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At our next meeting, find out how Smart Computing
Magazine and its hands-on Web site can keep you
up and running.
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Time has certainly
    flown by rather
quickly for me, but
that’s probably more
due to the schedule
I’ve kept than any-
thing else. It’s only
fitting, I guess, that I
happen to be writing
this while on a train

to New York City to visit a couple of the
offices I support.

Thanks, Jay!
Jay Ferron’s presentation of Vista was

phenomenal!  It was nice to see the over-
view tour of features and hear the candid
opinions he had. I especially liked the fact
that he took the time to speak about the
parental control features added and the re-
porting they provide.

Show your pride
on the outside!

If you haven’t taken a look at the DACS
Gear lately, there are some new offerings
and a slick new styling. These are a great
way to show pride in our great organiza-
tion. For those who aren’t aware, each item
purchased donates about a dollar to the
DACS treasury, so this is a good supple-
mental fundraiser for our organization.

At the Core
The deployment of a core infrastruc-

ture is going well. During the Server SIG

meeting on April 12th we updated every-
one on the pieces on which Jim and I have
been working. The goal for June is to have
our new e-mail services and shared opera-
tions repository in full operation. We are
well on track and have lots of room to ad-
dress any issues that crop up.

After the SIG, Jim and I discussed how
many of the next phases of deployment
and tuning would lend well to SIG partici-
pation or for small workshops. Please stay
tuned for announcements for more infor-
mation. Many of the upcoming tasks are
relevant to real-world network configura-
tion planning, such as alerting, remote
management, backups, and recovery re-
lated tasks.

Have a General
Meeting Idea?

Jamie Yates has done an awesome job
during his term as VP of Programs. He con-
tinues to lend his expertise as things tran-
sition to Chris Novell, our new VP of Pro-
grams.

While we move toward the second half
of 2007, Chris is exploring some new Gen-
eral Meeting ideas and topics. We know
there HAS GOT to be some areas of inter-
est the membership would like to explore
on which we haven’t yet put our finger. If
there’s a technology-based topic that you
would like to see presented at a future Gen-
eral Meeting, please contact Chris Novell.

EXTRA!  EXTRA!
Every month, your trusty DACS Edi-

tors pipe up with the scariest of all emails:
the submission deadline reminder!  Patrick
Libert has been doing an awesome job as
our new Editor and he deserves a huge
“THANKS!” for keeping the rest of us on
track. THANKS, PATRICK!

DACS encourages anyone who’d like
to submit an article, review, how-to, or any-
thing of interest, to feel free to send it in.
The editing team does a fabulous job of
smoothing out the rough spots, so don’t
let skill be a limiting factor. The deadline
for submissions for each month is posted
on the DACS Calendar (http://www.dacs.
org/meetings/calendar.htm).

In closing…
For the moment, I think that covers all I

needed to say this time around. If you have
any questions, comments, or concerns,
please feel free to contact me.

See you at the next meeting!
ROB LIMBAUGH

    relimbaugh@dacs.org
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HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
ASP.Net Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
C#, VB Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
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Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Newdeal/Ensemble Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (914) 232-0149 (   e)
SAS Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
SQL Server, MySQL-5 Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
VB.Net, Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 rcorzo@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 gallichotte@dacs.org
Sean Henderson (203) 837-7068 shenderson@dacs.org
John Lansdale (914) 533-2002 lanzdale@yahoo.com
Lisa Leifels (203) 270-7584 lleifels@dacs.org
Patrick Libert (860) 567-9586 pepe222@optonline.net
Rob Limbaugh (203) 826-8196 relimbaugh@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 jscheef@yahoo.com
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@yahoo.com

Committees
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A regular meeting of your Board of
        Directors was held on Monday, April
9, 2007.  Present were Charles Bovaird,
Richard Corzo, John Gallichotte, Sean
Henderson, John Lansdale, Lisa Leifels,
Rob Limbaugh, Patrick Libert, Christine
Novell, Jim Scheef, Jeff Setaro and Jamie
Yates.  As a special welcome to our new
president Rob Limbaugh, some of DACS
former officers including Dick Gingras,
Ed Heere, Tom McIntyr, and Allan
Ostergren, attended the meeting.

President Rob Limbaugh presided and
Secretary Lisa Leifels kept the record.  Min-
utes of the last meeting, held on March 12,
2007, were approved.

Treasurer Charles Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $9,227.88, consist-
ing of total bank and postal accounts in
the amount of $9,155.45 plus postage on
hand of $72.43.  Subtracting a liability of
prepaid dues in the amount of $5,798.00
left a net equity of $3,429.88.  He also
reported current membership of 264, of
which 60 are electronic.

Christine Novell communicated that
Marcy Kremer from Smart Computing will
be doing a presentation at the May 1st
General Meeting.  Christine has a long
list of ideas for future meeting topics
some of which are HDTV, RFID, Medical
Technology, eBay and Linux.  The chal-
lenging part of her job is finding a knowl-
edgeable speaker willing to commit to do
a presentation.

  Rob Limbaugh reported that during
the past few weeks, he and Jim Scheef
have been working towards the deploy-
ment of infrastructure resources in the
DACS Resource Center to support
DACS operational needs as well as to
provide real ‘resources’ to the members.

A virtual server host system has
been built and is currently running a vir-
tual domain controller and the base of
what will become the virtual e-mail
server. Norton Anti-Virus Corporate Edi-
tion has been installed and deployed on
these resources. In the coming weeks,
Rob and Jim plan to have the environ-
ment set up for a web-site development/
staging area and internal collaborative
resources for operations purposes. He
estimates that they may have this ready
as early as April 30, 2007 if their work
continues at the same pace.

—LISA LEIFELS
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SmarSmarSmarSmarSmart Computingt Computingt Computingt Computingt Computing
By Chris Novell

Meeting Preview

Meeting Review

Windows Vista and
MS Office/Suite

by Chris Novell

OUR TREAT FOR THE Spring will
be a visit from Smart Computing
Magazine.  On behalf of Sandhills

Publishing, Marcy Kremer will be the
speaker at our general
meeting on Tuesday,
May 1, 2007.

Three main reasons
that readers tend to be
pleased with the maga-
zine are:

• that it is written in
plain English,

• that it covers a
broad range of topics for
all users, and

• that it is reader-
driven, not advertiser-
driven.

Marcy will walk us through the most
recent issue of Smart Computing and in-
troduce us to the helpful and timely infor-
mation found in each monthly issue.
Whether you are a beginner or an ad-
vanced computer user, Smart Computing
has timely information to help improve
your computer related productivity. Sec-
tions of the magazine include Plugged In
(articles about the Internet and email),

Tech Support (solving PC problems), Win-
dows (information on Windows 98, 2000,
ME, XP, and Vista), Quick Studies (brief
tutorials on how to get the most out of

popular applications),
and the monthly Cover
Story (15-25 pages de-
voted to a specific
topic).

A significant por-
tion of the value of the
magazine subscription
is provided through
SmartComputing.com.
Marcy will also give us
a demo of this website
to show us how to put

its powerful tools to work.  Each user
friendly tool is designed to find the com-
puting and troubleshooting information
you need when you need it.  These tools
include Search All Articles, My Personal
Library, the Q & A Board, and the Online
Tech Support Center. The Online Tech
Support Center includes access to the
entire database of error messages, the
solutions knowledge base, an archive of
troubleshooting articles, maintenance pro-
cedures, tutorials on how to install just

AS A MODERATOR of the online
beta forum for  Windows’ new Vista
operating system,

Jay Ferron, likes the view.  “I
would never want to go back
to using XP now that I have
been using Vista,” he ex-
claimed to an attentive audi-
ence at the March General
Meeting.  He then proceeded
to detail why his assessment
was so adamant.

