that created the initial screen shot in
front of the user. Chuck has been working on a 3rd party type
of tool that will allow the programmer to drop a Postback tool
onto the design surface of a web page in development, so
that the non page-refreshing postback code can be contained
in the same program code module as the that which produced
the web page initially. The project is in development, and will
be a source of discussion at future SIG meetings.

Mac SIG. In October, we continued to explore Microsoft Office
2004 for the Mac.  We used Entourage to send Microsoft Word,
Excel, and PowerPoint files to a Windows machine. We were
able to open all the files successfully using Microsoft Office
2003 for Windows counterparts. Based on one of our mem-
bers’ experience, this is not something that could be taken for
granted with older versions of Microsoft Office for the Mac and
Windows. Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 2004 for the Mac have
a compatibility report feature that allows you to check your
document for compatibility with other versions, including Win-
dows versions, of Microsoft Office.
     While using Word, we noted one difference from the Win-
dows version, in that you need to explicitly invoke spell check-
ing from the Tools menu before you’ll see misspellings marked
with the red squiggly underscore. The subject of encodings
came up when sending documents in foreign languages with
special characters, such as Spanish and French. If the recipi-
ent doesn’t use the same encoding, he or she won’t see the
correct accent marks.
     I also demonstrated the input menu in Mac OS X, which can
be activated from the International system preference. It allows
switching between a set of languages you’ve chosen, and option-
ally showing an on-screen keyboard so you can see where keys
may invoke different characters than the standard U.S. keyboard.
For example, typing the letters q-w-e-r-t-y will actually produce
the letters a-z-e-r-t-y on a French keyboard.
     Next, as I promised last month I demonstrated how to move
your home folder to a different partition or drive. I first copied

the home folder to the other drive. Then I used the NetInfo
Manager (in Applications:Utilities) to tell the system about
the new location, created a Mac alias in the Users folder to
the new home folder, and finally used the Terminal com-
mand line tool to create a symbolic link. This procedure is
advanced for most users, so I suggested some alterna-
tives, such as installing a copy of Mac OS X on the new
hard drive, with its own Users folder set up as part of the
normal installation. Then the contents of the old home folder
can be copied to the home folder on the new drive. Finally,
go into System Preferences to set the Startup Disk to the
new hard drive.
     Since the excursion into using the Terminal piqued
at least one member’s interest, we may explore that
next month.

MATH SIG. At the October meeting, we worked on prob-
lems presented in “Excel for Engineers and Scientists,
2nd Edition by S.C. Block”.

Two problems were addressed:
     (1) The Trajectory of a baseball and
     (2) Bungee jumping chord length.
     These examples illustrated the spreadsheet layout
that facilitated the various displays of graphic solutions
resulting from changing parametric values. Solving
these problems also illustrated various spreadsheet op-
erations, including graph generation, formula entry, ref-
erencing cells, and math basics including circular func-
tions and exponents. Future sessions will continue us-
ing examples from this book, which covers a wide range
of scientific problems that illustrate many aspects of
mathematics.

Server. October was a return to normalcy for the Server
and Networking SIG. Random access lasted the entire
meeting as we dug into the settings of two routers (one
wireless and one wire-only): a Linksys WRT-54G, a Belkin
F5D7230-4, and a D-Link DI-604. All such routers provide
a similar basic feature set. At the most fundamental level,
all home routers provide network address translation or
NAT, which allows all of the computers on your network to
share the single IP address provided by your Internet con-
nection. To help you set up your network, the router can
assign each computer an IP address on the internal net-
work using something called DHCP. At the most fundamen-
tal level, this is all you need. All current routers also pro-
vide some sort of packet filtering firewall. Of the three rout-
ers we looked at, the Belkin seemed to provide the most
configuration options.
     Router manufacturers can differentiate their prod-
ucts by including more advanced features. For instance,
the Linksys router can turn off its firewall and NAT. Why
would you ever want to do that? Well, if you expanded
your network and purchased a more advanced router,
you could keep the wireless access point in the Linksys
router and connect it to the new router.
     Next month, I hope to install and configure the
DOTNETNUKE web portal on the Resource Center
server. This is an open source web portal written in
ASP.NET. Come and help get us through the trials and
tribulations that will inevitably follow. The next meeting
will be Thursday, November 10th at 7pm in the DACS
Resource Center.

SIG Notes, Continued from page 6
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Random Access
October 2005

Bruce Preston, Moderator

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General Meet-
ing may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the question for

you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as possible
since we can’t probe during the session.

Q. I’ve been reading about Windows Vista.
I’m confused about the user interface
being vector based—it seems to im-
ply that all machines will require a
different video card. Is that so?

A. It means that many of the on-screen
widgets such as buttons, sliders, icons,
etc. will be drawn in real time rather
than being bit-mapped images. This
has much to do with scalability—you can
only stretch or compress a bitmap image
so far before it gets overly distorted, while
if it is vector-based it may be resized at
will without pixelization.

