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S ummer is just
       around the cor-
ner, but I recently re-
alized there’s still
some more Spring
cleaning for me to
do. A couple of
weeks ago, my ATI

All-In-Wonder 2006 AGP video card
started acting flaky when using it to
watch TV. I’ve used ATI video capture
cards for about 7 years. There are only
two things, in my experience, that cause
that problem: Windows update driver in-
compatibility, or card failure. Of course,
it was card failure.

It was while removing the faulty
video card that I discovered the addi-
tional “Spring cleaning” awaiting me—
my computer system. Out came the
Shop-Vac and the dust and cobwebs
were soon things of the past. A mini air
compressor is just the thing to blow the
junk out of the power supply, and a de-
tailing brush finishes the details the com-
pressor and vac missed. Once the re-
placement video card arrives, I’ll test it
in the system, and then re-load my ma-
chine from scratch. I’ll most likely bump
the memory up to over 1GB as long as I
have everything down and opened. The
end result will be well worth the effort
and the machine will run like new!

And the saga continued…And the saga continued…And the saga continued…And the saga continued…And the saga continued…
My main workstation at home is a

‘can’t live without’ type of machine for

me. I figured I would just toss in a spare
AGP card, put in a spare Hauppauge
PVR-150 PCI tuner card, and call it a day.
Would you believe I didn’t have the
spare AGP card I thought I had?

After a trip to the store to get a spare
AGP, I figured all would be right with
the universe—then I found out the new
video card didn’t come with the HDMI
adapter. Good news! I had an adapter on
hand! The world is looking up! Of
course, that joy was short-lived when it
was eclipsed with the knowledge that
the Hauppauge PVR-150 card was DOA!
Guess we won’t be watching TV after
all!

Can you recover?Can you recover?Can you recover?Can you recover?Can you recover?
Sooner or later, a disaster of some

type happens and data is at risk. With
the advent of cheap digital storage, our
fingerprint of existence has moved into
digital collections of files—audio, video,
documents, etc.—our data loss risk has
reached new highs.

Consider for a moment - what if your
computer becomes lost, stolen, or de-
stroyed, then what will you do? Do you
have backups of what you can’t live with-
out? I would hope that every person
reading this can say they have back-
ups—but I’d be willing to bet less than
half do. I’d also be willing to bet that
even those who’ve suffered some sort
of unrecoverable loss still don’t keep
their backups up to date.

Where are your backups? If you’re
like most people who DO actually keep
current backups, they are probably in
your house. Maybe you’ve taken the
extra step and put them in your safe.
Those are good first steps for local stor-
age, but they only give protection in the
event of a system failure. What if some-
thing happens to your home such as fire,
theft, or flood? How safe and reliable
will those backups be?

These questions became important
to me when planning my approach for
converting my paper documents to digi-
tal. When it became apparent that my
paper-storage currently had NO backup,
I decided it was time to move it digital.
After all, how many people have off site
backups of their hard copy data?

In February, I set up an account with
Carbonite (http://www.carbonite.com).
They provide off-line over-the-Internet
encrypted backup with unlimited stor-
age for $49.95/yr/computer. You can’t
touch backup media for that price. Think
of it as insurance. That’s less than $5/

PRESIDENT’S FILE,  Continued on page 15
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HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening
ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
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Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (914) 232-0149 (   e)
SAS Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)
SQL Server, MySQL-5 Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
VB.Net, Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
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Directors’ Notes

A regular meeting of your Board of Di-
 rectors was held on Monday, May 7,

2007. Present were Howard Berger, Charles
Bovaird, Richard Corzo, John Gallichotte,
John Lansdale, Lisa Leifels, Patrick Libert,
Rob Limbaugh, Chris Novell, Jim Scheef,
Jeff Setaro and Jamie Yates. President Rob
Limbaugh presided and secretary Lisa
Leifels kept the record. Minutes of the last
meeting held on April 9, 2007 were ap-
proved.

Treasurer Charles Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $10,011.87, con-
sisting of total bank and postal ac-
counts in the amount of $9,939.44 plus
postage on hand of $72.43. Subtract-
ing a liability of prepaid dues in the
amount of $5,977.00 left a net equity
of $4,034.87. He also reported current
membership of 271, of which 65 are
electronic.

Chris Novell communicated that RFID
will be the topic for the June general meet-
ing. Bruce Preston has volunteered to
do a talk on converting vinyl albums to
a digital format for the July general meet-
ing. Some other ideas for future meet-
ings include how to use the extra fea-
tures on a cell phone, and What is Web
2.0? She is also working towards getting
a speaker to discuss HDTV for the Sep-
tember or October General Meeting.

Jim Scheef reported that Anna has
added a ‘Join DACS Now’ link on the
home page of the DAC’s website, which
gives members the ability to pay for their
membership via Pay Pal.

Rob has generously donated his IBM
Thinkpad 600e to be used as a backup
machine for the general meetings. He has
installed a variety of browsers on it in-
cluding Opera and Firefox, along with a
copy of Microsoft Office 2003 that Jim
received from Culminus, Inc.

A discussion ensued on what soft-
ware should be purchased from
TechSoup. The board voted and ap-
proved the purchase of Creative Suite 2
for Mac to be used by Patrick to edit the
newsletter,  i t  includes Photoshop,
InDesign, Illustrator and GoLive and Ac-
robat 8.0 Professional.

Rob confirmed that Gene Minasi has
reserved the Danbury Hospital audito-
rium for the July 10th general meeting.
Rob also mentioned that he is in the pro-
cess of getting a backup system setup
in the resource center.

—LISA LEIFELS
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Meeting Preview

Are you using Radio frequency
identification? If you have an E-
ZPass, you are. And if you don’t

have an E-ZPass,
chances are that you
are making use of or
benefiting from RFID
some other way. RFID
is a simple wireless
technology in which
RFID tags and readers
exchange information;
usually the tag sends
its ID number to the
reader upon request.
The simplest passive
tags have no batteries
or transmitters. The
tags receive their energy to operate from
the radio signal sent by the reader.
They communicate with the reader by
reflecting the received radio wave back
to the reader. The reflected wave is
modulated by the tag in order to com-
municate the ID number of the tag.

Radio frequency identification or
RFID is not a new technology. The ear-
liest United States patents for passive
RFID tags, e.g., without batteries or
transmitters, go back to the early 1970s.
Since then, the rapid advance of semi-
conductor technology has led to many
common or pervasive applications of
RFID. The simplest passive RFID tag
consists of a semiconductor chip and
an antenna. The maximum range of such
tags is about thirty feet, although many
applications use tags whose range is
as short as an inch or two. An example
of a short-range tag is the Speedpass
which may be used to purchase gaso-
line. Some passive tags are battery-as-
sisted to increase their range to as much
as 100 feet.

