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President’s File

A few weeks after this
      newsletter is print-
ed, it will be Thanksgiv-
ing. You can tell because
the Christmas decora-
tions are already on dis-
play. You’ll know when
Christmas is here be-
cause the New Year items

will be out. Someday, I hope someone
comes out with some pre-decorated shrink-
wrap to pull around your house. That would
at least make the decorating easy and just
as fast as the store display changes!

So, in the interest of having many things
to catch up on (and still get to), I’m going
to keep things very short and sweet this
month.

It bears repeating…
Backup, backup, backup! This week, I

took the time to backup a machine that usu-
ally goes off the radar of routine mainte-
nance, even for me. It’s a company-provided
machine, and most of what I do for work
ends up on storage locations elsewhere.
Because it is company issued, I do not have
the latitude to install personal backup soft-
ware (such as Carbonite or Mozy). As a
result, the non-work related data isn’t as
frequently backed up. It has a DVD burner,
so I spent about an hour and half to burn
four DVDs. Much of that data probably

didn’t need to be backed up (CD ISO files,
pictures I have copies of elsewhere, etc.),
but it was easier and cheaper to just burn
the discs than to sift and sort; so that is
what I did.

Good thing, too! Just yesterday, that
system’s hard drive went south (and is
never coming back)! It was non-respon-
sive and undetectable by the motherboard.
The great thing about company machines
is that one can make a phone call and magi-
cally, a hard drive is available, so I was
back up and running with a replacement
drive in a short amount of time. It’s taken
longer to reinstall the additional adminis-
tration applications and tools than it did
to create the backup DVDs.

Upcoming General
Meetings

Along with featuring some of the
SIGs in November, and John Patrick’s
glimpse into the digital horizons in De-
cember, we will have some really desir-
able door prizes! Just a teaser, but we’ll
be giving away at least one package of
Microsoft Office 2007.

Remember that General Meetings in
January through June of 2008 will be on
the FIRST MONDAY of each month.
The meetings in July through December
2008 will resume on the first Tuesday of
each month. The DACS online calendar
http://www.dacs.org/calendar has the
correct dates for the 2008 General
Meetings.

Giving Thanks…
Much work goes on in DACS. There’s

no effort too small, and each person’s
contribution(s) are greatly appreciated. So,
being that time of year, I’d like to give a
big THANKS to:

• The authors of all of our newsletter
content throughout the year

• The newsletter editors who give that
content shape

• The webmasters who keep our site in-
formation current

• The speakers and presenters who
share their knowledge

7•  The SIG leaders who help create en-
vironments to learn and share

• The Board of Directors and Officers
who help to steer DACS forward

•  Most important, of course, the Mem-
bers. Without the Members, none of
this would be possible!

See you at our next meeting!

–Rob Limbaugh
relimbaugh@dacs.org
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HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 775-1102 (d e)
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Directors’ Notes

A regular meeting of your Board of
 Directors was held on Monday,

October 8, 2007. Present were John Lansdale,
Lisa Leifels, Patrick Libert, Rob Limbaugh, Chris-
tine Novell, Jim Scheef, Jeff Setaro and Jamie
Yates. President  Limbaugh presided and secre-
tary Lisa Leifels kept the record. Minutes of the
lmeeting of September 10, 2007 were approved.

Not having Treasurer Charles Bovaird, Presi-
dent Rob Limbaugh reported current cash as-
sets of $9,056.82, consisting of total bank and
postal accounts in the amount of $9,013.07 plus
postage on hand of $43.75. Subtracting a liabil-
ity of prepaid dues in the amount of $5,798.00
left a net equity of $3,258.82. He also reported
that the current membership increased to 261,
77 of which are electronic.

Christine said that the November Gen-
eral Meeting will be a presentation by some
of the SIG leaders describing what their group
is about and what usually takes place at their
meetings. Rob’s fiancé Flo has offered to do
a talk on how nonprofit companies versus
corporations approach IT Management. Jeff
Setaro suggested we try to get NewTech to
come back and do another presentation on
their 3D LightWave software for the Mac.

On Friday, November 2, Sean Henderson
will do a PC-based music production workshop
at the DACS resource center. He reported by
email that he is advertising DACS events on
Craigslist.org, AmericanTowns. com and
MySpace.com. He has emphasized that the up-
coming John Patrick meeting in December
should be the primary marketing focus.

Howie Berger reported by email that
progress is being made with the nonprofit
project. DACS will be invited to participate
on a new initiative to help bring technology
resources to the nonprofit community. Howie
communicated that he had a successful meet-
ing with Mission Research, a company
which specializes in nonprofit fund raising
and volunteer software.

Rob mentioned that the resource center
beautification project will take place on con-
secutive Saturdays, October 20 and 27.

Rob recommended that we create a new
Special Project SIG to be held on the second
Wednesday of the month. He also thought we
should add a Windows SIG to be held on the
fourth Wednesday of the month, which Rob
offered to run for the first few months. Both of
the new SIGs were approved by the board.

The meeting ended with a few members of
the board commenting on what a great job Anna
Collens and Richard Corzo are doing in keeping
the data on the DACS website up to date.

–Lisa Leifels
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AT THE NOVEMBER General
Meeting, we will have a few
Special Interest Group leaders

tell about their SIGS. The SIGS were the
topic at another General Meeting two
years ago. At that meeting, all
the SIGS were described and
the consensus was that it
was a very worthwhile
and informative meet-
ing. Even so, the No-
vember meeting will be
different in that only
five SIGS will be cov-
ered. This will allow each
SIG leader to spend more
time discussing his SIG, members
and visitors may be able to digest more of
what is covered, and we may even spend
some time discussing what other SIGs
might get created.

Here is the lineup, as described by the
SIG leaders themselves (what better way
to let them share their enthusiasm?).

John LansdaleJohn LansdaleJohn LansdaleJohn LansdaleJohn Lansdale
OpenSource SIGOpenSource SIGOpenSource SIGOpenSource SIGOpenSource SIG

The electric light bulb is a technical
problem. How to generate the power, run
the wires, configure switches, etc... Light-
ing is an application. Now that you’ve got
your computer set up and running, how
are you going to apply it? Thinking an-
other way, now that you know the
computer’s capabilities, what can you light?

Our SIG talks mostly about Web applica-
tions. OpenSource—existing ones we can use
right away, new ones we can write ourselves.
It’s a lot easier than it used to be.

Some specific topics are Content Man-
agement Systems (Drupal, Joomla, others),
Wikis, E-stores, social networks, Web 2.0,
XAMP - PHP, Java, Java script, Ajax, Perl,
XML, Web services, version control.

If you are a Web entrepreneur, a de-
veloper of any language, an IT Director
whose view of the forest is blocked by all
the trees, in public relations, libraries, edu-
cation, or just want to learn more, this is
the place. No qualification other than
imagination. We’re not on any program,
you can start anytime. Bring a laptop or
not. Several of us are experienced devel-
opers in a variety of languages, but not
necessarily the one we’re studying. We’re
playing with electricity and lighting.

