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All you really need to know
about networking your

computers

First it was a chicken in every pot, then two cars
in every garage. Chances are you have at least
two computers in your home or small office

that could benefit from being able to share the same
files, peripherals such
as a printer, CD drive,
ZIP drive or an Internet
connection.  Sharing
files means that you
don’t have to worry
about keeping f i les
synchronized - with
one file the data is al-
ways current, and you
always know where the
copy resides.

You wil l  quickly
learn how to organize
things so that you have
a place for everything,
and everything in its
place. Trying to pack
fi les onto a small
floppy to move infor-
mation from one ma-
chine to another be-
comes a distant
memory. With local networking, Junior can get at a
scanned image for his scout website from Dad’s
computer without bothering Sis who is surfing the
Internet doing research for her term paper.

Think about how great it would be to be able to
play a virtual game versus the kids in the basement,
while your spouse checks for bargains on the ‘net
without bouncing Sis’s internet connection? No
more waiting to get at the machine with the color
printer, or having to move files just so that you can
get at the laser printer - any machine can print to

any printer - without bothering the user of the other
machine.

At the November meeting, Bruce Preston will
demonstrate peer-to-peer networking from the

ground up. He will go
“under the hood” and
open up a machine, in-
stall a network card,
load the additional op-
erating system soft-
ware and establish the
network sett ings.
Bruce will explain in
lay terms how easy and
economical it can be
to purchase network-
ing components, either
individually or in
readily available
starter kits, put them
in the machines and
get networking. He will
show you how to let
two or more comput-
ers share files, print-
ers, and storage de-
vices such as ZIP

drives. He will set up and demonstrate simultaneous
internet connections over a single dial-up line. Network-
ing may be all you need to put that “retired” PC in the
basement back into service as a great web terminal.

If you have attended DACS meetings in the past,
you will know Bruce as the moderator of the ques-
tion and answer session at the general meetings. He
is also a DACS director, board member and Access
SIG leader. In his spare time, Bruce is principal of a
local consulting company, West Mountain Systems,
specializing in database technologies.

A Reminder
The next General Meeting has been moved to Wednesday,

November 8 at the Danbury Hospital Auditorium
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It is said that Xerox,
  whose technology is
etched into the PC inter-
face, never imagined
any future for comput-
ers beyond business. Yet
only a year ago, AC
Nielsen announced that
a third of PC house-

holds already owned more than one com-
puter, and that sixty percent of new buy-
ers were adding a PC to what they already
owned. Families facing fracture over who
gets to use the PC are following the path
of least resistance–more PCs. Clearly, the
personal computer is already going where
the portable radio, the cable splitter and
the three-car garage have gone before.

This LAN was made
for you and me

With more and more PCs in use, fami-
lies are increasingly turning to another
technology previously reserved to busi-
ness - the local area network. At our next
meeting on November 8, DACS seer and
Random Access moderator, Bruce
Preston, will show us how to set up and
maintain a home based LAN. No techno
twaddle–just plain talk and hands-on in-
struction on how to run the wire, make
the connections, and set up the software
to wire up your home.

Wanted - A few good nerds
It's election time again . . . No, not the

one for president, but the election of the
DACS Board of Directors. Directors
serve for two-year terms, and each year

half must run for re-nomination at the an-
nual meeting in December. This time we
have two vacancies, so if you'd like to get
involved, it's a good opportunity to throw
your hat in the ring. You don't have to be a
guru or a long-time member of DACS; our
only requirement is that you be willing to
roll up your sleeves and get down to work.
If that suits you, contact our nominations
chair, Jeff Setaro, at jasetaro@sprynet.com
or see any DACS officer or board member
at the monthly meeting.

About those vacancies: Wally David has
moved with his family to the Jersey shore
and is setting up camp in new facilities of
his employer, Cyberian Outpost. The only
user group in driving distance is eighty
strong, but expect big things from it in the
future. Wally has served as DACS director
for about five years and as chairman for two.
A prolific contributor to dacs.doc, he is
known by presenters for his reputation for
terrorism by review. We will especially
miss Wally's  characteristic splish splash
through the eddies and currents of  the
Internet in his signature program at DACS
meetings, Surfing Safari.

Also leaving the board will be Ed
Heere, a co-founder of DACS, a director
for eight years and chairman for two. Ed is
freeing up time for his business, AMSYS
Computer, and will continue to be involved
in DACS as an officer and volunteer. We
owe so much to Ed for the good works he
has done for DACS, that it would be im-
possible even to begin listing them here.

A Mac tribute
It has been eight years since DACS

merged with the Macintosh User Group of
Greater Danbury (MUGGD) I was there-
fore saddened to learn recently that the Mac
SIG will cease operations. Faced with de-
clining participation and the loss of co-
founder and active member, Jim Menousek,
to cancer in October, SIG members chose
to curtail their meetings, but remain net-
worked as individuals.

We have always welcomed the involve-
ment of Mac users in our organization, and
hope their SIG can be reborn and reinvigo-
rated in the future. In the meantime, we will
continue to actively seek editorial content
on Apple topics in the Macinations section
of dacs.doc (see Mike Kaltschnee's piece
on the Mac OS in this issue).

—ALLAN  OSTERGREN

DACSPREZ@AOL.COM
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Directors’ Notes

Directors Notes Continued on page 4

A Regular Meeting of the Board was held
at the RC on October 9, 2000. Present were
Messrs. Bovaird, Buoy, David, Ostergren,
Preston and Setaro and Mrs. Gaberel.
ChairmanWally David presided,  Secretary
Larry Buoy kept the record of the meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting held Sep-
tember 11, 2000 were approved.

Treasurer Bovaird reported current
total bank and postal account balances of
$20,523.41 and postage on hand of
$135.36, a total of $20,658.77, less pre-
paid dues in the amount of $8,641.67 for
a net balance of $12,017.10.  He also re-
ported current membership of 552, 42 of
which are electronic only memberships.

Charlie also reported only casual con-
tacts with the management at Ives Manor
with no specific developments regarding
the lease for the RC.

In the absence of a report on the costs
of upgrading of the RC computer, further
discussion of that project was tabled ex-
cept for brief mention of a commercially
available alternative.  With the CD-ROMs
previously ordered through APCUG on
hand, it was agreed that a sample disk be
scanned for viruses prior to  distribution.

President Ostergren reminded the
meeting that the terms of five members of
the Board would expire as of the Decem-
ber meeting of the General Membership:
Wally David, Charles Bovaird, Marlène
Gaberel.  Dick Gingras and Ed Heere.  Marc
Cohen and Jeff Setaro were appointed to a
nominating committee to confirm the will-
ingness of the foregoing to stand for reelec-
tion or to seek replacements for election
as a Director at the December meeting of
the General Membership.

Wally David formally confirmed his
resignation as Chairman and director due
to his imminent transfer out-of state.  The
Board accepted such resignation with re-
gret. In view of the short period remain-
ing in Wally’s tenure as a director, the
election of an interim director was not
considered.

Bruce Preston briefed the meeting on
his planned presentation on home network-
ing for the November General Meeting and
it was agreed that a network starter kit be
purchased as a door prize at such meeting.
Bruce also emphasized that the membership
be particularly apprised of the fact that said
meeting would be held on Wednesday, No-
vember  8,  due to a conflict in the use of
the Hospital’s auditorium.