Vista comes in several ver-
sions, including Home Basic, Home Pre-
mium, Business, Enterprise (not available
on the shelf), and Ultimate. All of these ver-
sions are actually available on the same CD;
access to a version will be enabled accord-

ing to what is purchased. Each of them is
equipped with an upgraded Windows De-

fender (for detecting spyware)
and Windows Firewall (now
handling outbound protection).

Jay cautioned against
uninstalling Defender.  “If you
don’t want to use it, just dis-
able it. Reinstalling it at some
later time would not be a
smooth process.”

While IE7 can be installed
on systems other than Vista,

its maximum ability to positively impact
Windows can be made when integrated with
Vista. In Vista, IE7 runs in protected mode
and has limited system access and can only
go to the temp folder and cookie folder. Jay

indicated that the new strategy of the mis-
creants is to attack Mozilla in Vista, “be-
cause they know it’s only a standard user
and doesn’t run in protected mode so it pro-
vides an easier way to attack the system.”

Vista improves the functionality of the
administrator account and user accounts
from two vantage points. It requires that
certain roles deemed the province of the
administrator be done at that level, such
as installing programs. When administra-
tive privileges are required it asks for con-
firmation or else the administrative ac-
count runs a plain user. At the same time it
readily decentralizes authority to users the
decisions that will enable them to be more
productive, such as the installation of a
font or printer.

Users of Business, Enterprise, and Ulti-
mate versions of Vista will likely welcome
the Complete PC Backup and Restore fea-
ture.  This image-based backup tool is ca-
pable of restoring your entire PC environ-
ment, including the operating system, in-
stalled programs, user settings, and data files.

about anything, a computer dictionary, an
encyclopedia, and a manufacturers tech
support index.  And, in addition to all of
those resources, assistance is available
by e-mail and phone as well.

The presentation is aimed at educating
the audience about Sandhills Publishing
and the Smart Computing User Group Pro-
gram. Marcy will take audience members
through an issue of the magazine, convey
the value of SmartComputing.com through
a live demonstration, and introduce Smart
Computing’s sister publications - PC To-
day, First Glimpse, Reference Series, and
Computer Power User.  Marcy will also
share with us how we can receive unlim-
ited computer support from
SmartComputing.com.

In addition, everyone attending the
meeting can expect to receive a goodie
bag complete with the newest issue of
Smart Computing, a Smart Computing
pen, and a 2007 calendar  mouse pad.
Great door prizes will be given away as
well!

 We invite anyone interested in ex-
panding their computer knowledge to at-
tend the Danbury Area Computer
Society’s meeting.  The meeting is free
and open to the public. It will be held in
the auditorium of Danbury Hospital on
Tuesday, May 1, 2007. Mark it on your
calendar now!

CHRIS NOVELL is DACS VP for Programs

VISTA,  Continued on page 7
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TRYING TO GENERATE enthusiasm
for its long overdue new Windows
version, Microsoft launched its PR

blitz for Windows Vista and Office 2007
on January 29 with the catch phrase "The
Wow starts now!"

 My old PC had died in December, and
I replaced it with a new Gateway PC that
came with Windows
XP Media Center Edi-
tion and a free up-
grade to Windows
Vista Home Premium
Edition. I also bought
Microsoft Office
2003 for the new
PC—and the timing
was such that it also
came with a free up-
grade to Office 2007. I sent in all the re-
quired proofs of purchase and finally, right
after the DACS General Meeting presen-
tation, my upgrades arrived.

I hadn’t skimped when I ordered my
new PC, so I had 2 GB of memory, a dual
core processor and a graphics video card
with 256 MB of memory. I also got a new
24” wide screen LCD monitor. If you want
to see if your machine can run Windows
Vista, you can run the Windows Vista
Upgrade Advisor (http://www.microsoft.
com/windows/products/windowsvista/
buyorupgrade/upgradeadvisor.mspx).

While waiting for the new software to
arrive, I made some preparations to back
up and partition my hard drive, so that I
would be able to dual-boot Windows XP
and Vista. I bought Acronis True Image
Home (http://www.acronis.com/home
computing/products/trueimage/) to be
able to back up my existing XP partition
and separate data partition, and bought
two FireWire/USB external enclosures to

get the data off the drives from my old PC,
and then use them as backup drives. (It
was my motherboard rather than the hard
drives that had died in the old PC, but so
many other things needed upgrading I
opted to get a whole new machine).  I also
bought Acronis Disk Director Suite (http://
www.acronis.com/homecomputing/prod-

ucts/diskdirector/) to
do the partitioning,
and it includes
Acronis OS selector
to allow me to boot
any operating sys-
tems I install.

The standard ad-
vice is that it is bet-
ter to do a clean in-
stall rather than an

upgrade install, although that means you
will have to reinstall all your applications
in the new install partition. I knew it takes
time for software and hardware vendors
to update their applications and device
drivers for a new OS, so I didn’t expect
that everything would immediately work
in the Vista partition. That’s why I wanted
to leave my XP partition undisturbed while
I installed Vista in a separate partition and
gradually built it up until one day I could
leave XP behind.

If you do a search on “XP Vista dual
boot” you will find a number of how-to
pages on setting this up. One I liked in
particular was “How do I... Install Win-
dows Vista in a dual-boot configuration
along with Windows XP?” (http://
articles.techrepublic.com.com/5100-
10877_11-6157570.html). One thing this
particular page mentions is that you don”t
have to do the Windows activation dur-
ing the install. In fact, until you are sure
you have Vista installed the way you want

it, it may be a good idea to hold off on
that.

Apparently, the Windows Vista instal-
lation had a little different concept than I
did of how it wanted to set things up. Even
though I specified Windows Vista to in-
stall in the empty partition, the install modi-
fied the master boot record and the boot
sector on the XP partition, so that I was
seeing Vista’s dual boot screen rather than
the Acronis OS Selector. The choices on
the Vista dual boot text screen were “Ear-
lier Version of Windows” and “Microsoft
Windows Vista.” Even when I tried to re-
store Acronis OS Selector as my boot se-
lector, I couldn’t boot directly into XP
without going through this ugly Vista dual
boot screen. That’s when my Acronis True
Image backup came in handy. I could boot
from my Acronis Rescue Media CD (be
sure to create that before you try to install
Vista) and restore the XP image from my
external hard drive backup. An image
backup can be restored more quickly than
a traditional file backup, and without the
need to restore the OS first.

Then, I tried again, but this time I booted
from the Vista install CD rather than start-
ing the install from Windows XP (or per-
haps I made these attempts in the reverse
order). I had the same undesirable result of
being forced to go through the Vista dual
boot screen. So once more I did a restore of
the XP partition. I did some more research
and found that it would be necessary to
completely hide the XP partition from the
Vista install, which I could do with the
Acronis Disk Director utility. That did the
trick, and I was finally able to install Vista
without disturbing my XP partition. I then
made the XP partition visible again and then
reinstalled Acronis OS Selector to be my
only boot selector. Hallelujah!

I’ll report next month on how I like the
new Windows Vista.

Richard Corzo is a computer programmer
and a DACS director. He has contributed past
articles on PC operating systems and utilities,
but prefers to boot up into Mac OS.

Preparing for the Wow
by Richard Corzo

Windows Vista

Enterprise Software Development
C#\.NET and SQL Server

Desmond Nolan, Consulant
Advanced Business Continunity Systems, Inc.