Meeting Preview

Drew KwashnakDrew KwashnakDrew KwashnakDrew KwashnakDrew Kwashnak
Linux SIGLinux SIGLinux SIGLinux SIGLinux SIG

Linux has grown up from its hobbyist
roots and has made great inroads into en-

terprise and consumer markets
in the past few years. At the
DACS Linux SIG we try to make
sense of using Linux with open
discussion, demonstrations and

recounting personal experi-
ences. We are building a

Linux server to use as a plat-
form for demonstrations,
experience and providing
hands-on experience to
attending members.

Richard CorzoRichard CorzoRichard CorzoRichard CorzoRichard Corzo
Mac SIGMac SIGMac SIGMac SIGMac SIG

In my Macintosh SIG session during
the November General Meeting I’ll make a
presentation on “Mac Orientation 101”.
For someone potentially new to the Mac,
I’ll explain some of the desktop compo-
nents: the menu bar, the dock, the Finder,
Spotlight, the Apple menu, and System
Preferences and how they relate to Win-
dows features that some users may be
more familiar with. I’ll show where to find
applications and how to start them, and
how they’re typically installed and
uninstalled.

Chuck FizerChuck FizerChuck FizerChuck FizerChuck Fizer
ASPASPASPASPASP.Net and C#VB.Net and C#VB.Net and C#VB.Net and C#VB.Net and C#VB.Net.Net.Net.Net.Net

The ASP.Net SIG explores the usage of
the Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 IDE in the
development of Web pages that embody
application logic along with page cosmet-
ics. This involves using C# or VB.Net lan-
guage compilers, as well as Javascript
browser client program development. The
Javascript code is integral to the overall ap-
plication program, and is used in conjunc-
tion with the C# or VB.Net server code de-
veloped on the VS IDE. We start at 4PM, at
the suggestion of others who thought it
was a good reason to leave work early once
a month for technical enlightenment (Now,
I question the validity of that logic.)

The purpose of the C#VB.Net SIG is
to explore programming constructs of each
language. C# and VB.Net are object ori-
ented programming languages driven by
classes and for beginners, confusion. This
programming paradigm, like Java, is a large
technical step forward beyond the tradi-
tional procedural programming languages
of yesterday, such as VB6, C, Asm, Cobol,
etc. This SIG discusses the methods of
class object-oriented programming and
uses actual production program code in
technical illustrations and discussions.

Both SIGs encourage questions for
which we struggle to provide concise and
accurate answers.

=================
P.S. We will “randomly” (wink) select

another SIG to review during the program.
Can you guess which one it will be? —
Just like they do when the first movie is a
success and is followed by a sequel.

In the spring we will have SIG Night 2.

DACS November 2007
SIG Night
By Chris Novell
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Meeting Review

Online Identity Fraud
October, 2007

By Chris Novell with Philip Chen

E-MAIL BOXES EVERYWHERE are
increasingly being taken over by
unwanted spam. That was the clear

message expressed by Philip Chen of Hi-
Link Computer Corporation  at our Octo-
ber General Meeting. Holding up a graph
to the audience showing that e-mail that
people want and are expecting to receive
is only a small fraction of what actually
arrives at most people’s computers. The
rest is spam.

The volume of spam has been increas-
ing dramatically and is becoming an ever
growing threat. Using auto preview may
“count” as opening the spam, so it may be
wise to turn this feature off if it is available
through your e-mail preference settings.

One of the big ways that crooks try to
steal identities on the Internet is through a
method called phishing. This occurs when
a bogus e-mail or instant message asks you
for personal information such as a pass-
word or bank account number. The story or
manner of request may seem convincing,
e.g., using your name, or offering a seem-
ingly sound reason for disclosing the in-
formation. In essence, if an e-mail or a
website seems to be a bit different from the
way it has typically been over time, be wary.
If an organization you do business with
has addressed prior communications using
your name and suddenly addresses you as
“Dear Valued Customer,” you may want to
stop in your tracks.

Conversely, if e-mails that have typi-
cally been addressed to you generically
start using your name, that identifying
information may have been obtained
fraudulently. The best way to interact
online with a company or organization is
to type the website into the browser, rather
than go there from an e-mail or other
website link. Banks will not send e-mails
or instant messages asking you for ac-
count numbers or passwords.

What are some of the signs that some-
thing could be falsified on the Internet?

An address bar could have an appear-
ance of kind of “floating.”

Another example of deceit that Phil
specified is where two letter “v.’s” could
be used in sequence to give an undis-
cerning eye reading the e-mail the impres-
sion that it is a “w,” a ruse that could mis-
represent real website names starting with
“www” for World Wide Web. The letter

“a” could appear to be a bit “off” when it
is really a letter from another language.
PayPal is an example of a site that could
be misrepresented in this way.

Phil also recommended that people use
either Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox 2.0 as
their browser. Note: While preparing this
review I asked Phil to elaborate on this
point, and he kindly provided the follow-
ing additional detail:

“Internet Explorer before version 7
suffers from many security problems.
Some of the biggest issues are buffer-over-
flow vulnerability, no built-in pop-up
blocker, and little control over Java or ac-
tive-x scripts. Buffer-overflow is specially
a huge security concern, because it po-
tentially allows an attacker to crash
Internet Explorer, or even to compromise
the host computer by using crafted, mal-
formed data packets. IE7 is securely locked
down out of the box. It is much more se-
curity conscious by design, and a big im-
provement over the previous releases.”

“Firefox,” he added, “has always been
a much more secure and versatile web
browser from the beginning. Version 2.0
continues that tradition by including built-
in phishing protection. It checks local or
online lists of known phishing sites and
warns you accordingly. It also has a cult-
like following and extensive supports for

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more?
Find all that plus food for thought at the Pig Sig

your every security need by way of add-
ons and plug-ins. At version 2.0, Firefox
is a solid and very mature web browser.”

While most thinking for security seems
to go in the direction of applying layers
upon layers of protection, Phil took the
position that less can be more. “Understand
what you are using,” he said. “Make sure
you use it.” Most of us probably know of
some humorous account where a person
bought a PC that “came with antivirus” but
what the unknowing new computer owner
did not realize is that the antivirus had to be
installed on the computer, and scheduled,
and updated. However, if someone tries to
overprotect his PC with redundancy upon
redundancy, too many protections could
cause the system to breakdown. Phil uses
Norton Symantec, with its anti-phishing
option turned on.

From the audience, Jeff Setaro, DACS
member and former president, offered the
caution to never use a kiosk or library com-
puter. Indeed, even an https address that
includes the words “you are now enter-
ing a secure site” is not foolproof. If a
person uses a public computer, where a
miscreant has installed keylogger hard-
ware or software, every keystroke could
be recorded, including those that repre-
sent passwords and account numbers.

The PowerPoint file of Mr. Chen’s pre-
sentation is available at:

h t t p : / / w w w . h i - l i n k . c o m /
SeminarMaterial /E_ID_Theft.pdf.