LARRY BUOY



http://www.dacs.org 4 • November 2000

Meeting Review

Lo, those many years ago, I made my
reputation as the reviewer of the
DACS General Meeting

presentations by hammering Microsoft for
a poor showing. I believe it was
Windows NT 3.5. The presenter was way
off target, having no clue to the effect and
his PowerPoint presentation were having
on the audience that was listening to him
drone on and on …and on.

 Other Microsoft meetings followed,
including the incredibly inept presenta-
tion of Office 98, more blistering re-
views on my part and my reputation was
cast in stone. "Wally hates Microsoft!"

As I write this article—my last as an
active DACS member—I am here to tell
you that I do not hate Microsoft at all. I
hate lousy, uninformed, ill-prepared,
amateurish presentations. When they
come from Microsoft, who should have
a larger pool of talent to draw from, I re-
ally get cranky.

Therefore, I am happy to report that
for my last review, I get to write a
positive one about Microsoft—perhaps
my first. In fact, it was an extremely well
focused, professional presentation of
Windows Millennium Edition, by John F.
Strolney, Channel Marketing Represen-
tative from Microsoft’s Farmington, CT
office.

You may ask, "Why is there a Windows
Millennium Edition if there is already
Windows 2000?" It is a good question, and
John laid it out very simply.
Windows 2000, which hit the streets in
February of this year is the replacement
for Windows NT 4.0. It is aimed at
businesses and power users running newer
equipment. Backwards compatibility is not
a real concern for Microsoft in regards to
Windows2000. If your hardware and soft-
ware is on the compatbility list, then great.
If not, then it is too bad.

Windows Millennium Editon (Me) is
the follow up to Windows 98. It is aimed
at the consumer market, with backwards
compatibility a major focus. Windows 98
and now Me are much more forgiving of
older equipment and dated software ap-
plications. Of course, Me will really
shine when running the fastest equipment
on the market.

Just as Windows 98 was not a
groundbreaking upgrade to Windows 95,
Me is not much different from Windows
98.  According to John, Microsoft’s mar-
ket research revealed that most people
do not want a drastically revamped user
interface. They just want each successive
release to work more smoothly, to be
more stable, and support the latest and
greatest hardware. With Me, Microsoft
seems to have hit the target.

There are four major areas that
Microsoft wanted to concentrate on in
this release: managed digital media; im-
proved user experience; enhanced home
networking, and a rich Internet experi-
ence. John gave us a demonstration of
each of these areas during his fast-paced,
lively demonstration.

Digital media has become a very
important use for the PC. Scanned-in
and digital cam-
era images are
used all the time.
Almost everyone
who has a PC
also has pictures
of their children,
grandchi ldren,
nieces, nephews,
pets or signifi-
cant others
stashed some-
where on their
hard drives. Me
now has a very
powerful tool that allows you to:

• Automatically organize photos as
you import them from a digital
camera.

• Store thumbnail views of your pic-
tures for at-a-glance organization.

• Use the Image Preview feature to
view your pictures without opening an
image-editing program.

• Use buttons in the preview window
to zoom in and out of picture details, view
the picture in a larger window, print the
picture, or rotate it.

• Open a full-resolution representa-
tion of your picture in Windows Explorer
or My Computer.

• Create a slideshow.

Me also allows you to edit, catalog,
and e-mail your home movies and play
your favorite music and listen to the ra-
dio online.

Windows Me makes it easier for
computer users to get the most out of
their PCs in a number of ways, with  wiz-
ards, tours, help resources, and support
for the latest hardware. Windows Me also
improves upon previous versions of Win-
dows by automatically delivering the lat-
est updates and patches to your desktop,
and allowing you to easily recover your
computer settings if something goes
wrong with them. For added safety, the
files you need to keep your computer up
and running are always protected.

John showed us how the system
stops you from deleting critical files.
It would not allow him to remove
DLLs that would have rendered the
operatingsystem useless. He also
showed us how Windows Restore can
bring your system back to the way it
was before you installed that applica-
tion that really messed things up. So,
if the latest shoot ’em up game goofed
up your video drivers, you can let Win-
dows Restore return the settings to the
way they were before you installed it.

Windows Me
makes it easy to
set up a home net-
work. Now it is
easy to  share an
Internet connec-
tion, printers, mu-
sic files, and digi-
tal pictures, or
play games head-
to-head among
multiple comput-
ers in your home.
It is also easy to
connect the latest

network-ready devices to your home net-
work.

Finally, John showed us how Me pro-
vides a very powerful, flexible way to
browse Web sites, send e-mail, chat. That
power is centered around Internet
Explorer 5.5. Actually IE 5.5 has been
available for download from Microsoft’s
Web site for some time, so there was
no real surprise there. He also dem-
onstrated MSG Messanger, which is
now very well integrated with Outlook
Express 5.5 and MSN Hotmail. It was
a neat little system.

Overall, the audience seemed im-
pressed as was I. I plan to install Me on
my home PC. I had installed Windows
2000, but have not been happy with they

Wally bash Microsoft?…NOT Me!
Microsoft’s Windows Millennium Edition

By Wally David
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way it handles games. I plan to blow away
my current installation of Windows 2000
and install Windows Me. If you plan to
install it yourself, I always recommend
backing up your data and installing fresh.
That way, you don’t inherit any quirks or
flakiness that may be plaguing your cur-
rent installation.

For more information about Windows
Me, you should visit www. microsoft.
com/windowsME/default.asp. The
website is very informative.

Well, there you have it; a review by
Wally that was not a negative one. It is
nice to leave on a positive note.

Wally David , former Chairman of DACS, is
now the Technical Support Supervisor at
Outpost Professional, formerly
CMPExpress.com, the newly acquired
Business-to-Business arm of Outpost.com.
Wally now lives in Lavallette, NJ, with his
wife and two sons. He can still be reached
via e-mail at wallydavid@myself.com

Programming

By Mike Kaltschnee

You Can Learn To Program - Really!

I  know that some of you, being inter-
ested in computers, probably would
want to know how to program.  The

hardest part of doing anything is know-
ing how to get started, and that’s what I’d
like to help you with in this article.

If you want to learn to program today
you don’t have to
work with antiquated
languages like Basic
or Fortran.  It would
be hard, if not
impossible, to cre-
ate a Windows or
Macintosh program
using the languages
of 10 years ago.  So
throw away your
copy of DOS Basic
(if it even came on
your computer).

I spent my col-
lege years learning every programming
language that Western offered: C, Lisp,
Pascal, assembler, Prolog, and even Co-
bol. Each language has it’s own strengths
and weaknesses, but they all basically
work the same.  You type in a series of
instructions, compile it, and then (if it
works), you run it.  You spent most of
your time writing complex functions to
do simple things, like draw a line on the
screen or open a database.  This made
programming the realm of the serious
programmer.

This has all changed with the inven-
tion of the Rapid Application Develop-
ment tool, such as Visual Basic (Win-
dows) or RealBasic (Macintosh).  These
tools are designed to let you prototype
your program quickly, in a few hours or
days.  You work visually, spending most
of your time designing the layout of your
screen, using drag & drop to add buttons,
list boxes, and other interface items.  To
add the code behind a button, you simply
click on it and you will be automatically
prompted for the code that the button is
supposed to perform.  It’s a lot simpler
than it sounds.