(203) 984- 0787
DesNolan@OptOnline.Net
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Point/Counterpoint

Vista—at First Glance
by John Lansdale

That was one the best professional
talks I’ve heard in a while. Jay
Ferron knew what he was talking

about. I learned more about Vista in an hour
than I would have buy-
ing and studying it for a
couple of weeks and I re-
ally liked many of the fea-
tures he demonstra-ted.
Some things were espe-
cially cool to me:
ReadyBoost - Vista could
use a flash drive as mem-
ory to complement your
regular RAM. Flash
drives aren’t as fast as
regular RAM, but they’re
faster than the disk and can be read ran-
domly, so they can boost performance.
Enhanced backup and restore - In my opin-
ion, a very useful improvement.
Windows Movie Maker - Included in all ver-
sions of Vista. Video editing programs can cost

a lot of money so it will be nice to have it
included in Home Premium and Ultimate.
Maybe now I’ll have to get a video camera!

Service Hardening Fea-
tures - Although I don’t
like security ‘enhance-
ments’ in general, this
one is good. When older
versions are booting up,
before anyone logs in, all
the services are running
in the background with
maximum administrator
privileges even though
ID may not need them. A
virus could use this to do
bad things. Now, they

will run with less authority.

User Account Control - I’m not sure
whether I like this or not, but I’ve got
to mention it because it is an important
addition to Vista. Jay talked about it for
some time. It works like SU in Linux.

     Users now have more authority. They
can do things like install software, manage
file access, etc. so they don’t need to be
administrator as often. The administrator
has two security tokens - one as a user, one
as administrator. Anytime something requir-
ing more than user authority is needed, a
warning box pops up.
     Applications will no longer be able to
store data in program file folders. MS SQL
server was one example of such a program.
In the old design, Windows gave fairly un-
restricted file access authority to the appli-
cation. The application would then restrict
authority in its own way. Access will now
be restricted directly at the file level by Win-
dows. The application manages users via
Windows. This makes it harder for malware
to take over the application and do damage.
(The flip side is that if all your security informa-
tion is handled by Windows, it’s harder to
move the application to another system).
Windows Sidebar and Gadgets, Windows
Aero, and Live Icons - All use the new high
speed graphics. With the side bar and gad-
gets, you can have little applications run-
ning all the time for easy viewing. I can imag-
ine using a stock market, weather or per-
haps a web cam type gadget. The thumbnails

Vista, NY . . .

Chamber of Commerce take
notice!The business climate in the
east end of Katonah-Lewisboro is

more favorable than in the west. Residents
of Katonah are massing
to prevent Martha Stuart
from using their town
name as a trademark for a
line of furniture.

At the same time a
large international com-
pany has used Vista‘s
name for a line of Win-
dows and there hasn’t
been a word of complaint.

As a Certified
Microsoft Professional
always looking for an op-
portunity, I noticed this a while ago and
considered modifying my resume to empha-
size the address. (Switching from South
Salem to large font VISTA 10590, may be tak-
ing something out of the history section to
make room). Prospective employers might have
subconsciously felt I was somehow associ-
ated with this hot new operating system.

However, after a lecture on Windows
Vista last night at the Danbury Area Com-
puter Society* I’ve changed my mind. It
could be held against me.

Vista has some good features, but over
all, in my honest opinion,
this release is more valu-
able to its maker than to
its users. In short, it’s too
much in-your-face. The
web is busy enough. We
don’t need endless eye-
catching video and graph-
ics, pop-ups requiring ro-
botic decisions and an in-
trusive desktop linked to
Big Brother over the web.
The emphasis of their fo-
cus groups must have

been how to sell you more of Microsoft
product X? It should have been how can
Microsoft help you?

A few tips. If you’re going to change,
then upgrade your hardware. Performance
lags even with Vista’s higher minimum re-
quirements. Don’t expect all your old soft-
ware to work, especially if it wasn’t written

by Microsoft. Run the microsoft.com free
Windows Vista Upgrade Advisor tool. My
hardware is ok except for the sound card
driver and about 15 programs, including
some from Microsoft that won’t work or
will have problems.

Use Firefox as your browser and Google
for your search engine. If you stay with IE7,
stop those initial browsing delays by turn-
ing off the anti-phishing feature. Use
NetZero’s free, functionally equivalent tool
instead and only turn it on when you are
about to visit a suspicious site.

Don’t upgrade to Office 2007 unless
you’ve got some time to spare. Time will tell if
it’s better but it’s radically new and the learn-
ing curve is steeper than with prior versions.

All Windows Vista versions (Home,
Business, Ultra, etc.) use the same software,
advanced features are just turned off in the
less expensive versions (This is a feature!).
As always, beware of software and media
piracy. Time spent tweaking the Parental Con-
trol option does not count as quality time.

To solve the spirit problem of staying
with my favored team even in hard times—
rather than switching to Apple or Linux—
my plan is to stick with XP for awhile.

Katonah residents, who like Martha
Stuart’s furniture but don’t want to offend

Vista—Look Again!
by John Lansdale

Look Again, Continued on page 7

First Glance, Continued on page 7
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are a memory helper, because when you move
the mouse over a document, up pops a minia-
turized version of the original. Aero is that 3D
rotating  Ferris wheel of applications.
BitLocker Drive Encryption - Lets you
encrypt sections of your hard drive so well
that even if another system is booted up it
can’t be read. Caveat. Use with caution, but
it’s great for top-secret data.

"I have to give the new Office 2007
toolbar/ribbon a mixed review. It's supposed
to make it easier to use all of Office's fea-
tures, but it requires too much attention.
For example, it changes every time you do
something different in Word so it’s unpre-
dictable where your buttons will be. Also,
the new document format can’t be read by
old versions of Office unless they install a
special program from Microsoft. This is
going to be a real hassle for big companies
who want to roll Office 2007 out slowly. But
I’m glad I learned about it now so that I can
be prepared."

their neighbors, may want to consider some-
thing from the Turkey Hill collection.

JOHN LANSDALE is an active DACS member and
director, and head of the Opensource Web
Programming SIG and Linux SIG.

FIRST GLANCE, Continued from page 6

LOOK AGAIN!, Continued from page 6

Commentary

Circuit Rider
Version 4.10

by Jim Scheef

DRM Dichotomy

HAVE YOU NOTICED the news on
digital rights management (DRM)?
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates agree

that DRM has failed for music. Wow!
When did they finally wake up? Well, it
was about the time when one of them real-
ized that there is money to be made from
selling music without DRM. The articles I
read on this all have no word from the
RIAA. I believe you are now (or soon will
be) able to buy songs on iTunes without
DRM for $1.25 or for 99¢ with—not sure
who gets the extra quarter.

The DH-1B Visa Crisis
The cover story on this week’s issue

of InformationWeek (April 9, 2007) really
caught my eye—“One Hundred Thirty-
Three Thousand H1-B Visa Applications
Submitted In Two Days—Sign of a tech
talent shortage, a grab for cheap labor –
or a cry for reform?” Can this be true?
Applications for almost exactly twice the
yearly limit of 65,000 visas were filed in
just two days? Apparently so.

During gaps in the obsession over
Don Imus, this story has actually seen
some airtime. I listened to a call-in talk
show on NPR last week about this very
topic. I was shouting at the radio when
an unemployed caller claiming to be a
well-qualified 50+ year-old programmer
who cannot find a job was labeled an
isolated case! No one can deny that we
need immigration reform. But when Bill
Gates complains to Congress that we
need more H-1B visas for our country
to remain competitive in the global mar-
ketplace, I feel nauseous!

Space here does not permit describing
how dysfunctional the process of award-
ing these visas has become. H-1B visas are
a guest worker program for foreign workers
to fill jobs that cannot be filled by Ameri-
cans. However, many (some say a majority)
of the visas go to Indian outsourcing com-
panies who use the visas to train their work-
ers and then take the jobs back to India. I
wanted to call that talk show to tell them
that this happened a few years ago to people
right here in Danbury.