You can also try out the website de-
scribed during the What’s News segment
to test your ability to detect phishing URL’s:

h t t p : / / c u p s . c s . c m u . e d u /
antiphishing_phil/quiz/index.html.
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Commentary

Circuit Rider
Version 5.3

by Jim Scheef

Sputnik celebratesSputnik celebratesSputnik celebratesSputnik celebratesSputnik celebrates
gggggolden anniolden anniolden anniolden anniolden annivvvvvererererersarsarsarsarsaryyyyy

THIS NEWS WAS HARD to miss
as it was covered everywhere
from the computer press, to the

New York Times. Fox News might have
even mentioned it. Most reports made
the launching of Sputnik in 1957 the be-
ginning of the “space age.” I was twelve
and remember seeing it and trying to
tune in the signal on my short wave ra-
dio. The real significance was how it
affected our educational system. An em-
phasis on science and engineering fil-
tered all the way down to the junior high
grades. It would sure be uplifting if we
could get that sense of urgency back in
our priorities. Our schools could sure
use the lift.

Computer VirusComputer VirusComputer VirusComputer VirusComputer Virus
celebrates silvercelebrates silvercelebrates silvercelebrates silvercelebrates silver

annianniannianniannivvvvvererererersarsarsarsarsar yyyyy
In 1982, Rich Skrenta, a ninth-grader in
Mt. Lebanon, PA, near Pittsburgh, de-
cided to play a prank on his friends.
The result was the first computer virus
“Elk Cloner”. It replicated itself by copy-
ing its code into RAM during boot up
and then writing itself to the boot sec-
tor of any other disk written while the
computer was running—what became
the classic operating procedure of a
boot sector virus. All this was on the
Apple II. According to the article I read
in the Minneapolis Star Tribune, he still
has that Apple II. The article also says
the first virus for the PC (now called
“Brain”) came from two brothers in Pa-
kistan. Like the Apple virus, the pay-
load was a simple text message on the
screen displaying the phone number for
the brothers’ computer repair shop. The
message from Elk Cloner was much
more clever: every fifty reboots it dis-
played a poem written by Skrenta. One
line was, “It will get on all your disks; it
will infiltrate your chips.” For something
so eloquent, the term malware hardly
seems to fit.

Microsoft as a protectorMicrosoft as a protectorMicrosoft as a protectorMicrosoft as a protectorMicrosoft as a protector
of your health recordsof your health recordsof your health recordsof your health recordsof your health records

Does this make sense to you? Microsoft,
our dear and benevolent friend, will host
all of your medical records for free. You

know, I can’t make this stuff up! Ac-
cording to an article in The New York
Times (October 5, 2007), the system will
be called HealthVault. Microsoft has
some worthy partners in organizations
like the American Heart Association,
Johnson & Johnson LifeScan,
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital, the
Mayo Clinic and MedStar Health, a net-
work of seven hospitals in the Baltimore-
Washington region.

Now, before you completely dismiss
this, the concept is good. Presently,
there is no central place to keep your
medical records where they won’t get
lost and you control who has access. I
like the idea enough to try it. So far,
with no records in my account, it’s hard
to see how the access controls and se-
curity will work. Of course, there is the
concern of whether you really want
Microsoft to manage all this.

One must keep everything in per-
spective as HealthVault is “beta.” My
experience creating an account had
some interesting moments. Naturally,
HealthVault uses Microsoft’s ‘Live
Passport’ for authentication. So the
first step to create a HealthVault account
is to log on to your Microsoft Passport.
Passport (aka: MSN Account Services)
asked that I create a more secure pass-
word (8 characters was not enough) so
I did. It then wanted me to add a secret
question, which I did. In a John Patrick-
esque moment, Passport told me that
the name of my first pet was too short;
it had to be 5 characters! No people, I
really can’t make this stuff up. After
choosing another question that re-
quired a longer answer, I was able to
complete changing my password and
was promptly taken to… Windows Live.
Close, but no cigar. So, back to the origi-
nal link, and this time HealthVault ac-
cepted me (and my passwords) and al-
lowed me to enter the actual HealthVault
account creation screens. The Beta Ver-
sion Privacy Statement is six pages, the
Account Service Agreement is 4¼
pages. I printed both to read them later.
So far, of course, I have nothing to en-
ter into the site or have not found where
I can enter more than my name and ad-
dress. Obviously, you will hear more
about this over time.

Niagara 2Niagara 2Niagara 2Niagara 2Niagara 2

This past month Sun Microsystems (re
member them?) shipped a new line of

servers based on their new UltraSPARC
T2 processor (code-named Niagara 2) –
Niagara is a better name for a large steam
locomotive than a computer chip). This
may be the only RISC processor still
shipping in a system larger than a cell
phone. Yes, Intel still has the Itanium in
their price list, but does anyone buy it?
It seems like only yesterday when RISC
processors were going to take over the
world. It’s too bad that didn’t happen,
because our world would be a much
more varied and interesting place. The
first versions of Windows NT ran on
the MIPS, Alpha and Itanium proces-
sors and the i386. I hope Sun succeeds,
and not just because I own a few shares
of their stock, but because we need
someone to keep Microsoft and Intel in
their place, and Sun may be our last
hope.

VVVVViririririr tual mactual mactual mactual mactual machineshineshineshineshines,,,,,
yes, but where?yes, but where?yes, but where?yes, but where?yes, but where?

I am now a virtual machine convert; in
fact, I may even be a VM junkie. Vir-

tual machines are not just for servers.
Want to try out some new software—or
even a new operating system—without
risking your existing setup? Maybe you
just want to see how a website appears
on an older browser, like I did. If you
wax nostalgic for your own mainframe
of yore, or would like to play your fa-
vorite arcade game again, you can do
all of this and more using virtual ma-
chines. In my very limited and cursory
examination of what is fast becoming a
new industry, there are three major play-
ers for the market on PC hardware–
Microsoft, VMWare and XenSource.
However, this can change in a heart-
beat. Every new operating system has
virtualization built in, including the
Solaris that runs on the new Sun
UltraSPARC T2. Windows Server 2008
will have it built in or bundled. That was
the strategy used against Netscape.
There is even talk that the hypervisor–
the program that manages the virtual
machines running on one physical com-
puter–will be built into the hardware,
like the BIOS. This will be fun to watch.
Naturally, we’re using virtual machines
in the DACS Resource Center, where
you can learn all about it in the Virtual
Computing SIG. For my experimentation
I’m using Microsoft Virtual PC. It's
“free,” a price point Microsoft likes
when competing in a new market against
more established products.
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Climbing rapidly on my list of things
to do (as opposed to the list of things
that need to be done) is SIMH, the Com-
puter History Simulation Project. As the
name implies, SIMH is a simulator that
allows one to “run” a historic computer
on one’s PC. SIMH will let you simulate
(syntactical nuance different from emu-
late) many historic machines, such as
an IBM 1401, or a MITS Altair 8800, or
just about any DEC from the PDP-1 to a
VAX. Another is Hercules, an emulator
that specializes in IBM mainframes from
the 370 to the zSystem.