Microsoft used RealBasic to proto-
type their new browser, IE 5.5 for the
Macintosh, saving development time by
being able to see what a program would
look and act like before they spent hun-
dreds or thousands of hours programming

in the C language.  Most serious software
today is prototyped in an RAD tool, and
then sent through usability testing, some-
times before the programmers even write
one line of code.  This early testing makes
sure the program is easy for customers to
use before expensive development

occurs.
There is a cost

to using RAD
tools.  They are
great for
prototyping, but
lack the execution
speed of using nor-
mal programming
tools.  So while
they’re fine for
writing a small pro-
gram, quick appli-
cation, or even a
front-end to a data-

base, if you’re going to be writing a fully
featured word processor, I would even-
tually write the program in C or C++.

This doesn’t mean that the majority
of us, who will never write huge com-
mercial software (such as Microsoft
Word), should give up on programming!
I believe that anyone who wants to learn
to program can quickly get their first few
programs up and running in a few days.
You only need to get Visual Basic or
RealBasic, a book, and spend some time
playing with a project that interests you.
I highly recommend a class, such as the
ones offered by Naugatuck Valley Com-
munity Technical College, where you can
learn the basic concepts in just a few
classes.

If you decide that you like program-
ming, you can advance to C or C++, and
even start writing commercial software.  It’s
a lot easier than it was 10 years ago, and
you can get started for as little as $100.
Not a bad investment in your future if
you’ve always wanted to learn how to
program.

Next month I’m going to take a look
at RealBasic.  We’ll create a simple pro-
gram, and I’ll show you how to do it your-
self.
MIKE  is a DACS member who writes because
he likes hearing the sound of his keyboard.
You can contact him by e-mail at
mikek@demorgan.com.

Local Area
Internet Providers

AT&T W ORLDNET    800-967-5363
CLOUD 9    914-682-0384
CONCENTRIC

     NETWORKS    800-745-2747
C. P. CONNECT    203-734-6600
DELPHI INTERNET    800-695-4005
EARTHLINK    800-395-8425
MAGS-NET    203-207-5695
EROL’S    888-463-7657
GTE INTERNETWORKING   800-927-3000
IBM/A DVANTIS    800-888-4103
INTERNET84    203-830-2122
INTERRAMP/PSI    800-827-7482
JAVANET    800 952-4638
LOCALNET / FAIRFIELD CTY  203-425-3535
MCI    800-550-0927
MICROSOFT NETWORK   800-386-5550
NETAXIS    203-969-0618
NETCOM    800-353-6600
NORTH AMERICAN    800-952-INET
NETMEG INTERNET    888-863-8634
ON THE NET    203-270-6388
PARADIGM    800-664-INET
PUTNAM INTERNET    914-225-3234
SMART WORLD TECH.    203-790-4600
SNET INTERNET    800-408-8282
SPRYNET    800-SPRYNET

TIAC    203-323-5957
WEB CONNECT

     OF RIDGEFIELD    203-438-7650
WEBQUILL  INT. SVCS    203-750-1000

List for informational purposes only, not
an endorsement of any service.

Further information?
Call Jim Finch @ 203 790-3654
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I  daresay that all of us have numerous
photos that have been around for
years. Some are becoming yellowed

and are deteriorating more each year. I,
myself, attempting to be an amateur pho-
tographer years past, have accumulated
an immense amount of photos. Starting
with the old reliable “Brownie” camera,
which did a pretty good job for its time,
and gradually using better equipment that
allowed sharper focusing and better depth
of field. Then on to the development of
color photography and through the lens
metering with electric eyes, we were re-
warded with a much better end product.

    So we’ve taken all these memen-
tos of our families, children and friends
through many occasions and holidays as
the years passed and carefully sorted, seg-
regated and preserved them in photo al-
bums. But time and humidity has taken
its toll and the realization occurs that we
cannot preserve these forever. Then we
are faced with the specter that after we
are gone, what we have treasured might not
be treated with the same care. Also, there
is always the possibility of tragedies hap-
pening. This comes to mind when we see
the homes that were lost at Los Alamos
during a disastrous forest fire. It is very
doubtful that these poor residents were able
to save all their photos and mementos
when they had to evacuate. Others have lost
everything to floods. An incident that has
always stuck in my memory is of a fellow
worker who became very despondent one
day. Upon asking what was wrong, she in-
formed me that she had to pick her parents
up at the airport as they returned from a
vacation in Europe. But the kicker was, that
she had to inform them that while they were
gone, their house burned completely, leav-
ing nothing to be salvaged. Lost was every
photo in their possession, plus all their
other mementos.

Today however, computer technology
has given us a surefire method to preserve
these photos and other important docu-
ments. Scanning is a fairly easy opera-
tion to perform. A familiarization with
the scanner and its accompanying soft-
ware will not take much effort and then
the procedures to begin preserving your
photos and documents can begin.

The scanner that I have is the Visioneer
One-Touch purchased a year ago for
$149.00 Today the price is about $80.00.
I have found this unit to be very easy to
use and quite satisfactory. It came with
Paperport software, which makes the task
easy to accomplish. The scan window will
offer a few settings to be made. First of
all, the scan mode and resolution has to
be set.

The first rule of scanning is that the
resolution is determined by the final out-
put. If a scan is to be printed out, then the
requirements of the printer will deter-
mine the scanning resolution. However,
if you are scanning only to archive, then
output determination can be set aside.
Using archiving as your end result, then
other parameters can be undertaken.  As-
suming we start with our oldest black and
white photos, the mode should be set to
Gray Scale, and the resolution to 75 or
100 dpi (dots per inch). The main idea is
to have the scan so it looks good on the
monitor and keeps the file to a moderate
size. The larger the file, the longer it will
take to move through your system after
scanning.

For colored pictures, an appropriate
resolution would be 100 dpi to 150 dpi.
Colored prints stop yielding additional
data at about 200 dpi. Scanning at a higher
figure will produce a larger file but not
more detail. Doug Gennetten is the en-
gineer with HP Home Imaging Division
who did the HP PhotoSmart printer and
scanner introduction. At this event, he
posted a message on the web that among
other things said that 200 dpi is the maxi-
mum resolution you need if your origi-
nal is a normal silver halide color print.

After scanning, the file can be sent to a
graphic application, usually through a link
on the Paperport screen. I currently have 3
graphic applications with links on the
Paperport screen. They are MGI Photo
Suite III, Microsoft Picture It 99, and
Photoshop L. E. (limited Edition). I have
found that Photo Suite III is the one that I
prefer to work with. It makes easy work
of the tasks required. You start by crop-
ping the photo to size.

Many times I will scan 4 or more,
whatever will fit on the scan glass, then

crop them apart one at a time. This saves
scanning time and reduces the number of
scans. After cropping, necessary tasks
can be performed, such as adjusting
brightness and contrast, (I am able to
improve 90 per cent of these old pho-
tos), removing red eye, removing creases
and unwanted blemishes. More compli-
cated exercises such as cloning and re-
moving unwanted persons or objects can
also be accomplished.

All of these small graphic applica-
tions can handle all of these things. Also
Corel Draw and Adobe PhotoShop will
do an excellent job on all these proce-
dures. However, that’s a bit of overkill as
these programs are large and expensive,
and are used for much more demanding
applications.

Finally, the pictures are finished and
ready for labeling. It is a good idea be-
fore starting labeling to give some
thought how to identify many pictures.
Set up some sort of system that will al-
low you to recall what each picture is
about when viewing its description. As
you get into the hundreds, this becomes
a daunting task, as no two titles can be
alike. A good way is to set up a set of
folders that will allow sorting of pictures
into various family groups or time line
designations.

