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President’s File
PRESIDENTIAL
RAMBLINGS

ISSUE 0.6

—JIM SCHEEF

LAST month I
promised our

esteemed editor and
past president that I
would not advocate
legislation for some

indeterminate length of time, so I’ll try to
find something less controversial. How about
software security? Please read to the end
before you lite your email flamethrowers.

Microsoft security versus
Open Source and the press
Over the past few months there have

been a number of articles in magazines and
trade journals that have dared to compare
Open Source software to the equivalent
Microsoft products. Who won, you ask?
Assuming you can extract your tongue
from your cheek, it was not as much in fa-
vor of the open source projects as you
might think. There are many reasons some
of which are not obvious. To my mind a
security hole is a bug, so I will simply talk
about bugs, but you can think security
vulnerabilities—“holes”, in the popular
vernacular—if you wish.

First let’s understand that no signifi-
cant software project is perfect – especially
when it is first released. This has been
shown time and again in all sorts of situa-
tions, including the software I write. I’m
quite familiar with this problem since, try
as I might, I can code bugs as well as the
next guy. The point is that open source
software has bugs just like any other soft-
ware, such as products from Microsoft.
Now, open source projects do not have
stock holders or sales goals like Microsoft,

so they are less likely to push a new ver-
sion out the door before they think it’s
ready. This is a very important difference
that should make open source software less
buggy.

Open source advocates cite several
advantages inherent from the very fact
that the source code is available. The
one I hear most often is that people other
than the developers can inspect the code
and from this inspection can find bugs
and report them (but hopefully not ex-
ploit them). Believe it or not, there are
actually a significant number of people
capable of doing this! They can even
attempt to fix the bugs if they have the
skills. Of course there are other ways to
find bugs. We all participate in the
method where we actually use the soft-
ware! Unfortunately, this is how most
bugs are found, like the problem I’ve
been having with Microsoft Word 2002.
It hangs when adding or changing num-
bers or bullets in a list, but only some-
times. With software this complex, it’s
easy to assume the problem is our in-
stallation rather than the software itself.
Without extensive testing, how would
you know? Now this same principle ap-
plies to Linux and other open source
software such as Apache, OpenSSL,
Secure Shell, and even Sendmail where
bugs were recently found and reported
to the developers. As far as I know,
patches to correct all of the reported se-
curity bugs were available within days
of the initial report. So everything is fixed
and we’re all safe, right? Not quite so
fast, as we’ll see in a minute.

The response of open source teams
to security problems is generally much
faster than Microsoft. This is admirable
and more often than not puts Microsoft
to shame. The problem is that the patch
must be applied to all the machines run-
ning the software. Microsoft runs a web
site specifically to distribute patches and
updates to Windows. If you are running
Windows 98 or newer, you can configure
your machine to automatically look for
updates whenever you connect to the
Internet. This service is free (so far) and
can go a long way toward making your ma-
chine more resistant to security problems.
Please note that I did not say immune. You
still need anti-virus software and some form
of personal firewall if you have a high-
speed internet connection.

On the open source side, there is no
equivalent facility to keep a Linux machine
up to date with patches. If you have Red
Hat Linux, the Red Hat Network will scan

Ramblings, Continued on page 19
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HelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgram NameName Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
OS/2 Rich Chernock (203) 270-0224 (   e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)
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Directors Notes continued on page 6

A meeting of the DACS Board of Direc-
tors was held at the RC on Monday,

October 7, 2002, at 7:00p.m. Present were
Messrs. Bovaird, Buoy, Neary,
Ostergren, Pearson, Preston, Scheef and
Setaro. Also present was Bill Keane. Jim
Scheef, President, presided and Larry
Buoy, Secretary, kept the record. Min-
utes of the last meeting held September
9, 2002 were approved with one correc-
tion.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported
combined cash and postal accounts of
$17,015.23 and postage on hand of
$150.84, a total of $17,166.07, less pre-
paid dues of $7,473.00, for a net of
$9,693.07. He also reported current mem-
bership of 454.

To an inquiry regarding the status of
the advertising of General Meetings, the
arrangements set forth at the September
meeting were reprised, viz.: copy for ads
to be prepared by Marlene Gaberel and
forwarded to Matt Greger for design and
submission to the N-T for insertion on
the day preceding the meeting, effective
until Matt declines to so do.

After discussion, it was agreed that
the proposed amendments to the Bylaws
approved at the September meeting be
published in the November issue of the
newsletter to assure that the membership
will receive same in time to study same
prior to the Annual Meeting. Also sug-
gested was a minor change to the for-
matting thereof.