These emulators create virtual cop-
ies of hardware to give you the oppor-
tunity to do truly silly things. The Nokia
N800 is a pocket size Linux-based wire-
less Internet appliance intended for web
surfing and email while sitting in

Starbucks. It has a high coolness quo-
tient right out of the box. Some dude
ported SIMH and Hercules to the N800,
so it can pretend to be a VAX or an S/
370. Just think you can IPL VM/CMS
in your shirt pocket and the guy at the
next table can log in using TN3270. Is
this a great country or what!

Banning mandaBanning mandaBanning mandaBanning mandaBanning mandatortortortortoryyyyy
RFID implantsRFID implantsRFID implantsRFID implantsRFID implants

Back to more serious concerns.
Should an employer be allowed to

require an RFID implant as a condition
of employment? California has already
had the good sense to ban such a re-
quirement. As Dr. Paul Moskowitz, our
general meeting speaker this past June
pointed out, an embedded RFID tag as
a security device is hazardous to the

wearer. When the bad guys want the
tag, they must remove it with a knife.
The California law should be federal. I
wish this was a joke, but it’s not.

Now we’re reallyNow we’re reallyNow we’re reallyNow we’re reallyNow we’re really
gggggetting scaretting scaretting scaretting scaretting scaryyyyy

Picture this scene: you’re at Disney
World and the kids want to ride all the

fast rides while you want to check out the
English Pub. Hours later, how will you
find the kids? What if you could get an
accurate, continuous location of each
kid, say on your cell phone? Would you
feel more secure and allow them to go
on the rides while you have a leisurely
lunch in the pub? A technology origi-
nally developed for the military to track
soldiers may be offered to parents in a
few years to find their kids in an amuse-
ment park.

This potential product is called a Ra-
dar Response Tag by Gentag, Inc., the
company trying to commercialize the
technology. The tag can be located over
a range of 12 miles with accuracy within
3 feet, according to Gentag. The ZDNet
article goes on, “Because the military
has been using the technology for
years, much of the field testing is al-
ready accomplished. Gentag now hopes
to fine-tune the consumer product and
come out with credit-card-size devices
that would exchange signals between
each other. Ultimately, Gentag would like
to cut deals with phone makers to in-
corporate the chips into cell phones.”
Interesting. Put one of these tags in a
drivers license (Real ID) and the sce-
nario starts to get rather scary. Remem-
ber how “they” have been saying that
the RFID tag in your passport can only
be read within inches? Maybe not; and
this has been in use by the military for
years? Now combine this with the pre-
vious item about implants and think
about it for a while.

JIM SCHEEF is past president of DACS. He can
be located . . .

    Challenge - TO WRITE A PROGRAM IN ANY LANGUAGE
to solve the following problem:

    Note: In the October issue of dacs.doc, this column contained anerror (the third
number in column 2 was printed as 61). We are reprinting it in this edition.

Starting with the number 1 and moving to the right in a clockwise
direction,  a 5-by-5 spiral matrix is formed as follows:

It can be verified that the sum of both diagonals is 101. What is the sum of
both diagonals in a 1001 by 1001 spiral matrix formed the same way?

 a) Create a program that will produce the diagonal sum for the 1001 by 1001
         spiral matrix as well as other such matrices.

Note: Some analysis would be initially useful.

b) What would be the program to determine all the diagonal sums for the spiral
matrices from 1 to 1001?

Solutions should state clearly which language and version has been used
and sent to: treasurer@dacs.org

Correct solutions will be recognized in future editions of DACS.DOC.

Programming challenge

#1 Diagonal Sums on
Spiral Matrices - Correction

 by Charles Bovaird

21 22 23 24 25
20  7   8   9  10
19  6   1   2  11
18  5   4   3  12
17 16 15 14 13

This is your
last newsletter

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 07/2007
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW



http://www.dacs.org8 • NOV 2007

Special Interest Groups

SIG News & Events

SIG NOTES: November 2007

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application develop-
ment using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript and
SQL Server programming tools. Starts with Random Ac-
cess, fol lowed by a programming discussion with
examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer cfizer@snet.net.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 7.

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching and
printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 graffic@bigfoot.com.
Meets last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  Nov 28.

Jobs. Networking and  jobs search
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux
operating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: John Lansdale 914-533-2002
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 17.

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo macsig@dacs.org.
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: Nov 1.

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.
Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets  3rd Monday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 19.

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys main-
tenance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Dec 20.

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef jscheef@telemarksys.com
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Nov 8.

VB.Net, Visual Basic-6. Focuses on Smart Client Windows
application development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL
Server programming tools. Starts with a random accss ses-
sion , followed by Object Oriented discussions and program-
ming with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 cfizer@snet.net or
Greg Austin, 845 494-5095 greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Cen-
ter, preceeded 1 hour with a shared cost pizza snack.
Next Meeting: Nov 7.

Virtual Computing. This SIG will explore virtual computing tech-
nologies and how to leverage them as additional system re-
sources.  Our main focus will be on the free VMWare products,
but we will also look at other technologies and tools.
Meets 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center
Contact: Rob LimbNovh relimbaugh@dacs.org, 203 826-8196.
Next Meeting: Nov 27.

Web Design. Applications for designing and creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens avo555@earthlink.net.
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 20.

SIG NEWS, Continued on page 13

Linux  Education, Ubuntu and Linux Ter-
minal Server Project
     What can be cooler than what Drew
Kwashnak (see his article on pg. 12)
showed us this month in the Linux SIG?
Not that we’re short on cool within the
software world, but this applies to every-
one – in the World.
    It’s HYPERLINK “http://www.ubuntu.
com/products/WhatIsUbuntu/edubuntu”
Edubuntu implementation of LTSP. He took
two old Ives Manor castaways. On one
with 256 meg and a small hard drive he
installed Edubuntu 7.04 and configured it
as a LTSP server, the other (it didn’t even
have a hard drive) became the client.
     After getting the LTSP server running,
all he had to do was boot the client from
a LAN. (Read his article.) There’s a num-
ber of ways to boot the client, Drew used
PXE technology (see background). Al-
most every computer today has it. Just

break into the BIOS (hold down delete key)
and change the boot device. Within a
couple of minutes, his client came to life; it
had booted from the Edubuntu server.
     Please see the newsletter for the com-
plete article.