DACS members will have an out-
standing opportunity to learn a great
deal more about RFID technology from
Dr. Paul A. Moskowitz, a Research Staff
Member at the IBM T. J. Watson Re-
search Center in Hawthorne, NY. Dr.
Moskowitz is an expert on the physics
of RFID. He holds a PhD. in physics
and is a registered professional engi-
neer. Dr. Moskowitz has been awarded
over 70 United States patents. His work
includes wireless applications, radio fre-

TTTTThe he he he he TTTTTececececechnolohnolohnolohnolohnologggggy and Uses ofy and Uses ofy and Uses ofy and Uses ofy and Uses of  R R R R Radioadioadioadioadio
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by Dr. Paul Moskowitz and Chris Novell
quency identification (RFID), and au-
tomotive telematics. His latest work has
been to develop a privacy enhancing

RFID tag, the
Clipped Tag, for
consumer applica-
tions. The Clipped
Tag has been listed
by the Wall Street
Journal in its 2006
Technology Innova-
tion Awards. He has
also been cited in
2007 by the RFID
Gazette as one of the
top influencers in
the RFID industry.

Dr. Moskowitz
will discuss the technology behind
RFID and how it works. He will show
examples of RFID tags and discuss how
RFID is used for consumer and indus-
trial applications. Some of the uses he
will discuss include electronic credit
cards, pet identification and location,
present and future uses of RFID for re-
tail businesses, and the privacy impli-
cations of the technology.

RFID tags may be viewed as elec-
tronic bar codes. However, the semicon-
ductor chip which lies at the heart of
the tag opens more applications. For
example, many billions of dollars of
counterfeit pharmaceuticals are sold
each year. Losses in human suffering
go beyond the monetary losses. Since
each RFID tag may be made to be
unique, RFID offers a method of authen-
tication to help fight counterfeiting.

If RFID tags and systems can be
manufactured in large quantities at low
cost, in the future they may be used to
replace bar codes on retail items. Ad-
vantages that RFID systems have over
bar codes are that the tags do not have
to be aligned to a scanner and many
tagged items may be read at once, up to
hundreds of items per second. This use
offers a means for quick check out at
retail businesses.

Another class of RFID tags is the
active tag. These tags contain batter-
ies and transmitters. They may be read
at a range of up to 300 feet. These tags
are used to locate people and objects.
One oil company is using badges for

employees as a safety device, so that
in the case of an emergency employees
may be located and accounted for.

Dr. Moskowitz works with IBM con-
sultants on RFID systems including
RFID solutions for the health care in-
dustry. He represents IBM at the Hard-
ware Action Group of EPCglobal, the
standards group for the use of RFID in
the retail supply chain.

Do not miss this meeting! Bring
your friends!

DACS meetings are held at the
Danbury Hospital auditorium. Activities
begin at 6:30 p.m. with registration and
casual networking. The meeting starts
at 7:00 p.m. with a general question and
answer period (Ask DACS) and a dis-
cussion of what’s new in technology
followed by a short break. The featured
evening presentation begins at 8:00.

As a reminder, our General Meetings
are free and open to the public so invite
anyone you know who would be inter-
ested in this topic.

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 04/2007
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

New Members

1)  Charles Wisniewski
2) Tidiko Gamling
3) D. Von Tobel

4/20/ to 5/17/2007

This is your
last newsletter

Smart advertisers
can reach over

300
active computer

users and
software buyers by

taking
advantage of the

attractive advertising
rates

in

DACS.DOC
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Meeting Review

MARCY KREMER GAVE a smart
presentation on Smart Comput
ing Magazine at our May General

Meeting; she was personable, knowledge-
able, and professional.
Marcy kept the aud-
ience’s attention as she
highlighted the ap-peal-
ing features of the maga-
zine and its powerful
accompanying website,
smartcomputing.com. In-
deed, Marcy reminded
the avid listeners that a
subscription to Smart
Computing Magazine
was really like subscrib-
ing to five magazines for
the price of one; sub-
scribers also have ac-
cess to the articles of
each of the other Sandhills publications
on the smartcomputing website. PC To-
day emphasizes coverage of wireless
and mobile topics; First Glimpse intro-
duces readers to the latest technology,
Reference Series covers one topic in
great depth, and Computer Power User
is geared toward people who really do
want to know how things work and are
willing to look under the hood.

Subscribers have early access to
the articles via the website about one
week prior to receiving the magazine in
the mail. There are articles on the
website that do not appear in any of
the magazines. Subscribers can store
articles they like in an area on the
website designated “My Personal Li-
brary.” In addition, personal notes can
be added when storing the article. The
website also keeps subscribers up to
date about malware threats.

While customer service is found by many
consumers to be the weak link in doing busi-
ness with companies today, it appears to be a
particular strength of this publisher.

Subscribers can
participate on both
sides of the interac-
tive Q & A area of the
website, where a typi-
cal month will have
an activity level of
about 1500-2500
questions.

Then, there is the
Tech Support Center.
Questions can be e-
mailed or phoned to the
technical support staff
located in Nebraska, free
of charge. Marcy advised
that it is helpful to pro-

vide background information in the question
as this will enable the tech person to promptly
provide an answer or a solution. If needed,
remote access to the subscriber’s computer
can be utilized to solve a problem.

Smart Computing even goes the extra
mile for their subscribers. The Action Edi-
tor can assist a subscriber in getting the
proper attention from customer service cen-
ters of computer industry vendors! And,
the Tech Support Center has a list of phone
numbers and addresses of computer com-
panies handy.

The audience asked Marcy some ques-
tions about Smart Computing’s coverage
of various topics. Firefox gets coverage, but
Macs do not yet get much. The “My Per-
sonal Library” feature will retain articles for
active subscribers with some leeway if a
renewal lapse is brief.

Thanks goes to Jamie Yates for arrang-
ing to have Smart Computing Magazine for

SmarSmarSmarSmarSmar t Computing Mat Computing Mat Computing Mat Computing Mat Computing Magggggazineazineazineazineazine
By Chris Novell

Do you have a burning computer
question you’d like to raise at
Random Access, but can’t make
it to the meeting or just never
seem to get your hand up in time?
Email your inquiry to the answer
guy at askdacs@dacs.org, and
your question will be taken up at
the next meeting.

Enterprise Software Development
C#\.NET and SQL Server

Desmond Nolan, Consulant
Advanced Business Continunity Systems, Inc.

(203) 984- 0787
DesNolan@OptOnline.Net

the May DACS program. Thanks, also, to
Urs Reinhardt for lending an assist in the
parking lot with rounding up the supplies
for the program.

Members who wish to
receive DACS email messages
who have not received an email
notice for the General Meeting
should send a request to be put
on the DACS email list to trea-
surer @dacs.org.

Be Informed
by E-mail
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Operating Systems
Microsoft VistaMicrosoft VistaMicrosoft VistaMicrosoft VistaMicrosoft Vista

Looking for the WowLooking for the WowLooking for the WowLooking for the WowLooking for the Wow
by Richard Corzo

LAST MONTH (Preparing for the
Wow), I described how I installed
Windows Vista in a dual boot con-

figuration with Windows XP
in a separate partition, so I
could safely check out Win-
dows Vista without commit-
ting to an upgrade from which
I couldn’t turn back.

