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DACS, its officers and directors assume no li-
ability for damages arising out of the publication
or non-publication of any article, advertisement,
or other item in this newsletter .
    The editors welcome submissions from DACS
members. Contact Allan Ostergren at 860-210-
0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org.  Advertisers, con-
tact Charles Bovaird at (203) 792-7881
(aam@mags.net)

dacs.doc is prepared using an AMSYS Pentium
733 and HP LaserJet 1300 printer.Software
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Microsoft Windows XP, Office 2003, TrueType
fonts, Adobe PageMaker 7.0, Calendar Creator
8.0 for Windows. Security for dacs.doc file
transfer provided by AVP. Internet access
provided by Mags.net
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4 Gregory Street
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Attn. Reprints
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sent to: reprints@dacs.0rg
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PRESIDENT’S FILE, Continued on page 4

Before I get into the
      nuts and bolts of
this month’s column, I’d
like to take a moment to
remember the thousands

of our fellow Americans who are at this time
on the front lines in Afghanistan and Iraq…
Thank you and God bless you.

As I’m pressed for time and the holidays
are only moments away, I thought this would
be a good time to suggest a few computer
related gifts for the “geek” in your life.

Software
F-Secure Internet Security 2007 –

FSIS 2007 is the Leatherman Tool of
Internet security applications. FSIS in-
cludes everything you need: anti-virus, anti-
spyware, anti-spam, a personal firewall and
parental controls, all in a single user
friendly product.

Contact: F-Secure Inc.
100 Century Center Court, Suite 700
San Jose, CA 95112
Tel. (888) 432-8233
E-mail: Info@f-secure.com
Web: www.f-secure.com
Price: $79.90

Webroot SpySweeper 5.2 – Spy ware
is probably the fastest growing problem
facing Windows users. I’ve tried just  about

every legitimate anti-spy ware application
available. SpySweeper is the one I bought
and use. Personally, I think it’s the best anti-
spy ware application available today.

Contact: Webroot Software, Inc.
P.O. Box 19816
Boulder, CO 80308
Tel. (866) 612-4227
Web: www.webroot.com
Price: $29.95 for a 1 year subscription

or $39.95 for a 2 year subscription.

Acronis True Image Home 10 – Back-
ing up your computer used to be a lengthy
process. Not anymore… With True Image
Home 10 and an external USB or Firewire
hard drive you can backup or restore your
computer in minutes.

Contact: Acronis, Inc.
13800 Coppermine Road
Suite 231
Herndon, VA 20171
Web: www.acronis.com
Price: $49.95
DACS members should contact Linda

and Gene Barlow at www.ugstore.com for
special user group pricing on True Image.

Hardware
Western Digital Passport Pocket

Drive – If you’ve used a USB Flash drive,
you know what a great convenience they are.
The only problem I have with them is their
limited capacity. If you need to move sev-
eral large files, you can quickly exceed the
capacity of a Flash drive. That’s where the
Western Digital Passport Pocket Drive
comes in… With a 6GB capacity it’s big
enough for most jobs and, at around $80,
it’s competitive with 4GB USB Flash drives.

Contact: Western Digital
20511 Lake Forest Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630-7741
Tel. (949) 672-7000
Web: www.westerndigital.com
Price: $79.99 (Amazon.com)

Casio Exilim EX-Z1000 Digital Cam-
era – Have you ever wished you had a cam-
era? You can stop wishing. Casio’s 10.1
megapixel gem is about the size of a cell
phone so you can carry a camera without
carrying a camera.

Contact: Casio Customer Help Center
570 Mount Pleasant Ave
Dover, NJ 07801
Tel. 800-706-2534
Web: exilim.casio.com
Price: $349.95 (Adorama Camera)

Adaptec ACS-200 Hard Drive Enclo-
sure – If you’re like me you probably have a
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (jasetaro@yahoo.com)

Vice Presidents: Gene Minasi, Jamie Yates, Gloria Arnold
SECRETARY: Lisa Leifels  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

PrPrPrPrProoooogggggrrrrramamamamam NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
ASP.Net Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
C#, VB Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
dBASE/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (914) 277-4269 (   e)
SAS Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
SQL Server, MySQL-5 Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
VB.Net, Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 rcorzo@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 gallichotte@dacs.org
Sean Henderson (203) 837-7068 shenderson@dacs.org
Lisa Leifels (203) 270-7584 lleifels@dacs.org
Patrick Libert pepe222@optonline.net
Rob Limbaugh relimbaugh@gmail.com
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 jscheef@yahoo.com
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@yahoo.com
Jamie Yates (203) 746-0892 jyates@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan Ostergren: (860) 210-0047; dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM: Jamie Yates • WEB MASTER: Scott Preston (spreston@mags.net)
PR: Gloria Arnold (pr@dacs.org) • APCUG LIAISON: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330 • WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

Directors’ Notes, Continued on page 5

A regular meeting of your Board of
Directors was held at the Resource
Center on Monday, November 13,

2006. There was a high turnout for the
meeting with eleven members attending.
Present were: Howard Berger, Charles
Bovaird, Richard Corzo, John Gallichotte,
Sean Henderson, Lisa Leifels, Rob
Limbaugh, Jim Scheef, Jeff Setaro and
Jamie Yates. Patrick Libert was also at the
meeting.  President Jeff Setaro presided and
Secretary Lisa Leifels kept the record.
Minutes of the last meeting held on Octo-
ber 9, 2006 were approved.

Treasurer Charles Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $10,888.68, consist-
ing of total bank and postal accounts in the
amount of $10,855.26 plus postage on hand
of $33.42. Subtracting a liability of pre-
paid dues in the amount of $5,092.00, this
left a net equity of $5,796.68. He also re-
ported that the current membership is at
305, of which 67 are electronic.