Macintosh. In October, the plan was for
DACS Editor and SIG member Patrick
Libert to demonstrate the new iWork ’08
suite consisting of Pages, Keynote, and
for the first time, Numbers, a spreadsheet
program. We tried to download the 30-
day trial from Apple http://www.apple.com/
iwork/trial/, but the Web server seemed
to be having some temporary problems.
(Later we realized we wouldn’t have had
time to complete the large download any-
way with the slow connection we have in
the Resource Center.)
As a backup, Patrick started referring to
an iWork ’08 Reviewer’s Guide I had

downloaded from the Apple Sales Web.
This had a number of colorful screen
shots of the new programs.
     Patrick has been quite impressed with
the new suite, using Pages to edit ar-
ticles for the DACS newsletter. From his
own personal use he mentioned how it’s
possible to embed a music file into a
Pages document. Pages ’08 can even
open the latest Microsoft Word 2007 for
Windows documents.
     Patrick has found that Numbers and
Keynote do a good job of opening Microsoft
Excel and PowerPoint files. Next month
we’ll have iWork ’08 installed so that we
can see all the new programs in action.
     During the meeting, a member
brought to our attention the new Amazon
MP3 Download store which is now in
beta. Through a separate downloader
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November 2007November 2007November 2007November 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Macintosh
7:00 PM

Richard Corzo
macsig@dacs.org

2 3

4 5 6

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

7

4 PM ASP.Net
7 PM C# VB.Net

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

8

7:00 PM
Server

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

9 10

DACS.DOC
Deadline

11 12

7:00 PM
Board of Directors

13 14 15 16 17

18 19

Opensource Web
Program.
7:00 PM

John Lansdale
914-533-2002

20

Web Design
Anna Collens
914 232-0149

21

7:30 PM
Linux

John Lansdale
914 533-2002

22 23 24

25 26 27

Virtual Computing
Rob Limbaugh
203 826-8196

28

7:00 PM
Digital Imaging

Ken Graff
203 775-6667

29 30

Oct 2007

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Dec 2007

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Danbury Area Computer Society
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SIGNIFICANT BITS

DACS.ORG BUSINESS

THOSE INTERESTED in getting
involved more deeply with
DACS.ORG should contact one of

the board members before the end of No-
vember. Between the board and officers,
there will be at least 2-3 volunteer posi-
tions to be filled in the next six months.

We would also like to begin promot-
ing immediately our December meeting
with futurist, John
Patrick. As mem-
bers, we should do
all we can to make
this a standing-
room-only event.
John Patrick’s pre-
sentation to our
group is typically
our most highly at-
tended event of the
year. However, we
are keen not to take this for granted and,
therefore, request all DACS members to per-
sonally talk this up with friends and col-
leagues.

President Rob Limbaugh has a resource
in place to begin managing, on a quarterly
basis, some operational and back-end goals
of the board. The results will be self-evi-
dent over time, but the net effect is that all
matters related to membership will be more
integrated. DACS offerings will become
even more of a value.

MAPPING AND MASHUPS
This past month, I learned about

geocoding, mashups, and mapping. The
project at work was to put some of our
deliverables, typically given in a spread-
sheet format (e.g., a listing of our client’s
customers), in a format with some more
wow-factor. My boss had just read about
the number of people and businesses do-
ing “mashups”—http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Mashup_(web_application_
hybrid and said, “Go forth and mash!”

For those who have used CGI on a
UNIX/Linux platform, screen-scraping
was the tactic of choice for creating new
pages from others. Many have maintained
sites over the years where the page lay-
out wasn’t useful. They have used a
screen-scraping tool to take a publicly
available web page to reorganize the data
and/or combine it with other data into a
page that was more useful for an intended

audience. For instance, I ran a music
events page over the years, and I would
let contributors know that if they posted
their content on site A, then they’d get
double exposure, because it would also
get screen-scraped and slightly reformat-
ted into the more narrowly focused music
events site. I don’t see why this is so revo-
lutionary, because this was the original
intent of the World Wide Web—the pages

were made up of
markup from one
server with links and/
or content pulled
from another. The
UNIX command
‘wget’ is what we old-
schoolers used in the
pre-mashup era.

Today, this com-
bining of content is
more official and the

hooks into it are more exposed, with less
hacking needed to get it right. With XML,
RSS, and various exposed APIs from
Google and others, combining content is
more straightforward and, what is more
important, intended. Screen-scraping got
sort of a bad rap over the years because it
came to be associated with using others’
content in a way beyond what they in-
tended. Using currently available mashup
tools, there is no such restriction, and con-
tent providers intend for it to be—and are
happy when it is—used in this manner.

DETAILS, DETAILS
The map project started out strictly

using Google Maps API. My object-ori-
ented coding is still quite lacking, so I
found this hard to use. Also, given that
our data was not financial, I tried looking
for something to run on our own servers.
The application I found for that was
MapServer, which is open-source. We
were shy on boxes at work, and having
attended Rob Limbaugh’s Virtual Comput-
ing SIG, I knew that there was such a thing
as a virtual appliance that I could load
and discard at will. My search proved this
correct, and I soon located the MapServer
appliance and fired it up under VMware.

Alas, MapServer had a steep learning
curve, and wasn’t in keeping with the
whole “mashup” idea my boss had where
there was an implied timeliness to doing
these things. A friend gave me a hint about

something called GmapEZ. Wow! This
was the ticket. In less than two days, I
had a mashup application working and
spent the rest of the time tweaking the
style and layout without having to worry
about the linkup between our application
server and GmapEZ. In addition, we main-
tained our data security because we only
passed geocoded longitude and latitude,
and not any client-identifiable data. That
came from our end. If someone randomly
happened onto the map page, it would
merely show our company’s location on a
map with our logo and slogan. (Use of
Google Maps API requires that the page
be publicly accessible unless one spends
the $$ for the enterprise edition of the API.)

WHAT IS GMAPEZ?
GmapEZ provides a DHTML interface

to the Google Maps API. This is great for
someone like me who didn’t want to roll
their own object-oriented code. How it
works is that inside the DIV tag in the HTML
(in our case CFML), the geocoded items
get listed as links, and between the A tags
the type of marker (pushpin, et al.) and color
is specified. That’s it. When the page is
loaded, a provided bit of Javascript sends
the links listed in the DIV to the Google
Maps API in a way it understands, then
returns a map!

There are a couple of things to keep in
mind here. It is still required to have a Google
Maps API key. Also, Google Maps API only
does the USA and parts of Canada and
Mexico. The key is tied to the production
server, so it’s not possible to test on a de-
velopment box unless the development box is
publicly accessible and has a dedicated URL.

The other thing is that your data has to
be geocoded! This turned out to be a real
trick, since our client’s customer data was
all over the place in terms of address infor-
mation. Eventually, I went with  geocoding
only addresses that had city, state and coun-
try info. Trying to include street address
info was neither needed for this project nor
possible with any predictable results.

GEOCODING
Geocoding is the process of getting lon-

gitude and latitude information. The site I
found that did this the best and easiest was
GPSvisualizer.com, which uses a combina-
tion of Google, Yahoo and other sources to
put it together. More information can be
had on their site, and it was a big help.

Happy mashing.

SEAN N. HENDERSON Is a member of the board
of directors. On top of that he leads a dual life
as a computer-guy and musician. His devices
contribute to his music life as well.

By Sean N. Henderson

Commentary
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RICHARD CORZO WAS back this
month with another Java lesson.
Six of us sat around the table, and

with his patient help, successfully turned
our laptops into powerful Java / Eclipse
(the newest) / Apache Tomcat development
machines. As you’ve learned by now, set-
ting up is the hard part. All we need to do
now is to add the powerful code —a piece
of cake for us professional developers.