Supporters of an increase in H-1B
visas say that there are not enough Ameri-
cans graduating from universities to fill

the available jobs. It is true that few kids
are graduating with computer science
degrees. The reason is that these kids are
not dummies—they know that IT salaries
are not going up and are getting degrees
in areas with better prospects.

I have always believed that immigra-
tion is what made this country great and
that we need to make our diversity our
strength. If the H-1B program was in-
tended to be a path to citizenship, it
has failed. It needs more than just re-
form, Congress needs to start over and
try to find something that works for
everyone, those who truly want to im-
migrate and those of us who are here
and need to work.

The Saga of Julie Amero
The sentencing hearing for Julie Amero

was postponed until April 26th according
to the Hartford Courant. Hopefully some
sanity will come to this case between now
and then. From everything I have read on
this case, the conviction should be vacated
with prejudice and everyone involved in
the prosecution of the case including the
Norwich police, school and city officials
(school network administrators in particu-
lar) should be made to sit in front of a com-
puter with pop-up software firmly in con-
trol for at least a week while they try to stop
the pop-ups and the judge watches! If you
don’t know what this is about, see my col-
umn from last month.

JIM SCHEEF is former president of DACS.

While Microsoft has postured 512MB
as the minimum amount of system memory
required, Jay recommended seeing 1GB as
the base, adding, “You also need a good
video card.”

The audience uniformly seemed to en-
joy taking in the Aero effect, following the
mouse darting across the screen as it re-
vealed the glass-like menu bars, Windows
Flip 3D, and Live Thumbnails.

Greater parental controls may be the
most convincing feature for some users.
Jay described how parameters could be set,
including restricting visits to certain websites
and specifying time periods of usage.

Microsoft Office products received sig-
nificant revisions as well.  Jay pointed out
that MS Word 2003 has 31 toolbars whereas
the 2007 version has 7 ribbons making it
easier to find the function a user is looking
for. Outlook features now include an RSS
reader, Task Center, and To- Do bar.

Readers will note that not all features are
available in all versions of Vista. Microsoft pro-
vides Windows Vista: Compare Editions. De-
tails of the features can be found in Windows
Vista: Features Explained.

CHRIS NOVELL is DACS VP for Programs

VISTA, Continued from page 4

This is your
last newsletter

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 03/2007
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

3/8/ to 4/19/20077
Steve Batter

New Members
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Special Interest Groups

SIG News & Events

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application development
using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript and SQL Server
programming tools. Session starts with a Random Access, fol-
lowed by a programming discussion with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer cfizer@snet.net.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: May 2

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching and printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 graffic@bigfoot.com. Meets
last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  May 30.

Investment Strategies. Discusses various investment strate-
gies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, pgehr4402@aol.com.
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: May 17

Jobs. Networking and discussion of the jobs search environment.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux
operating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: John Lansdale 914-533-2002
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: May 16

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo macsig@dacs.org.
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: May 3

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.
Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets  3rd Monday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.

Next Meeting: May 21

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys mainte-
nance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: May 19

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications, in-
cluding Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef jscheef@telemarksys.com
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: May 10

VB.Net, Visual Basic-6. Focuses on Smart Client Windows ap-
plication development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL
Server programming tools. Starts with a Random Access ses-
sion followed by Object Oriented discussions and program-
ming with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 cfizer@snet.net or Greg
Austin, 845 494-5095 greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Cen-
ter, preceeded 1 hour with a shared cost pizza snack.
Next Meeting: May 2

Virtual Computing. This SIG will explore virtual computing
technologies and how to leverage them as additional sys-
tem resources.  Our main focus will be on the free VMWare
products, but we will also take a look at other technologies
and tools.
Meets 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center
Contact: Rob Limbaugh (relimbaugh@dacs.org), 203 826-8196.
Next Meeting: May 22.

Web Design. Explores Applications for designing and creating
Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens avo555@earthlink.net.
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: May 14

SIG NOTES: May 2007

SIG Notes, cont. on page 15

Macintosh. In April, DACS member Patrick Libert demonstrated
NeoOffice (http://www.neooffice.org/) and talked about the re-
lated suite OpenOffice.org (http://www.openoffice.org/). They are
free open-source office suites which support Microsoft Office
file formats such as Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.
       OpenOffice.org is a cross-platform suite that also runs on
Windows, Linux, and Solaris systems. It requires the XWindow
windowing environment which is built into Linux and Solaris,
but is an optional install on Mac OS X. NeoOffice is an offshoot
specifically targeted towards Mac OS X. It’s interface will seem
more like a native Mac application and doesn’t require the in-
stallation of the optional X11 XWindow System.
       Patrick demonstrated the Writer word processor, Calc spread-
sheet, and the Impress presentation programs. NeoOffice also
has a drawing program and a database program in the suite.
When we initially tried to format a phrase in a document to use a
different font, we couldn’t see any font choices in the drop down list.
We eventually figured out that this was due to the fact that Patrick
had opened a file from a CD, which couldn’t be edited directly until
we copied it to the hard drive.
       Because of time constraints, we did not download
OpenOffice during this session. If any members are inter-
ested, this could be planned for a future meeting.

       At the end of the meeting, one member mentioned that
he had tried to use the GIMP (Gnu Image Manipulation Pro-
gram) (http://www.gimp.org/macintosh/), a free program simi-
lar to Photoshop, but that he had been unsuccessful. The
reason is that he had installed the X11 SDK, a kit for some-
one developing an X11 program, instead of the X11 applica-
tion which is an optional component of the Mac OS X install.
       If you didn’t install this component initially, just insert the
Mac OS X Tiger install disk and open Optional Installs.mpkg.
Choosing a Custom Install, just look for X11 under Applica-
tions. By mistake, the member had installed the X11 SDK in
the Xcode Tools folder on the install disk. When he got home
and installed the X11 application instead, he reported he
finally had success running the GIMP.

Virtual Computing. The March meeting of Server and Net-
working SIG was a review of all of the progress in the Re-
source Center to date along with a brief session on how to
access the virtual server machine. Right now we have two
physical server machines running in the RC. The first is our
primary domain controller running Windows Server 2003 sp1
R2. So far this has the Active Directory (domain controller),
DNS server, DHCP server and file server roles installed.
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May 2007May 2007May 2007May 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

2

4 PM Internet Prog.
7 PM Visual Basic

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

3

Macintosh
7:00 PM

Richard Corzo
macsig@dacs.org

4 5

6 7

7:00 PM
Board of Directors

8 9 10

7:00 PM
Server

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

11 12

13 14 15

Web Design
Anna Collens
203 746-5922

16

7:30 PM
Linux

John Lansdale
914 533-2002

17

7:30 PM
Investment

Paul Gehrett
203 426-8436

18 19

DACS.DOC
Deadline

20 21

Opensource Web
Program.
7:00 PM

John Lansdale
914-533-2002

22

Virtual Computing
Rob Limbaugh
203 826-8196

23 24

7:00 PM
PC Maintenance
Charles Bovaird
203 792-7881

25 26

27 28 29 30

7:00 PM
Digital Imaging

Ken Graff
203 775-6667

31

Apr 2007

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Jun 2007

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Danbury Area Computer Society
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Opensource

A First Look at Ubuntu 6.10
By David Mawdsley
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“Dear, I thought I asked you to search for directions to
‘Grand Canyon Inn’, not ‘In Grand Canyon’.”