Jamie said he will present a high-level
overview of Google and the nine products
they offer possibly for the January 2007
meeting. Jamie also contacted Nerds To Go
and Sounds Incredible about making a fu-
ture presentation, and he is waiting to hear
back from them. Sounds Incredible said
that they have made presentations like this
in the past on HDTV and Tivo and the other
newer technologies on the market.

Jamie reported that Christine Novell
has offered to do a seminar on ‘del.icio.us’
a social networking website. Jamie said he
would ask if there was any interest on this
topic at the next General Meeting.

Sean Henderson said he may be per-
suaded to present the topic of hacking your
cell phone later next year. Jeff Setaro men-
tioned that he was willing to do another
presentation on viruses. Another idea from
Jamie was to get someone from Intel to
speak at a future meeting.

Patrick Libert has volunteered to be-
come the new editor of dacs.doc. Patrick
is originally from France and is bilingual.
He has been using a Macintosh since 1992
and he is also fairly comfortable with PCs.

Richard Corzo made a motion for
Patrick Libert to serve out the rest of Bill
Keane’s term as a Board director, and the
motion was approved.

The following directors are running for
election in December; Charles Bovaird, John
Gallichotte, Patrick Libert, Richard Corzo.
Jamie Yates has decided not to run for an-
other term, but has offered to continue do-
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Meeting Review

The Patriot Act, Privacy, and
Connecticut Libraries

By Jamie Yates

President’s File, Continued from page 2

bunch of old hard drives lying around gath-
ering dust… Drives that you could use for
something other than a paper weight if you
had a good external drive enclosure. I’ve
tried a variety of external hard enclosures
and this is the best of the bunch. The ACS-
200 supports drives up to 1TB and includes
both USB and Firewire connections.

Contact: Adaptec, Inc.
691 South Milpitas Boulevard
Milpitas, California 95035
Tel. 800.442.7274
Web: www.adaptec.com
Price: $55.62 (Provantage.com)

Distractions
We all need to unwind now and then,

and I can’t think of a better way to do that
than with some great science fiction.

Babylon 5 - The Complete Television
Series – B5 was a unique experiment in the
history of television. It was effectively a
television novel in five seasons, consisting
of 110 episodes with a clear beginning,
middle, and end. Personally, I think it was
the best science fiction show ever made. As
good as this set is it isn’t “The Full Monty.”
I’d also suggest investing in Babylon 5 -
The Movie Collection which helps flesh out
some of the back story and fills in some of
the gaps in the series. Hardcore B5 fans may
also want to invest in the B5 spin-off Cru-
sade - The Complete Series.

The complete B5 series set is avail-
able from Amazon for $220.50. The B5
movie collection is $47.95.

Battlestar Galactica – No, not the
cheesy, campy 1970’s space opera. I’m talk-
ing about the Ron Moore / David Eick re-
make that’s currently in its third season on
SciFi. The new BSG is a contemporary
adult drama in science fiction wrapper…
Personally, I think it’s the best show on TV.

You can order the five disc season-one
box set from Amazon for $44.77. It in-
cludes the 3 hour pilot mini-series, all 10
season-one episodes, deleted scenes and
commentary tracks from Ron Moore and/
or David Eick. Separate three disc sets
featuring all 20 season-two episodes are
available for around $30.00 each... Sea-
son 2.0 includes episodes 1-10, Season 2.5
includes episodes 10-20 plus the “direc-
tors cut” of Pegasus, the mid-season cliff-
hanger… A must see for fans of the show.

BSG airs Friday nights @ 9:00 pm. on
The SciFi Channel. See www.scifi.com/
battlestar/ for episode details.

President’s File, Continued on page 5

Attendees at our November Gen-
eral Meeting were shocked to
learn the story of how some fac-

ets of the PATRIOT Act
have been used by the
government to take away
an individual’s rights
without the normal pro-
tections provided by the
Constitution. As the
evening unfolded and the
details of the story were
revealed, it seemed to be
right out of an episode of
“Twilight Zone”.

What do you do when
you are on the Board of
an organization (Library
Connection, Incorpo-
rated) that supplies IT
services to a number of Connecticut li-
braries, and in July of 2005 the FBI, cit-
ing provisions of the Patriot Act, requests
information on the activities of certain
users accessing the Internet from one of
their supported computers? This request
asked for “all subscriber information, bill-
ing information and access logs of any per-
son” that used a specific computer at a
particular library branch. It was done us-
ing a provision of the PATRIOT Act that
allows the FBI to send out a National Se-
curity Letter (NSL). Also add to the mix
that the PATRIOT Act makes it illegal for
anyone to disclose that a request was made
(a gag order). This means that you have to
respond and cannot tell anyone about it.

This group refused the request based
on the fact that the FBI had not used the
court system to obtain an order, but used
only the provisions of the Patriot Act,
which had no oversight. Had it been a
court order, they stated they would have
complied.

Even though the gag order was in force,
they sought legal counsel to overturn the
FBI’s request and the gag order. The ACLU
took their case, and thus began a year long
ordeal reminiscent of George Orwell. They
were not able to speak out on their concerns,
or even let their families and co-workers
know what was going on. To prevent going
afoul of the gag order, each of the people
involved in the court papers was listed as
“John Doe”.

From the beginning, the participants
could not speak publicly or privately and
had to lie about where they were going to

their friends and families
when they went to see
their lawyers or to attend
court hearings. Even
though they went to the
hearings, they could not
be present in the court-
room for fear that any of
the other attendees
would know who they
were.

Ultimately, in May
2006, after almost a
year,, the government fi-
nally gave up its legal
battle to maintain the gag
order and their lawsuit

was remanded back to the lower courts
for a decision on the merits. On June 26,
2006, the ACLU announced that, after
dropping its defense of the gag provision
accompanying the information request
(NSL), the FBI abandoned the lawsuit
entirely.

Present at our meeting were two of the
“John Does”: Barbara Bailey, current Sec-
retary of Library Connection (formerly
President and Executive Board Member)
and Peter Chase, the current President of
Library Connection.