True to our charter, all software was
free and we did this on a mix of comput-
ers, Windows XP, SUSE Linux, Windows
2003 Server; none were really high perfor-
mance. Disk space for the whole thing was
about 300 meg (147 meg for Eclipse, the
JDK about 130, and 9 meg for Tomcat).

The Web site we used as a guide was
IBM’s Developing Web Applications with
Tomcat and Eclipse. Eclipse is a very com-
plete code editing tool and development
environment. It is available from IBM.
Tomcat is a Web server configured for run-
ning Java Web applications. It is avail-
able from the Open Source Apache Soft-
ware Foundation http://www.apache.org/.
Java, is the programming language and
runtime system from Sun Micro Systems.
We installed the Eclipse Classic. You just

download and unpack it somewhere (e.g.,
ProgramFiles\Eclipse or/home/Eclipse32).
It runs as is - no setup, even delete the
folder when you’re done. Next, we installed
the Web tools in Eclipse. (Help > Soft-
ware Updates > Find and Install) **

Then we downloaded ( a couple of
us downloaded; others used the copy
Rich had on a thumb drive or a network
connection) and installed the Apache
Tomcat 5.5.

Back in Eclipse, we took File > New
Project > Dynamic Web project. We named
ours ExampleProject. Next was creating a
target runtime. This is the Web server
which will be used for running our Java
server page code. When prompted, we
pointed it to the Tomcat 5.5. Then you’ve
got to add the server to the project (seems

redundant to me—if Eclipse knew we
wanted to use Tomcat 5.5, why not just
set it up automatically). It’s easy enough
though. Just take New > Server and

choose Tomcat 5.5. Point the server to the
project.

For test code, we just cut and pasted
in the IBM example (below). In Eclipse it
was File > New > Other Web > jsp, name
index.jsp, paste the copied code.

They tell you to publish the page by
right clicking on the server > Publish. Then
browse to localhost:8080/ExampleProject
to see the results. As a compulsive non-
conformist I had to do it differently. I
started the server on one of the tabs in
the bottom and center and browsed to the
page. This worked, too, but I had stopped
reading instructions and browsed to the
wrong address (http://localhost/
ExampleProject, instead of the correct
http://localhost:8080/ExampleProject—
I left out the port number).

The result: Today’s date is Wed Sep
17 21:00:36 EDT 2007 and this jsp page
worked!

We could have added: Another fast
two hours has passed; time to go home.
Until next month, when Richard prom-
ises to be back.

If you need or want to learn Java, come
join us next month. You can start in any
time, we’ll help you get caught up. Your
DACS membership is valuable. Just one

Developer's Corner

Open Source SIG
by John Lansdale

 Table 1.
Components and versions used

         Eclipse Platform 3.2.2
         Java EE 5 SDK 1.5.0_09
         Apache Tomcat 5.5.20

Listing 1:
<%@ page language=”java” contentType=”text/html; charset=ISO-

8859-1"

pageEncoding=”ISO-8859-1"%>

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC “-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN”

“http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd”>

<html>

<head>

<meta http-equiv=”Content-Type” content=”text/html; charset=ISO-

8859-1">

<title>My Title</title>

</head>

<body>

<% java.util.Date d = newnewnewnewnew java.util.Date(); %>

<h1>

Today’s date is <%= d.toString() %> and this jsp page worked!

</h1>

</body>

</html>

of these sessions would cost you hun-
dreds of dollars if you paid for training or
hired a professional to teach you, and that
wouldn’t be as nearly as effective.

John Lansdale, CDP, MCP
*In Microsoft terms Eclipse is Devel-

opers Studio, Tomcat is Internet Informa-
tion Server and Java is C#, Vb.net or one
of the other Asp.Net languages. With
LAMP, it’s the Zend Developers Environ-
ment, Apache (with the Php module) and
PHP.

** This find/install/update from inside
Eclipse is very convenient. As well as keep-
ing up to the newest releases, I’ve found
and installed Eclipse tools for xml editing,
UML design, writing PHP and Ruby code.

JOHN LANSDALE is an active DACS member
and director, and head of the Opensource Web
Programming SIG and Linux SIG..

Thanks!

When dining at the

DACS Resource

Center, please

carry your

leftovers

out with

You.

The
Management
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LAST MONTH, IN A tight dead-
line, the editors of dacsdoc made
a few mistakes—printed one para-

graph twice, truncated another, printed a
wrong number in the math puzzle, and a
couple of others. If the editors were in
charge of a NASA space launch, I think
there would be a crash.

In case you have any doubts about
the current issue, I propose the following
audit. Buy a copy of the NY Times or USA
Today or some other national newspaper.
Sit down at a table with a web browser
computer to one side. Measure out an area
of the national newspaper with a word
count approximately equal to dacsdoc’s.

Mark any mistake in either publication
with a red magic marker. Then, mark yel-
low anything you spot that looks like a lie
or a deliberate spin*. Use Google** to
cross check, if you’re not sure. Dig deep;
sometimes they’re well hidden!

Subtract all words in any paragraph
containing red or yellow. Subtract the whole
article if there’s any yellow because when
someone is deliberately lying about some-
thing it makes everything suspect. Half a
truth is worth less than none. The correct
count/initial word count is your trust index.

You could make it more accurate using
a pink marker, in cases of secondary spin.
For example, an author feels some Microsoft
or Apple technology is superior only be-
cause that’s what they work with. Give that
a penalty but not as much as yellow be-
cause at least the intention is honest.

My motivation for writing this was an
article from a recent issue of a public rela-
tions trade professional publication, The
Daily Dog -  www.bulldogreporter.com/
dailydog/.

 Author MJ Gilhooley’s headline was
“PR Must Face the Scary Truth: Media Re-
lations May Be a Ghost in a Web 2.0 World.”

Gilhooley doesn’t delve into Web 2.0.
The gist of her article isn’t technical. It’s
that the old days of pushing spin out to
the media is over. Interactive truthfulness
is in. People using Web 2.0 to communi-
cate trust each other more than the media.
So now, PR professionals must become
more engaged and interactive. (i.e. Truth-
fully lie to us personally?)

Web 2.0 has slightly different definitions.
One emphasizes the tools - Open Source, Con-
tent Management Systems, LAMP, Ajax, XML,
RSS, etc. The other emphasizes the effect - a
revolution in communication.

If you’re interested in any aspect of
this subject, come on down to the Open
Source SIG on the third Monday night
and join in. There is no prerequisite skill.
Sometimes we talk about technology
(those tools), other times about applica-
tions - the ones we find and others we
might write ourselves.

Right now, we’re getting an excellent
introduction to Java by Mac SIG leader
and natural teacher Richard Corzo. Earlier,
we learned what a LAMP server is and
how to run one on your laptop. We’ve set
up many Web 2.0 tools. Drupal, Joomla,
Wordpress, TikiWiki, OSCommerce, Ajax,
RSS, Perl, Eclipse, & etc..We’ve started
writing our own web application, but for
the lack of time, have stopped.

