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President’s File

Patrick Libert
APCUG Liaison

plibert@dacs.org

Beginning fromBeginning fromBeginning fromBeginning fromBeginning from
the Endthe Endthe Endthe Endthe End

Last year, when I
wrote my inaugural col-
umn, it never surfaced in
my mind that I’d end up
serving a second term.
The experience has been
a roller-coaster. There

have been many challenges on many
fronts—more than I expected. On occasion
I’ve frustrated myself by not meeting a goal
that I thought was attainable. Overall, the
experiences have been a good learning ex-
perience even if I didn’t like the way the
lesson was going.

Probably the best area that required the
most stretching was from November to Feb-
ruary because it forced a shifting of gears.
My trip to Vegas in January for CES and
the APCUG annual conference was prob-
ably the best move I’ve made personally
and professionally (regarding technology)
in a long time. The knowledge obtained
from APCUG, as it pertains to DACS mem-
bers, was invaluable.

Comments Count!Comments Count!Comments Count!Comments Count!Comments Count!
Over the course of my first year, I ex-

pected to get some sort of emails from the
members. There have been few. As a re-
minder, please feel free to submit comments,
ideas, and suggestions to input@dacs.org
so DACS can better satisfy the needs and
concerns of the members.

Who Likes a Bargain?Who Likes a Bargain?Who Likes a Bargain?Who Likes a Bargain?Who Likes a Bargain?
Did you know that your DACS Member-

ship can pay for itself? Yes, it can. One of the

most valuable things learned at the APCUG
Conference this year was the fact that DACS
Members are entitled to some preferential
pricing with some vendors through alliances
they are willing to extend directly to com-
puter and technology user groups.

What we need now is a natural deal-
sleuth that can establish these alliances
and keep our members updated with the
information they need to take advantage
of these discounts. The membership
would be extremely grateful to the person
who can turn this into something out-
standing for everyone!

It’It’It’It’It’s a Grs a Grs a Grs a Grs a Group Efoup Efoup Efoup Efoup Effffffororororor ttttt
We realize that not everyone can (or

wants) to be a SIG Leader, Webmaster,
Newsletter Editor, Newsletter Contributor,
Board Member, or Officer. And that’s
fine—nobody is obligated to volunteer for
those roles. For many people, that’s more
involved than they ever wish to be. Again,
that’s perfectly fine.

This is where you, the member come
in. While DACS doesn’t require members
to attend General Meetings or SIGs, we
should all want to show support for our-
selves by being there if at all possible.
Remember that the General Meeting is
where our strength in numbers should
show best.

At the February meeting I talked briefly
about vendor expectations when compa-
nies consider sending representatives or
merchandise to user groups. For the ben-
efit of those who weren’t present, the gist
of the discussion was that vendors are
looking for a “Return On Investment”. To
them, it takes real time and resources that
they have to justify.

Again, this is where strength in num-
bers can have a very direct and positive
affect for everyone. Remember to invite
friends, neighbors, and coworkers to the
April meeting who may be interested in
learning how to keep their computers safe
from malicious software.

Beyond that, I’d like to hear some ideas
send to input@dacs.org on how to boost
attendance in some creative and new ways.
One suggestion has been that there are
companies willing to do ‘virtual’ meetings
which could allow people to attend through
a live web connection. Is there interest in
this? Another idea was carpooling. Is there
anyone who would be interested?

Signing out…Signing out…Signing out…Signing out…Signing out…
I’ll be looking forward to your comments
and plan to see you at the April Meeting!

—Rob Limbaugh
rlimbaugh@dacs.org
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PRESIDENT: Rob Limbaugh (203) 648-9176 relimbaugh@dacs.org
VICE PRESIDENTS:  Chris Novell, Sean Henderson

SECRETARY: Annette van Ommeren  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgramProgramProgramProgram NameNameNameNameName Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #Phone  #
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)

ASP.Net Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)

C#, VB Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)

Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)

Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)

Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)

PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna van Ommeren (914) 232-0149 (   e)

SAS Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)

Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)

SQL Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)

SQL Server, MySQL-5 Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

Malware Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )

VB.Net, Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Annette van Ommeren (914) 232-0149 avanommeren@dacs.org
Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 rcorzo@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 gallichotte@dacs.org
Sean Henderson (203) 837-7068 shenderson@dacs.org
John Lansdale (914) 533-2002 lanzdale@yahoo.com
Patrick Libert (860) 567-9586 plibert@dacs.org,
Rob Limbaugh (203) 648-9176 relimbaugh@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 jscheef@yahoo.com
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@yahoo.com

Committees

NEWSLETTER: Patrick Libert: dacseditor@dacs.org, (860) 567-9586
PROGRAM: Chris Novell (VPprograms@dacs.org)

WEB MASTER: Richard Corzo (webmaster@dacs.org), (203)797-1518
Annette van Ommeren (webmaster@dacs.org), (914)232-0149

MARKETING AND PR: Sean Henderson (pr@dacs.org)
APCUG LIAISON: Patrick Libert (plibert@dacs.org)

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330 • WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

Directors’ Notes

DIRECTORS NOTES, Cont. on page 4

A regular meeting of your Board of Di-
rectors was held at the Resource Cen-

ter on Monday, March 10, 2008, at 7:00
p.m. Directors in attendance included
Howard Berger, Charles Bovaird, Anna
Collens, Richard Corzo, John Gallichotte,
Sean Henderson, John Lansdale, Rob
Limbaugh and Jeff Setaro. Also present
were Lisa Leifels and Chris Novell. Presi-
dent Rob Limbaugh presided and Secre-
tary Lisa Leifels kept the record. Min-
utes of the last meeting held on Febru-
ary 11, 2008, were presented and ap-
proved.

Treasurer Charles Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $6,991.64, consist-
ing of total bank and postal accounts in
the amount of $6,966.08 plus postage on
hand of $25.56. Subtracting a liability of
prepaid dues in the amount of $1,990.00
left a net equity of $5,001.64. He also re-
ported that the current membership is at
256, 94 of which are electronic.

Jeff Setaro will be the featured
speaker in April to discuss ‘Secure Com-
puting in the Internet Age’. Network
Support Solutions will present the remote
desktop at the General Meeting in May.
Provided that a speaker is available,
HDTV/DVD/Home Theater will be the
topic for June and digital photography
is scheduled for July.

Rob reviewed a PowerPoint presen-
tation which summarized the attendance
at the General Meetings along with the
financial data over the past decade in a
number of different graphs. He also out-
lined the top twenty topics that were at-
tended overall and for both members and
visitors. He noted that the actual atten-
dance is likely to be higher, since not
everyone signs in or registers at each
meeting. Looking back to see what
proved successful in the past for DACS
may also work in the future.

Rob suggested the idea of finding
someone to fill a membership services
role to help highlight the benefits of be-
ing a member of DACS. It may also be
useful to create a new membership pack-
age to be handed out to all new mem-
bers. Another possibility for the future
would be to create membership cards.