Also present was Alice Knapp, the
immediate past president of the Con-
necticut Library Association and the
person who spoke on behalf of the
“John Does” while the gag order was
imposed.

Why was this an appropriate topic for
our meeting? Because it has to do with
people’s rights, privacy and the free use
of computers on the Internet.

We would like to thank this group
of brave souls for standing up for the
rights of individuals to go to their local
library and read and research what they
want and to do so without fearing that
their habits will be disclosed without
the proper Constitutional requirements
being met.

If you were not there, you missed an
excellent and informative presentation.

DACS thanks Peter, Barbara and Alice
for their time.
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The Future of the Internet
By Jamie Yates

Meeting Preview Some other worthwhile investments
are Earth 2, Space: Above and Beyond,
and Josh Whedon’s cult classic Firefly and
the theatrical follow-up Serenity.

Toys for the easily amused
Last but not least, stop by www.

thinkgeek.com... They’ve got everything
from Star Wars light sabers and
caffeinated soap to PC upgrades. Odds are
you’ll find something there that will keep
your “geek” amused for hours.

That’s pretty much it for this month…
Have a safe and joyous holiday season.

As always, you can contact me at
jasetaro@mags.net or jasetaro@yahoo.
com with your comments, questions, criti-
cisms or book recommendations.

Happy Holidays;
—JEFF SETARO

President’s File, Continued from page 4

BACK BY POPULAR demand,
John Patrick will again be DACS’
featured speaker this December, as

he has been for the half
dozen or so years.

Author of Net At-
titude and one of the
leading Internet vi-
sionaries, Patrick be-
lieves the rapid evolu-
tion of the Internet is
about to make today’s
Internet seem primi-
tive. His presentation
and technology dem-
onstrations will bring
to life his vision of the
technological and so-
cietal changes under-
way and provide ex-
amples of how busi-
nesses and institutions
of all kinds can use the
Internet to become on
demand. John will provide an exciting
vision about the power and the potential
of the Internet and how it will provide sig-
nificant advances in order to meet the in-
creasing expectations of an on demand
world. He will discuss the key opportuni-
ties that are just beginning to surface, and
the potential limitations that may stand in
the way. More importantly, he will offer a
visionary glimpse of the future beyond the
Internet as we know it.

John Patrick is President of Attitude
LLC and former vice president of
Internet technology at IBM, where he
worked for thirty-eight years. During
his career at Big Blue, John helped start
IBM’s leasing business at IBM Credit
Corporation, and was senior marketing
executive for the launch of the IBM
ThinkPad brand. Starting in the early
1990s, he dedicated his time to foster-
ing Internet technologies.

One of the leading Internet visionar-
ies, John is quoted frequently in the glo-
bal media, and speaks at dozens of con-
ferences around the world. Business 2.0
named him as one of the industry’s most
intriguing minds, Industry Week named
him one of the top 30 people who drive
innovation and provide the initial spark
to economic growth, and Network World
called him one of the 25 most powerful
people in networking.

John was a founding member of the
World Wide Web Consortium at MIT in
1994, a founding member and past chair-

man of the Global
Internet Project, a se-
nior member of the In-
stitute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers,
and a member of the
Internet Society and
the Association for
Computing Machin-
ery. He is a member of
the Engineering Advi-
sory Board at Lehigh
University. John has
been a business and
technology advisor to
numerous companies.
He is a member of the
board of directors of
Opera Software ASA,
Jupitermedia Corpora-
tion, Knovel Corpo-

ration and our own Danbury Health
Systems, Inc. His book, Net Attitude,
paints a vivid picture of the future of
the Internet and the mindset needed to
capitalize on it.

Prepare to be entertained, informed
and gain an insight into where the
Internet is going over the next several
years. Also, bring your questions for
John since there will be time to get them
all answered.

This is a must see presentation for all
members and guests, and will put the
Internet into perspective on how it does
and will effect our daily lives and how the
Internet is likely to affect us in the future
as more and more existing activities go
online and become commonplace, and the
new capabilities that will be provided in
the future.

DACS meetings are held at the
Danbury Hospital auditorium. Activities
begin at 6:30 p.m. with registration and
casual networking. The meeting starts at
7:00 p.m. with a general question and an-
swer period (Ask DACS) and a discus-
sion of what’s new in technology followed
by a short break. The featured evening
presentation begins at 8:00.

As a reminder, our General Meetings
are free and open to the public, so invite
anyone you know who would be interested
in this topic.

ing the popular ‘What’s News’ segment of
the general meeting.

A discussion ensued on moving the new
DACS Website to one of the newer servers
in the Resource Center, donated by Rob
Limbaugh, in order to get it production
ready. The new Website is being developed
in Joomla, which needs to be run on a Linux
box that has MySQL installed. Jim sug-
gested that we may want to ask Mags.Net
about managing the server for the new site.
Richard Corzo said he would ask John
Lansdale if the Opensource Web Program
SIG would  help to develop the new site.

Sean Henderson said that he would con-
tinue bringing refreshments to the General
Meeting and setting up a “tip jar” to offset
some of the expense. He will bring some
samples of the DACS stickers created on
CaféPress.com and has created a freeware
CD that can be raffled off at the January
General Meeting. He is also going to con-
tact the Danbury News-Times and the
Brookfield Journal about placing ads for
the General Meetings.

  Rob Limbaugh said that he spoke to a
company that has a research facility in
Westport and which is willing to do a free
focus group of past, current and non-mem-
bers of DACs. Rob thought this would help
to uncover the strengths and weaknesses of
the DACS organization.

Charlie presented a summary of the
attendance at the general meetings. He
also reviewed the past expenses and the
costs of producing the newsletter, which
have increased over time.