Windows Vista boots
quickly and it’s immediately
apparent that a lot has
changed in the long period
since Windows XP first ap-
peared. It’s still recognizably
Windows but everything has
been given at minimum a face lift. To save
space on the task bar the Start button has
lost its text label and is reduced to a Win-
dows logo. The Start menu saves horizon-
tal space by not cascading to the right.
Hovering or clicking on All Programs re-
places the initial menu column with the con-
tents of the All Programs menu. Clicking on
any programs folder such as Accessories
or Games expands the contents in line un-
derneath the folder name.

There is a search bar at the bottom of
the menu column that is one of the entries
to Vista’s new integrated desktop search.
Typing in the first few letters of a program
will narrow the search results, so you don’t
actually have to navigate to it in the Start
menu. You will also see other search results
besides program names, whether they be
files, favorites, or e-mail com-
munications.

I have Windows Home
Premium with a sufficiently
powerful graphics card so I
could see the new Windows
Aero Glass interface and not
just Aero Basic. Surrounding
most windows is a nearly
transparent glass edge that
allows you to see what’s be-
hind. If you’re not running
your flat panel display at its
native resolution, the glass
will seem blurry or frosted. If
you hover over an item in the
task bar, a large thumbnail of
the program or folder will ap-
pear. Alt + Tab still works, but
pressing Windows key + Tab
brings up the Flip 3D view of

all your open windows, and you can keep
pressing Tab to bring the desired window
in front. The Aero Glass interface, if your

machine can support it, is
one of the things that give
Windows Vista a wow
factor.

Windows Sidebar is a
new feature that allows
you to have little gadgets
in a column on the side of
your desktop. This is one
reason you’ll want a
widescreen display in Win-
dows Vista. You can view
selected stock prices, the

weather, a mini slide show, and so on.
There’s also a gadget for displaying RSS
feed headlines, but this one illustrates one
of the limitations of the sidebar. The col-
umn width for displaying gadgets in the
sidebar is a fixed width, and it’s really too
narrow to display enough of an RSS feed
headline to decipher it. You can click on a
partial headline to show the RSS headline
with its description, but then that’s too
narrow to see the full description without
scrolling. If you have too many gadgets
to fit in one column, you can page to see
more gadgets, but that kind of defeats the
advantage of always having gadgets vis-
ible. But if you can limit yourself to just a
few gadgets, it’s a nice idea. You can down-
load additional gadgets. I particularly like
Multi Meter(D) which shows how busy

each individual core is on a dual-core pro-
cessor, along with RAM usage.

Windows Explorer, that is, the file ex-
plorer and not Internet Explorer, has been
revamped. Like many of Vista’s new pro-
grams, the traditional menu bar is gone, but
there is a button or tool bar underneath the
address bar to accomplish what you need.
The address bar is new, showing the con-
text of how deep you are into the folder
hierarchy. You can click on any intermedi-
ate location in the address bar to go di-
rectly there, or you can click on the little
triangle after each folder in the path to show
a list of folders underneath so that you can
quickly navigate somewhere else. Vista’s
built-in desktop search bar is just to the
right of the address bar. Search results here
are limited to the open folder and to its sub
folders. I have to say that this is one area
where I do like the changes in Vista, although
others may find themselves a bit disoriented.

The My Documents folder has been
reorganized. It’s called Documents and is
located under the home folder \Users\
username instead of \Documents and
Settings\username. Also, My Music, My
Photos, and My Videos are now Music,
Photos, and Videos and are directly under
the home folder instead of inside My Docu-
ments. Shortcuts to your home folder, Docu-
ments, Pictures, and Music are available on
the right side of the Start menu. In Win-
dows XP you could relocate the entire My
Documents folder to another drive. Now, if
you wish to relocate your Documents,
Music, Photos, and Videos folders, you
must do so individually from the item’s Prop-
erties Location tab.

The Control Panel is updated. If you
switch to the classic view you will notice
that the Device Manager is a first class con-

trol panel and no longer under
System. Add/Remove Programs
has become Programs and Fea-
tures. Opening many built-in
Vista control panels opens them
in place instead of in a new win-
dow. New control panels include
AutoPlay, Backup and Restore
Center, Color Management, In-
dexing Options (for configuring
Vista’s desktop search feature),
Parental Controls, People Near
Me, Personalization (which
combines Display Settings,
Sounds, and Mouse Pointers),
Windows Defender, Windows
Sidebar Properties, and Win-
dows Update. Windows Update
is now a separate program in-
stead of being integrated into
Internet Explorer.
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If you open Parental Controls this is
one example where you will see User Ac-
count Control, a new Vista security feature,
in action. You will be prompted to verify
that you have started this action, before
being allowed to continue. You will see this
prompt a lot when you first install Vista as
you install new programs into your Vista
system. I confess I don’t really read the
prompts, I just click, and I fear
other users will also be trained
to click without reading,
which defeats any security
benefit this is supposed to
have.

Vista includes Internet Ex-
plorer 7 and Windows Media
Player 11, both of which are
available as separate down-
loads for Windows XP.
Internet Explorer again omits
a traditional menu bar, and
now supports tabs, a search
bar, and pop-up blocking,
catching up with all the other
Web browsers out there. Its
user interface seems less bi-
zarre under Vista than it does
if you try it under Windows
XP. Under Vista, IE provides
enhanced security by running at a priority
even below Standard User mode to mini-
mize the risk to your system that IE under
Windows XP exposes you to by merely vis-
iting a malicious Web page.

Windows Media Player 11 is a nice up-
date if you use it, including album cover art
that can be automatically downloaded. You
can access online music stores from within
the application, although the list of stores
has changed from Windows Media Player
10. (For example, Musicmatch is no longer
included.)

Windows Mail is a re-branded Outlook
Express. Despite its name change it still can
be used to access Usenet newsgroups.
Windows Calendar is a new application with
Vista, and aside from creating your own
calendar events, you can subscribe to pub-
lished iCalendar format calendars. I was
pleased to be able to subscribe to my .Mac
calendar, although the reminders were not
carried over.

Windows Media Center is an update to
the same program that was formerly only
available with Windows XP Media Center
Edition, and you could only get that if you
bought a new computer with it pre-installed.
Although it can be controlled via a mouse
and keyboard, it provides a 10-foot inter-
face that also can be controlled from a dis-
tance with a Media Center remote control
in case you have your PC connected to

your TV. It allows you to watch live or re-
corded TV programs, and view or listen to
your photos, videos, or music on your com-
puter. Vista’s Media Center is optimized for
widescreen displays, so the menu system
is more horizontally oriented than the XP
Media Center application. To get a Media
Center-compatible remote I bought a
Hauppauge TV tuner card that included that

kind of remote. The application is actually
quite nice, but in truth my PC is in a sepa-
rate room from my TV, so I just use my PC’s
24' LCD widescreen display.