The last description that has to be ap-
plied to the photo is the format that it
will be saved as. For general purposes,
there are 3 or 4 common file formats,
and for the home scanner type, these will
be sufficient. They are TIFF, JPEG, GIF
AND PNG.

 TIFF - Tag Image
File format

TIFF has been a format of choice for
use for master copies of images for sev-
eral years. Not the only one, but a good
one. TIFF format was developed by Aldus,
before Adobe bought them, and is the
most widely supported format across
other platforms, PC, Max, Unix, etc. TIFF
writes a large file, and it optionally uses
lossless compression meaning there are
no quality losses. Ideal for important
master images. If you might modify and
save the file a second time, then use a

 HOW DO WE MANAGE
LARGE AMOUNTS OF PHOTOS?

By Richard T. Robusto

Photography
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non-Iossy format like TIFF. TIFF files are
large, but it’s the price we pay, it’s how
large the data is.

JPEG  - Joint Photographic
Experts Group

    This is easily the best format for
scanned photographs to be used on web
sites, or for sending your photographic
images in e-mail, because the file is won-
derfully small, often compressed to only
1/10 or 1/15 size, which is very kind to
modems. However, this fantastic com-
pression efficiency comes with a high
price. JPEG uses a Iossy compression
(Iossy meaning “with losses”).

Lossy means that some quality is lost
when the JPEG data is compressed and
saved, and this quality can never be recov-
ered. Even worse, more quality is lost ev-
ery time the JPEG file is compressed and
saved again, so even editing a JPEG image
is a questionable decision. JPG discards
image pixel data that is inconvenient for
its compression method, allowing phe-
nomenal size results. This “lost data” is
seen as lost purity, or lost integrity due to
mild corruption of the data, rather like
added noise. There is no magic answer pro-
viding both high compression and high
quality, but some quality losses are accept-
able for some purposes.

GIF - Graphic
Interchange Format

This is an older format developed by
CompuServe, and it was fantastic in its
day, with relatively small LZW (Lempel-
Ziv-Welch, same compression as used
for PKZIP) compressed file sizes (but
nothing like JPEG’s small size). How-
ever, GIF is limited to only 256 colors, a
great match for the older 8 bit video
boards, and for graphics, but which makes
it poorly suited today for 24 bit photo-
graphic images. The file is also large if
used for photographic images, as com-
pared to 24 bit JPEG. And GIF files do
not store the images scaled resolution dpi
value, making scaling necessary every
time the file is printed. GIF uses lossless
compression like TIFF. JPEG is much
better for 24 bit photographic images, and
the JPEG file is very much smaller too
(although lossy)

PNG- Portable
Network Graphics

PNG was intended to be the replace-
ment for GIF, due to LZW patent prob-
lems, and due to GIF being limited to only
256 colors. PNG was designed with the

advantage of knowing all that went be-
fore. PNG supports 24 and 48 bit color
with an awesome set of technical speci-
fications and features, sort of the mod-
ern universal “be all, end all” of file for-
mats, including superior lossless com-
pression. The PNG basic compression is
called the ZIP method, and is like the “de-
flate” method in PKZIP, but the big deal
is that PNG also incorporates special
preprocessing filters that greatly improve
the compression efficiency, especially
for typical gradient data often found in
24 bit photographic images. PNG may be
of great interest for us today, because it
is lossless compression well suited for
master copy data, and because PNG is
noticeably smaller than LZW TIFF. Looks
like about 30% smaller than TIFF LZW
for 24 bit files, and is about 10% to 30%
smaller than 8 bit GIF files. Web brows-
ers Netscape and Internet Explorer at
first did not support PNG on WEB pages,
but they now include support for PNG
files on web pages and it might become
popular, not to replace JPEG, but to re-
place GIF perhaps. Most image programs
like Photo Impact, Photoshop, Paint Shop
Pro already support PNG, so compatibil-
ity transferring files is probably not an
issue.

I have picked PNG for saving all my
pictures. I have no need to print any of them
out and am only interested in archiving
them. I feel that in the future, if these need
to be reworked or printed out, then the
PNG format will work out just fine. I also
use the ACDSee program to save my fold-
ers with corresponding pictures in them.
This program allows me to use thumbnail
display and to make the thumbnails any size
that I want. By making them small enough,
I am able to view 32 photos at one time on
the desktop. This is helpful in sorting and
rearranging.

 When I accumulate 650 MB of pho-
tos, I transfer then to a CD-R. Then it is a
simple matter to duplicate the CD and
make as many copies as I want. At this
point, I can give a copy to everyone in
my family. This makes the selection of
photos available to all interested persons
and assures that the pictures will never
be lost due to any one incident. So far, I
have scanned and put on one CD, 1900
photos, many of them black and whites.
On the second CD, I have 1100 photos. I
estimate that I am about 70% finished
with all my photos. Then I will undertake
to do the same with about 2000 slides
that I have. That, however, will not be as
easy, as I will have to see about acquiring
a slide scanner.

I have also started to scan all my im-
portant documents and put then all in one
separate folder. I got the idea about a year
ago, when I could not find some very
important papers, most notably my col-
lege degrees. I sweated about three
months and really turned things upside
down, and lo and behold, there they were
in a very “safe place”. At that point, I de-
cided to scan every paper that meant any-
thing. I dragged out all the birth certifi-
cates, my children’s school and college
records, military discharge papers, and
anything else that I didn’t want to have to
search for again.

Scanning text is much simpler than
photos. You scan at line art mode. On
some scanners, the designation is Edit-
ing text (OCR)  Using this instead of Gray
Scale will make the file about 8 times
smaller. This should be scanned at 300
dpi. After scanning, the software can per-
form the “Edit for Text” operation. At that
point, it can be transferred to a text pro-
gram.  There you can delete parts if nec-
essary, label it and save it as a PNG file. I
have done this with all my papers and put
them into a folder that I named “Certifi-
cates”  I now rest easy, and, of course,
that folder of originals is always under-
foot. I’ll have to find another “safe place”
to keep it.

Richard Robusto is a member of the Las
Vegas PC User Group, and volunteers time
to help with several SIG meetings.He can
be reached at lvpcug ricmar@wizard.com
This article is brought to you by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
International organization to which this user
group belongs.
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Help give the gift
of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 860-355-2611,

ext. 4517
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Special Interest Groups

November SIG News

Back Office The October meeting marked the completion of
our first series of meetings when we successfully installed
Internet Information Server and then ran a small sample appli-
cation that used SQL Server stored procedures and Active
Server Pages to update and display a web-based calendar.

     Beginning in November we will start to dissect one of the
sample applications provided by Microsoft. Our first choice
will be Duwamish Books, one of the newer sample applica-
tions that uses components within IIS. This will be an oppor-
tunity to learn the “best practices” suggested by Microsoft to
deliver applications over the web.

     In December we will join the VB SIG for the guest speaker
from Component One.

     The November meeting will be Thursday, November 9th
at 7pm in the DACS Resource Center. See you there!

INTERNET At October’s meeting, after taming the usual
equipment problems, Brian Backman demonstrated single-
handedly [literally] how easy it is to put a page up on the
Web.  Thanks, Brian.