-LISA LEIFELS

Directors’ Notes, continued. from page 3
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Security

I AM PRESENTING the following
   illustrations to show that what you
  see isn’t what you get! The first two

purport to be a secure links (https://) to
paypal.com. However, when you hover
your pointer over the links, you will see
the true link. If you have made recent
changes to your account, you can safely
open your browser and type in the PayPal
URL which is http://www.paypal.com.
The others eliminate the pretense by pre-
senting a text link which is not the true
link either. Another bummer contains 12
links—all to the same different URL.
What you see is free.music.mp3, what you
get is as you see in the illustration. What
you see is not what you get!

These spammers know of the popu-
larity of PayPal and its parent eBay!
They are here playing on the possibil-
ity of a dispute over payment regard-
ing a transaction.

These links may cause you to lose
all of the money in your bank account
quickly.

Fooled You ! —
I Really Hope Not

By Chuck Davis

There is another spam scam going
around promoting “undervalued” stocks
touting the message that the stock should
be bought now! They are trying to make
you think that they are providing you with
“insider” information so that you can make
a killing! NOT! These are usually sent by
third parties who are trying to manipulate
the subject company’s stock, and the com-
pany may not even know what is going
on. You loose the money in your bank
account a little slower!

Of the hundreds that I have received
over the past months, none have warned
of the stock going down! The news that
you don’t know as a potential investor is
when the spammer started the promotion,
and when the spammer is going to sell.
Only the spammer knows. Short selling is
much riskier!

If you are concerned about some of
the spam you have received regarding
stocks, this is an interesting site: http://
www.spamnation.info/stocks/index.php. If
you would like to know about other spam,

 

 

try their home page: http://www.spam
nation.info/.

Here’s a good one. Subject: David
has a secret about your Vegas Vacation.
The spammer’s name and address is
stated as: “Vegas Online Inc. - 4598
River Glen Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89103
USA” There is a River Glen Dr. in Las
Vegas, but not that number. The web site
title is Toronto Pharmacy! The domain
name rxsvintus.com in the link was reg-
istered through a Chinese company by
the registrant giving a Fiji Island ad-
dress. These liars want your business?

The “human engineering” involved in
these messages reveals the nature of many
of us. We tend to believe what we see and
read without question. We are also a bit
greedy. Enough of us fall for these come-
ons to make it extremely profitable for the
spammers.

None of the spammers want to help
you! They have no interest in you! Their
only interest is your money! Delete the
messages and keep your money. You will
be ahead of the game…

CHUCK DAVIS  is newsletter editor &
Webmaster, Sun City Anthem Computer Club,
Henderson, NV. Chas@ anthemwebs.com,
www.myscacc.org.
This article was provided by the Editorial Com-
mittee of the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG), an international or-
ganization of which this group is a member.
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 At left is an image of the address bar when the 
PayPal URL is typed directly into it. Notice 
that the PayPal site has converted it to a secure 
page! 
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Special Interest Groups

SIG News & Events

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application development
using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript and SQL Server
programming tools. Session starts with a Random Access, fol-
lowed by a programming discussion with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net).
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Dec 6

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching and printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com).
Meets last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Dec 27

Investment Strategies. Discusses various investment strate-
gies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: Dec 21

Jobs. Networking and discussion of the jobs search environment.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@mags.net).
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux op-
erating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: John Lansdale 914-533-2002
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Dec 20

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo (macsig@dacs.org)
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: Dec 7

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.

Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets on 3rd Monday, 7:00 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Dec 18

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys mainte-
nance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@mags.net).
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Dec 21

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications, in-
cluding Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Dec 14

VB.Net, Visual Basic-6. Focuses on Smart Client Windows ap-
plication development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL
Server programming tools. Starts with a Random Access ses-
sion followed by Object Oriented discussions and programming
with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or
Greg Austin, 845 494-5095 (greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org).
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Cen-
ter, preceeded 1 hour with a shared cost pizza snack.
Next Meeting: Dec 6

Wall Street. Examines Windows stock Market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Jan 29

Web Design. Explores Applications for designing and creating
Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Suspended until Spring

SIG NOTES: December 2006

dotNet and VBC#.  Our team of gurus greets problems
with enthusiasm and we came to grips with a random ques-
tion to start a process.   To read congested lines of bank
information adroitly, bring the information into a datareader
and loop through it to segment and print those lines for
intelligent perusal.
       Having cleared the air nicely, Chuck came to grips with a
larger question.   When a developer sees at runtime of an ap-
plication that changes must be imposed on it at a fresh
designtime session, this developer must discern appropriate
moves.   With this perspective in view, we launched on some
desirable revisions to ZipBack.   The design goal of this appli-
cation is to enable a user to interrogate a database of customer
information without requiring a postback to the client from nu-
merous actions in a browser at the client, actions that normally
invoke responses from the server.   Our discussion turned on
improvements to a client form with retrievals from Northwind
Traders, a fictional company with customers around the world.
       Chuck is a designer who stresses convenience to a
user as seen in a display screen.   Our attention was di-
rected to changes in labels for phone, postal code and
locale as customers in different countries were retrieved.
In this manner, “state” became “region” and “ZIP Code”

became “Postal Code” as information from different cus-
tomers was brought into the form.   In a murmur of approval,
we agreed these features are rather slick.
       This engaging exposition was enhanced by our usual
pizza party.   We refreshed ourselves with food and drink to
sustain our vitality.
       In our evening session, we continued through details
of code structure in JavaScript for improvements to ZipBack.
With initiative and craftsmanship in action, we saw that a
creative process consists of beating out truth on the anvil
of reason. Further details were hammered out.

Macintosh. In November we showed how to record music
from an LP or cassette tape to your Mac.  First you need to
connect your stereo to your Mac.  You'll need a line input
on your Mac.  If your Mac doesn't have one you get some-
thing like a Griffin iMic (http://www.griffintechnology.com/
products/imic/) which has a line input but connects to the
Mac through the USB port.  On the stereo end connect a Y-
cable to the tape out or VCR out terminals, or the output
terminals of the cassette deck.
       We looked at three applications for making the recording.
GarageBand can be used by using a new Real Instrument track.