ViabilityViabilityViabilityViabilityViability
Vista works fairly well if you pair it with

Microsoft Office 2007 and if you’re lucky
enough to have peripherals that are already
supported in Windows Vista. I did run into
a problem where my computer would not
wake up from sleep, so I changed the power
options to a ‘High performance’ plan to
avoid having the computer to go to sleep.
Hopefully that will be fixed in a future up-
date to Windows Vista. I noticed one other
problem where Windows Calendar would
often crash when I first booted, but I haven’t
seen that problem lately.

The wrinkle to being able to use Vista
full time is support for existing applica-
tions and hardware. I was able to use my
HP laser printer in Vista with a built-in PCL5
printer driver. However, when I tried down-
loading supposedly Vista-compatible HP
universal printer drivers for PCL6 and
Postscript support, one didn’t work at all
and the other gave sub-par graphics print-
ing support. I had much better luck with
my Canon inkjet printer, scanner, and digi-
tal camera, by downloading the latest driv-
ers from Canon. My Nokia phone has a
PC Suite application and drivers, whose

latest versions seem to be compatible with
Windows Vista.

As for applications, Musicmatch, which
was bought by Yahoo!, does not have an
update for Vista. I was able to install the
application, despite warning messages, by
running the installer in compatibility mode
with Windows XP SP2. This is done by
right-clicking and selecting Properties, then

selecting the Compatibility tab.
I’m still waiting for Vista- com-
patible versions of Palm Desk-
top, Intellisync for Yahoo!, and
TiVo Desktop. In general, hard-
ware and software vendors got
very comfortable with the Win-
dows XP ecosystem, so it is tak-
ing some time for them to up-
date their drivers and applica-
tions for Vista.

Mozilla Firefox seems to
work well enough, but when I
first installed it there was no
plug-in available for Windows
Media. Microsoft has since re-
leased a plug-in for Windows
Media to work with Firefox.
Apple has updated iTunes to be
compatible with Vista, but they
warn you not to use Windows

Explorer or Vista’s Safely Remove Hard-
ware to eject an iPod. Use iTunes instead
to eject it. As I write this, Microsoft has
come out with an update to fix these Vista
incompatibilities, which you can down-
load if you know about it. It won’t show
up in Windows Update for another couple
of weeks.

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion
Windows Vista is a promising long-

overdue update to Windows that will serve
those well who have the hardware to run it.
However, now is an awkward time for some-
one to buy a PC with Vista. Not all the ven-
dors have caught up with Microsoft’s new
operating system, so you may find that
some things just don’t work yet. If you are
running some mission critical tasks on your
PC, it’s best to wait a few months if you can,
or else buy the PC with Windows XP now
and upgrade later. If you want to avoid the
question of XP versus Vista, some of you
might consider a Macintosh instead. As for
myself I currently spend most of my time
booted into Windows XP, but I’m looking
forward to when I can live full time in Win-
dows Vista.

Richard Corzo is a computer programmer
and a DACS director. He has contributed past
articles on PC operating systems and utilities,
but prefers to boot up into Mac OS.
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Special Interest Groups

SIG News & Events

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application development
using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript and SQL Server
programming tools. Session starts with a Random Access, fol-
lowed by a programming discussion with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer cfizer@snet.net.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: June 6.

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching and printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 graffic@bigfoot.com. Meets
last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  June 27.

Investment Strategies. Discusses various investment strate-
gies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, pgehr4402@aol.com.
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: June 21.

Jobs. Networking and discussion of the jobs search environment.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux
operating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: John Lansdale 914-533-2002
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: June20.

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo macsig@dacs.org.
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: June 7.

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.
Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets  3rd Monday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.

Next Meeting: June 18.

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys mainte-
nance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: June 28

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications, in-
cluding Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef jscheef@telemarksys.com
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: June 14

VB.Net, Visual Basic-6. Focuses on Smart Client Windows ap-
plication development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL
Server programming tools. Starts with a Random Access ses-
sion followed by Object Oriented discussions and program-
ming with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 cfizer@snet.net or Greg
Austin, 845 494-5095 greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Cen-
ter, preceeded 1 hour with a shared cost pizza snack.
Next Meeting: June 6.

Virtual Computing. This SIG will explore virtual computing
technologies and how to leverage them as additional sys-
tem resources.  Our main focus will be on the free VMWare
products, but we will also take a look at other technologies
and tools.
Meets 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center
Contact: Rob Limbaugh relimbaugh@dacs.org, 203 826-8196.
Next Meeting: June 26.

Web Design. Explores Applications for designing and creating
Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens avo555@earthlink.net.
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: June 19.

SIG NOTES: June 2007

SIG Notes, cont. on page 10

C#VB.Net : Out of our quiet start grew a spirited debate on
delegates in C#. Every exercise needs a good warm up, and
Claude launched this flight of code with an overview on an
event as a trigger for a delegate to invoke methods. The meth-
ods get things done.
     Chuck demonstrated a working model of an application to
control temperature with a heater and a cooler. With a user
input of current temperature as an event, this application takes
that temperature to test whether either the heater or the cooler
is needed to make an adjustment of environmental condi-
tions. A delegate reacts to this event to do what is necessary,
if anything, and publishes to the user what it has done.
     We stepped through the code to see that a delegate is
something to call to do something else. Desmond Nolan il-
lustrated further uses of a delegate to notify selected traders
of a stock quote pertaining to the interest of each of them. We
saw, with stunning clarity, exactly how a delegate works to
respond to an event, and how it can be flexible in doing so.
Who ya gonna call? Call a delegate that does it all.
     Our closing remarks shifted to objects in object oriented
programming. Desmond neatly identified features of OOP such
as inheritance, polymorphism and encapsulation. Then he
illustrated each one in a lucid manner. We departed as confi-
dent members of the smart set.Mac: In May, we talked about

file sharing programs and demonstrated LimeWire, a Java
program that runs on the Mac, Windows, and Linux.
     In general, one must be careful about installing a file shar-
ing program, because the installation can sometimes install
spyware/adware along with the file sharing program. LimeWire
seems to be clean on this point.
     With a program like LimeWire, the files being shared do
not reside on a central server, but are on individual computers
like your own. There is no way to know the legitimacy or legal-
ity of the files being shared, so, consumer beware! When in-
stalling LimeWire, you are asked to agree that you will not use
LimeWire for copyright infringement. You also specify a folder
to be used for downloading and sharing files on your com-
puter. I like to specify a more specific LimeWire folder in my
home folder for this purpose.
     Any sort of file can be searched for by name, but LimeWire
has specific search fields you can enter if you specify that you
are looking for an audio, image, video, docu     ment, or pro-
gram file. Some people resort to using a file sharing program
to look for music that is out of print or not available on an
online music store like iTunes or eMusic. Or sometimes, more
than a 30-second sample is needed to decide whether you
like a song or album enough to buy it. There are some music
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June 2007June 2007June 2007June 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