As for the election of officers, John
Lansdale nominated Rob Limbaugh for
President, and with a show of hands the
board voted and elected him to a second
term. Anna Collens offered to be the new
Secretary and Charles Bovaird stated
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Meeting Review

IT Strategies for Non-profits
By Chris Novell

DIRECTORS NOTES, Cont. from page 3

THE MARCH PROGRAM was pre-
sented by Flo Ferrara, IT Director at
Bridges, a non-profit mental health

agency, in Milford, Connecticut.
Flo identified six key considerations for

developing a sound ap-
proach to IT planning for
non-profit organizations.
Some of the points made
were those of having a sen-
sibility in approach, which
could be applied to other
venues. In a similar fashion,
some of the points made by
Flo about IT for non-profits
could be suitably applied to
other organization types.

Included in the list were
a technology plan, stan-
dardization, disaster recovery, security, re-
porting requirements, and budget.

Conceptually, putting it in an experience
context that most anyone could identify with,
Flo commented that computers are similar
to lightbulbs, in that they can break at any
time, without the least bit of warning

In regard to the technology plan, Flo
said not to forget to include the adminis-
trative staff . Flo observed that while they
might not understand the technology,
they do know what is needed to make the
organization hum. Likewise, include the
technophobe population. Do you know
anyone who drives a car that admits to
having little sense of direction? There are
people who use computers without hav-
ing a close relationship with them as well.

Standardizing the hardware and soft-
ware as much as possible is helpful to the
non-profit.

For backup, there are several options
to select from, with considerations such
as reliability, convenience, degree of
granularity, timing of recovery, and related
costs for same. Be sure to review the qual-
ity of the results. Make sure that what you
thought was being backed up is actually
being backed up.

Security includes limits to server and
desktop access, network log-on, firewall
configuration, antivirus, and spam filtering.
Reporting requirements for the specific type
of non-profit need to be met, according to
state and/or federal specifications the orga-
nization may have to meet.

Budgeting requires thoughtful disci-
pline. It may be tempting for a non-profit,

on a decidedly less robust budget than a
corporate counterpart, to go for low hang-
ing fruit, to accept or even pursue dona-
tions, but hand-me-down hardware and
software are likely to be more costly in the

long run. These items are
often hard to support and
have no warranties. Hav-
ing made that observation,
Flo also noted that a more
careful evaluation of “pre-
owned” items may yield
some worthwhile re-
sources. Just as it would
be better to pause before
dismissing from consider-
ation all second hand cars,
houses, and (pick one more
of your own here), there

may be some good values among the dis-
inherited IT ware. Corporations may shed
themselves of relatively young equipment.

While most inclinations would lean in
the direction of economizing, Flo pointed
out that training is an area that tends to
get clamped too closely. Going the extra
mile can pay off, too. Flo recounted a di-
lemma of needing to solve two seemingly
conflicting goals. By looking into air con-
ditioning options herself, Flo was able to
come up with a solution that both gave
the computer equipment the needed Arc-
tic bent temperature without casting the
cool towards some chill challenged occu-
pants of a nearby section of the office.
The solution, by the way, was found at
the local box store.

Perhaps the most interesting point
made was to ask, ask, ask until you under-
stand. While Flo was advocating this ap-
proach for gaining understanding about
computing concepts, one can readily ap-
preciate that having this steadfast postur-
ing could be beneficial in any number of
pursuits.

Thanks to Flo for a very informative
presentation!

Here are some websites that may be
helpful:
http://techsoup.org/
http://www.cdwg.com/
http://www.osalt.com/
http://www.att.com/gen/corporate-
citizenship?pid=7736

CHRIS NOVELL is DACS Vice President,
Program Director, and an avid Web crawler.

that he will continue to be the Treasurer.
The new officers are elected for the
term of one year, until their successor
is duly elected.

Due to a lack of time, the Vice Presi-
dent of Programs and Vice President of
public Relations officer positions will be
voted on at the April board meeting.

—Lisa Leifels

Our 2008 General Meeting
Schedule is changed for the

first half of 2008.
Our General Meetings will

be held on the
FIRST MONDAY

of January through June
2008.

The ‘FIRST TUESDAY’
schedule will resume

July 2008.

REMINDER!

General MeetingGeneral MeetingGeneral MeetingGeneral MeetingGeneral Meeting
PrizPrizPrizPrizPrize e e e e WWWWWinnerinnerinnerinnerinnersssss

February 2008:
iPod Shuffle:

      Lori Haisley

Logitech Cordless Desktop
       S 530 Laser for Mac:
        Richard Castonguay

$15 iTunes Gift cards:
     Bill Freelund, Isabel Domber

Apple Pen Set
      Chris Novell

Apple T-Shirt:
      Jim Scheef”

March 2008

Microsoft Office 2007:
       Kick Kranz -

Microsoft Expression Web:
    Juri Tolmoff

Microsoft LifeCamNX-6000:
       Marc Cohen
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Your computer has beeninfected by a fatal virus.Go to www.payup.com todownload a fix. We takePaypal for all transactions

Meeting Preview

Secure Computing in the Internet Age
By Chris Novell
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WE ARE DELIGHTED to welcome
Jeff Setaro, former DACS Presi-
dent, as the presenter to our

April 2008 meeting. Jeff is our in-house
guru on computer security.

This topic calls for some perspective.
There was a time

when a car was a prized
possession. Any num-
ber of Saturdays
would have a couple
hours allocated to the
upkeep of a vehicle: a
vacuum, a wash, a mo-
ment to study its re-
newed shiny surface.
To be sure, there still
are some who partici-
pate in this type of
ritual, but more have
opted for the occa-
sional splash and dash routine, preferably
performed by a small jungle of thrashing
rubber reeds.

In general, it seems most people have
taken to selecting the quickest way to get
things done, if for no other reason than
that there are so many things to get done.
Detailed, time consuming activities are
happening less and less. Low or no main-
tenance is the mode.

Turn the TV on. It works. Finished
watching? Click again. The most amount
of maintenance required is a weekly dust-
ing. VCR’s – same situation. DVD play-
ers? Just turn the dust mitt over to use the
other side. While it’s true that dusting IS
part of the maintenance for a computer, it is
only the beginning of what is needed. Some-
how, people are thinking, or at least hoping,
that computers require the same amount of
effort as some of the other electronic de-
vices they use. But, it’s just not so.

We can find out a lot more about what
is needed from Jeff Setaro, one of our out-
standing in-house resources. Jeff spends
many of his days tending to computers to
keep them from facing the formidable prob-
lems that could arise.

If anything, the more you want to use
your computer, the more places you want
to go online, the more vigilant you need
to be in its care. Yet, according to polls
taken by PEW Internet &American Life
Project, people are becoming more com-
placent about spam, despite its escalat-
ing proliferation. And the invasion is com-

ing from different entry points: instant
messaging and mobile phones can be the
target as well. Attachments to emails that
appear to come from people we know may,
in fact, deliver malware.

Jeff has prepared a comprehensive list
of slides which you
can download on the
DACS website, review,
and bring to the meet-
ing. He will explain
what the concerns are
about viruses, Trojan
horses, worms,
spyware, rootkits,
phishing, and hoaxes,
and what steps can be
taken to avoid having
them wreak havoc. Find
out how some of these
have teamed up to

make even more insidious and imposing
moves.

Anyone who uses a computer can
benefit from attending this meeting. Tell
your friends and neighbors. And your rela-
tives. And your distant relatives. Bring
them all with you so that they, too, can
know how to protect their computers and
their personal information. This meeting
may be the nicest gift they ever get from
you.