SIG Notes, Continued on page 13
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Commentary

Circuit Rider
Version 4.5

By Jim Scheef
Uncle DACS needs you

THE PEOPLE WHO work hard to
make DACS a viable club, the
board members and SIG leaders,

need your help. Overall attendance at
meetings and at SIGs is down. Why is
this? Are the topics
no longer interest-
ing? Are we pre-
senting the wrong
topics? I was disap-
pointed by the turn-
out for the Novem-
ber general meet-
ing on the impact
of the Patriot Act,
although the smaller
room at the Danbury
Library did appear
almost full. Atten-
dance almost al-
ways drops when
we have a change
of venue. I thought
this was a fascinating, timely, important
and even personal topic, but apparently
most of you did not agree enough to
come to hear the speakers.

So, what do you want to see at the
general meetings? E-mail your sugges-
tions to me at jscheef@dacs.org. We
will do our best to get or produce what
you want but keep in mind that
Microsoft is no longer speaking at user
groups. This is the second year we have
not had a speaker from Microsoft and
there are no longer any other “large”
software companies.

Will the Elections
Have an Impact?

How many times in the last six years
did we hear President Bush say “Elec-
tions have consequences”? Well, the
future looks much brighter for issues
like Net Neutrality and privacy rights.
On the other hand, the possibility of
regaining fair use rights to the digital
content you buy is somewhat cloudier.
If you look at the House roll call vote
on Net Neutrality (see http://clerk.
house.gov/evs/2006/roll239.xml) you
can see that the election will have a
great impact here. In the Senate, the

committee on commerce killed a Net
Neutrality amendment on an 11-11 tie
vote. Over the last two years, fourteen
bills related to technological privacy
failed. Who knows, maybe I’ll be able
to write about Congress in a more fa-
vorable tone!

Saving Old
Computers

Do people call
you a pack rat? Do
you still have your
first  computer?
What about the
one after that?
Have you ever
thought it would
be cool to have a
computer museum?
If you answered
yes to any of these
questions and you
enjoy playing with
the old as well as

the new, then you might be interested
in my “other computer club.” Back in
2004 the Trenton Computer Festival
(TCF) advertised exhibits of antique ra-
dios and “vintage computers”. The
former sounded interesting while the
latter was intriguing. At the fair I found
a racquetball court filled with about a
dozen guys tending tables of old com-
puters. The next couple of hours were
filled with talk about the MITS Altair
and other S-100 machines, Commodore
Business Machines (what Commodore
made before the 64), early portable
computers like the Grid, and, of course,
the Apple II. There was also a guy
manually entering the boot sequence
code into an early DEC PDP using the
front panel switches (yes, just like on
the MITS Altair only the computer is
much bigger) so I didn’t interrupt him.
The most out spoken of the group told
me about their Yahoo Groups’ e-mail
list and gave me a pamphlet he had writ-
ten about all the computer museums in
the US.

To keep this story short enough to
fit in this column, I’ll skip ahead and
tell you that I’m now the treasurer of
Mid-Atlantic Retro Computer Hobby-

ists, Inc. (www.midatlanticretro.org)
which they acronym as MARCH.
Shortly after that TCF, they became af-
filiated with an organization that is turn-
ing the former Camp Evans Army base
in Wall Township, NJ, into the InfoAge
Learning Center (www.infoage.org).
Camp Evans has morphed many times
since it was built as a hotel by Marconi
(yes, that Marconi) as a site for his early
trans-Atlantic radio communications.
More recently Camp Evans was used
for RADAR and SONAR research dur-
ing and after WWII so the site has a
large history related to technology. Lo-
cated as it is on the Jersey Shore near
Belmar, the site has great potential as a
museum site. Key to getting all this
going is some far-sighted financing pro-
vided by Wall Township. Somehow
InfoAge was given a large collection of
computer-related artifacts and they
needed an organization to adopt this
collection and help build it into some-
thing. MARCH is now one of several
“member clubs” at InfoAge. There are
two radio clubs, one on deep sea div-
ing history, a WWII military group (the
really big iron), etc. All of the clubs are
building museums within the space pro-
vided by InfoAge with the basic costs
of running the facility covered by the
township for a limited period of time.

MARCH is an organization for
people interested in vintage computers.
What, you ask, is a “vintage computer”?
Well naturally, that depends on who you
ask, but let’s just say it’s something at
least ten years old and is based on tech-
nology that is now obsolete. We held a
swap meet in October in Wilmington,
DE, where the rule was that anything
you brought had to me made before
1990. This let me sell several Zenith Z-
110 computers. Zenith introduced this
line about the same time as IBM did the
PC. The DOS we all knew and loved
was not a sure bet in 1981 so the Z-100
and Z-110 had two CPUs, an 8088 for
DOS and an 8085 to run CP/M. As soon
as the museum rooms at InfoAge are
ready, I plan to donate my IBM 5110.
This was IBM’s attempt at a personal
computer before the PC. Other
MARCH members have even more his-
toric personal computers to exhibit.
One MARCH member has two IBM
mainframes actually running in his
house with a third that can only be
turned on during cold weather. We are
hoping to focus the museum on East
Coast computer manufacturers like
Digital, AT&T, Commodore, Wang,
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Post Your Biz
on dacs.org

We would like to post a
directory of our members’
business services on the
DACS web site.

These would preferably
be computer related, hard-
ware and software solu-
tions, Web design, etc., but
can include Accounting,
Travel, Advertising, Public
Relations,  or any other
business service that you
might be able to provide to
all our members.

 At some future date we
may include the directory in
our newsletter.

To get your listing, post
your name, business,
phone, e-mail and Web ad-
dress to dacsprez@dacs.org,.