We’ll be getting back to applications
soon. A presidential election is coming up,
and it’s time to start thinking about what
Web 2.0 means to our country.

I do trust dacsdoc, but I read it with
care - a different kind of care than when
reading about politics. Rockets must be
launched carefully.

John Lansdale, CDP, MCP

* Endorsement by a third party, so-
called expert. See www.prwatch.org

** Beware even here. Ever wonder
why Google stock is worth so much? I
think it’s the way they manipulate what
you “find”, not the crummy little ad words
or any other features.

Background from Wikipedia (a web
2.0 phenomenon itself!) - http://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_2

Web 2.0 refers to a perceived second
generation of web-based communities and
hosted services — such as social-network-
ing sites, wikis and folksonomies — which
aim to facilitate collaboration and sharing
between users. The term became popular
following the first O’Reilly Media Web 2.0
conference in 2004.[1][2] Although the term
suggests a new version of the World Wide
Web, it does not refer to an update to any
technical specifications, but to changes in
the ways software developers and end-us-
ers use the web. According to Tim O’Reilly,
“Web 2.0 is the business revolution in the
computer industry caused by the move to
the internet as platform, and an attempt to
understand the rules for success on that
new platform.”[3]

Some technology experts, notably Tim
Berners-Lee, have questioned whether
one can use the term in a meaningful way,
since many of the technology components
of “Web 2.0” have existed since the early
days of the Web.[4] [5]

JOHN LANSDALE is an active DACS member and
director, and head of the Opensource Web
Programming SIG and Linux SIG.

Commentary

Do you trust dacsdoc?
by John Lansdale

SIG NEWS, Cont. from page 8
program it can download 256 kbps
MP3 files you purchase so they show
up in iTunes, whether you’re on a Mac
or a Windows machine, and they are
compatible with iPods and other MP3
players.
Another member complained that he
missed how the scroll bar up and down
arrows used to be right next to each
other on his old Mac, but on his current
Mac were far apart at the top and bot-
tom of the scroll area, like in Windows.
It turns out this is configurable in the
Appearance page of System Prefer-
ences.

Server and Networking. The October
Server and Networking SIG was rained
out by the monsoon rains that nite. So
we couldn’t answer any random ac-
cess questions. And we couldn’t have
a program. In November, we’ll help with
the Resource Center cleanup and
beautifi-cafion program. Our next meet-
ing will be Thursday, November 8th at
7pm in the DACS Resource Center.

Do you have a burning computer
question, but can’t make it to the
meeting or just never seem to get
your hand up in time? Email your
inquiry to Jim Scheef, the answer
guy, at askdacs@ dacs. org, and
your question will be taken up at
Ask DACS at the next meeting.
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Commentary

DO YOU HAVE A number of older,
slower machines that are still too
good to throw away, but not pow-

erful enough to run anything modern or
useful? Does the idea of maintaining mul-
tiple computers with updates and patches,
which are becoming more and more rare
for older systems, not sound very appeal-
ing? Does knowing which
system has the file or files
you’ve been working on
all month, season or year,
drive you crazy? Do your
kids fight because they
want to use your up-to-
date (or least virus-laden)
system?

I have found a solution
for many of these issues
and, at September’s Linux
Special Interest Group
(SIG), was able to demon-
strate a taste of that solu-
tion; Linux Terminal Server
Project (LTSP)[1] - also
known as “thin client” computing.

According to Wikipedia: [2]
“A thin client (or a lean client) is a

network computer without a hard disk
drive, which, in client and server appli-
cations, is designed to be especially
small so that the bulk of the data pro-
cessing occurs on theserver.”and ”In
contrast, a thick or fat client does as
much processing as possible and
passes only data for communications
and storage to the server.”

I installed Edubuntu[3] because it
is made from Ubuntu[4] which is easy
to use, setup and maintain,  and
Edubuntu is designed specifically to
make setting it up as an LTSP server as
easy as can be. After an hour and just
over a dozen questions nicely docu-
mented on the Edubuntu website [3a], I
had the server up and running on my
Dell Optiplex GX 260 with 2.0 GHz
Pentium 4 and 512 MB Ram and a giga-
bit Network Interface Card (NIC). You
can set up an LTSP server with any
Linux distribution such as RedHat[5],
SuSE[6], Debian[7] or Ubuntu.

 Edubuntu recommends at least
256MB RAM plus 128MB per user as suf-
ficient to run office applications and a web
browser for the server. The thin client re-
quires a Pentium II with 48MB RAM and

A Fat Client Diet
by Drew Kwashnak

a 2MB display card, while a Pentium II/
300 with 64MB RAM and a 4MB display
card or better is recommended. Naturally,
the more CPU, RAM and bandwidth the
server has, the faster all the systems will
run, the more clients you can connect at
one time, and the smoother video play-

back and resource hogging applications
will run.

Edubuntu is a version of Ubuntu
Linux geared towards use for schools
in classrooms, office and/or computer
labs with a number of office applications
and edutainment programs pre-in-
stalled. Just about any application for
Windows or OS X has an equivalent
application available in Linux and it is
usually Free (free as in “free speech”
as well as “free beer”).

Some of the applications included are:
Firefox[8] browser, OpenOffice[9] office
suite, Evolution[10] e-mail and calendar
client (like Outlook), Dia[11] flowcharting,
Blender[12] 3D modeler, GIMP[13] image
editor (like Photoshop), Scribus[14] desk-
top publisher, Totem[15] video player,
Kino[16] digital video editor, and much
more. Keep in mind - all, except for Evolu-
tion, Totem and Kino, are available for
Microsoft Windows, too.

To get started once the operating sys-
tem and LTSP are installed, hook your com-
puters up to the network. Edubuntu and
other LTSP websites recommend a system
such as the illustration below.[17]

Getting the server ready to receive re-
quests requires booting the system up.
You don’t need to be logged into the com-
puter for it to be ready. During the instal-
lation, you are asked for a super-user name

and password. This account allows you
to make up additional logins for the server,
the users’ permissions, and modify the
server’s settings.

The thin client has to be set to boot to
network. Most newer systems and network
cards have built-in software that allows you
to boot from the network. If not, you can
create a floppy or CD which will allow the
system to boot from network. You will find
the option to boot from Network in the
computer’s BIOS under the Boot options.
In the Boot options, you usually have an
order in which you would boot (floppy,

CDROM, hard disk drive). Make
sure Netboot or the equivalent
comes before HDD (hard disk
drive) then Save & Exit.

Out of the three systems I
tried to use as thin clients, two
were easily successful. One of
these two even tried to boot
to the HDD first and when that
failed, it got to the Network op-
tion and automatically de-
tected and connected to the
server. My one failure was my
7 year old PIII 500Mhz Sony,
but that will be rectified with a
bootable CD or floppy.

When running in a client,
it feels as responsive as a fat

client, despite the fact the thin clients
are connected to the server through a
10/100Mbps ethernet adapter. I was also
impressed when I found that when I
connected my iPod Shuffle via USB to
the client, the Rhythmbox music player
opened up, which tells me it registered
the USB device being attached.