DACS meetings are held at the
Danbury Hospital auditorium. Activities
begin at 6:30 p.m. with registration and

casual networking. The meeting starts at
7:00 p.m. with a discussion of what’s new
in technology (What’s News) followed by
a general question and answer period
(Ask DACS), announcements and a short
break. The featured evening presentation
begins at 8:00.

As a reminder, our General Meetings
are free and open to the public so invite
anyone you know who would be inter-
ested in this topic.

CHRIS NOVELL is DACS Vice President,
Program Director, and an avid Web crawler.
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Programming Challenge

THIS IS THE FOURTH in a series of articles addressing
the programming methods used to solve this problem.
Although this problem was posed to members of the
Danbury Area Computer Society, Inc., non-DACS mem-

bers can express their interest by emailing to mathsig@dacs.org.
The following articles are available on the internet.

A key objective of this article is to introduce the power of the
APL language in solving mathematical problems.

http://dacs.org/archive/0711/index.htm  – page 7  Spiral
Matrix Problem definition and challenge

http://dacs.org/archive/0802/index.htm  – pages 12-13
solutions using spreadsheet and Robotbasic

http://dacs.org/archive/0803/index.htm  – pages 10-11 solu-
tions using APL, algebra, and C++

The following solution is using the APL (A Programming Lan-
guage).  It involves a mathematical process called polynomial re-
gression to determining the polynomial factors for the algebraic
solution to the problem.  This APL program uses a “matrix division”
function to perform the polynomial regression. Polynomial regres-
sion is a special application of linear regression.

The algebraic solution in the third article identified a third
degree polynomial that suggested using polynomial regression
to solve the spiral matrix problem.

A type (3) method – Matrix algebra solution by Charles Bovaird
mathsig@dacs.org using A Programming Language (APL).

In Algebra the C code  [2*n*(8*n*n + 15*n +13)/3]  can also be
expressed as [(16n3+30n2+26n)/3] or [1x0+ 8 2/3   x1 + 10 x2 + 5 1/3  x3]
in third degree polynomial form.

The general formula for a third-degree polynomial is:

f(x)=A
0
 x0+ A

1
 x1 + A

2
 x2 + A

3
 x3  + ……..

Once we have recognized we are dealing with a polyno-
mial we can use polynomial regression to determine the poly-
nomial factors.

In this illustration the “quad divide” (  ) operator in the
APL programming language will be used to get the least
squares approximations (in this case – exact for integer num-
bers) for a third degree polynomial.

The APL programming language facilitated matrix opera-
tors in its first release, about 1966 [http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/APL_%28programming_ language%29]. Matrix opera-
tors were introduced into other popular programming lan-
guages at a later date, as the cost of computer use decreased
and mathematical computing techniques became more practi-
cal for engineering and management science techniques.

The solutions in the table below using the APL language re-
quire manually working out the matrix to six rows. The input vectors
(X and Y) are derived from the first six rows illustrated here from the
worksheet below taken from the FEB. 2008 DACSDOC.

The APL function POLYFIT1 below used column A and G of
the spreadsheet without the values in row 1. The value 1 is ac-
counted for in statement [ 5 ]. The regression is performed in
statement [ 4 ] and put into variable C which match the “A”
values in the general formula.

f(x)=A
0
 x0+ A

1
 x1 + A

2
 x2 + A

3
 x3  + ……..

Statement [ 5 ] raises 501 to the powers 0 1 2 3 , multiplies the
result by the values in C and sums the values adding 1 for the
missing center cell to get the result 66171001 in variable “E”. (See
notes for reading APL code).

SUM OF THE DIAGONALS IN A SPIRAL MATRIX
PROGRAMMING SOLUTIONS

By Charles Bovaird

      ∇POLYFIT1[⎕]∇ 
[0]   POLYFIT1 
[1]   X←2 3 4 5 6 
[2]   Y←24 100 260 536 960 
[3]   DEG←3 
[4]   C←Y⌹X∘.*0,ΙDEG 
[5]   E←+/1,D←C×501*0 1 2 3 
       POLYFIT1 
      X 
2 3 4 5 6 
      Y 
24 100 260 536 960 
      C 
¯4 4.666666667 ¯6 5.333333333 
      D 
¯4 2338 ¯1506006 670674672 
      E 
669171001 

..

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  
R o w  

c o u n t  
o d d  
n o .  

S e q .  

t o p  
r ig h t  
a x is  

v a lu e  

t o p  
le f t  

a x is  
v a lu e  

b o t t o m  
le f t  

a x is  
v a lu e  

b o t to m  
r ig h t  
a x is  

v a lu e  

s u m  o f  
c o r n e r s  

c u m  s u m  
e a c h  s iz e  

s q u a r e  
 

        
        

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  
1  1  1     1  1  
2  3  9  7  5  3  2 4  2 5  
3  5  2 5  2 1  1 7  1 3  7 6  1 0 1  
4  7  4 9  4 3  3 7  3 1  1 6 0  2 6 1  
5  9  8 1  7 3  6 5  5 7  2 7 6  5 3 7  
6  1 1  1 2 1  1 1 1  1 0 1  9 1  4 2 4  9 6 1  
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[0]   POLYFIT3 
[1]   X←3 5 7 9 11 
[2]   Y←25 101 261 537 961 
[3]   DEG←3 
[4]   C←Y⌹X∘.*0,ΙDEG 
[5]   E←+/D←C×1001*0 1 2 3 
       POLYFIT3 
      X 
3 5 7 9 11 
      Y 
25 101 261 537 961 
      C 
¯1.5 1.333333333 0.5 0.6666666667 
      D 
¯1.5 1334.666667 501000.5 668668667.3 
      E 
669171001 

The following APL function POLYFIT3 below used column B and H from the (above)
spreadsheet without the values in row 1.

The regression is performed in statement [ 4 ] and put into variable C which match
the “A” values in the general formula.

f(x)=A0 x0+ A1 x1 + A2 x2 + A3 x3  + ……..

Statement [ 5 ] raises 1001 to the powers 0 1 2 3, multiplies the result by the values in
C, and sums the values to get the result 66171001 in variable "E."

Do you have a burning computer
question, but can’t make it to the
meeting or just never seem to get
your hand up in time? Email your
inquiry to Jim Scheef, the answer
guy, at askdacs@dacs. org, and
your question will be taken up at
Ask DACS at the next meeting.

Be Informed
by E-mail

Members who wish
to receive DACS email
messages who have not
received an email notice
for the General Meeting
should send a request to
be put on the DACS
email list to: treasurer
@dacs.org.

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS

DACS members may
publish noncommercial,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge.  Ads may be sent
by e-mail to Charlie
Bovaird at aam@mags.
net, or hard-copy may be
submitted at our monthly
general meeting.

Notes: 
(1) Ref: mutiple linear regression : ref:  
              http://statmaster.sdu.dk/courses/st111/module03/index.html 
 
(2) Other search arguments: [polynomial regression],[nonlinear regression],  

[regression in Excel], or [multi-dimensional algebra]. 
 