This is your
last newsletter

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP9\2006
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

UNIVAC and even IBM. I recently took
delivery on behalf of MARCH of a DEC
VT-180 (Digital’s first meager attempt
at a personal computer) that is in abso-
lutely pristine condition). Other dona-
tions to our exhibits include a PRIME
mini-computer, a DEC MicroVAX, a
Banyan server (the largest ‘PC’ I’ve
ever seen), and an early Intel ‘demon-
strator’ system.

Personally, I have two goals for the
museum. The first is a reference library
of any and all kinds of documentation—
from mainframe and mini-computer
manuals, to those “easy installation”
sheets for setting the jumpers and
switches on PC expansion boards from
the 80’s – before “plug and play.” Re-
member how hard it was to add new
hardware to your PC? If one board had
a conflict with another board, the com-
puter would not boot! We had an entire
SIG devoted to helping members solve
modem problems. If you wanted to re-
store a vintage PC, would you remem-
ber how those jumpers worked? Neither
would I, so this library could be a great
resource. I have a complete collection
of BYTE Magazine that will help get
the library going along with a box or
two of pamphlets from PC expansion
boards. If you have old installation
sheets that you have been meaning to
clean out and would like to donate these
to MARCH, please let me know. Any
mainframe and mini-computer manuals
are also most welcome along with early
Doctor Dobbs and similar computer
magazines. I know this library sounds
like just an excuse to clean out my attic
and that thought has a lot of truth!

My second project for the museum
is what I call the “Green Screen Expe-
rience”. This would use terminals
spread around the museum to display
information about the exhibits,
MARCH, the museum and a catalog of
the entire collection. The key is to dis-
play information in an easy to use for-
mat that is based on the technology of
the era. Right now the plan is to drive
this using the MicroVAX. Exactly how
it will work remains to be seen. If you
have VAX experience or suggestions for
the Green Screen Experience, please let
me know.

It’s not like I didn’t have enough to
keep me busy with DACS, but the op-
portunity to help build a real museum
has been really fun so far. Of course its
ski season now…

Jim Scheef is past president of DACS.

from 3/28/06 to 5/20/06
Patrick Goodwin

New Members

Contact Jeff Setaro at dacsprez@
dacs.org, and say “I want to make a
difference for DACS.”

DACS Elections are
coming in December

Be a candidate
for the Board
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What’s News
November, 2006

By Jamie Yates

The format of What’s News is still
evolving, so if you have any sugges-
tions on changes or improvements
please send an email to vpprograms
@dacs.org. Topics should be related
to computers or electronics in gen-
eral, and include a brief description,
along with a URL that provides fur-
ther details. Past segments can be
found in our Newsletter archives.

Members who wish to
receive DACS email messages who
have not received an email notice
for the General Meeting should
send a request to be put on the
DACS email list to treasurer
@dacs.org.

Be Informed
by E-mail

Thanks!

The
Management

Wnen dining at the
DACS Resourc Center,

please carry your
leftovers
out with

you.

DACS is offering members
free space to advertise their small
businesses in the business card
section of the colored insert in
dacs.doc. This offer is being
made subject to space available,
and cards will be rotated each
month to guarantee equal access.

Please send your cards to
DACS at 4 Gregory Street,
Danbury, CT 06810- 4430, give
to any board member, or e-mail
graphic image to dacseditor@
dacs.org.

Sorry, but postal regulations
require that ads be computer re-
lated, and specifically forbid
ads for Credit, Insurance or
Travel Services.

Let DACS
Promote

Your BusinessDescription: How to cook an egg with a
cell phone (or two):

1.Switch on phone A and place it on the
table such that the antenna (the pokey
thing at the top) is about half an inch
from the egg

2. Switch on phone B and ring phone A
then place phone B on the table in a
similar but complementary position to
Phone A.

3. Answer phone A - you should be able
to do this without removing it from the
table. If not, don’t panic, just return
the phone to where you originally
placed on the table

4. How long? For instance, a pair of
mobiles each with 2 Watts of trans-
mitter output will take three minutes
to boil a large free range egg

Source: http://www.wymsey.co.uk/wym
chron/cooking.htm

Description: Check out how strong your
password is…Type it in and it will tell you
if its weak, strong or best…It also has a
link to how to create strong passwords.
Source: http://www.microsoft.com/athome/
security/privacy/password_checker.mspx

Description: The Lazy Drinker, quite sim-
ply, is a computer controlled mixed cock-
tail dispensing device…It’s designed to
hold 16 ingredients with a database of
over 5000 drinks…Requires only a CO2
tank and a PC with a serial port…Full
blown unit costs $750.00.
Source:http://www.lazydrinker.com/
DM_00.htm.

Description: The Two Things…For every
subject, there are really only two things
you really need to know…Everything else
is the application of those two things, or
just not important.
The Two Things about Writing:

1. Write what you know.
2. Be as short and simple as possible

The Two Things about Driving:
1. Don’t hit anything.
2. Don’t let anything hit you.

Source: http://www.csun.edu/~dgw61315/
thetwothings.html

Description: If someone is trying to steal
your cell phone, by all means you should
scream to scare the culprit away…But
why waste your own lungs when the
phone can scream for you?…Provided by
the Mobile Manager service from
Synchronica…Phone can also be wiped
clean of information…If battery removed
screaming stops, but starts again when
battery replaced.
Source: http://www.gearlog.com/2006/09/
the_screaming_phone.php

Description: Unotron washable wireless
keyboard…Sealed keys let you clean fully
under running water…Can withstand being
immersed in antibacterial solutions and rinsed
under a tap to reduce spread of germs
…2.4GHz wireless freedom 104 standard
keys plus 15 one-touch keys…Detachable
wrist rest…Plug and Play with Windows® 98/
ME/2000/XP with no extra software or com-
plicated set-up…Only $79.99.
Source: http://www.unotron.com/US/2-
4ghz_wireless_keyboard.htm

Description: Coming soon: Windows
Experience Index…Base score is created
from 5 sub-scores
• Processor - calculations per second
• Memory - operations per second
• Graphics - desktop performance for
Windows Aero graphics