Q. I am considering getting a DVD drive
for backups. What capabilities, me-
dia, speed, price should I expect?

A. First, there is about a 5 to 1 price
differential between rewritable media
versus recordable media. So you might
want to consider using plain record-
able media for your backups. In
addition to being less expensive,
writing to a plain recordable media is
faster than to rewritable. Another
advantage is that this lets you maintain
‘generations’ of backups—so that you
might maintain multiple versions/
revisions of the same document. This
comes in handy if you find that you
want to ‘undo’ a change made prior to
your most recent backup. You might
consider getting an external DVD
burner with a USB 2 interface. This
would let you move the drive between
machines—either yours or in the case
of an emergency, some one else’s
machine. Note that you really need a
USB 2 interface (which machines
made within the last two or three years
should have.). USB 2 is capable of 480
Mbps (mega-bit per second) versus
USB 1.1 at 12Mbps. If your computer
does not have a USB 2 port, don’t
despair, if you have an available PCI
slot you can add one—cards are made
by Adaptec, Belkin, SIIG to name a
few. They come in varieties having
two or four ports, and some also come
with Firewire ports. Firewire is

commonly used as the interface for
digital video. Note also that you can
get an external drive enclosure—a
small box with has its own power
supply, and a USB2 to EIDE interface.
This lets you mount what would
normally be an internal drive in the
enclosure and use it as a portable
device. One other consideration is
“lightScribe” technology—this is the
ability to burn labels onto a coating
on the top of light-scribe supporting
media. (Data is on the underside of a
CD or DVD) This requires that the
burner support lightScribe, as well as
your burning software. However, be
aware that it may take as much as 40
minutes to burn a label. As for prices,
they are all over the map—a lot
depends upon the manufacturer (and
implied quality,) speed and capa-
bilities of the drive. You should expect
to be able to store about 4.7GB of data
on a regular single-layer DVD+R or
DVD-R. Dual layer DVD will handle
about 8GB, but requires a dual-layer
capable burner/reader. When you look
at a drive, check its specifications—
some have a preferred media, for
example my HP DVD640 works faster
with DVD+R media.

Q. At least once a week I get an e-mail
from some mail server saying that a
message that I sent is undeliverable.
I never sent the message. What is go-
ing on, and what can I do about it?

A. What has happened is somewhere “out
there” is a computer that has been
compromised and is hosting an
internet worm. Such a machine is
called a ‘zombie’ or ‘bot’. Most
recently they host one of the variants
of the Bagel worm. A study published
in March, 2005 ( http://www.security
pipeline.com/news/159901193 )
estimates that there are more than one
million machines world-wide are
under the control of hackers. A typical
worm creates a mail server on the
compromised machine, and then reads

through the inbox and address book
of that machine. It then randomly
selects an address from the list and
uses it to forge the “From:” and then
starts mailing spam at the behest of
the hacker who installed the worm.
There essentially isn’t anything that you
can do about it since the compromised
machine isn’t yours. However, as a
good network citizen you should make
certain that your machine is up-to-date
with regards to anti-virus, anti-spyware,
patches and that you have an active
firewall. Another comment—often the
“bounce back” message has an
attached file which purports to be your
original message (or a collection of ‘mis-
delivered’ messages alleged to have
been delivered in error.)  DO NOT
OPEN THE ATTACHMENT(S), as
these often have the payload - the worm.

Q. How do you detect if your machine is
compromised?

A. An up-to-date anti-virus scan should find
it. Also, if your machine has become
lethargic, take a look at the network
activity LED on the network adapter
or router or modem. Occasional ‘blips’
are to be expected, but if the light is
on steady when you aren’t doing
anything, there is a good chance that
you have a problem. If a once stable
machine requires frequent booting
that’s another tip-off.

Q. Is there a way to examine the validity
of such a bounce-back message with-
out bringing it into my computer?

A. Most ISPs provide a web-based interface
to your mailbox. A common one is
webmail. With that you can preview
or read messages while they are still
on the server, and selectively delete
them. Another approach is to use a
product such as MailWasher, which
brings down only the mail headers to
your computer, giving you the option
of deleting them before they get into
your computer’s inbox.

Q. How long does the CMOS battery last
on a PC?

A. It depends upon the battery type used,
and how long the computer is turned
on. Most current machines use
Lithium-Ion batteries that get a trickle
charge. They are about the size of two
stacked quarters and snap into a socket
on the motherboard. From personal
experience, the battery in my main
desktop machine is at least 4 years old
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DACS members may pub-
lish noncommercial, com-
puter-related classified ads in
dacs.doc at no charge. Ads
may be placed electronically by
fax or by modem, or hard-copy
may be submitted at our
monthly general meeting. Fax
your ads to Charlie Bovaird at
203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the mem-
bers’ table at the meeting.