Interesting favorite sites revealed were:
http://isbn.nu
http://www.refdesk.com
http://www.firstgov.gov

     Future topics being planned include the periodic “Favor-
ite Sites,” “Legal Issues with the Internet” and “Web Bots.”
Have you any ideas?  Can you give a presentation?  Advise.

The Internet Special Interest Group now meets [usually] at
7:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of the month at the DACS
Resource Center on the lower level of Ives Manor located at
198 Main Street, a few buildings north from the Danbury Public
Library. Open discussion of interesting sites and other Internet
matters precedes and follows the presentation.  Members’
suggestions for Internet SIG topics and participation are al-
ways welcome and even essential; contact Richard Koser
at rkoser@worldnet.att.net.

VB The October meeting of the VB SIG featured a guest
speaker from Softwire Technology, Inc. Formerly called
Measurement Computing, this Middleboro, MA, software
company’s traditional market has been oriented to measure-
ment and control. When they realized that their software could
be used to write general business programs, they changed
the company name to Softwire which is also the name of the
product.

     Softwire is an application generator that runs within the
Visual Basic development environment. However, rather than
using traditional code to control the flow of a program from
control to form to database, etc., you connect graphical sym-

VB SIG, Continued on page 11

SIG NOTES: November 2000

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Ac-
cess database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: November 14

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Don Pearson, 914 669-9622 (pearson@attglobal.net).
Meets on Wednesday of the week following the general meeting,
7:30 p.m., at Don Pearson's office, North Salem, NY.
Next meeting: November 15

BACK OFFICE. Explores Back Office server and client applica-
tions, including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook. The SIG  meets
2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Next meeting: November 9

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@ntplx.net). Meets
on last Wednesday, 7p.m., at Best Photo Imaging, Brookfield.
Next Meeting: November 29

INTERNET.  Acquaints DACS members with the Internet.
Contact: Larry Stevens (LStevens@usa.net) or Richard Koser
(rkoser@worldnet.att.net). Meets on 3rd Wednesday, 7p.m., at the
DACS Resource Center. Members' suggestions are welcome.
Next Meeting: November 15

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: November 16

MACINTOSH. Discusses Macintosh hardware and software.
Contact: Chris Salaz, 203 798-6417,(crsalaz@kami.com.) Meets
on 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Suspended until further notice

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (CFizer@compuserve.com)
or Jim Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys.com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: November 1

VOICE FOR JOANIE. Provides and supports people with Lou
Gehrig's disease with special PC computer equipment.
Contact: Shirley Fredlund, 860 355-2611 ext. 4517
(voiceforjoanie@juno.com).
Meets on last Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., at Datahr, Brookfield.
Next Meeting: November 28

WALL STREET. Examines new Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net). Meets
on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: November 27

WEB SITE DESIGN. Fundamentals of design for the Internet.
Contact: Matthew Greger, 203 748-2919 (matthew@
thebuisenesshelper.com)
Meets second Wednesday at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: December 13
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November 2000
Danbury Area Computer Society
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7:00 PM
VISUAL BASIC

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

7:30 PM
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

7:00 PM
GENERAL MEETING
Home Networking

Bruce Preston

NEWSLETTER
SIG NEWS
DEADLINE

7:00 PM
BACK OFFICE

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

7:00 PM
INTERNET

Koser/Stevens
Lstevens@usa.net 7:30 PM

INVESTMENT
Paul Gehrett

203 426-8436

7:30 PM
VOICE FOR

JOANIE
Shirley Fredlund

860 355-2611

7:00 PM
GRAPHICS
Ken Graff

203 775-6667

7:00 PM
WALL STREET

Phil Dilloway
203 367-1202

7:00 PM
ACCESS

Bruce Preston
203 431-2920

Thanksgiving

7:30 PM
ADVANCED OS

Don Pearson
914 669-9622
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About a month ago Apple shipped
a beta release of a totally new op-
erating system for Macintosh

computers, OS X
(pronounced “ten”). I
got a chance to work
with OS X on a regu-
lar basis, and I’d like
to share some of my
experience with you.
Keep in mind that OS
X is a beta operating
system, so if you’re
going to live on the
bleeding edge, be pre-
pared to bleed (crash
or lose data).

OS X is a new operating system, built
on top of a version of Unix, BSD in this
case, for speed and stability. The typical
user will never see the “geeky” but very
powerful Unix foundation of OS X, they
will instead live in a beautiful environ-
ment called Aqua.

Aqua is the name for the colorful, fu-
turistic-looking graphical user interface
that is the user work area in OS X. Aqua
is designed for both the power user and
the beginner. It uses new ways of doing
things, such as working with files or
switching between applications. A lot of
thought has gone into how people really
use their computer, and once I spent some
time with OS X, things really started to
make sense.

The best new user feature is the dock.
At the bottom of your screen is a toolbar
with a series of appli-
cations. When you
want to run a pro-
gram, you simply
click on the program
and it will run, show-
ing an arrow under
the program to let
you know its running.
You can copy a pro-
gram to the dock by
dragging it to the
dock, and it will au-
tomatically be added to the dock. You can
remove a program from the dock by drag-
ging it off. The dock can be configured
to grow when you move your mouse over

Macinations

it, so you can keep it very small until you
need it. I am really starting to like the
dock, but would like the ability to move

it to the side of the
screen.

With change there
is always pain. In this
case, the pain is using
older applications in
“Classic” mode. Clas-
sic takes about a
minute to launch, but
once it’s running you
can then run almost
any OS 8 or 9 applica-
tion. If one non-OS X
application dies, it

crashes all of the old programs. However,
it shouldn’t crash the computer or other
running applications. I
have used Word, Excel
and Eudora under OS X
without trouble, but
Apple says that soft-
ware that writes di-
rectly to the hardware
(drivers and other such
programs) won’t work.
Apple has created two
ways for developers to
get their programs to
work under OS X. They
created a quick way for OS 9 programs
to be ported, some of them in a few days,
to OS X. If developers take this step, we
should see a lot OS X-looking applica-
tions when OS X ships. This gives them

the time to write OS
X native applica-
tions while still
making money on
the shipment of the
operating system.
Making a serious
transition like this
is difficult for any
company, and Apple
has planned this
very carefully.

Are there any
problems with OS X? Sure—there is very
little native software written for OS X,
but hundreds of applications are expected
by next spring. Microsoft is having

trouble porting Office 2001 to OS X, so
don’t expect to have Word or Excel when
OS X officially ships early next year. Yes,
OS X has crashed—but only once. It runs
a bit slower than I’d expect, but Apple
says that they are still optimizing it and
it should be a speed demon.

The strangest thing about OS X is the
command prompt, or shell. This is the
first Macintosh OS to have a command
line, like DOS, and it feels weird. The lack
of a command line is probably the one
thing, as a computer geek, that I miss in
OS 9. There are scripts (batch files) that
you can write to do amazing things, and
now I can have the best of both worlds.

Apple needed to make the move from
the antiquated OS 9 operating system. OS
X has all of the features a modern oper-

ating system needs:
protected memory,
true pre-emptive
multi-tasking, secu-
rity, and stability.
The foundations of
OS 9 go back to
1984. It’s about time
Apple moved ahead
of Microsoft tech-
nically in the market
they created 16
years ago.

If you’re going to play with OS X
please remember that it’s a beta and
can crash unexpectedly (not unlike
Windows). It costs only $29, and you
can get it at www.Apple.com. I installed
it on my PowerBook in a second parti-
tion, with OS 9.0.4 on the first. You
can switch back and forth between the
two easily, so you can still get your
work done.