WITH QUITE A BIT OF trepida-
tion, I decided to try the Linux
distribution Ubuntu 6.10 dur-

ing March and the first part of April 2007.
My old home-built PC had
284MB RAM, an 800MHz
processor, floppy drive, CD-
RW drive, DVD-ROM drive
and a blank hard drive with
80GB of space—an old sys-
tem by today’s standards.

Not knowing much of
anything involving Linux
other than raw bravado, I dis-
covered an offer to try a free Live DVD en-
closed in a Linux magazine, I figured at worst
I could reformat the drive and make it into a
storage computer of some type. Live CD’s
allow trials of an operating system without
installing the product. Without much
thought, I inserted the DVD-ROM and
chose to install Ubuntu. A few preference
screens later, things were looking good.

I was encouraged that the install pro-
ceeded without incident though it took the
best part of 45 minutes to complete. When
done, I was faced with a Nautilus desktop.
So what to do? I first found that in the Ap-
plications menu, there was my old friend
Firefox under the Internet section. Using
an Ethernet cable I connected without inci-
dent through my router to my DSL account.
Firefox soon wanted to update to version
2.0.0.1 which I let it do. I brought in the

extension No Script which I prefer to use
though some hate it and it attached to
Firefox without issues.

Ubuntu apparently “saw” a connection
to its “mother” at www.
Ubuntu.com, and indicated
that updates to Ubuntu and
it’s software were needed.
Giving the superuser pass-
word, it then proceeded to
download 183 files, extract
them, check for dependen-
cies, fix the ones I needed, in-
stalled the updates and then

it indicated it was complete—after about 2
½  hours of downloads. Whew, that was
really easy. No request to restart either! It
was surreal—it was just too easy. On other
days there have been smaller but just-as-
easy updates.

The list of items in the applications list
was now longer with OpenOffice 2.0 com-
pletely filled in along with the photo editor
Gimp. These were ready to use immediately.
There were lots of things I didn’t know about
yet. I now began to experiment by opening
applications to see what they did. I then
experimented with the System menu and
found lots of nice utilities under Preferences
and Administration. I changed the desktop
and the screen saver.

Next, I investigated the Applications
menu and found Add/Remove. The Man-
ager window opened and checked for ap-

proved applications by which I could add
applications by checking boxes or remove
applications by unchecking boxes. The
Package Manager then took over and pro-
ceeded to locate the applications I’d se-
lected, downloaded and installed  them,
checking of course if dependencies needed
some changes. When completed, I clicked
“close” and the applications were now
ready to use. They actually were ready to
use immediately.

Next, I installed my HP Deskjet 5550
printer which took all of 3 minutes to install.
Ubuntu had the driver already. It also had
the driver for my external USB hard drive
that showed up immediately in the list of
devices in the Places then Computers menu.
Later, I found a device manager listing un-
der System | Administration | Device Man-
ager. There were no outstanding issues as
Ubuntu had found all my tower’s hardware
and had associated drivers with it.

By now I was really in a state of shock.
Surely something would go awry that would
make me hit the first 2 books I’d bought to
help me with getting up-to-speed on Linux.
It was just too easy. It turns out that stay-
ing in the Ubuntu distribution list of ap-
proved software is the only reasonable way
to begin with Ubuntu. Once Linux needs
go beyond Ubuntu into the greater Linux
community of software, the dependency
issues arrive quickly and usually with a ven-
geance. Ubuntu has a large community of
helpers to sort these kinds of things out,
but from what I gather, Ubuntu prefers that
you use approved applications so you
don’t destabilize the Ubuntu installation
(There must be a Ubuntu god inside the
computer somewhere that acts as a con-
science for all this).

I bought a Netgear WG311 wireless PCI
card to use in the computer with my router,
but Ubuntu and Netgear didn’t have a
driver for this. There is a community work-
around but it’s technical and very compli-
cated for a beginner like me. In short, it in-
volves using NdisWrapper with a Windows
XP driver for the Netgear WG311 (supplied
by Netgear). As I understand it, the out-of-
Ubuntu package NdisWrapper has to be
installed first (not easy). Next NdisWrapper
tricks Linux (Ubuntu) by using a mini-Win-
dows XP emulation to use the Netgear Win-
dows XP driver—passing TCP/IP data
through to Ubuntu. I haven’t got it work-
ing yet, but it’s on my to-do list when I’m
knowledgeable enough about Linux
(Ubuntu). For now an Ethernet cable will
do just fine. It seems like a scary install. I
have more studying to do on this.

A few days into Ubuntu, I discovered
that Ubuntu checks regularly for updates,
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and with the superuser permission it does
what it needs to. One day, a revision of the
kernel arrived which did require a restart
(the first). The settling-in process with all
the various updates takes a few days to
settle down. After that, the updates are in-
frequent though usually a couple per week.

I have since installed a Ubuntu-ap-
proved FTP tool which allows me to update
websites I work on. I’ve installed an HTML
editor which has lots of features that help
my raw coding. I’ve looked at numerous
menus to see what applications do and have
been pleasantly surprised with the extent
of applications that are available. Applica-
tions | Education | Kig is a tool that looks
and feels much like Geometer Sketchpad
from my high school teaching days.

Tentatively, I’ve begun to use the Ter-
minal screen which allows command-line
navigation through all the files. While some-
what similar to DOS commands, it’s very
capable and extensive, along with being
useful and dangerous at the same time. A
simple command in Terminal mode can wreck
an installation—including Ubuntu. How-
ever, the command set is very capable and
allows all sorts of things involving installa-
tions, changing permissions, downloading
files, etc... I try to stay away from the Terminal
screen because I know that I could badly mess
up the neat install I have with Ubuntu. I’ve
learned to stay away from system folders.

I downloaded and installed a client
from the World Community Grid which
conducts AIDS research in the back-
ground. The installation was messy but
at least it works. It syncs with it’s home
server, gets the work units, does them and
reports results back (I also have this pro-
gram working on my Windows XP busi-
ness laptop in screen saver mode).

Conclusions:
The good:

1. Very easy Ubuntu install, little brain
power needed; just fill in the default screens.

2. The list of applications available is
extensive and is free(open source).

3. Updates are almost “silent.”
4. No system disk for hardware is re-

quired (Standard hardware is “recognized.”)
5. The menus are easy to navigate,

with right-mouse capabilities as usual.
6. Devices like a USB connection to

my iPod Shuffle were easy(syncing is an-
other story).

7. The learning curve on just using
Ubuntu is easy.

The not so good:
1. Wireless is not well supported yet

by Ubuntu or Netgear (The Ubuntu com-

munity has work-arounds involving us-
ing a Windows XP driver inside a
Win4Lin application, but their solutions
are not for the beginner).

2. There are problems with out-of-
Ubuntu-approved applications (The de-
pendencies might be unsupported or fail
unless things are just right).

3. Learning to navigate with the Ter-
minal screen requires lots of expertise and
careful typing. Routine stuff is fine, but
strict care must always be used in what
commands are being given. This is essen-
tial for the integrity of Ubuntu—or any
Linux distribution.

4. Newer hardware and peripherals may
not have established drivers.

5. Troubleshooting problems varies
from very easy to very hard.

Unresolved so far:
1. The firewall and anti-virus situation

hasn’t been resolved yet. My router and
the way Linux is configured with strict
permissions—basically guards my com-
puter for now. For the moment I’m skip-
ping an anti-virus and firewall application.

2. The wireless card which I really want
to use (ugly situation with a complicated
install).

3. Some 3rd party software (password
manager, disk encryption, in-house net-
working) I haven’t figured out yet. I’m sure
they’re available, but I haven’t traveled
those roads yet. At some point I’ll be more
knowledgeable and brave.