 
(3) Ref:  APL : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL_%28programming_language%29 
 
(4) Reading APL code 

(5) Line statements are read (parsed) from right to left. 
(6) Shapes of variables are scalar, vectors (strings), and matrix 
(7) Values in variables are null, numbers, character 
(8) Operators 

(9) = is for comparison, ← means “specifies” or “goes into” 
(10) +/ means “sum up” 
(11) × means “multiply” 
(12) ∘.* means “matrix multiply” 
(13) ⌹ means “matrix divide” 
(14) 0,ΙDEG “gets” 0 1 2 3 

 
Charles Bovaird  (mathsig@dacs.org) 
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Special Interest Groups SIG NOTES: April 2008

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application develop-
ment using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript and
SQL Server programming tools. Starts with Random Access,
followed by a programming discussion with examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer cfizer@snet.net.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: April 2

Digital Imaging. Digital cameras, retouching and printing.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 graffic@bigfoot.com.
Meets last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  April 30

Jobs. Networking and  jobs search
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the Linux
operating system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: John Lansdale 914-533-2002
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: April 16

Macintosh. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo macsig@dacs.org.
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: April 3

Open Source Web Programming. Focuses on open source
tools for Windows and Linux.
Contact: John Lansdale, 914-533-2002.
Meets  3rd Monday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: April 21.

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys main-
tenance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 aam@mags.net.
Meets on 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: April 24

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.

Contact: Jim Scheef jscheef@telemarksys.com
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: May 8.

Tech Projects. This SIG Will work on DACS "Online Community
projects as well as other areas from practical application solu-
tions, to brainstorming and to tweeking Commercial products. All
skill levels and backgrounds are welcome. The goal is to mix,
match and customize technology to fit our needs.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m. at the DACS resource center.
Contact: Rob Limbaugh at (203)648-9176, relimbaugh@dacs.org
Next meeting: May 14.

VB.Net, Visual Basic-6. Focuses on Smart Client Windows appli-
cation development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL Server
programming tools. Starts with a random accss session , fol-
lowed by Object Oriented discussions and programming with
examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 cfizer@snet.net or Greg
Austin, 845 494-5095 greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center,
preceeded 1 hour with a shared cost pizza snack.
Next Meeting: April 2.

Virtual Computing. This SIG  will explore virtual computing
technologies and how to leverage them as additional system
resources.  Our main focus will be on the free VMWare prod-
ucts, but we will also look at other technologies and tools.
Meets 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center
Contact: Rob Limbaugh relimbaugh@dacs.org, 203 648-9176
Next Meeting: April 22.

Web Design. Applications for designing and creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna van Ommeren avanommeren@dacs.org.
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center. Next
Meeting: April 15.

Windows. This SIG will discuss ways to get the most out of
your system and applications, how to do new things, ans other
options in terms of hardware and softwareto help male life
easier. All skill levels are welcomed and encouraged to
attend
Contact: Rob Limbaugh relimbaugh@dacs.org, (203 )648-9176
Next Meeting: April 17.

SIG NEWS,Continued on page 10

SIG News & Events

ASP.Net and VB.Net, We began our
ASP.NET session with an illustration of
a login screen to provide secure access
to a Web site. Claude explained devel-
opment of a login screen to access a
display of data from Northwind data-
base. This exercise showed a local De-
velopment System in action to simplify
construction away from IIS. If a devel-
oper wishes, a deployment to IIS is pos-
sible. Greg then expanded this discus-
sion to display several Web applications
he had developed in which a login fea-

ture was included. He further varied his
illustrations using a presentation tool
from Infragistics to relieve a developer
from the labor of extensive Java scripts
to achieve display characteristics.

When asked for explanation of an
interface structure in C#, Greg showed
us how he had used an interface, Iform,
to set a type used to build a form imple-
mented in various ways to manage over-
time distribution and other matters of
personnel management. He later ex-
plained the concept ‘interface’ in object

oriented programming. For his ex-
ample, he took the concept ‘car’ with
features of tires and a steering wheel
redundant in all cars. With this type de-
fined, derivation of classes such as Ford
and Dodge allow divergent implemen-
tations to retain with inheritance from
an interface “Icar” those features of tires
and steering wheel to avoid repeated
development of them for each instance
of the type.

In these examples, we see a pro-
gramming language in service to a skill-
ful developer where language is in ac-
tion as a conceptual resource. When a
redundancy of structure is seen in an
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“aha! moment,” a type can be defined as an interface from
which well-conceived derivations can integrate and facili-
tate the development process.

Microsoft Visual Studio 2008 is a decided improve-
ment over the prior version for 2005 and Chuck launched
a set of illustrations of its capabilities in action. Claude
provided an exercise in formatting telephone numbers
as an application to give a context to these illustrations of
Microsoft’s current development tool.

Each nation on our planet has a numbering plan for
the format of telephone numbers. To speak of format is to
speak of the length of a string of digits and grouping of
them into significant sequences to denote the Country
Code, Area Code and Subscriber Number of each instru-
ment in service in telephone networks worldwide. For the
C# programming language the method String.Format can
provide a core capability in this application of information
management.
Chuck brought to light several features of this new Inte-
grated Development Environment (IDE) offered in MS Vi-
sual Studio 2008. One of its major new capabilities is to
provide Intellisense to guide coding of Java script for a
program. In the placement of elements in a program, files
may be in more than one location the development ma-
chine. Many bugs in the prior IDE have been eliminated.
There are sophisticated capabilities to interact with data-
bases in building a program. A view state in a client
browser can be brought under control.

These many features were well illustrated in a devel-
opment process extending capabilities in the application
in hand. We entertained many discussions of features as
attendees progressed into the evening. Clearly MS Vi-
sual Studio 2008 is the IDE of choice for a serious devel-
oper.

Linux. We’ll have a laptop, a handy-cam, firewire, and we
won’t be afraid to use it at April’s Linux SIG meeting when
we go over Digital Video (DV) Editing in Linux.
We’ll delve into capturing, editing and saving home video
just enough to get ourselves in trouble, and explore the
capabilities of the open source applications Kino and the
newer KDEnlive in Linux.

Participants are encouraged to bring along personal
video clips to include in the mix, on CDs, USB or links to
somewhere we can download. Please only bring what
you are willing to share with the group and possibly have
available for members to download after the meeting.
Look forward to seeing everybody there, and say:
“Cheese!”

Macintosh. In the March meeting, we intended to work
with iMovie HD, which is the previous version of iMovie. It
came with iLife ’06 but can also be downloaded by pur-
chasers of iLife ’08, which includes the latest iMovie 7, as
some people seemed to miss some features from the
previous version, and owners of G4-based Macs can’t
install the new iMovie although they meet the require-
ments of the rest of the iLife ’08 suite.

Our first detour was a question on handling photos
from one member’s new digital camera. We discussed
using iPhoto versus the software that comes with the cam-
era. The new iPhoto 7, like previous versions, allows you
to edit the title, which initially defaults to the file name, as
well as add a description. Another member mentioned

that, in his experience with previous versions, renaming
the photo in the file system would break the link or alias
from iPhoto to the actual file. This is still true in the new
iPhoto, but iPhoto attempts to prevent users from directly
accessing the photos in the file system by making the
entire iPhoto Library a package in the Pictures folder.