I’m looking forward to working
with the final release early next year.
If you want to get a demo of the oper-
ating system of the future, get a copy
or ask me for a demo at the next DACS
meeting. You can also get more infor-
mation online at www.Apple.com/
macosx.

MIKE  loves the Mac but gets paid to work
on Windows computers. You can contact him
by e-mail at mikek@demorgan.com.

All you wanted to know about OS X
but were afraid to ask

By Mike Kaltschnee
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bols with “wires” to indicate how informa-
tion is to flow. Based on the structure de-
fined by the symbols and wires, Softwire
generates a complete application.

     Our guest speaker,  Michael
Morganelli, was so adept at creating
demonstration programs that we soon
started to play “Stump the Demonstra-
tor” by challenging him to show us pro-
grams that were more and more com-
plex. The capabilities of Softwire were
truly amazing and I’m sure I will find situ-
ations where I can put it to good use.

     In two months, the VB SIG will host
another guest speaker. Larry Krueger
will come to show us the benefits of the
latest controls from VideoSoft and APEX
Software. VideoSoft and APEX Software
recently merged to form Component One.
This meeting will be held on December
6th and will be a combined meeting with
the Back Office and Access SIGs.

     The next meeting will be Wednesday,
November 1st at 7pm in the DACS Re-
source Center. Our program will return to
our regular format so bring your questions
for Random Access.

WEB SITE DESIGN  The Web Design
SIG will not meet in November, due to a
conflict with the General Meeting. We will
resume meetings on Wednesday,
December 13.

VB SIG, Continued from page 8

Web site growth is on an incred-
ible tear right now.  Total web
pages grew from 320 million

to 830 million during the last 2 years.
There are personal web sites devoted to
everything from Jimmy Stewart (http://
m e m b e r s . a o l . c o m / J i m S t e w A C /
home.htm), to watching dancing hamsters
(http://hamsterdance.com).  Want to join
in?  It’s a lot easier than you might think!

There are several ways to create your
own web site, and next month, we will be
discussing many of the options.  But first
you need to make an important decision.
Where do you want to put your Web Site
and what kind of web address meets your
needs?  Here are 4 alternatives

1. Place your web site with a commer-
cial company that will insert advertising
on all your pages. Companies like
geocities, afreehome, and cybercities will
give you up to 50 megabytes of space for
your web site.  All your visitors have to
put up with is the advertising, and all you
need to put up with is an address that can
be up to 50 characters long.

2. Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) usu-
ally provide free space to members.  Offers
range from 2 to 20 megabytes. There is no
advertising on these pages, nor are you al-
lowed to use the pages for advertising your
own products.  The address is usually just a
subset of the ISP’s, such as http://
users.earthlink.com/<yourname>, so the
address is a little bit easier to remember.
Don’t worry about not having enough
space!  I have put up several web sites for
friends that chose this option.  With mini-
mal graphics, it is easy to put up a 20-page
website in 2-3 megabytes of space.

3. Pay a monthly fee to have a com-
mercial site host your web pages. This is
where you can create your own web ad-
dress, hopefully something easy to re-
member.  But first you need to check to
see if anyone else has already grabbed it.
Be prepared to change your dream name a
little, perhaps by adding a number to the
name. After all, with 20,000 domain names
registered every week, good names are
getting scarce. This option also allows
you to have email that incorporates
your web site name, such as
yourname@yourname.com.  Many of the
companies that host web sites will allow

you 3-10 email names per site, this is great
for family members or employees to have
personal email addresses that are tied to
the web address. A good site to check out
this option is www.register.com.
Register.com also has competitive web
site hosting prices of $25.00 per month,
and free sign up for 40 megabytes of space
and 10 e-mail accounts. There is also a
charge of $40.00 to $100.00 to register
your web address for 2 years.

4. Pay to Register your own web ad-
dress, and use it to redirect people to your
free web address. This solution is a great
way to start up your web site, and the one I
recommend for people just beginning their
web sites.  Since most web sites start small
and then build on the original foundation,
you can go months or years without pay-
ing a monthly fee for someone to host your
web site. Wait until you grow your web site
over the limits of your free web space be-
fore paying to have a commercial site host
your web pages. For an example of this,
check out the “personal identity account”
at www.domaindirect.com. For a fee of
$70.00 they register your web address for 2
years, and will automatically forward anyone
who types in you personal address to any other
site you designate.  In other words, you can
have your personal domain name and use it
with your free web site.

I am a great believer in registering your
own web name. In a world that is increas-
ingly faceless, it is a way to be unique, a
way to say:  Here I am, this is me!  I also
think it is important to get one right now.
There are not enough good website names
out there, make sure that you register your
personal name before someone else gets
it first. Then a small yearly fee is all it takes
to retain that name into the future.

Next month we will conclude this se-
ries with several easy (and some not so
easy!) ways to create content for your
website.

Personal Web Pages

A Website for Everyone!
Part 2: Reserving your web site NOW!

By Stephen Morgan

This Article is brought to you courtesy of
the Association of Personal Computer
User Groups (APCUG). STEPHEN MORGAN

is a member of the Plateau PC Users
Group in Crossville, Tenn. He is also a
member of the APCUG Board of Advisors,
representing North and South Carolina,
Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, and
Alabama. You may contact Steven at
stevem@apcug.org.

New Members
 09/21/2000 thru 10/22/2000

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on
your mailing label reads

EXP 08 2000
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

– NOW

1)  Richard Crane and Abbe Blume
2) Ken Fried
3) Joan P. Galligan
4) Joseph A. Hanlon
5) Evelyn Jones
6) Fred Klingener
7) Barbara J. Roeder
8) Frank Sileo
9) Robert S. Smith
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by Virtual_Jack

Random Vectors

With computing
Play’s the thing

Let’s get the message out right up
front. The computer is the great
est toy ever invented. That’s the

only way to make any sense out of this
loony business of ours.

Way back in history, when we wanted
to make computer power available to
more people, we did it with dumb termi-
nals attached to a mainframe run by a
time-sharing operating system. This
made the entire computer available to
each user in a round robin fashion. Al-
though each time slice was only a few
milliseconds, the user felt it was all his.

Now if there was any logic, or even
just plain common sense in our business,
that is the way we should have continued.
Professional systems people would tend
the operating system, technicians would
tend the hardware, systems analysts would
cope with functional capability, and pro-
fessional help would always be available.
The users would be free to just run the
apps and turn out the good work.

But a funny thing happened along the
way. Crude, rudimentary, individual boxes
with quirky, buggy, poorly documented
software appeared on desktops. The user
had to learn operating systems and hard-
ware maintenance and all the other things
that the professional staff previously did.
So much time was spent just trying to get
the thing going that getting useful work
done became secondary. Unrecorded, un-
reported and unmentionable time was
burned by users baffled, but undaunted,
by hardware and software problems.

Why did users en masse abandon what
was clearly the more practical solution to
spend an unimaginable amount of their
time struggling with what they had no back-
ground, training or even interest in doing?

Only one reason. That cantankerous,
frustrating, box on their desk was their
very own, all theirs to do with as they
pleased, no sharing needed.