6

4 PM Internet Prog.
7 PM Visual Basic

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

7

Macintosh
7:00 PM

Richard Corzo
macsig@dacs.org

8 9

10 11

7:00 PM
Board of Directors

12 13 14

7:00 PM
Server

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

15 16

DACS.DOC
Deadline

17
Father's Day

18

Opensource Web
Program.
7:00 PM

John Lansdale
914-533-2002

19

Web Design
Anna Collens
203 746-5922

20

7:30 PM
Linux

John Lansdale
914 533-2002

21
7:00 PM

PC Maintenance
Charles Bovaird
203 792-7881

7:30 PM
Investment

Paul Gehrett
203 426-8436

22 23

24 25 26

Virtual Computing
Rob Limbaugh
203 826-8196

27

7:00 PM
Digital Imaging

Ken Graff
203 775-6667

28 29 30

May 2007
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Jul 2007
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Danbury Area Computer Society
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Description:
Here is the bonus link I promised.
It’s not technical but… You just have
to see this horse perform. If Microsoft
could package it there would really be
“Wow” in Vista.
http://www.flixxy.com/world-equestrian-
games-freestyle-dressage.htm
Description:
A not so new hidden threat Find and elimi-
nate rootkits
What is a rootkit?
• Hidden code that can’t be found by anti
virus programs
• Enables tracking and loading of malware
Many companies are providing tools
Panda’s is free
http://research.pandasoftware.com/
blogs/research/archive/2007/04/02/
Panda-AntiRootkit-Released.aspx
Description:
Do you have a web site? Is it up or
down?
Monitor it 24x7. Free service checks up
to 2 sites. Get notified via email, SMS or
RSS when your website is down or
when the response time has crossed
certain limits you have set. Also pro-
vides other options and fee service
(controllable monitoring interval) http:/
/site24x7.com/index.html

Description:
You should backup your system regularly.
Remote backup has many advantages.
Want a simple on-line backup. There are
many available.
Free trial offered Carbonite. Only $49.95
per year for unlimited backup after your
free trial. Runs in background, encrypts
on server, data only.
http://carbonite.com/
https://mozy.com/?ref=ZWGX78
Description:
Odds and ends
Thumb drive virus, Trojan attack Hard-
ware being left for free in various places.
Call forwarding. Phishing attack. Asks you
to forward all calls.
Microsoft’s $3 software. Software for un-
developed countries.
XP Starter Edition, Home Office student
2007, Math 3.0, Learning Essentials 2.0,
and Live Mail Desktop.
 Description:
LogMeIn Free gives you fast, easy remote
access to your PC.
LogMeIn Pro – $12.95/month, $70/year.
File Transfer - move files quickly between PCs.
Remote Printing - automatically print re-
mote files locally.
File Share - easily share large files, with-
out uploads.

Guest Invite - share your desktop for re-
mote collaboration.
file Sync - synchronize files & folders in
seconds.
Security - 256-bit SSL encryption anchors
powerful security.
Many other products available providing
same function.
https://secure.logmein.com/go.asp?
page=products_free
Description:
Track airline flights in mid air. Several web
sites are available. Try the ones below.
Fboweb even connects to Google earth.
http://www.fboweb.com/fb40/default. aspx
http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/
chi-flighttracker,1,3447120.story
Description:
Don’t want icons on desktop.
Dynamically hide icons when you don’t
need them and show them when you do.
Iconoid can determine the optimal text
background color whenever the wallpa-
per changes — automatically . It’s free
http://www.sillysot.com/
Description:
Ever get a 404 on a web page. Boring aren’t
they. They could be more creative like these
http://www.plinko.net/404/area404.asp
Description:
Did you ever try to solve the Rubik’s cube
puzzle? Could you do it? How long did it
take? He/she can do it.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
jkft2qaKv_o

What’s News
MaMaMaMaMayyyyy,,,,,  2007 2007 2007 2007 2007

by Jamie Yates

SIG Notes, Continued from page 8

SIG notes Continued on page 11

services, like MusicMatch, that allow you to listen to whole
songs on demand, but their catalogs are not comprehen-
sive, and such services are usually only available on Win-
dows.
     Like any program using the Internet, LimeWire uses cer-
tain TCP/IP network ports, which you can configure in its
Preferences under Advanced/Firewall Config. You may need
to make corresponding entries in a software firewall, such
as in the Mac’s Sharing System Preference, or in your router,
which you should be using if you have a cable modem or
DSL Internet service.
     Usually, you can point your Web browser to the IP
address of the router to get into its configuration. The
router in our Resource Center, an older model, allowed
an incoming port to be opened and a particular com-
puter on the LAN (specified by IP address) to accept
traffic on that port. A more up-to-date router would allow
the incoming port to be opened only when triggered by
outgoing traffic on a specific port. This can usually be
found under a configuration category called Applications
or Special Applications.
     At the end of the meeting, we didn’t have time to run
the Apple Hardware Test, but John C. brought in some
compatible memory to replace the odd module we had
with ECC (error correction), which didn’t match the oth-
ers without ECC.

       The System Profiler verified the new memory matched the
existing memory modules. We’ll see if this makes our PowerMac
more stable.

Open Source Web Programming : Richard Corzo, our MAC
SIG leader is also a professional Java programmer. As a few of
us discovered during April’s Open Source SIG, he is a natural
teacher. I had asked him earlier to give us a little lesson on
Java and he came through more than 100%.
      The Hello Java programs he coached us to write in a very
fast couple of hours are evidence. For Windows he brought a
USB copy of Eclipse 3.2, a free, very powerful GUI editor written
by IBM which he taught us to install and use. Our Suse Linux
person quickly found the right distro (a type of operating sys-
tem), downloaded and installed it and kept right up with the
lecture which was also impressive.
      He’s promised to return for the May 21 SIG (7pm Ives cen-
ter) so if you want to learn Java, this is your chance. Don’t worry
if you missed the first session because we can get you up to
speed quickly. Richard wisely split his talk in half, one part for
beginners (all of us then) the other advanced, which we very
much appreciated because of what we had just learned. You
can catch up in the easy half.
True to our Open Source SIG charter, everything we did was
free works on all (relatively current) operating systems. It didn’t
even require much hardware (1Ghz or faster processor, around
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IN THE WAKE OF a disaster—whether
typical disk failure or catastrophic
flood—it can be difficult to know

where to begin the recovery process.
With so many other pressing concerns,
how should you prioritize IT recovery?
What steps need to be taken immedi-
ately, and which can wait?

In this toolkit, you’ll find resources to help
you plan ahead so that you can limit the dam-
age from a disaster; a comprehensive,
downloadable guide to recovery; and infor-
mation about tools to help keep your
nonprofit’s data safe should the unthinkable
happen.

We have setup the toolkit into three sec-
tions—Plan, Mitigate, and Recover —so you
can take a step-by-step approach to disaster
planning and recovery.

Plan Your Response Early
In the planning phase, your organiza-

tion should focus on documenting critical
information necessary for recovery and de-
veloping procedures to help ensure an effi-
cient and thorough recovery.