On a Mac, packages are folders that don’t open with
the usual double click on the icon in the Finder. You can,
however, control-click (or right click with a second mouse
button) and select “Show Package Contents” from the
context menu if you want to see what’s inside the pack-
age. Another way to get at the actual photo file from iPhoto
is to control-click the photo and select Show File. We
tried renaming a photo in iPhoto and found that it did not
rename the underlying file, but rather the title information
which is kept separately in iPhoto. We also noted that
when we edited the photo by cropping it, the edited file
got saved in a folder named “Modified” inside the iPhoto
Library package, whereas the original photos are kept in
a folder named “Original.”
A second interesting detour occurred as we tried to im-
port some photos and some video from the CVS one-
time-use camcorder that Rob Limbaugh used on his trip
to Las Vegas. The video clips didn’t render in iMovie. I
tried opening one of the clips in QuickTime and got
prompted to download a codec that wasn’t already built
in. This will bring you to a QuickTime Web page with a list
of codecs to download, but how do you know which one
you need? With the file open in QuickTime you use com-
mand-I to show the Movie Inspector. The Format informa-
tion shows the audio and then video format or codec used
in the file. We found that we needed to download the Xvid
codec.

Finally, after restarting iMovie HD, we were able to
import some photos, the now pre-viewable videos, and
an MP3 song for a soundtrack. We ran out of time, so at
the next meeting, we will finish our movie.

Server. At the March meeting we took two Linksys
WRT54G wireless routers with DD-WRT firmware and
configured them to act as a wireless bridge. This uses a
feature enabled by DD-WRT called Wireless Distribution
System (WDS). We ran out of time and had problems
mainly because I didn’t have my glasses. I will be travel-
ing next month so the April meeting is canceled. The next
Server and Networking SIG meeting will be Thursday, May
8 and 7 p.m. in the DACS Resource Center. A meeting
topic will be announced in April.

Tech Projects. We’ve decided to explore Drupal with
CiviCRM and additional plug-ins as a possible solution
for the DACS online community. Our test deployment is
built on a virtual machine in our DACS Resource Center.
The goal is to know what we will need to request of our
ISP to accommodate the site and it’s data.

After that discussion, we took a look at a disposable
digital camcorder that I modified to be reusable. The
camcorder is made by Pure Digital and sold through CVS
as a “one time use” device. The cams are about $30 and
hold 20 minutes of color video. When they are full, you are
supposed to return them to CVS so they can ‘develop’ a
CD/DVD with video on it. The intent is to get you to buy
another camera and repeat the process. Thanks to the
ingenuity of many folks, I found instructions that let me
reuse the same camera over and over.

SIG NEWS, Continued from page 8
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My cam is modified to use a standard USB cable or a
modified Palm III cradle to download the data. More infor-
mation on how to do these mods yourself can be found
from the following sites:

http://blog.makezine.com/archive/2005/08 cvs_
camcorder \_ u.html
http://www.i-hacked.com/content/view/182/94/
http://www.maushammer.com/systems/cvscamcorder/

It was noted that Pure Digital has since created a
commercial version of the camera with different memory
options, better resolution, and a built-in ‘flip’ USB con-
nection. The cheapest one comes in around $80 and is
available at retailers like Costco and Wal-Mart. To see
options, check out: http://www.theflip.com

The great thing about these cams is that they take
two AA batteries and the camera is about the size of a
pack of cigarettes—making it extremely portable. When I
modified my cam, the ‘Flip’ wasn’t on the market. Now
that it is, my suggestion is that anyone looking for a cheap
and simple cam to carry in a shirt pocket or let kids use,
this might be of interest.
For those electronically inclined who value the experience
of modding something, then I suggest the ‘CVS’ version.
The camera electronics all fit on one board, so it would be
easy to add this to a remote controlled device to take up to
20 minutes of video.

There will not be a meeting in April. All skill levels are
welcome to join us for our May meeting. Ideas, sugges-
tions, and sharing of other projects are encouraged!

Virtual Computing. In our February meeting, we talked
about some advanced configuration of the virtual environ-
ment and reasons for doing so. Our focus was primarily
on virtual networks within the virtual host environment.
The virtual host can emulate different types of network
switch connections. By default, VMware sets up a ‘Bridged’
network, a “NAT’ network, and a ‘Host Only’ network. By
leveraging the different topology types, some complex net-
works can all be built ‘virtually’.

A ‘Bridged’ network connects a virtual machine to the
same network segment as the host computer that is con-
nected to. For illustrative purposes, think of this as just allow-
ing another laptop or desktop computer access to your home
network. ‘Bridging’ works across whatever adapter the host
is using to connect to the physical network. If the host com-
puter happens to be a laptop and it is running a Linux virtual
machine, then the Linux virtual machine will think it has a
standard hard-wired network card even though the ‘Bridge’ is
built on a wireless adapter.

The virtual ‘NAT’ network behaves just like a Linksys
or D-Link broadband router many of us use at home. One
major difference is that the virtual ‘NAT’ uses the network
card of the host system to connect to the physical LAN, but
only virtual machines can plug into the virtual ‘NAT’.

Our third type, ‘Host Only’, is a virtual network that is
isolated but allows the virtual machines to access the
host system. From the host system point of view, this is
like having two network cards installed on the host. One
card connects to the rest of the physical network, the other
connects to a virtual switch that other virtual computers
can connect to.

We demonstrated and discussed that depending on
the hardware configuration of the host system, it is pos-
sible to create very complex physical and virtual networks

all within one physical system that allow one to explore
enterprise networking layouts. For example, one could
operate production, test, and DMZ networks with clients
(virtual and real). These configuration options make it
possible to use a virtual firewall appliance that can pro-
vide more robust security features than a small home
firewall and/or router device.

For more information, see:
 http://nst.sourceforge.net/nst/docs/faq/ch13s10
 .html
 http://wiki.untangle.com/index.php/Untangle_
 Virtual_Appliance_on_VMware

At press time, information for the March and April
meetings was unavailable. All skill levels are welcome
to join us for our April 22nd meeting.

Windows. February’s meeting was left very open-ended.
One of our members happened to bring in their new
laptop that has Windows Vista installed. Much of the
meeting was spent answering general questions, such
as how to make the ‘power off’ icon from the Windows
Vista Start menu actually power off the machine instead
of going into the default ‘sleep’ state.

An area on which we spent much discussion was in
regard to configuring automatic updates. The laptop hap-
pened to have an ATI video adapter for which Vista listed
a Windows Update for. A couple of us had problems with
different ATI cards on different machines when we in-
stalled the Windows suggested driver updates. The sig-
nificant suggestions given were:

Set automatic updates to prompt for notification of
new updates and prompt for installation

Don’t just rush to install updates on ‘Patch Tues-
day’, which is the second Tuesday of the month when
Microsoft releases new patches and updates. The con-
sensus was to wait a few days but not much more than
a week and then apply the updates. The reason for this
is that sometimes updates don’t work right and this al-
lows Microsoft to respond and reissue the update(s) if
anyone complains of a problem the patch created.

Always go through the list of updates so you know
what is being installed. If the update description is too
vague, take the time to look it up.
Updates marked ‘High Priority’ or ‘Critical’ most likely fix
bugs and/or security issues. These should certainly be
applied as soon as possible.