To better understand all this, we must
watch a four year old playing with his or
her toys. The toy is all his or hers. No
interference from siblings, friends or
parents. No sharing.  It is used, as the four
year old wants to use it, not as parents
think it should be used. An emotional
bond is established (and later abandoned)

purely on four-year-old logic, paren-
tal wisdom not required. When the four
year old is playing with the toy, he or
she is concentrated, manipulative, and
serious; oblivious to the outside world.
There is very seldom any laughing or
smiles. Playing is serious business.
Playing is interacting with the toy, do-
ing something that causes the toy to
entertain.

The traditional design goals in the
computer industry have been to make
PCs (1) cheaper, (2) faster, (3) more
stable, (4) easier to use, and (5) with
more features.

All wrong. Conventional wisdom. Big
business marketing execs are just not pay-
ing attention.  Microsoft’s know-it-all Bob
and contorting paper clips missed the mark
completely because they intruded into the
users space and seemed to control the
machine. Wizards are barely more accept-
able, but only because they can be sum-
moned and dismissed at will.

What the user really wants is (1) ex-
clusive control, no sharing, (2) interactive,
indulgent apps (Solitaire, games, etc.), (3)
recovery from trouble;
users are as tolerant of
system crashes as they
are of their own blun-
ders if only they know
they can recover
somehow, (4) an illu-
sion of getting a good
price (the one adult
shtick here), (5) and
most important, the
means to arrange
things to their own lik-
ing.

So if the PC looks
like a toy, has all the
characteristics of a
toy, and is treated like
a toy, by golly, it must
be a toy. But when we
look at all that is be-
ing done with  com-
puters, we must up-
grade that to “the
greatest toy”.

Any system house
that recognized that

they are really making toys for users with
four-year-olds’ attitudes would be
spectacularly successful. Of course,
they could never advertise it as such,
or ever admit it, but users would find
all sorts of rationalizations to make it
correct. Like all the really important
matters of life and death, it would be
an unmentionable except by the icono-
clasts whom we would rather ignore.
The design goals would now be maxi-
mum identity with the user, personal-
ized touches that come from the user.

Would an advanced networked,
main frame based, time sharing system
be able to support today’s applications
better than individual PCs? Absolutely.
Would it have succeeded in getting mil-
lions and millions of people to use
computers? Absolutely not.

So what is the future? Moore’s Law is
still valid, and five years will bring a ten-
fold increase in capability. Users who could
care less about a ten-fold better spread
sheet, would pay big for a ten-fold im-
provement in computer generated environ-
ments which are individualized, participa-
tory, and immersive. Why? Because it ful-
fills all the basic elements of the toy.

Virtual_Jack   is an old, retired computer
programmer who is deeply grateful to
his former employers for providing him
with such great play pens. And with a
high five to Richard_of_Rhetoric for
his contribution of insight, style, and
wordcraftmanshipability.
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“You fool…You first press SSSSSTTTTTARARARARARTTTTT,
and then SSSSSHUTHUTHUTHUTHUT D D D D DOWNOWNOWNOWNOWN!”
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RandomAccess

October 2000
By Bruce Preston, Moderator

Members who are unable to attend
meetings may send questions to

askdacs@aol.com - we will submit the
questions and respond via the newsletter.

Followup: We had a user who needed
to copy  files larger than  1.44MB onto
floppy diskettes. In addition to using
PKZIP or WINZIP, we got this reference:

“I also have had that problem for years
and always found some freeware/
shareware that will handle it. Usually the
files are already zipped so that solution is
out. I just searched Yahoo for “file splitter
“and got several hits. I’m currently
using the following: http://www.
l a w re n c e g o e t z . c o m / p ro g r a m s /
gfsplit.htm

Q. Previous problem revisited: I am still
having problems defragging my
hard drive. I removed running pro-
grams from the task bar, but still
show the following in the Task Man-
ager (brought up by Ctrl-Alt-Del) :
Winfax, IOWatch, OSA, FastFind
(and a few others as well.)  Could
these be causing problems?

A. Short answer: Yes. The long answer is
you  want to suspend  Winfax when
you try to defrag. IOWatch is
monitoring your ZIP drive - while
it may not be causing a problem,
you should know that there has been
an upgrade to the software that you
should download from IOMega.
OSA is the office assistant - it isn’t
likely to be causing a problem, but
it is stealing resources. FastFind is
a file indexer for Microsoft
products. If it is running, it
definitely could be writing to the
disk. You really want to turn off
everything except EXPLORER and
SYSTRAY until the defrag is
completed, then a reboot will
restart them.

Q. Windows 98 SE - it says it is shutting
down, but it never does. I am not
running Norton AV, or have a net-
work connection. I wait a few sec-
onds and then hit the power switch.
The machine does not complain
when I turn it on next.

A. A machine with an ATX power supply
will automatically shutdown upon

receiving the proper signal from
Windows 98 or 98SE. This feature
is activated in the BIOS setup. It
possibly was disabled. What you
are doing is perfectly safe - just wait
for the hard disk activity light to be
off for a few seconds.

Q. My DSL service has been fine for sev-
eral weeks, but now I get a message
“Dropped by Server”. I need to
reboot the machine to get the link
back up.

A. We have seen this on other machines
supported by SNET’s DSL service.
They typically drop the line early in
the morning. We have not
determined a cause for this. Call
SNET and complain - you are
supposed to be “always on”.

Q. In Office 2000 Excel - all of a sudden,
scrolling takes a horrendous
amount of time. If I quit Excel, text
labels on the icons disappear!  If I
open a DOS full-screen window, and
then get rid of it, then everything is
fine - for a while.

A. This is a classic example of a video
driver problem. Determine the
model of your display adapter and
go get the latest driver for your
operating system. Note that when
you first turn on the machine, you
will briefly get some text on the
screen from the display adapter’s
BIOS which identifies the display
adapter - so you may not need to
actually open the computer to
identify the video adapter. Another
thing to look at is to make sure that
you have a large enough swap file.

Q. I have had occasional happenings
where all of my desktop icons re-
verted to just a plain white square.
What did that?

A. The icons graphics used for the
desktop are cached by Windows so
that it doesn’t have to go and read
each program executable to retrieve
the icon. Sometimes the cache icon
gets damaged, in which case the
images revert to plain white. If it
doesn’t cure itself, then starting the
system in Safe Mode will force the

icon cache to be regenerated.

Q. At Costco they had an offer for free
online access. The CD has a newer
version of Internet Explorer - can I
use this without signing up for the
“free” online access?

A. Nothing is really free. The IE on the
CD has been branded so that it will
display the advertising of the
companies that are subsidizing your
access. Without that IE, you can’t
get the free online access. If you
use that IE, it will pump advertizing
in front of you even if you are using
your own ISP. You can download the
newest version of IE for free (other
than the really long connect time).
If you have a ZIP drive, perhaps
someone with a high speed
connection could download it for
you. Or you can order a CD “at a
nominal cost” with the distribution
on it.

Q. Does anyone know if there is a way to
disable SMS?  Our SMS server is
on the other side of the country,
and it takes forever for an update
to take place, even for updates that
we don’t need or want.

A. SMS (Systems Management Services
- a Microsoft application that
controls installation and upgrades
of software from a central site)
should never deal with client PCs
through a WAN - it is just too
bandwidth intensive. It should have
been set up to use a local PDC as a
distribution center. Unfortunately,
the very nature of SMS is to “lock
down” machines so that they can
not be modified locally, so you can’t
disable it on your machine.
Complain. Loudly.