4. I haven’t plumbed the capabilities
of Win4Lin which will allow me to load

Windows applications into Ubuntu. I’ll get
to it when I’m better able to cope with its
surrounding issues.

What’s my bottom line? Ubuntu is
wonderful for 99% of what I want to do!
The distribution is very slick. Word pro-
cessing, spread sheets, presentations are
compatible with Microsoft Word, Excel and
PowerPoint. Evolution Mail is better than
Microsoft Outlook in my opinion.  That
other 1% will dog me for quite awhile—a
price I can certainly pay for the free distri-
bution of Ubuntu 6.10 (October, 2006). I’m
looking forward to trying out Ubuntu 7.04
(April, 2007) which comes out hopefully
on April 19th. However, Ubuntu 6.10 is
already a terrific addition to my lab and I
may just stay with it for this year.

Resources to read
1. Moving to Ubuntu Linux, by Marcel

Gagné, Addison Wesley, 2007
2. Linux for Dummies, by Dee-Ann

LeBlanc, Wiley Publishing, Inc., 2006
3. Linux, Quick Study Computer, by

John Hales, Bar Charts, Inc. (plastic
cribsheet)

4. Windows to Linux Business Desk-
top Migration, by Mark R. Hinkle, Charles
River Media, Inc., 2006  (excellent expla-
nation of what to expect, the good and
the difficult)

Resources to use
1. Ubuntu community and forums
2. Prayer!

David Mawdsley is a DACS member and a
welcome addition to our editorial contributers.

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more? Find all that
plus food for thought at the meeting after the meeting—the DACS PIG SIG.
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TELEVISION, AS MOST of us know
it, has barely two years of life left in
it. Congress has set a deadline of

February 17, 2009 for analog broadcasts
to end. That means that
the faithful television
that you have had, for
I don’t know how many
years, will cease func-
tioning on that date.
Well, cease functioning
may be too strong of a
description, but there
will no longer be an
over the air broadcast
of the analog type of
signal that it knows
how to interpret.

Starting on that
date, all of the over the air television
broadcasting stations have been man-
dated to transmit the digital television for-
mat signal only. Old faithful, or maybe not
so old, can still be used as long as there is
some device that can feed it the analog
signal that it knows how to deal with. This
could be your VCR or DVD player for in-
stance. Or, it could be one of the set top
boxes that millions of people are going to
have to purchase if they wish to continue
using their analog television to receive
over the air television broadcasts. The
purpose of the set top box is to tune in the
digital television frequency and convert
it to the NTSB analog signal that your
television knows how to deal with.

The set top boxes contain an ATSC
tuner. This stands for Advanced Tele-
vision Systems Committee. They are an
international organization setting the
standards for digital television. In time,
they will replace the NTSC, which is an
American organization overseeing ana-
log TV transmissions. There is consid-
erable talk about Congress passing leg-
islation to subsidize, or provide free of
charge, set top boxes to low income
families. At this time there is no require-
ment that the recipients be United States
citizens.

When you purchase a digital televi-
sion, ATSC is a term that will be listed
on the specifications showing that the
television has a built-in digital tuner.

There are eighteen formats in the DTV
spectrum, 12 SDTV formats and 6 HDTV
formats.

The Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) is the regu-
lating organization in the
United States that con-
trols conversion from
analog to digital. The
Federal Communications
Commission has set
deadlines that mandate
all manufacturers include
digital tuners in their tele-
visions. These are the
dates that have been
mandated:

July 1, 2005: all TVs
with screen sizes over 36

in. must include built-in ATSC tuner.
July 1, 2006: 100% of 25 to 35in. TVs

must include ATSC DTV tuner.
July 1, 2007: 100% of 13 to 24in. TVs

must include ATSC DTV tuner.
July 1, 2007: 100% of all interface

device’s must have ATSC DTV tuner. That
includes equipment such as VHS VCRs,
DVD player/recorders, and DVRs.

These deadlines only apply to new
televisions and do not include the huge
inventory of existing units. That is why
you may see a number of television’s
larger than 36in. still being sold without
built-in digital tuners.

Definition of television; a television
is a viewing device that includes a tuner.
A device without a tuner is called a moni-
tor. There is a loophole in the FCC regula-
tions that allows manufacturers to build
TVs without any tuner which would tech-
nically make it a monitor.

Most cable subscribers and all satel-
lite subscribers use their service provider’s
set top box to receive and decode the digi-
tal signals instead of using the television’s
built-in ATSC tuner. One exception to that
rule is a small credit card type of chip that
takes the place of the set top box and is
called a CableCARD.

Most cable and satellite providers
charge in the neighborhood of $9.95 a
month to receive HD channels. Over the
air High Definition channels are “free” in

the same sense that current analog chan-
nels are free, that is you pay the price of
watching the commercials but don’t actu-
ally have to shell out money. So if you
spend the extra bucks up front to buy an
HD television that includes the ATSC
tuner, you are not forced to pay that addi-
tional monthly charge. By purchasing an
antenna from an electronics store for in
the neighborhood of $25.00 to $100.00, a
person that owns a set with a built-in
ATSC tuner can enjoy the over the air
broadcasts for free.

When the analog signals are turned
off and digital becomes the standard, cable
and satellite providers will probably pro-
vide the local networks for free if they
don’t do so already. But you will still have
to buy or lease the cable box which right
now costs in the neighborhood of
$199.00. In addition to that, you’ll still
have to purchase the programming from
the provider.

So if you are a person that currently
relies on getting all of your television
through a rooftop antenna, in less than
two years you will be faced with the
choice of spending money for some new
equipment or no longer being able to
watch television.

One method of dealing with the prob-
lem would be to purchase one of the new
DVD VCR combos that include the ATSC
tuner. A number of VCR manufacturers,
including Panasonic, have announced
that when the new regulations go into ef-
fect, they will simply stop manufacturing
that class of equipment. JVC has an-
nounced a new DVD/VCR/ATSC tuner
model that will be available in May, the
DRMV99 at $329.95. If you already own a
good VCR and a good DVD player, it might
make more sense to go ahead and pur-
chase just the ATSC set top tuner.

In addition to dealing with all of the
high definition signal acquisition prob-
lems, a whole lot of people are already
trying to deal with the somewhat con-
fusing array of HDTV offerings. The ter-
minology which is frequently observed
in the papers can be very confusing.
The phrase “HD ready” is usually an
indicator that the unit is a monitor that
does not include a tuner. A lot of adver-
tisements conveniently do not include
what version of high definition a par-
ticular offering is. It is simply referred
to as HD without saying whether it is
720i, 720p, 1080i or 1080p. The actual
pixel resolution is often omitted as well.
The 720i or p sets need to have a reso-
lution of 1280 pixels by 720 pixels. The
real 1080i or p sets need to have a reso-

Countdown to the
Digital Deadline

By Jim Sanders

Media
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lution of 1920 pixels by 1080 pixels. Just
like the older VGA computer monitors
the 720i refers to an interlaced display and
the 720p refers to a progressive scan dis-
play. The progressive display is the bet-
ter quality.

Then you have to decide which dis-
play technology you are going to pick.
The Plasma flat panel,
the LCD flat panel,
the rear projection
DLP television, the
rear projection LCD
television, the wall
projection unit in ei-
ther DLP or LCD.
What is the brightness
level?  What is the
viewing angle?  What
is the life expectancy
of the projector bulb?
What is the cost of the
projector bulb?  Does
the unit have a VGA, a
DVI and an HDMI
video connector?