• Gaming graphics - 3D graphics perfor-
mance. Useful for gaming and 3D busi-
ness applications

• Primary hard disk - The data transfer
rate of the primary hard disk

Score ranges from 1 to 5.9
Source: http://windowsvistablog.com/
blogs/windowsvista/articles/458117.aspx

Description: Think you’ve heard of every-
thing…Not yet…Have an online funeral for
those that can’t attend…Can be live or viewed
after the funeral…Can also have a virtual trib-
ute and online obituary…And more…
Source: http://www.online-funeral.com/

Description: For the person who has
everything…A DVD rewinder, can also be
used for CDs…Comes with the exclusive
Centriptal Velocity Spindle providing the
world’s fastest DVD rewind…Requires one
9V battery… On sale now for only $16.49.
Source: http://www.dvdrewinder.com/
index.php? main_page=products_info& prod-
ucts _id=1&zenid=0876278cef e81c7fa
7f754cd 4568b416
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Ask DACS
November 2006

Jim Scheef, Moderator
Lisa Leifels, Reporter

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General Meet-
ing may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the question for

you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as possible
since we can’t probe during the session.

DACS members may publish
noncommercial, computer-re-
lated classified ads in dacs.doc
at no charge.  Ads may be sent
by e-mail to Charlie Bovaird at
aam@mags.net, or hard-copy
may be submitted at our
monthly general meeting.

Leave your hard-copy
classifieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the mem-
bers’ table at the meeting.

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS

Situation Wanted:
CompTIA A+/Network+-certified IT Ana-
lyst/Computer Technician, with past corpo-
rate experience - looking for Computer
Technician or other technical position in the
Danbury area. ICMS or Break/Fix position
OK. I am also looking for IT contacts, at
any of the larger local companies, too.
   Contact Brian Lund, at (203) 794-1596,
or blcom@sbcglobal.net.

For Sale
CASIO WC-50 Disk Label printer.  Prints
directly onto CD or DVD disks.
    Larry Buoy (lbuoy6143@earthlink.net)
or (860) 355-0394

Q. I am considering installing ver-
sion 7 of Internet Explorer, what do
people think of it?

A. Internet Explorer 7 is the new
tabbed web browser from Microsoft
with additional security features and
a new user interface. To run IE 7 you
need to be running Windows XP SP2.
Make sure your computer is free of
viruses and spyware and clean out
your temp files before you install it.
Unlike Firefox, Internet Explorer is
deeply embedded in Windows, and
harder to remove. You can remove it
through Add/Remove Programs, but
it doesn’t set all of your parameters
back to what they were set to originally
in IE 6.

In the fourth quarter of this year
IE 7 will be delivered as a ‘High
Priority’ item via automatic updates
in Windows XP. If you don’t want IE
7 installed on your computer you can
go to the Microsoft website and
download the Blocker Toolkit  to
disable the automatic delivery of IE
7. You can then run the blocker
program again when you decide you
are ready to install IE 7.

Q. What are some of the new features in
Firefox 2?

A. Tabbed browsing already existed in
Firefox, but now when you open a new
web page, it will open in a new tab.
Spell checking is built-in and if you
lose your connection while working
in Firefox your session will open up
where you left off. The search bar now
comes pre-loaded with the search
engine you choose to use.

Q. Why do you need to use drive map-
pings?

A. Drive mapping is assigning a drive letter
to a remote network drive. Mapping a
network drive enables working with
files on a server as simple as accessing
files on your own hard drive. With
remote drive mapping, you do not
need File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

software to access network files.
Mapped drives are sometimes
necessary since some applications will
not work properly with Universal
Naming Convention (UNC) names.

Q. I keep reading about how you will be
able to access the internet through
your electric outlet, when will this be
available?

A. This is an emerging technology called
broadband over power lines or B.P.L.
You plug a small power line modem
into any wall outlet and then connect
the modem to a computer with a USB,
Ethernet cable or a wireless WI-FI
connection. The advantage is that most
of the wiring is already in place and
there is no need to dig up the streets
or rewire your home. The challenge
is to carefully route the data over the
data grid without interfering with
public safety radio frequencies or
signal degradation. This technology is
probably a year or more from
becoming widely available, but it is
being supported by recent rule
changes by the FCC.

Q. What is tabbed browsing?
A. Tabbed browsing is when you open up

more than one website in a browser
window and easily navigate between
them with tabs on your screen.

However with GarageBand it's a lot more
work to separate the recording into indi-
vidual tracks.  You have to select a region,
cut or copy the region, close that project,
open a new project and then paste the re-
gion into the new project, and do this for
each song.  Dividing the recording into
tracks is much easier with either the open-
source Audacity program (http://audacity.
sourceforge.net/), or Sound Studio (http://
www.freeverse.com/soundstudio/) distrib-
uted by Freeverse.  With Audacity you add
labels at the start and end of each song,
and then select File > Export Multiple.  With
Sound Studio you insert markers at the
beginning and end of each song and then
select Edit > Split by Markers.  As a refer-
ence if you want to look up song informa-
tion for an album, I recommend http://
www.allmusic.com.

Web Design. The DACS Web design
SIG has suspended the monthly meet-
ings for the winter. The meetings are
usually held on the 3rd Tuesday at 7:00
p.m. at the DACS Resource Center,
please check www.dacs.org and/or
www.annagraphics.com/sigsite for fur-
ther information. As soon as the next
meeting is planned, the date will be an-
nounced on these sites.
       Have a great winter and we’ll start
with new content in the spring!

SIG Notes, Continued from page 8

Are you
up to your
nose with
c o m p u t e r
q u e s t i o n s ? .
DACS Special
Interest Groups
may have the
answers. If not, let us
know, and we’ll try
to create a new
SIG that helps
fulfill your spe-
cial needs.
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Candidates

Charlie Bovaird

John Gallichotte

     (incumbent) — is a consultant and retired IBMer. A long time DACS member, a
board member for over 12 years and serves as treasurer. He brings to DACS over 40 years of
experience with hardware and software. He prepares the monthly dacs.doc mailings and has
chaired DACS’ participation at the PC EXPO. He developed the membership survey main-
tains the membership database. He also chairs the PC Maintenance and Math SIGS, coordi-
nates the activities of the education committee, and is actively involved in SeniorNet as a PC
technician and instructor.