Backing Up Your Data
Regular backups are vital insurance

against a data-loss catastrophe, yet many or-
ganizations learn this lesson the hard way.
We’ll show you tools and strategies for safe-
guarding your hard-to-replace information.

Keep Your Data Safe with
Online Backup Services
Online backup services automate

the uploading of selected files to a re-

Disaster Planning

Recovery Toolkit

mote computer and offer the ability to
restore files using your Internet con-
nection. Find out what to consider when
choosing a provider.

The No-Excuses Guide to
Automated Online Backup

 Still not sure about online backups?
We’ll walk you through the setup for
EVault Small Business Edition to help
you get a sense of how such a process
works and provide additional tips for
choosing a provider.

Technology Planning for
Civil Emergencies

Depending on the type of disaster
and the availability of resources, your
organization may find itself acting as a
de facto emergency service assisting
victims with first aid, transport, or coun-
seling. Here, we show you ways to pre-
pare your organization to deal with the
unthinkable.

Virtual Community Topic:
Do You Use an Automated
Online Backup Service?
Find out which backup services other

nonprofits recommend and ask your own
questions.

Hardware Topic:
 How Long Do Backup Tapes Last?

TechSoup forum experts answer one
reader’s question about the durability
of tapes and offer strategies to keep
them running.

Mitigate the
Possibility of Damage

Once you have a solid plan in place,
the next step is to take steps to prevent
disasters from occurring in the first
place. Believe it or not, you have more
control than you think, especially when
it comes to internal disasters, like hard-
ware failure.

Five Steps to Extending
Your Computer’s Life

 Disasters aren’t always caused by ex-
ternal forces. Just as you take your car in
for scheduled tune-ups, so should you
maintain your computers on a regular ba-
sis. We’ll show you optimum protection
and maintenance practices for keeping
your computer healthy.

Recover with Confidence
Once you know how you’ve been

impacted, it’s time to begin the recov-
ery process. Look to your plan to guide
you. Additional assistance is provided
in our Manual for Disaster Recovery,
specifically designed for organizations
without a plan in place or with lost
plans.

Restoring IT Infrastructure: A
Manual for Disaster Recovery (559 KB
PDF) This comprehensive document
provides advice on getting technology
systems working again in small- and
medium-sized nonprofits where busi-
ness continuity plans were not suffi-
cient or did not exist. Included in this
report are instructions on hardware re-
covery, restoring Internet connections,
dealing with lost passwords, and a host
of other information for your
organization’s recovery efforts.

This article was provided by Tech Soup, the
technology place for nonprofits.
WWW.techsoup.org

Resources to help you keep disasters
from becoming disastrous

      SIG Notes, Continued from page 10
500MB RAM, 300MB of disk space –
more is better.) You don’t need to bring
your own computer, you can just learn
by listening and watching, but it’s more
fun and you might come home with it
transformed into a Java power tool. For
a head start you might want to down-
load and install Eclipse from the web
(www.eclipse.org ).
      Here’s the program we wrote, you
could copy it. Note how the comments
are decorated with @ signs. Richard
taught us these can be used to gener-
ate automatic documentation which
experience has taught him is a very
important thing to do.

package org.dacs.samples;
/**
*
*/
/**
* Helloworld Sample Class
*/
/**
* @author zaxpop
*
*/
public class HelloWorld {
/**
*
*/
private String _message = “”;
private static String otherMessage = “”;
/**
* @return the _message

*/
public String get_message() {
return _message;
}
/**
* @param _message the _message to set
*/
public void set_message(String _message)
{
this._message = _message;
}
/**
* Constructor
*/
public HelloWorld() {
super();
// TODO Auto-generated constructor stub
}

SIG Notes, cont. on page 12
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Significant Bits
By Sean N. Henderson

Commentary

I’M A COMMAND-line warrior. I used
to try and deny this, but after writing a
bunch of batch files this

month at my job, I realize it’s
easier for me to write these
than to hunt around the
desktop or app, hoping
some feature is present or
implemented in a way my
brain could comprehend.

So why persist in the
art of the command-line in
this day-and-age of hi-res
desktop graphics?
Maybe it’s because I’ve
got a modest background in programming.
Maybe I listen to too much Man or
Astroman? (http://www.astroman.com)
Maybe I just like being labeled ‘techie’
because I still write DOS batch files.

@ECHO OFF
IF NOT “%geek%”==”cool” ECHO

Do not care...
For me, anything I can type, I can pro-

gram, and hence repeat or schedule. Less
so movements across an always-changing
GUI environment such as MS Windows or
GUI applications such as MS Office. (Or
any office suite, for that matter.) e.g., MS
Excel stopped recording macros referentially

(by default) after version 5.0; this was a real
productivity killer for me.

Batch Files andBatch Files andBatch Files andBatch Files andBatch Files and
ScriptingScriptingScriptingScriptingScripting

One program I wrote
this month at work was a
DOS batch file (*.bat) that
looked at a remote direc-
tory using FTP, listed some
file sizes for verification,
and then sent me an e-mail
using ‘blat.exe’. (http://
www.blat.net) I then
scheduled this program to
run at 2 a.m. every week-

day so that I could have the information
handy in my e-mail for record-keeping. I also
used some ports of some UNIX/Linux utili-
ties to archive some Cold Fusion files peri-
odically using ‘zip.exe’, since ‘zipfldr.dll’ in
NT/XP doesn’t support command-line us-
age and isn’t otherwise scriptable.

StarStarStarStarStar t with the CLIt with the CLIt with the CLIt with the CLIt with the CLI
There’s some thought, regarding

teaching computing to adult beginners,
that the command-line interface (CLI)
may be easier to learn than the GUI.
(http://www.osnews.com/story.php/
6282/The-Command-Line—The-Best-

Newbie-Interface/) Then, there’s the
operating-system aspect, and whether
being good at the command-line pre-
disposes one to certain operating sys-
tems. For us command-liners, UNIX/
Linux is the tool of choice.

Using CLI applicationsUsing CLI applicationsUsing CLI applicationsUsing CLI applicationsUsing CLI applications
Say you just signed up for SDF (http:/

/sdf.lonestar.org) and thought “now what?”
Here’s a list of some basics you can do on
SDF or many UNIX/Linux systems:

Check your email using ‘pine’. View your
to-do list using ‘todo’. Check yours or oth-
ers’ calendar using ‘pal’. Edit your website
using any number of text-editors. (e.g., ‘vi’,
‘emacs’, and ‘pico’). Ditto for your
gophersite. (What?! You don’t have a Go-
pher page?) View an MS Word attachment
someone sent using ‘antiword’. Visit a
website using ‘lynx’. Archive some files
using ‘gzip’ or ‘tar’. Install various Web 2.0
applications. (If on SDF and signed up for
MOTD, simply type ‘motd -i wordpress’ to
have your own ad-free Wordpress blog.
Same for Drupal and Coppermine.) Find out
what everyone’s supposed to be working
on by typing ‘grep “.” /home/*/.plan’.
Check your employee’s, John Doe, project
status by typing ‘more /home/jdoe/
.project’. On SDF and other systems, you
can check the user forums on that system
by typing ‘bboard’. Or join a system chat
using ‘com’.