At the moment, I think the best bang
for the buck is to purchase a projector
that will do 720p, and if you can afford the
extra cost, one that will do 1080p. If you
have never seen even an older 800x600
projector displaying a movie from a stan-
dard DVD on an eight foot diagonal
screen, I think you will find it impressive
and I think you should do that before you
spend money on anything.

Some selected FAQs from your http:/
/www.dtv.gov/ site.

What is the digital TV transition?
The switch from analog TV (the tradi-

tional TV system using magnetic waves
to transmit and display TV pictures and
sound) to digital television (the new TV
system using information transmitted as
“data bits” — like a computer — to dis-
play movie-quality pictures and sound),
is referred to at the digital TV (DTV)
transition. In 1996, the U.S. Congress
authorized the distribution of an addi-
tional broadcast channel to each TV
broadcaster so that they could intro-
duce DTV service while simultaneously
continuing their analog TV broadcasts.
In addition to improved picture and
sound quality, an important benefit of
DTV is that it will free up parts of the
broadcast spectrum for public safety as
well as other valuable uses. This is pos-
sible because the modern technology
of DTV is more efficient than analog TV
technology. DTV allows the same num-
ber of stations to broadcast using fewer

total channels (less of the broadcast
spectrum) which will free up scarce and
valuable spectrum for public safety and
new wireless services.
What is the February 17th, 2009 DTV
deadline date?

Congress passed a law on February 1,
2006, setting a final deadline for the DTV
transition of February 17, 2009. Most tele-

vision stations will
continue broadcast-
ing both analog and
digital programming
until February 17,
2009, when all analog
broadcasting will
stop. Analog TVs re-
ceiving over-the-air
programming will still
work after that date,
but owners of these
TVs will need to buy
converter boxes to
change digital broad-
casts into analog for-

mat. Converter boxes will be available from
consumer electronic products retailers at
that time. Cable and satellite subscribers
with analog TVs should contact their ser-
vice providers about obtaining converter
boxes for the DTV transition.

What is digital television (DTV)?
Digital television (DTV) is a new

type of broadcasting technology that
will transform television as we now
know it. By transmitting the informa-
tion used to make a TV picture and
sound as “data bits” (like a computer),
a digital broadcaster can carry more in-
formation than is currently possible
with analog broadcast technology. For
example, the technology allows the
transmission of pictures with higher
resolution for dramatically better pic-
ture and sound quality than currently
available – called High Definition Tele-
vision (HDTV) - or the transmission of
several “standard definition” TV pro-
grams at once – called “multicasting.”
“Standard definition” digital TV pic-
tures would be similar in clarity and
detail to the best TV pictures being re-
ceived and displayed today using the
current analog broadcast system and
TV receivers. DTV technology can also
be used to provide interactive video and
data services that are not possible with
“analog” technology.

Is HDTV the same thing as DTV?
HDTV is the highest quality of DTV,

but it is only one of many formats. In ad-

dition to HDTV, the most common formats
are Standard Definition Television (SDTV)
and Enhanced Definition Television
(EDTV).

SDTV is the baseline display and reso-
lution for both analog and digital. Trans-
mission of SDTV may be in either the tradi-
tional (4:3) or wide-screen (16:9) format.
EDTV is a step up from Analog Televi-
sion. EDTV comes in widescreen (16:9) or
traditional (4:3) format and provides bet-
ter picture quality than SDTV, but not as
high as HDTV.

JIM SANDERS is editor, North Orange County
Computer Club, California, editor(at)noccc.org.

This article has been provided to APCUG by
the author solely for publication by APCUG
member groups. All other uses require the per-
mission of the author (see e-mail address
above).

Thanks!
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Significant Bits
By Sean N. Henderson

Commentary

BEFORE I GET INTO this month’s
topic, here are some DACS re
lated updates.

SWAG
If you haven’t checked out DACS

GEAR on Café Press, do so!  Visit http://
www.cafe press.com/
dacsgear and purchase a
sticker for your car. This is
our mini outdoor-advertis-
ing campaign. From re-
viewing the site metrics,
most visitors to http://
www. dacs. org are not lo-
cal. The stickers are meant
to help change this.

The Cafe Press site
also is our fund raiser, and
a nominal markup makes
sure every purchase puts something in the
kitty. There are clocks, mouse pads, mugs
and more.

FOCUS GROUP
Focus Group results are in and dis-

tributed among the Board and Officers.
Things that are likely to change include
some changes in server services at the
DACS Resource Center (DRC) and possi-
bly some user workstations for members
to use. Maybe even some daytime hours
available at the DRC. A lot of the changes
will be subtle and mostly invisible to those
not directly involved in DACS’ inner work-
ings. Which brings me to...

VOLUNTEER
The Board, Officers and other vol-

unteers for DACS have put in a tremen-
dous amount of time on behalf of the
organization. We really need more vol-
unteers and greater participation from
the membership. Members are hereby
invited to submit articles, attend SIGs
and other things. For instance, I will no
longer be providing the food at general
meetings, so if anyone would like to
take over, please contact me and or join
the Marketing Committee. Check the
website for the link to the Yahoo Group.

SIGS and Novice Newbies
If you feel like some of the SIGs are

“too far along”, give them another chance.
SIG leaders are hereby on notice to in-

clude novice/newbie sections to their
SIGs. And, just because someone may be
a “newbie” in some technology, doesn’t
mean  they are a total newbie. So I would
suggest that SIG leaders take a moment to
visit with new attendees to address any
newbie concerns.

Less is More
The comedian Steven

Wright once pondered in
an article that “if technol-
ogy doesn’t leave a gap,
what good is it?”  That
stuck with me ever since I
read it sometime in the
90s, and being a person
who prizes free-time and
an open calendar
(right...), it’s a good mea-

sure of how well my devices provide for
these values. Free time and large blocks of
time to think are the key components (for
me anyway) to being creative.

I don’t yet have any stats on how or if
technology has produced a gap. I do know
how some programs in my house help me
with the little stuff.

Every October, I publish a family news-
letter that goes out to nearly everyone I’ve
ever met or with whom I have done busi-
ness. Both my wife and I have lived in so
many places and made so many great con-
nections that this newsletter helps keep
those connections alive. The newsletter
helps, especially since it doesn’t come
bundled with the holiday cards we also mail
out. So how do we manage this list?  We
currently are using the Palm Desktop that
comes with our PDAs. We create another
user on it within the common Windows ac-
count we both use, and all of our address
updates are contained within.

When it comes time for a mailing, we
export it into a spreadsheet to use as a
data source for a Word Mail Merge, and
voila - the labels are done.

So, what is the time saving from that
vs. handwriting labels?  A couple of hours
and some wrist pain. Adding in all the time
spent keeping the system square, I’m du-
bious if doing it with a computer saves
any time overall. Sean’s Rule-of-Thumb
#1 : If your mailing list contains less than
100 people and is personal in nature, ditch
the computer and handwrite them.

The other thing that saves me time is
ditching the bells-and-whistles of a GUI
desktop (Windows or Linux). Most of my
communication is done in a shell session
into SDF. I whip through email quickly and
edit my personal website using UNIX tools
such as ‘sed’ and ‘vi’. My stuff is avail-
able anywhere I have an Internet connec-
tion. This also insulates me from having
to deal with OS upgrades, or anything like
that. System maintenance takes time, and
having an organization like SDF handle it
for me is a real time saver. Sean’s Rule-of-
thumb #2: Ditch the GUI...