Q. I’ve been downloading a lot of im-
ages from WebShots. They are gor-
geous images, but I’m concerned
that it might cause a problem. Does
anyone know if there is a reason I
shouldn’t be using this site?

A. One person (who runs a support
center) reported that it is fine other
than that it consumes a large amount
of network resources at his
company.

Q. Can I print the directory of a floppy
disk?

A. Open a DOS command window, and
type:

dir     a:*.*    >lpt1
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DACS members may pub-
lish noncommercial, computer-
related classified ads in
dacs.doc at no charge. Ads may
be placed electronically by fax
or by modem, or hard-copy may
be submitted at our monthly
general meeting. Fax your ads
to Charlie Bovaird at 203 792-
7881.

Leave hard-copy classifieds
with Charlie, Marc, or whoever
is tending the members’ table
at the meeting.

Bruce Preston is president of West
Mountain Systems, a consultancy in
Ridgefield, CT, specializing in database
applications. A DACS director and
moderator of the Random Access segment
at the monthly general meetings, Bruce also
leads the Access SIG. Members may send
tech queries to Bruce at askdacs@aol.com.
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      which will send it directly to the
printer. Or you could type

dir     a:*.*   >listing.txt
      which would create a file named

“listing.txt” which contains the
output of the dir command. You can
then print that. Type dir /? to get a
list of options for sorting, formatting
and selecting DiskJockey 2000 has
a print folder list that will work with
floppies (as well as hard drives, of
course.)  There are freeware/
shareware utilities that give you
options such as sorting or selecting
-search CNET’s DOWNLOAD.
COM.

Q. I am thinking of getting into pho-
tography - someone said not to get
a digital camera as you can’t see
what you have until you put it on
the computer.

A. Not at all. Almost all of them have an
LED display that shows you in real-
time what you have, and also let you
review (and perhaps delete)
previous frames. The image is
typically about 2" by 1.5" or so, a
bit larger than looking at a 35mm
slide. You won’t see the high
resolution that the camera has
actually captured until you move
the image to a computer.

Q. What advantage does it have over a
video camera?

A. Resolution. A standard video camera
has 525 lines of resolution because
that’s all that a regular TV can
handle. A digital camera will often
have more than twice the rows and
columns, for a total of 4 times the
resolution - just to start.

Q. What about scanners?
A. A regular desktop scanner has

anywhere from about 300 dpi to
maybe 1200 dpi. It may list higher
numbers, but these are
“interpolated” meaning that
software inside the scanner makes
a “best guess” as to whether a dot
should be seen. If you scan a 4x5
print, you are getting perhaps 1200
dots by 1500 dots of true image. If
you scan a negative or a slide using
an adapter, you are only getting 300
by maybe 250 dots.  There are
specialized “film scanners” which
bump the resolution up to 2,700 dpi
before interpolation; these will give
you higher resolution than many
digital cameras. For example,

Polaroid is clearing out their
SprintScan 35ES film scanner via
several dealers who are auctioning
them on eBay. Originally they sold
for $2,000, they are typically going
for about $400.

Q. When I change my screen resolution
on my display, I get a very large black
border around the visible portion of
the screen. Can I make the image
larger?

A. There are controls on the display
device (often behind a door under the
screen) that can be used to adjust the
display size once the resolution has
been set. The controls are either
knobs, wheels, or push buttons.
Some displays have digital
adjustments, pushing a menu button
brings up a menu on the screen, you
then use +, -, Up and Down buttons
to work through the menu.

Q. When I changed my screen resolu-
tion, my icons got real small. Can
I keep them the same size?

A. Everything is relative. The icons are
the same size - typically 30 dots
across. But since you now have
higher resolution (1024  dots
across the screen instead of 640,
for example) they are
proportionally smaller. Right click
on the desktop and get the
properties page for the display. On
one of the property pages you will
find “use large icons” or similar (it
varies with O/S version)  which
may help.

Comment:   Does anyone remember a

Digital Research USB card. New
- $15.  Microtek Scanmaker
V6UPL.  New - highly negotiable.
Larry Buoy, (860) 355-0394 or
lbuoy@mags.net.

problem with a printer that
wouldn’t print yellow?  The prob-
lem turned out to be accumulated
ink on the electrical contacts of
the printer cartridge. They were
preventing the signals that con-
trolled the yellow cartridge from
firing. Cleaning the contacts
cured the problem.
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PENTIUM II
266 MMX Notebook

DACS SPECIAL $1,895

32MB RAM
4GB HDD
3.5" FDD
24XCD-ROM
Battery
12.1" TFT Display
3D Sound
512K Cache
2MB 128bit VGA
2 PCMCIA Slots
TouchPad
USB Port
Win 98
Carrying Case

© AMSYS, Inc. 2000

900 Ethan Allen Hwy.900 Ethan Allen Hwy.900 Ethan Allen Hwy.900 Ethan Allen Hwy.900 Ethan Allen Hwy.

Ridgefield, CT 06877Ridgefield, CT 06877Ridgefield, CT 06877Ridgefield, CT 06877Ridgefield, CT 06877

AMSYS
C O M P U T E R

®

203 431-1500 /203 431-1500 /203 431-1500 /203 431-1500 /203 431-1500 /     www.amsys.netwww.amsys.netwww.amsys.netwww.amsys.netwww.amsys.net

SYSTEMS INCLUDE:  Intel BX Chipset System Board with 100Mhz Bus, 512KB Pipeline
Burst Cache, 32 MB PC-100 SDRAM, 4.3GB HDD, 4MB AGP SVGA, 3.5" FDD, 2 Serial
Ports, 1 Parallel Port, 2 USB Ports, 3 PCI Slots, 3 ISA Slots, 1Shared PCI/ISA Slot, 1
AGP Slot, Mid-Tower Case with 9 Drive Bays and 220W Power Supply, 104 Key Win-
dows 98 Keyboard, Microsoft Mouse.

Intel Pentium/Celeron 333 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache
Intel Pentium/Celeron 366 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache
Intel Pentium/Celeron 400 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache
Intel Pentium II 350Mhz CPU
Intel Pentium II 400Mhz CPU
Intel Pentium III 450Mhz CPU
Intel Pentium III 500Mhz CPU

OPTIONS & UPGRADES
Upgrade to 64MB 100Mhz SDRAM
Upgrade to 96MB 100Mhz SDRAM
Upgrade to 128MB 100Mhz SDRAM
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 6.4GB HDD
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 8.4GB HDD
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 10GB
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 13GB HDD
Add 32X CD-ROM
Add DVD ROM II (Instead of CD-ROM)
Add 100MB Internal ZIP Drive
Add 32-bit PCI Wavetable Sound Card
Add Speakers
Add Microsoft Office 97 Sm, Bus. Ed.

AMSYAMSYAMSYAMSYAMSYS PS PS PS PS Pentium II & III Business Systemsentium II & III Business Systemsentium II & III Business Systemsentium II & III Business Systemsentium II & III Business Systems

Call for latest prices!

TheDACS computer project is accepting the following items (in work-
ing condition):

• Mice with PS2 type connectors
• 101 type keyboards with PS2 type connectors
• RAM modules (8 meg or larger)
• IBM compatible Computers with pentium processors (75
  Mhz or faster)
• IBM compatible Computers with 1 gigabyte (or larger) hard
  drives
• VGA or SVGA monitors
• Laser printers.
• Volunteers

Computer Donations Welcomed

To arrange a donation, call 203-431-1500
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