Next month I’ll list some MS-DOS-
based CLI applications. And yes, Puerto
Rico was wonderful.

/**
* Print this string
* @c {@link #_message}
*
*/
public void printMessage()
{
System.out.println(this._message);
}
/**
* General printer
*/
public void printMessage(String message){
System.out.println(message);
}
/**
* @param args
*/
public static void main(String[] args) {
HelloWorld helloWorld = new HelloWorld();
helloWorld.printMessage(“Hello DACSO”);
helloWorld.set_message(“hello again.”);
helloWorld.printMessage();
// TODO Auto-generated method stub
System.out.println(“Hello DACS”);
}
}”

Server: Our May meeting was more fo-
cused on planning for the building of the
infrastructure to support a truly interac-
tive DACS.
     No one showed up for the demonstra-
tion on how to install DD-WRT on the cur-
rent (version 5 or 6) Linksys WRT54G or
GS router, so we put that away for an-
other time.
     This installation was “impossible”
only a few weeks ago. All of the files
and instructions on how to do the in-
stallation are in the files section of the
Server SIG Yahoo group at http://
tech.groups. yahoo.com/group/Back
Office_DACS.
     Instead, we worked on how to move
the e-mail structure we use today for DACS
officers, SIGs and the board to Exchange
Server. The things we’re working on are
real enterprise-grade saleable skills.
     Come and help, as we share our
knowledge, we all learn. Server SIG will
be on vacation in June, so the next Server
and Networking SIG meeting will be
Thursday, July 12th at 7pm in the DACS
Resource Center.

Virtual computing: In our April meet-
ing, we went back over the high-
l ights of  mater ia l  f rom the f i rst
meeting. There have been some
configuration bugs to work out on
the demonstration computer (the
video card was not compatible with
the projector when 32bit drivers
loaded), so we had to use the huge
CRT.
     VMWare Player was installed on the
demo system, the additional tools
loaded, and then we created another
DOS 6.22 virtual computer. We played
around with creating floppy diskette
images and even made a virtual ‘blank’
floppy disk.
     Various options in the VM Builder
application were shown. The op-
tions modify the virtual computer
properties such as virtual network
cards, hard drives, CD-ROM drives,
memory, etc.
     In our next meeting we’ll take a
look at VMWare Server and hope to
get a glimpse of VMWare Fusion (for
the Mac).

SIG Notes, Continued from page 11
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General Meeting on RFID

I CAN’T WAIT TO hear what Dr. Paul
A. Moskowitz has to say about this
topic. Is it a solution in search of a

problem or the biggest threat ever to per-
sonal privacy? Or a means to save millions
through improved productivity? What prod-
ucts does IBM have in this arena? And, of
course, one of my favorite topics: how might
RFID impact personal security? You can find
some interesting pre-meeting reading at:
 • Wikipedia - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RFID
and en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spychips
 • Electronic Frontier Foundation -
www.eff.org/Privacy/Surveillance/RFID
  •Electronic Privacy Information Center -
www.epic.org/privacy/rfid
 • CASPIAN - www.nocards.org and
www.spychips.com
  • RFID Journal - www.rfidjournal.com
For a primer on Homeland Security’s Real-
ID program, check out the article on C/Net
at tinyurl.com/23cl2x and tinyurl.com /
ab89a. [TinyURL is a service that converts
long URLs to something manageable.]

Supreme Court Sense
Our system of government virtually

guarantees that most of us will be dissatis-
fied at least some of the time. Our “new”
Supreme Court has finally made a decision
I can agree with wholeheartedly. In their
infinite wisdom, the Justices have agreed
that patents must be non-obvious. Well,
thank God! In the specific case, the court

ruled that a patent for a gas pedal with an
electronic sensor was invalid because it was
an obvious combination of existing tech-
nology. How this decision will play in the
medical and technology industries will be
very interesting. For example is the Ama-
zon “one-click checkout” an obvious com-
bination of prior art? This will be fun, espe-
cially if you’re a lawyer.

WWWWWi-Fi Copsi-Fi Copsi-Fi Copsi-Fi Copsi-Fi Cops
Could you go to jail for not securing

your Wi-Fi access point? Do you live or
work in Westchester County, NY? Well, ap-
parently no actual jail time is involved, but
the fines would be significant to my wallet!
How about $250 for a second violation and
$500 for a third? Sort of like the “war on
drugs,” the approach here is to go after the
“suppliers” rather than the person with the
laptop who needs a quick fix of e-mail. Cali-
fornia has a “Wi-Fi User Protection Bill.” It
requires manufacturers of wireless routers
to provide security warnings in products
sold in that State starting this Fall. I leave it
to you to make sense of this nonsense.

IPv6 is coming!IPv6 is coming!IPv6 is coming!IPv6 is coming!IPv6 is coming!
Now, this is really significant, and I can-

not believe there has not been more news
about it. The Internet community has tried
to ignore IPv6 for—well, for - years. The
introduction of network address translation
(NAT) back in the mid-90’s greatly allevi-
ated the impending crunch in network ad-

dress space. Remember when it was all over
the news that we were going to run out of
IP addresses? No? Well that’s because
someone had the brainstorm to take what
the hackers called “address spoofing” and
give it a nice mainstream name like NAT, and
then everyone could use “private” network
addresses like 192.168.0.0 to multiplex the traf-
fic from several computers onto one public IP
address. All of a sudden, the crunch was gone.
Of course, there are other factors (like CIDR),
but the crunch was postponed.

What’s wrong with what we have - good
old IPv4? Actually IPv4 has lots of prob-
lems that we all deal with every day. Want
to run a secure virtual private network (VPN)
between your notebook in the coffee shop
to your home or office? Well, often it chokes
because both the coffee shop and your home
network use NAT. If you had real public IP
addresses at both ends, your VPN would be
much easier. And there are all sorts of more
insidious security issues that make denial of
service attacks such a popular sport.

IPv6 deals with many of these problems
and, of course, creates some of its own.
The biggest advantage to IPv6 is an astro-
nomical increase in address space. The IP
addresses we all know and love are 32-bit
numbers so there are about 4 billion (4x109)
- not enough to give just one to every hu-
man on earth. An IPv6 address is a 128-bit
number - 4 times as long - with enough room
for 3.4×1038 unique addresses. Someone
said that was more than enough to address
each atom on earth. I’m not sure if that is
true, but IPv6 should solve the address
crunch for some time.

 So why worry about this now? Because
our fair government’s Office of Manage-
ment and Budget says you must. OMB has
decreed that the Federal government, in-
cluding all agencies and contractors, will
transition to IPv6 by June, 2008.
     Yikes! That’s one year from now!
As is so often the case, one solution becomes
the next problem. The fact that your home
router uses NAT but does not support IPv6 is
the biggest impediment to the smooth adop-
tion of IPv6. Obviously you will hear a lot more
about this in the next few months!