       (incumbent)   —     As a long time computer enthusiast John purchased his own
mini-computer in 1970.  Once bitten by the computer bug, he started building computers. He
completed his first microcomputer in 1973 as part of his master degree program in computer
science.  He was an early member of The Danbury Computer Society, a forerunner of DACS.
With DACS; he was the group leader of the first networking SIG and has supported the DOS
and hardware support help line since its inception.  Having retired, he now designs/builds/
plays with autonomous robots and teaches computer programming to the elderly two days a
week.

.

Richard Corzo

           —  A resident of Litchfield and a member of DACS for two years, he has actively
participated in the Mac SIG. He has been using Apple computers since 1992, but is fully
competent with PC's. He has been working actively for three years as a volunteer testing the
latest builds of the Opera browser.

Patrick has spent most of his career working with French and Belgian companies which manufac-
ture glass and plastic packaging for the cosmetics industry. He is fluent in French and has traveled
extensively for business to many countries  before he retired in 1998. He lived in Ridgefield for 23
years, moved to Hawaii for seven and then returned to Connecticut in late 2001.

Patrick is delighted to be a member of DACS and he hopes that his varied experience will
help the Society to continue its growth and participation in our community.

  (incumbent)  —  Richard Corzo has been a computer programmer for over 25
years starting on IBM mainframes and working his way down to personal computers. He's
been a PC user and DACS member for 12 years, a Mac user for the past 4 years, and has
written many articles on operating systems and utlilities for the DACS newsletter. He has
been leader of the Macintosh SIG since the spring of 2004, and is interested in contributing a
Macintosh perspective to the board.

Patrick Libert

DACS Member —        A resident of one of our area towns and a member of DACS since joining. Is inter-
ested in computers, but does not feel he/she knows everything there is to know about them.
Attends meetings regularly, and feels DACS should have an important role in educating the pub-
lic on new computer technologies.
       This member has volunteered for local organizations and community service, but so far thinks
his/her background is not up to the level  of those gurus on the board. Perhaps this person thinks
that computer clubs are different from other non profit community groups that serve beginners as
well as advanced users.
       If you know this person, or see him/her when you get up in the morning, say that DACS needs
you to serve on the board.
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Ballot

I (we) hereby appoint Lisa Leifels or Charles Bovaird proxies to vote in my (our) stead at the Annual Meeting
of the members of the Danbury Area Computer Society, Inc. to be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2006 at 7:30
p.m. as follows:

The election of the following to serve as directors for a term of two years and until successors shall be elected
and shall qualify (vote for no more than five):

• Charles Bovaird • Patrick Libert
• Richard Corzo • ________________
• John Gallichotte • ________________

Signature(s): ________________________ / _______________________________

_________________________/ _____________________/______________________
(Membership in DACS is a family membership. If there is more than one member in your
household, all please sign.)

Signed  __________________________________                        Dated __________

The Annual Meeting of the members of the Danbury Area Computer Society,
Inc. will be held at the auditorium of the Danbury Hospital, 24 Hospital Avenue,
Danbury, Connecticut on Tuesday, December 5, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose
of electing directors. The number of directors is fixed at eleven individuals in two
alternating classes of six and five. Each class serves for a term of two years and,
this year, the class of five is to be elected. The individuals named above have agreed
to stand for re-election or election to serve until the Annual Meeting of the Mem-
bers to be held in the year 2008.

If you do not plan to attend the meeting, please return the attached proxy to:

Danbury Area Computer Society
4 Gregory Street, Danbury, CT 06810-4430
to arrive prior to December 7, 2004 and express your preferences.

Your presence in person and participation in the meeting would be appreci-
ated. Come and hear not only what we did this year, but what, with your help, we
hope to do in the coming year.

Respectfully,
Lisa Leifels, Secretary

Notice of the Annual Meeting of
Danbury Area Computer Society, Inc.

to be held at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 5, 2006
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net

VVVVVoicoicoicoicoiceeeee  f  f  f  f  forororororJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

December 5 • John Patrick - State of the Internet
January 2 • Jamie Yates - Google Tips

One- to four-color printing
Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available

For All Your Printing, Graphics, and Copying Needs

3 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT  06810

(203)792-5045
Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).



Name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________

City _____________ State________ Zip _______

Company ________________________________

Tell Us About Yourself

Please take a moment to answer the following questions. Answer all that apply.
Hours a week you use computers _____  How did you learn about DACS? _______________________
Hardware: PC___   MAC___  desktop___  laptop___  palm___  other_______
OPSYS: Windows___  MAC___  LINUX___  other_________
Communications: Dialup___  HI-Speed____  WiFi____  LAN____   other_______
Applications: Office____  Financial____  other______
Digital: Music___  Photo___  CAM___  TV___  other______
Business: Corporate Employee___  private employee___  professional___  business owner___
Company Name ___________________________________________________________

DANBURY AREA
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc.
Individual Membership Application

Personal Information

Home Phone (       )_________________

Work Phone (        )_________________

Fax: (        )_______________________

E-Mail: _____________@___________

Billing Information

Regular Membership - Includes printed newsletter.
1 Year (  ) $30.00 3 Years (  ) $81.00
Electronic Membership - Newsletter available for download from www.dacs.org.
1 Year (  ) $20.00 3 Years (  ) $56.00

Payment by cash, check or mail order,  payable to:
Charles Bovaird, Treasurer
DACS, Inc
4 Gregory Street
Danbury, CT 06810-4430

Office use only: Paid ______________     Check # ______________      Membership # ____________



Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT
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