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale. HP P920 19" CRT 1280x1024
resolution - $30.00
Samsung SyncMaster 512n 15" Flat Panel
- $75.00
HP 200i DVD+RW Drive - $20.00

Contact: Jeff Setaro @ 203-748-6748 or
jasetaro@mags.net

(hmm . . . that implies that the mother-
boards/processor is 4 years old—
probably time to upgrade or replace)
and still good. The battery in my older
notebook machine complains if I
haven’t used the machine at least one
a month.

Q. Can anyone here recommend a gene-
alogy program?

A. Family Tree Maker has been the best-selling
program for over a decade. Many here
use it. The add-on pack-ages (databases)
have garnered mixed-results as to value.
Additionally, there were complaints
about its installing DSSAgent, a
background task by Broderbund that
is believed to be spyware. (http://
www.liuti l i t ies.com/products/
wintaskspro/processlibrary/dssagent/)

Q. Are hotspots secure?
A. When you are connected to a hotspot,

assume that any other computer also
logged onto the hotspot can probe
your machine, as you are all behind
the same firewall—assuming that
there is a firewall present. The same
can be said for broadband access
provided by a hotel, library, etc. Note
also that if you are using a VPN, that
traffic over the VPN circuit is secure,
but a hacker might still be able to
probe your machine, the hacker would
just not be able to eavesdrop on the
traffic going through the tunnel. In
short, do not assume that the
broadband provider is supplying any
security mechanisms at all.

Q. I am thinking of getting a USB drive.
The problem is that one of the com-
puters that I am considering using it
on only has a USB 1.1 port. Will it
work?

A. Thumb drives (also known as pen drives,
flash drives, etc.) are solid state
devices and will work with USB 1.1.
If you are running Windows XP you
will get a balloon message something
like “USB 2 device connected to low
speed port—this device will work
faster if connected to a high speed
port”—but it will still work. However,
some devices, such as CD burners
mandate that they have a USB 2
port—a USB 1.1 port can not provide
data at a fast enough rate to keep the
write buffer full, and the CD burner
must have enough data in the buffer
to sustain a continuous burning rate.
As mentioned in an early question, you

can get a PCI USB 2 adapter to put
into your desktop machine, or a
cardbus adapter for a notebook
computer. Prices will range from about
$25 to $70 for PCI cards (depends
upon number of ports, Firewire
support, etc.) and about $40 for a basic
USB 2 cardbus card.

Q. My machine sometimes goes into a
state where even though the power is
on, I can’t wake it via the keyboard
or mouse. The keyboard and mouse
are both standard PS/2 sockets as op-
posed to USB devices. To get the ma-
chine back, I have to power off and
restart.

A. Some power management setting is
incorrect—either within the operating
system or withing the computer’s
CMOS BIOS settings. Within
Windows look in Control Panel and
then Power Management. To get at the
CMOS BIOS settings you will have
to interrupt the power on self tesrt
(usually by pressing the DEL key, or
ESC or one of the Function keys).
Look at the various “wake on”
parameters.

BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A
DACS director, Bruce also leads the Access
SIG. Members may send tech queries to Bruce
at askdacs@dacs.org.
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net

VVVVVoicoicoicoicoiceeeee  f  f  f  f  forororororJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

November 1 • Bruce Preston - Turn Your PC into a Music Studio
December 6 • John Patrick - The Future of the Internet
January 3 • Jim Scheef - OpenOffice

One- to four-color printing
Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available

For All Your Printing, Graphics, and Copying Needs

3 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT  06810

(203)792-5045
Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).



Name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________

City _____________ State________ Zip _______

Company ________________________________
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Please take a moment to answer the following questions. Answer all that apply.
Hours a week you use computers _____
Hardware: PC___   MAC___  desktop___  laptop___  palm___  other_______
OPSYS: Windows___  MAC___  LINUX___  other_________
Communications: Dialup___  HI-Speed____  WiFi____  LAN____   other_______
Applications: Office____  Financial____  other______
Digital: Music___  Photo___  CAM___  TV___  other______
Business: Corporate Employee___  private employee___  professional___  business owner___

DANBURY AREA
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc.
Individual Membership Application

Personal Information

Home Phone (       )_________________

Work Phone (        )_________________

Fax: (        )_______________________

E-Mail: _____________@___________

Billing Information

1 Year (  ) $25.00 3 Years (  ) $68.00    Automatic Annual Renewal (  ) $22.50
Please bill my: MasterCard (  )  Visa (  )     AMEX (  ) Check Enclosed (  )

Card #  _________________________ Exp. Date ____/ ____ / _____

Make checks payable to DACS, Inc.

Please return this form to: Charles Bovaird, Treasurer
4 Gregory Street
Danbury, CT 06810-4430

* Under the automatic renewal program, DACS will bill your annual membership dues to the credit card of your choice each
year. You may cancel the automatic renewal option at any time by calling the membership department at (203) 792-7881.
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Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT
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