The Saga ofThe Saga ofThe Saga ofThe Saga ofThe Saga of
Julie AmeroJulie AmeroJulie AmeroJulie AmeroJulie Amero

Julie Amero’s sentencing has been post-
poned for the third time. If her conviction is
vacated, as it should be, it will be interesting to
see where the prosecution will go next. Ms
Amero was a great scapegoat because the
state could avoid any technical issues. If they
try to prosecute the network administrator, the
implications for IT are grave.

CirCirCirCirCircuit Ridercuit Ridercuit Ridercuit Ridercuit Rider - VVVVVererererersion 4.11sion 4.11sion 4.11sion 4.11sion 4.11
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“Mom & Dad, we’re truly sorry we visited MySpace without your permission.
Now, can we PLEASE go back to playing Grand Theft Auto?”
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$20.00 PER PERSON    •   $10.00 PER CHILD

Raffle    •   Door Prizes

Saturday, June 9, 2006
6:00 p.m.. - 10:00 p.m..

Holiday Restaurant
Veteran’s Plaza (Big Y Center)

New Milford, CT

MARTY “MAGIC” STEINBERG
6:30 p.m.

For more information, call:
Shirley or Frank at
(860) 350-9034

Can yCan yCan yCan yCan you top this?ou top this?ou top this?ou top this?ou top this?
A Pizza party and magic show

 to benefit
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Ask DACS
     May 2007

Jim Scheef, Moderator
Lisa Leifels, Reporter

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General
Meeting may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the ques-

tion for you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as
possible since we can’t probe during the session.

Q. What is a good anti-virus software
program to use?

A. Some of the anti-virus software
programs that were recommended at
the meeting were F-Secure,
Kaspersky and Nod 32. You can also
refer to one of the many websites
that compare anti-virus programs.
Jamie Yates mentioned the website
http://www.av-comparatives.org
that is updated quarterly and
evaluates over 20 anti-virus
programs during the What’s News
segment at the March 2007 general
meeting.

Q. Are there any problems with using
Window Media player?

A. The three most popular media players
(Windows Media Player, QuickTime
and RealPlayer) all have a browser
plug-in, which allow the browser to
open up a small media player window
inside your browser. You may have
the media player software installed,
but still need to install the media player
plug-in software. There are known
issues with each of the plug-ins and
configuration changes that can be
made to enable the software to work
better. You can look on the Microsoft
website to find answers to frequently
asked questions about Windows
Media Player. You may also want to
check the website of your browser to
see what settings they recommend
using.

Q. How do I send a mail merge letter to
20-30 people in Outlook Express?

A. The Outlook Express Address Book is
not designed to be used with
Microsoft Word 2000 or 2002. You can
export the Outlook Express Address
Book to a file and then use the
exported file as the mail merge data
source in Microsoft Word. Since you
mentioned that you are using an older
copy of Microsoft Word, you should
look up Mail Merge in the help file in
Microsoft Word.

     Here are the instructions to export your
address book from Outlook Express:

1. Start Outlook Express. On the File
menu, point to Export, and then click
Address Book.

2. In the Address Book Export Tool
dialog box, click Text File (Comma
Separated Values), and then click
Export.

3. In the Save exported file as box, type a
file name for your exported Address
Book file, and then click Browse. Select
the folder you would like to save your
file to. You can save your Outlook
Express Address Book in one of two
formats: Comma Separated Values
(*.csv) or Text Files (*.txt). Word can
use either format.

5. In the Save as Type box, click the
format that you want to use, and
then click Save. Click Next. Select
the fields that you want to export
as part of your data source, and
then click Finish.

6. When you are prompted with a message
that the address book export
process is completed, click OK. Click
Close to close the Address Book
Export Tool dialog box.

Q. I am using a new PC with Windows
XP via a dial up connection to ac-
cess the Internet. I see a message
that Microsoft Update is being
downloaded, but I get discon-
nected from my ISP because it
appears that nothing is happen-
ing.

A. First find out if your ISP uses a heartbeat
message for incoming modem calls.

This is a small signal from your
ISP server that checks if your
machine is still active. You can
download freeware of shareware
which will send a small periodic
signal to your ISP to prevent this
disconnect from happening. One
of the more popular programs for
this is Stay Live 2000 which can
be found at www.gregorybraun.
com/StayLive.html.

month for peace of mind of recoverable,
off-site, encrypted storage!

Don’t wait, act now!Don’t wait, act now!Don’t wait, act now!Don’t wait, act now!Don’t wait, act now!
In any event, don’t put off main-

tenance and backup strategy. Dust-
ing out the cobwebs and checking
under the hood can prolong equip-
ment life—particularly fans. If there’s
data you can’t risk losing, then re-
evaluate your backup methods and
address any gaps.

Are the odds good you’ll ever face
catastrophic loss? Well, that depends. All
equipment has a “mean time before fail-
ure” average. This isn’t your ‘odds of win-
ning’—it is a life expectancy value. The
longer one goes without a failure means
the closer an imminent failure looms. Dur-
ing a recovery phase is NOT the time to
find out backups were lacking. Enough
gloom and doom…

Upcoming projectsUpcoming projectsUpcoming projectsUpcoming projectsUpcoming projects
Now that the warm weather is here, I

can resume work on my car-PC project. At
the moment, it is comprised of a laptop
whose damaged screen was removed and
replaced with an external touch-screen. It’s
connected to a Garmin USB GPS device. I
was last working with Roadnav (http://
roadnav.sourceforge.net/) for a GPS re-
placement. Right now, I’m just working
with separate ideas of things I would like
to include in a full-fledged setup in a newer
vehicle.

Last summer I didn’t get a chance
to work on my arcade cabinet I’ve been
building. The control deck and body of
the cabinet are all rough-cut wood for
‘proof of concept’. This beast looks like
an arcade cabinet, and plays like one,
but it’s very rough around the edges. I
need to finalize the cabinet structure
and then work on re-working the con-
trol deck with better ergonomics.

Last year I finished a picture-frame
computer. It is built from a laptop that
is not really useful by today’s standards
as a workstation, but runs Linux and
Windows 98 just fine. The case was all
cracked up and damaged. For $20 I
picked up a shadow-box frame from a
craft store, and ordered a sheet of alu-
minum to mount the parts, and made a
picture frame.

Well, with all these things going on,
I’d best get going! See you at the next
SIG!

ROB LIMBAUGH
relimbaugh@dacs.org

President’s File, Continued from page 2
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net
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Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

June 5 • RFID • Dr. Paul Moskowitz, IBM
July 10 • Converting LP’s to CD’s • Bruce Preston

One- to four-color printing
Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available

For All Your Printing, Graphics, and Copying Needs

3 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT  06810

(203)792-5045
Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).
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DANBURY AREA
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc.
Individual Membership Application
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Regular Membership - Includes printed newsletter.
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Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT
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