Hardware updates may cause more problems then
they solve. It was suggested that if the driver is for an
important device such as a network card, hard drive, or
video card, then it is best to install them one at a time.
Check the manufacturer site to see if they prefer you
install an update from them rather than Microsoft.

Software updates marked ‘Optional’ or ‘Recom-
mended’ may not be needed at all. Read the information
carefully and evaluate if it applies to you or if it is some-
thing you want or need.

Lastly, we made cursory mention of the ‘Open Source
Alternatives’ website, http://www.osalt.com. This site lists vari-
ous commercial applications and their ‘Open Source’ coun-
terparts. Be aware that ‘Open Source’ means the code for an
application is freely published and distributed but that DOES
NOT mean the software itself is free. This site lists applica-
tions for Windows, Mac, and Linux.

All skill levels are welcome to join us for our April 17 meeting.
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Commentary

Errata Inspired by
WWWWWednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday’y’y’y’y’s DotNet SIGs DotNet SIGs DotNet SIGs DotNet SIGs DotNet SIG

by John Lansdale

CHUCK’S DOTNET SIG WAS especially fun this month.
We studied (played with) Microsoft’s new Visual Stu-
dio 2008. During the meeting, several side topics came
up which interested me enough to do some homework

on the side.
Does Microsoft’s

Flash-alike Silverlight
work in all modern brows-
ers and platforms? I
found it works in Firefox
but not any browser
running on Linux. You
get the Silverlight “plug-
in” at http://www. micro
soft.com/silverlight/ but
the download is for
Microsoft only. (I didn’t
try the Mac). Looks like
most of the world, in-
cluding the billion kids
in the $100 laptop move-
ment, will be left out. I
think that as nice as
Silverlight might be, I
wouldn’t use it in any long lasting applications just yet.

While looking at Visual Studio 2008 Professional Edition
that Chuck brought, we had observed it came with SQL Server
2005 Express but without any of the management tools (For
you PHP/MySQL developers, this is windows' sophisticated
equivalent of phpmyadmin). We didn’t have time in the meet-
ing to look, but you can get this free. It’s: Microsoft SQL
Server 2005 Express Edition with Advanced Services (http://
msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/express/bb410792.aspx), which
Includes SQL Server Management Studio Express. (You can
get very functional Express editions of VS 2008 too).

While looking for the SQL Server sample database Ad-
venture works, Chuck showed us another very good web
site, www.codeplex.com which is Microsoft’s effort to com-
pete with SourceForge.net. There’s a lot of cool, free stuff
there, including my favorite type of application, Content
Management Systems. There was some code for linking Flight
Simulator X to Google Earth too. That’s got to be fun. I bet
you could simulate crashing a plane into your own house.

We spent a little time looking at the hidden field in Asp.net
web pages called view state. It’s the way Microsoft preserves
state between visits from client to server. Cookies work too. We
wondered how it worked with Ajax.

But my mind drifted to something I discovered a couple of
years ago in PHP called base64 encoding. ViewState strings
looked very much the same as base64, which is used to transport
binary data in ASCII format.

A little research at home confirmed this was true. To be sure,
I wrote a little PHP program to decode and encode strings in
base64 format to check it out. It worked. I wrote another program

in Asp.Net C# that encoded strings into base64, so I could check
that Microsoft’s Base64 is the same as PHP’s. (See listings 1 and
2 and their outputs. Note ABC became QUJD in both. Larger
strings work too).

Then I tried to display an Asp.net page source and cut/paste
the ViewState field into my PHP decoder for decoding. But it
gave back unreadable characters! At first I thought this was an
error, but then I realized the decoded data was binary, which
obviously doesn’t show as text. In addition, I read mixed in there’s
a language / format of its own for describing what the data is.

For a good explanation of ViewState, see .Fritz Onion’s blog
about “ViewState Encoding in ASP.NET 2.0”.

Program 1. Base64 encoder/decoder in PHP
<?php
$uncoded = $_POST[‘uncoded’];
$decoded = $_POST[‘decoded’];
if ($_POST[‘encode’]) {
$decoded = base64_encode($uncoded);
}
if ($_POST[‘decode’]) {
$uncoded = base64_decode($decoded);
}
?>
<html>
<body>

<div align=”center”>
<h2 >Encoding Master</h2>
<form method=”POST”>
<div>
Uncoded: <textarea rows=”4" cols=”30"
name=”uncoded” ><?=$uncoded; ?></textarea>
<input type=submit name=”encode” value =
“encode”>
</div>
<div>
Decoded: <textarea rows=”4" cols=”30"
name=”decoded” > <?=$decoded; ?></
textarea>
<input type=submit name=”decode” value =
“decode”>
</div>
</div>
</body>
</html>
=

Program 2. Base64 (and SHA5 hash) encoder in C#
using System;
using System.Data;
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using System.Configuration;
using System.Web;
using System.Web.Security;
using System.Web.UI;
using System.Web.UI.WebControls;
using System.Web.UI.WebControls.WebParts;
using System.Web.UI.HtmlControls;
using System.Security.Cryptography;

public partial class _Default : System.Web.UI.Page
{

protected void Button1_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)
{
   // Learn hashing

System.Text.ASCIIEncoding enc = new System.Text.ASCIIEncoding();
byte[] b = enc.GetBytes(inputString.Text);

MD5 h5 = new MD5CryptoServiceProvider();
   //   SHA512 h5 = new SHA512Managed();

h5.ComputeHash( b );
hHere.Text = Convert.ToBase64String(h5.Hash);

h64.Text = Convert.ToBase64String(b, Base64FormattingOptions.None);

int iHash = inputString.Text.GetHashCode();
   }

}

An important tip for developers I learned from this exercise is that although DotNet ViewState looks secure it’s not. Base64 may not
be human readable but it can easily be converted and read by any computer program.

John Lansdale, MCP

Figure 1: Screenshot Base 64 Encoding in PHP

Figure 2: Screenshot Base 64 Encoding in C#
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Version 5.8

Circuit Writer

by Jim Scheef

A New Mainframe!A New Mainframe!A New Mainframe!A New Mainframe!A New Mainframe!
Long Live the Mainframe!Long Live the Mainframe!Long Live the Mainframe!Long Live the Mainframe!Long Live the Mainframe!

IT’S NOT OFTEN THAT IBM, the only
company still making “mainframes,”
announces a new one, but that is

exactly what happened February 26. Pre-
dictably named
the z10, the new
machine is equal
to nearly 1,500 x86
servers, accord-
ing to the IBM
press release http:
/ / t i nyur l . com/
3bw4lx. Someone
who has those 1,500 x86 servers could re-
alize significant energy savings of “up to
85%” – whatever that means. Of course,
IBM and virtualization have been synony-
mous for 40 years, so maybe you could
partition a z10 into 1500 virtual machines.