The last nugget I have for you is that in
this day and age, freeware software, in my
experience, seems to have outpaced retail
software in terms of quality and usability.
The reasons are pretty simple – more de-
velopers who are passionate about the
project, and no marketing people to muck
up the feature-set. (Says the marketing per-
son...) The fact that this software is free
isn’t really a consideration, because I usu-
ally donate for exceptional programs or pro-
grams that become my faves, such as Open
Office or JBMail. But, maybe in contrast to
the previous paragraph, these are usually
GUI applications. Much of the command-
line programs I use on SDF are either native
to UNIX/Linux or else programs I’ve writ-
ten myself. For instance, I keep a daily job
log using a program I wrote called
‘dailysum.sh.’ My work environment forces
me to use MS Outlook, and despite the
‘Journal’ function being available, it is un-
usable for my needs. So, I wrote my own
end-of-day summary script. Getting a re-
port from this stuff is easy—I just use the
UNIX ‘grep’ tool and voila—instant report.
Sean’s Rule-of-thumb #3: Check out all
freeware applications or write your own app if
a paid ware application isn’t doing it for you.

That’s all I have for now. I’m off to
Puerto Rico for some vacation as I write
this. I’m only bringing a PDA and a MP3
player – such freedom!

SEAN is a director of DACS ..

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS
DACS members may publish

noncommercial, computer-re-
lated classified ads in dacs.doc
at no charge.  Ads may be sent
by e-mail to Charlie Bovaird at
aam@mags. net, or hard-copy
may be submitted at our monthly
general meeting.
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Ask DACS
     April 2007

Jim Scheef, Moderator
Lisa Leifels, Reporter

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General
Meeting may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the ques-

tion for you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as
possible since we can’t probe during the session.

SIG Notes, continued from page 8

Q.  I have a Netgear wireless router and
I’m looking for the correct port
number to use with iChat.

A.  When using iChat AV with Network
Address Translation (NAT) routers,
certain ports must be open to allow
video and audio conferencing
behind a firewall.  Some devices have
these ports open by default, while
others require configuration.

You can go to the Apple website and find
a list of routers that Apple consid-
ers iChat AV compatible.  No addi-
tional configuring or port forward-
ing is required on these routers.

NAT is a popular way of sharing an

internet connection on a small
network.  A small number of routers
handle network traffic in such a way
that they do not work with iChat AV.
When using one of these routers,
you may see a network timeout or a
user did not respond error message.
Upgrading your router with the latest
firmware may fix the problem.

Here are some other items to
check.  Make sure that there is only
one router between your computer
and your Internet service provider.
Also ensure that a firewall has not
been enabled on the sending or
receiving end of the iChat
conference.  Optional firewall

The second machine runs a minimal install of Debian Linux
with the free version of VMWare Server software. VMWare
then hosts two virtual machines, both Windows Server 2003
sp1 R2. These machines will become our backup domain
controller and Exchange Server 2003.
       The next configuration work will be a development server
to mirror the dacs.org website. This will allow more active
and aggressive improvements to the DACS website. An-
other Linux-based machine will be configured for use by
the Open Source SIG, etc.
       We are always open for random access questions, so
bring in your problems and we’ll see if anyone has a solution.
       The next Server and Networking SIG meeting will be
Thursday, May 10th at 7pm in the DACS Resource Center.
See you then.

Virtual Computing. The first meeting held on March 27,
2007 had an awesome turnout!  Thanks to all those who
participated!
       We did a quick re-cap of what the broad concept of a
virtual machine is and discussed that tangible items such
as floppy diskettes and CD/DVD media can also be
‘virtualized’ and are referred to as ‘images’. We explored
programs used to create those media images since we
need to install operating systems and other software in our
virtual machines. These applications will be worked with
more frequently as we start building virtual machines from
scratch.
       Tools that were discussed for image creation are: Floppy
Image v1.52:  http://www.woundedmoon.org/win32/
floppyimage.html; LC ISOCreator:  http://www.lucersoft. com/
freeware.php; ISO Recorder: http://isorecorder.alexfeinman.

features on routers and firewall
software may block ports.

iChat uses a range of ports for
different purposes.  The ports 16384
to 16403 are used for conferencing.
Port 5060 is used to initiate an iChat
invitation and port 5678 is used for
SNATMAP.  Different ports need to
be open depending upon which
firewall you are using, the Mac OS
X or that from a third party.  Check
the Apple website for the exact ports
that need to be open for your
configuration.

Q.  Charter is my ISP and I would like to
use Microsoft Outlook with my
wife’s AT&T Worldnet email ad-
dress.  I am having trouble sending
emails, I am getting a message that
I can’t connect to the server.

A.  Some ISP’s do not let their customers
send emails using a third party SMTP
server.  If you are using an AT&T
email address, you need to use their
SMTP server, which is mailhost.
att.net.  If you are using a Charter
email address, then you need to use
the SMTP server smtp.charter.net.

com/isorecorder.htm; and MagicDisc:  http://www.magiciso.com/
tutorials/miso-magicdisc-overview.htm.
       Next, we touched upon resource considerations. Running
virtual machines can be resource intensive on a host system. If
a virtual machine will be created as having a 2GB hard drive
and 128MB of RAM, then the host system must have 2GB of free
space and 128MB of unused memory. If a planned VM’s OS
only requires 32MB of memory and 1GB of total drive space
(including additional applications), then don’t allocate 128MB
of memory and a 4GB hard drive.
       One should run virus scanning software on virtual machines
if they will be used on a network or to share data with other
systems. By placing the virtual machines in a ‘VirtualMachines’
directory with subdirectories for each host, one can exclude
virtual computer files from virus scanning in the host OS.
       Overall performance can be increased by using a more
powerful host system, increasing memory, using additional hard
drives, or with a combination of these.
       Differences between VMWare Player, Server, and Fusion
were discussed. Since the demo system wasn’t behaving prop-
erly (oversight on my part), we used my laptop to show the tools.
In the next meeting we’ll install them on a clean system. There
are several free tools that extend the capabilities of VMWare
Player to mimic that of VMWare Server—the main one being VM
Builder, which allows one to define custom virtual machines.
       We covered quite a bit of ground and in the end set up a
DOS 6.22 virtual machine from floppy images.
       Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Since we’ll be
working with these utilities and tools often, there is plenty of
chance to jump right in and get running.
       The Virtual Computing SIG meets on the 4th Tuesday of the
month in the DACS Resource Center. For more information,
contact Rob Limbaugh.
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net

VVVVVoicoicoicoicoiceeeee  f  f  f  f  forororororJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

May 1 • Smart Computing
June 5 • TBA
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Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available
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Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).



Name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________

City _____________ State________ Zip _______

Company ________________________________

Tell Us About Yourself

Please take a moment to answer the following questions. Answer all that apply.
Hours a week you use computers _____  How did you learn about DACS? _______________________
Hardware: PC___   MAC___  desktop___  laptop___  palm___  other_______
OPSYS: Windows___  MAC___  LINUX___  other_________
Communications: Dialup___  HI-Speed____  WiFi____  LAN____   other_______
Applications: Office____  Financial____  other______
Digital: Music___  Photo___  CAM___  TV___  other______
Business: Corporate Employee___  private employee___  professional___  business owner___
Company Name ___________________________________________________________

DANBURY AREA
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc.
Individual Membership Application

Personal Information

Home Phone (       )_________________

Work Phone (        )_________________

Fax: (        )_______________________

E-Mail: _____________@___________

Billing Information

Regular Membership - Includes printed newsletter.
1 Year (  ) $30.00 3 Years (  ) $81.00
Electronic Membership - Newsletter available for download from www.dacs.org.
1 Year (  ) $20.00 3 Years (  ) $56.00

Payment by cash, check or mail order,  payable to:
Charles Bovaird, Treasurer
DACS, Inc
4 Gregory Street
Danbury, CT 06810-4430

Office use only: Paid ______________     Check # ______________      Membership # ____________



Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT
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