When this is all set up at home, I am
hoping to breathe new life into my
500Mhz system, allow the kids to both
get on the computer at the same time,
centralize our files, and leave me with
only one machine on which I have to
run security updates once in a while.
Additionally, I will only have one sys-
tem I need to backup and be able to
restore, not the 3 or 4 systems I would
have to backup if they are all fat cli-
ents.

To get updates on how things are go-
ing and what I’m learning about thin client
computing, come to the Linux SIG on the
third Wednesday of every month at the
DACS Resource Center. We are looking at
setting up a thin client environment, so at-
tendees won’t have to bring their own com-
puter, or people with laptops won’t have to
install it on their system if they can boot
their laptops onto the LTSP server.

For me, “thin is in”.

Fat Client, continued on page 15
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Ask DACS

October 2007
Jim Scheef, Moderator
Lisa Leifels, Reporter

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General
Meeting may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the ques-

tion for you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as
possible since we can’t probe during the session.

Q. I am using a new HP notebook com-
puter with Windows Vista. I have a
Motorola modem with a loud mo-
tor. I no longer hear an audible dial
tone and the slider control volume
has disappeared.

A. Go to Control Panel: Phone and
Modem options and make sure you
have the speaker enabled and, if you
have a volume slider, set it to the
highest setting.

You can also make sure that the
check box is checked to show the
volume control if you open up the
Control Panel: Sounds and Audio
Devices.

If this doesn’t fix the problem,
you may need to get an updated
driver for your modem and/or your
sound card.

Q. Sometimes when I send out an e-mail
one of the recipients doesn’t get it.
Why didn’t I receive a non-deliver-
able report?

A. Check to see if the e-mails are getting
caught in the spam filter of the
recipient who hasn’t received the
message. Find out if they have not
received other e-mails that have been
sent to them.

You should also verify that you
have the recipient’s correct e-mail
address. Some mail servers will
respond to an invalid e-mail
address with a non-deliverable
report (NDR); others will silently
discard the e-mail. The reason that
mail servers have stopped sending
NDRs is because spammers use the
NDRs as a way to harvest valid e-
mail addresses.

Q. Is it still possible to get a virus from
opening an e-mail, but not opening
the attachment?

A. Yes, a virus can be embedded into an
e-mail message. This is not possible
in a plain text message, but an HTML
message could contain a script

which executes a virus while a
person is reading the e-mail text.
Some email programs such as
Outlook 2003 will allow you to block
HTML mail.

Rich text can also be exploited
to send unauthorized messages, and
even plain text messages can contain
URLs that may take you to web sites
where scripts run and disseminate
viruses.

Make sure that your computer’s
operating system, e-mail and
browser software are all properly
patched against known security
risks.

It’s a good idea to turn off the
preview pane, which is the automatic
opening of e-mail. If you are using
Outlook Express, click on view,
layout and clear the check in preview
pane. You will have to double click
to open your e-mails but this will add
another layer of protection for you
to see the subject title before you
open the e-mail.

Q. I am using a third party firewall that
says to turn off the windows firewall.
How do I now if the third party
firewall is working?

A. Unfortunately, in today’s world anti-
virus and anti-spyware programs
alone don’t give you all of the
protection you need. If you are
using Windows XP or Windows
Vista you have a built in firewall
that is turned on by default. You
can verify that the Windows
firewall is turned on by going to
the Control Panel and select either
the Security Center or Security if
you are running Vista.

For most people, the Windows
firewall will be enough protection,
however there are a number of
third-party firewall programs
available that may offer more
robust protection. Before installing
a third-party personal firewall

software, be sure that the firewall
built into the Windows is turned
off. It’s a bad idea to have more
than one firewall running at the
same time.

One way you can check to see if
your firewall is working is by going
to a trustworthy website where you
can test your firewall such as the
Gibson Research Corporation at
GRC.com.

JIM SCHEEF is past president of DACS

Links for more
information:

[1] http://www.ltsp.org
[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Thin_client
[3] http://www.edubuntu.org
[3a] http://www.edubuntu.org/

GettingStarted
[4] http://www.ubuntu.com
[5] http://www.redhat.com
[6] http://www.novell.com/linux/
[7] http://www.debian.com
[8] http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
[9] http://www.OpenOffice.org
[10] http://www.gnome.org/projects/

evolution/
[11] http://www.gnome.org/projects/

dia/
[12] http://www.blender.org/
[13] http://www.gimp.org/
[14] http://www.scribus.net/
[15] http://www.gnome.org/projects/

totem/
[16] http://www.kinodv.org/
[17] http://www.edubuntu.org/

GettingStarted

DREW KWASHNAK has been active in the Linux
group since it started. Self-taught in
programming, he is a Visual basic Developer
for a mortgage agency. and is  also founder
of Connecticut Ubuntu Northeastern LoCo
Team.

Fat Client, Cont. from page 14

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS
DACS members may publish

noncommercial, computer-re-
lated classified ads in dacs.doc
at no charge.  Ads may be sent
by e-mail to Charlie Bovaird at
aam@mags. net, or hard-copy
may be submitted at our monthly
general meeting.
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net

Voice  forJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.
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One- to four-color printing
Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available

For All Your Printing, Graphics, and Copying Needs

3 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT  06810

(203)792-5045
Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).



Name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________

City _____________ State________ Zip _______

Company ________________________________

Tell Us About Yourself

Please take a moment to answer the following questions. Answer all that apply.

Hours a week you use computers _____  How did you learn about DACS? _______________________

Hardware: PC___   MAC___  desktop___  laptop___  palm___  other_______

OPSYS: Windows___  MAC___  LINUX___  other_________

Communications: Dialup___  HI-Speed____  WiFi____  LAN____   other_______

Applications: Office____  Financial____  other______

Digital: Music___  Photo___  CAM___  TV___  other______

Business: Corporate Employee___  private employee___  professional___  business owner___

Company Name ___________________________________________________________

DANBURY AREA
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc.
Individual Membership Application

Personal Information

Home Phone (       )_________________

Work Phone (        )_________________

Fax: (        )_______________________

E-Mail: _____________@___________

Billing Information

DACS basic membership plus newsletter - 1 year (  ) $45.00
DACS basic membership - 1 year  (  ) $30.00
DACS corporate membership - 1 year  (  ) $150

Each member will have access to the club tech support volunteers, newsletter online in
PDF form, able to receive club related news via email, attend SIGs, and participate in any
club-only related events, promotions, or activities.

Pay by cash, check or mail order, payable to:

 Charles Bovaird, Treasurer
 DACS, Inc
 4 Gregory Street
 Danbury, CT 06810-4430

Office use only: Paid ______________     Check # ______________      Membership # ____________

Or, go to www.dacs.org, and
click on JOIN DACS NOW



Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT

Enterprise Software Development

(also Access, Excel, and Delphi)
Desmond Nolan, Consulant

Advanced Business Continunity Systems, Inc.
(203) 984- 0787

DesNolan@OptOnline.Net
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