Vista at BargainVista at BargainVista at BargainVista at BargainVista at Bargain
Basement PricesBasement PricesBasement PricesBasement PricesBasement Prices

Microsoft dropped the price of
Windows Vista Home Premium from
$159.95 to $129.29. So, will you upgrade
now? Was the price really the reason hold-
ing you back? It wasn’t for me either.
Instead, Vista has the reputation of being
a pig. (No offense intended to swine fans).
Jason Brooks of eWeek did some simple
tests (you can’t call them
benchmarks, as that up-
sets Microsoft) comparing
Vista with and without the
new Vista SP1 service
pack http://tinyurl.com/
ywy8fu and comparing the
results to XP, all on identi-
cal hardware. One of the
features touted for SP1 is
improved file handling
performance. To test this,
Jason copied a large block
of files from one partition
to another and zipped and
unzipped the files, using
Windows Compressed Folders. From the
article on the eWeek website:

“During my tests, the 476MB set of
test files took a minute to copy from
one partition to another on the origi-
nal Vista RTM; the same operation
took 50 seconds on Vista SP1. On the
same hardware running Windows XP

SP2, the operation took 43 seconds.
Copying the same set of files from one
folder on a notebook to another folder
on the same notebook took 49 seconds
on Vista RTM, 43 seconds on Vista SP1
and 38 seconds on XP SP2.
Microsoft has cited much larger per-

formance differ-
ences copying files
into and extracting
them out of ZIP ar-
chives using the
Windows Com-
pressed Folders
tool, and my tests
bore out these dif-
ferences. It took

Vista RTM 1 minute and 44 seconds to
compress the test 476MB file set into a
ZIP file, compared to 1 minute and 7
seconds on Vista SP1. With Windows
XP SP2, the same operation took 1
minute.
I recorded the greatest disparities be-
tween Vista RTM, Vista SP1 and XP
SP2 while measuring the time it took
Windows to decompress my test ar-
chives. Vista RTM averaged 3 min-
utes and 39 seconds, Vista SP1 aver-
aged 2 minutes and 49 seconds, and
XP SP2 averaged a much lower 46
seconds to decompress the test files.”

He goes on to say that the XP user
interface may make it appear to be finished

while some cached I/O
continues in the back-
ground. Unfortunately for
Micro-soft, perception is
reality, and that is what the
user sees. Does this make
you want to “upgrade” to
Vista?

Personally, I think
there is another reason for
Vista’s failure, and that is
the lack of apparent
progress in hardware per-
formance. New machines
are just not that much
faster. Years ago people

realized that they really only need so much
performance for the typical tasks like email
and web surfing. As long as that’s all they
do, their old machine is “just fine.” I’m a
perfect example of this, as I still use my
old 800 MHz P3 Winbook laptop for ca-
sual web and email. I bought the machine
in 2001, just before XP shipped, and it is

still running the same copy of XP I first
installed. I even moved that installation
to a new hard drive when I ran out of space
on the one that came in the machine. Yes,
I tell people that three years is what they
should expect from a PC, and after four
years I bought the Acer Ferrari laptop that
is my main computer today. But even after
countless software installs and uninstalls,
the Winbook still runs acceptably for the
simple stuff nearly seven years later.
Through the 90’s, we saw processor up-
grades every year or so. Moving from a
486 to a Pentium produced a visible
change in the way programs opened and
ran. As we moved from a 386 running DOS
and Windows 3.x to a 486 running Win9x
and on to a P2/3 running Windows 2000,
we used the available performance to run
multiple programs so we could do more in
less time. The hardware and software up-
grades brought demonstrable benefits.
Now it appears that any performance
gains available in the hardware are being
eaten by things we don’t want or need –
like digital rights management and the Aero
graphical interface. I guess I just don’t
understand the benefits that a 3-D view
of my very 2-D open windows brings to
my computing experience. After one good
“gee wiz” I’m content to return to Alt-tab-
bing through the icons – just like we did
in Windows 3.1!

And one more thing — I touched
on it earlier—DRM and other under-the-
covers “security” features. We know
that these are “better” in Vista; but bet-
ter for whom? Microsoft is dialing back
one of the more onerous features of
Windows activation in SP2. The Win-
dows Genuine Advantage will no longer
disable Vista installations, but will re-
turn to the more thoughtful nagging
used under XP.

Remember the Microsoft initiative
called “Trusted Computing”? While it
no longer has a name in the feature list,
parts of it are in Vista and the people it
trusts are the movie studios, not you.
Known as PVP-OPM (Protected Video
Path-Output Protection Management)
and COPP (Certified Output Protection
Protocol), these “features” enforce
video digital rights management all the
way from the PC hardware to the moni-
tor connected to it. This is the PC ver-
sion of the same feature in HDTV equip-
ment. Now, isn’t that worth an upgrade?

Microsoft Patent LetsMicrosoft Patent LetsMicrosoft Patent LetsMicrosoft Patent LetsMicrosoft Patent Lets
YYYYYour Computer our Computer our Computer our Computer our Computer WWWWWaaaaatctctctctch h h h h YYYYYououououou

I saved the best for last. According to
The Times (that would be London, not
New York), Microsoft has filed for a patent
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WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General Meet-
ings. In addition, members who are not able to attend the General meeting
may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the question for

you and post the reply in DACS.ORG. Please provide as much information as possible
since we can’t probe during the session.

February 2008

Ask DACS

Q. I am planning to subscribe to DSL for
my ISP and was wondering if it was
possible to use the telephone wiring
in my house to network my two com-
puters.

A. Although there have been a very limited
number of networking products that
used phone wiring, they seem to be
very unpopular. I couldn’t find any
such products currently listed on
either Linksys’, D-Link’s, or Netgear’s
Web site. The speeds that were
available with such products were
slower than available with other
alternatives. I did find some options
that use home power lines. Of course,
the most popular technology for home
networking is wireless. You mentioned
that you have two desktop computers,
but wireless networking is not limited
to laptops. You can either install a PCI
wireless adapter, if you’re willing to
open up the computer, or you can get
a wireless USB adapter, which gives
you more flexibility on where to place
the antenna. You will need a wireless
router to connect to the DSL modem,
unless your DSL provider offers an
option where a wireless router is built
into the DSL modem. It’s recom-
mended that you connect the
computer closest to the DSL modem
using a wired (Ethernet cable)
connection.

Q. I am using Firefox for my browser
and when I drag a link to my desk-
top the custom icon from the link is
replaced with the Firefox icon. Is
there a way to change the Firefox
icon to the custom icon for the
website being opened?

A. When you drag a link to the desktop
the icon is no longer under the
control of the browser, but of the
operating system. Windows
associates with Internet shortcuts the
icon of the browser you have set as
the system default.