With regard to future programs for
General Meetings, Jeff Setaro again re-
viewed those set for the balance of the
current year and advised that Frank
Powers may agree to make a presenta-
tion on either Internet Radio Broadcast-
ing or transfer of now obsolete audio
media to CDs for January’s meeting. Ex-
pansion of the member services of the
DACS Web Site was explored and it was
suggested that a member be recruited to
learn the operation of the Web Site to
provide assistance to Jeff Setaro. Also
briefly mentioned was the addition of an-
other computer at the RC capable of han-
dling Linux.

It was then proposed that Bill Keane
be elected a Director to fill the vacancy
created  by the resignation of Matt
Greger and, on motion duly made and
seconded, such was done. Bill being



http://www.dacs.org4 • Nov. 2002

Pastimes

A Brief Introduction to Digital Photography
Part I - Capture Your Photographs

By Richard P. Ten Dyke

I BELIEVE THAT BLACK and white
photography, using traditional chemi-
cal processing, will survive as an art

form for many years to come. It is a pow-
erful artistic medium and the prints are
archival. But for almost every other pur-
pose, digital photography is proving to
be the better choice. Many magazines
today are totally digital. Even paid ad-
vertisements must be submitted in digi-
tal form. Advances in resolution and
archival processing make most wet pro-
cesses obsolete.

A discussion of digital photography
can be divided into four general topics:
capture—how to get the photograph into
a digital form; storage—how to archive
and retrieve the digital image; edit—how
to modify the image for artistic purposes;
and publish—how to print or distribute
the finished image.

Also, this will be a personal story; I
will relate my own experiences in digital
photography. It is not intended to be a
complete and balanced treatise on the
subject, which could grow into a large
book. Instead, it is intended as an example
and a guide to those who may be new to
this rapidly expanding field of interest.

Part 1:
Capture Your Photographs

Today the photographer has three
ways to capture a digital image:  He can
scan the film (either a positive transpar-
ency or a negative) into a computer.  He
could have his films developed and
printed, then scan the printed images us-
ing a flatbed scanner. Or,  or he can use a
digital camera that records the image di-
rectly to a digital memory.

Let’s look at
film scanning first.

In 1994 I purchased a Nikon Coolscan
35mm film scanner  (since replaced with a
newer model). At the time, film scanning
was the best way to get a high quality
photograph into digital form. I had ac-
quired a fairly large inventory of 35mm
Kodachrome slides, and my first experi-
ences were to scan the best of those into
the computer.

The Nikon slide scanner transforms a
35mm Kodachrome slide into a 28 mega-

byte digital file. For images, we talk about
pixels (Picture Elements) rather than bytes.
When scanned, a slide image is separated
into three images based on the primary
colors, red, green, and blue. These are the
same colors that are created on a com-
puter monitor, hence the term RGB Moni-
tor. A pixel consists of three color dots of
red, green and blue. White is made up of a
combination of the three. Yellow is made
up of equal parts of red and green. In other
words, yellow is white minus blue. Con-
versely, blue is white minus red and green,
and therefore, white minus yellow.

Since we can express 256 levels (from
0 to 255) in an 8-bit byte, the scanner was
designed to provide for 256 levels of in-
tensity for each of the three colors. Thus,
any pixel being a combination of levels of
intensity for red, green, and blue would
require one byte for each of the three col-
ors. The 28 megabyte image is the equiva-
lent of 28 divided by 3 or 9.33 megapixels.

What does this mean? How many
megapixels is enough? It all depends upon
the intended purpose of the image. One
way to look at it is to think of creating a
print.

Professional printers—those who
want to create for sale or publication —
like to print an image using 300 dpi, or
dots per inch. That is the equivalent of
300 pixels per inch. Therefore, each
square inch of printed image requires
300X300 or 90,000 pixels. That yields a
very good quality print, and the human
eye could probably not tell the differ-
ence between a print at 300 dpi and one
at 600 dpi. But suppose you want to
print a photo of your baby or your
horse or your favorite vacation spot.
You want to look at it and not be dis-
turbed by the “fuzzy” quality of the im-
age. You probably do not need 300 dpi.
You can do a very good job at 180 dpi.
With that in mind, here is a table of how
many “megapixels” you require to
achieve a print of a given size.

Print Size Megapixels
4X6 0.8
5x7 1.1
8x10 2.6
11x14 5.0
16x20 10.4

So it is easy to think about printing
11x14 from a scanned 35mm transparency.
It works. The results are excellent.

But suppose you want to make post-
ers or very large enlargements of the pic-
tures. The scan from a 35mm image is not
good enough. You could use a large for-
mat camera, such as, a 2 1/4 by 2 1/4
Hasselblad. Then you could have an im-
age that has an area that is 3.8 times the
area of a 35mm transparency, and when
scanned, a file of 35 megapixels. I have
never done this, but I have seen the re-
sults of someone who has, and he
achieves print sizes of 30x40 inches.