Q. What is the easiest way to share two
iCal calendars without a .Mac ac-

count?
A. It sounds like you would like to publish

each calendar and subscribe to the
other computer’s calendar so that
you can see both calendars on each
computer. iCal will show the two
calendars in different colors. To do
this you need some space on the
Internet where the published
calendars can reside. If you don’t
have a .Mac account, you can use a
different online storage service if it
offers WebDAV (http://www.
webdav.org) access. WebDAV uses
the same http protocol used by Web
browsers, to access a remote disk,
so you can specify a URL to access
the disk. Try doing a Web search for
“WebDAV online storage” to see
what you can find. My own search
turned up BingoDisk, http://
www.bingodisk.com/ and http://
www.omnidrive.com/support /
webdav/ as services that offer
WebDAV access at a lower price than
a .Mac account. Once you have a
service, go to the iCal menu Calendar
> Publish...and choose Publish on: a
Private Server. Then specify the
URL that gives you access to a
folder on your online disk storage.
On the second computer, go to the
iCal menu Calendar >
Subscribe...and specify the URL of
your published calendar. Do the
same thing going from the second
Mac to the first.

by Richard Corzo

for software “capable of remotely moni-
toring a worker’s productivity, physical
well-being and competence.” http://
tinyurl.com/23t5m6 Are you happy, tired,
blood pressure a little high? The new
Microsoft technology goes way beyond
counting keystrokes or even monitoring
the number of emails or phone calls you
make. This system could take all sorts of

monitor inputs to determine if you are frus-
trated and then take appropriate action.
One can only imagine what such action
might entail! No, this is not science fic-
tion. Read The Times article; you will ei-
ther have a nice chuckle or get a cold chill
and then read the really excellent blog
where I found the reference at http://
tinyurl.com/yqfksd. If you think your boss
is watching you now…

My columns are now available at http:/
/circuitwriter.spaces.live.com/, where there
are more links and comments are welcomed.

JIM SCHEEF is past president of DACS and
leader of the Server and Networking SIG.

Thanks!

When dining at the

DACS Resource

Center, please

carry your

leftovers

out with

You.

The
Management

Are you
up to your nose with
computer ques-
tions?. DACS
Special Interest
Groups  may have the
answers. If not, let us
know, and we’ll try to
create a new SIG
that helps
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Contact Charles Bovaird
Phone: (203) 792-7881
E-mail: aam@mags.net

Voice  forJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

April 7 • Secure Computing in the Internet Age
May 5 • The Remote Desktop Presented by Network Solutions
June 2 • HDTV/DVD/Home Theater
July 1 • Digital Photography and Photo Editing
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anbury Area Computer Society is a non-
profit corporation organized under section
(501) (C) (3) of the US Tax Code. Its purpose

is to promote education, knowledge sharing, net-
working and communication between users of per-
sonal computers. DACS is an all volunteer organi-
zation, with no employees. The major source of in-
come is member dues. Members can volunteer to
become instructors, lecturers, DACS officers and
board members, committee members, or SIG
leaders.

We sponsor or participate in community sup-
port projects by collecting, repairing, and redis-
tributing used computer equipment and software
to community service providers such as schools,
libraries, and patient/client support groups.
DACS members provide pickup, refurbishing,
installation, and training assistance as needed.
Firms or individuals with equipment to donate
should leave a message on the DACS Infoline
(203-748-4330).or send an email to
recycling@dacs.org.

The Voice for Joanie program was created in
1992 through the initiative of DACS member,
Shirley Fredlund. This program provides computer-
assisted speech for victims of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (“Lou Gehrig’s Disease”).
DACS members have contributed volun-
teer time and technical assistance since
the program began. Voice for Joanie and
DACS have earned national computer in-
dustry recognition and financial assistance
for this vital collaboration.

Our general meetings are held on the
first Tuesday of each month in the Danbury
Hospital Auditorium at 7 p.m. These
meetings are open to the public.The main
presentation is scheduled from 8-9:30,
preceded by casual networking, an-
nouncements and Random Access, an in-
formal question and answer session. A
free product raffle is often held at the con-
clusion of the main presentation.

In addition to the general meeting, DACS sponsors many
special interest groups (SIGs) where members can learn and
share information about a specific topic. Each SIG plans its
own meeting schedule and program topics.

Our newsletter, dacs.doc is published monthly for
our members, and mailed to arrive before the general
meeting. It features articles written by members and oth-
ers on timely topics including product and software re-
views, issues and trends in personal computing and “how-
to” articles on sound, video, digital photography, etc. In
addition, each issues includes the calendar of meetings,
announcements on SIGs and other DACS events.
dacs.doc has won numerous prizes over the years for its
design and content.

Through its activities, DACS offers numerous op-
portunities to network both professionals and computer
hobbyists. Our Special Interest Groups are an excellent
way for members to both learn and share application or
hardware knowledge. Any DACS member can form a
special interest group on any topic where there is inter-
est. Most SIGs meet in our Resource Center in down-
town Danbury.

If you have concerns, requests, or suggestions re-
garding DACS or its programs, please contact
dacsprez@dacs.org. DACS officers and board mem-
bers’ phone numbers are listed on page 3 of dacs.doc.

The DACS Resource Center is in Ives Manor, Lower Level,
198 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 (203-748-4330).



 

                                                       DANBURY AREA 
COMPUTER SOCIETY, Inc. 

                                                                         Family Membership Application 

Personal Information 
Name ___________________________________ Home Phone (  )___________________ 

Address _________________________________ Work Phone (  )____________________ 

City _____________ State________ Zip _______ Cell Phone: (  )____________________ 

Company ________________________________ E-Mail: _____________@___________ 

Basic membership with mailed newsletter - 1 year ( ) $45.00 
Basic membership with online newsletter access -1 year ( ) $30.00 
Corporate membership is also available. More information and forms online:

www.dacs.org/aboutdacs/joining.htm
Each member has access to the HelpLine volunteers, newsletter online in PDF 
form, group related news via email, SIG meetings, and any group-only related 
events, promotions, or activities. 

Pay by cash (at the General Meeting),    or go to www.dacs.org, and
check or money order, payable to:   click on JOIN DACS NOW

Charles Bovaird, Treasurer 

DACS, Inc 
4 Gregory Street 
Danbury, CT 06810-4430 

Tell Us About Your Interests
Please take a moment to answer the following questions as they apply to you. 
Hours a week you use computers _____ How did you learn about DACS? __________

Hardware: PC___ MAC___ desktop___ laptop___ palm___ other_______ 
OPSYS: Windows___  MAC___ LINUX___ other_________ 
Communications: Dialup___ HI-Speed____ WiFi____  LAN____ other_______ 

Applications: Office____ Financial____ other______ 
Digital: Music___  Photo___ CAM___ TV___ other______ 
Business: Corporate Employee___ private employee___ professional___ business owner___ 

Company Name______________________________________________ 

Office use only: Paid ______________ Check # ______________ Membership # ____________ 

http://www.dacs.org/aboutdacs/joining.htm
http://www.dacs.org/aboutdacs/joining.htm
http://www.dacs.org
http://www.dacs.org


Traveling West on I-84, Take Exit 6. Turn right at exit
ramp light at North Street. Turn right on Hayestown
Avenue’ Turn right on Tamarack Avenue. Follow
Tamarack Avenue uphill to traffic light. Turn left at
this light onto Hospital Avenue. Follow Hospital
Avenue to appropriate visitor parking lot on right.

Traveling East on I-84: Take Exit 5. After stop sign,
go straight ahead to intersection of Main Street and
North Street. Go straight through onto North Street
Turn right off North Street to Maple Avenue. Go on
Maple Avenue to Osborne Street. Turn left on
Osborne Street. Turn left onto Hospital Avenue
Follow Hospital Avenue to appropriate visitor
parking lot on right.

Meeting Location
Danbury Hospital

24 Hospital Avenue
Danbury, CT

Enterprise Software Development

(also Access, Excel, and Delphi)
Desmond Nolan, Consulant

Advanced Business Continunity Systems, Inc.
(203) 984- 0787

DesNolan@OptOnline.Net
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