If you don’t have a scanner or a digi-
tal camera and don’t want to buy either,
what do you do? Knowing that the digital
revolution is fast overtaking wet pro-
cesses, your local one-hour photo store
is likely to offer you the option of getting
your images scanned to a compact disk.
They can scan either transparencies or
negatives. I recently had three 36 expo-
sure rolls of negative (also called print
film) scanned to a CD for a cost of about
$100. Some of these images were to be
sent to a magazine where they would
be reproduced to a maximum size of
about 3 by 4 inches. The lab scanned
each exposure to an 18 megabyte (6
megapixel) file, which is not the maxi-
mum possible but, in this case, good
enough for these purposes. I suspect
the cost for scanning will be coming
down rapidly as more people want to
use their film cameras to produce digi-
tal images.

What about
digital cameras?

A few years ago, a popularly priced
digital camera could create images that
looked good if not enlarged to more than
5x7 inches. No more. Today’s popularly
priced digital camera produce images up
to 5 megapixels, approximately one- half
the “quality” of a well scanned 35mm
transparency. and can create very good
prints up to 11x14. By popularly priced, I
mean under $1,500. Professional cameras
can run to $30,000.

Which is better to use, a film camera
or a digital one? Image quality is not the
only question that determines which is
better. Quality is important, but so is cost,
convenience and ease of use.

The images that I had scanned at the
lab were taken at a party where celebrities
were present. Certain photos were very
important to capture. Also important were
the facial expressions of the folks in the
pictures. I needed a strong flash unit. With
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these requirements, I set aside the digital
camera and used a film camera instead.

Reason #1: Popularly priced digital cam-
eras come with a built in flash unit that runs
off the camera’s batteries. It is a weak flash
that works if the subject is within 8 feet
from the camera. I needed a flash unit that
would handle a distance of 20 feet.

Reason #2: When you press the shut-
ter, the camera starts to process the proper
settings for that particular picture. One of
these is focus. It can take up to a second
for all of this processing to complete. Be-
tween pressing the shutter and taking the
picture, the subject has changed facial
expression, blinked the eyes, or some-
thing else. What you see is not what you
get. I created a lot of ruined images before
I learned this lesson.

That was a few months ago, before I
acquired the Olympus E-10 camera. Unlike
most digital cameras, this particular camera
overcomes both of those problems. It al-
lows for manual overrides, an external flash,
and shutter delay can be reduced to a tenth
of a second. If I had owned this camera at
that time, I would have used it. (Olympus
has since announced the E-20N.)

So much discussion about digital cam-
eras focuses—excuse the pun—on “how
many megapixels does it have?” There are
other important considerations in picking
the digital camera that is best for you.

(1) How much image resolution do
you need? Three megapixels is probably
enough for even the serious amateur.
More is not always better.

(2) Does the camera use proprietary or
expensive batteries? Are they recharge-
able? Batteries are an important cost item.
How long will they last until they need to
be replaced? The number of pictures you
can take will depend on how much you use
flash.

(3) How many images will the camera
hold before you have to download? This
will depend on the size of the camera’s
memory, on how large (in pixels) each im-
age is. This is becoming less of a problem,
as flash memory cards can now contain
hundreds of images.

(4) What kind of a zoom lens do you
need? Many 35mm film cameras come with
interchangeable lenses, so you can go
from 18 mm to 1000 mm by zooming or
changing lenses. Most digital cameras
have fixed lenses, so you are limited to (a)
the zoom power of the attached lens or (b)
using supplementary lenses. Digital cam-
eras have fixed lenses for a reason: to seal
the camera and prevent dust from falling

on the photosensitive element, probably
a charge coupled device, or CCD, which
is the chip that substitutes for film.

(5) How long do you have to wait be-
tween successive shots? More pixels per
image means that the camera will take
longer to write to memory, and so will
cause a longer delay.

Popular digital cameras are loaded
with automatic features. They also include
software that will allow you to transfer
the images into your computer. Because
of the richness of features, learning to use
the camera may be daunting. The manual
that comes with the camera may become
your new best friend.

But if you take it seriously, you will be
richly rewarded.

Finally
To keep things simple, I made assump-

tions. I stated that 8 bits were sufficient to
represent a range of a particular color. This
is a kind of standard, but it is arbitrary,
and some users believe that 8 bits per
color is insufficient. Some professionals
use 10 or 12 bits per color, which requires
more memory.

If you are using only black and white,
you may use one or two bytes instead of
three to store the pixel, and the memory
requirement is reduced.

I have not yet mentioned scanning a
printed image. With a photographic print
and a flatbed scanner, you will get an im-
age quality depending on the quality and
size of the print, and the resolution of your
scanner. Consider scanning an 8x10 im-
age at 200dpi. That will give you an image
size of 3.2 megapixels—clearly a good
amount of data to work with, but not equal
to having scanned the original film. The
print does not have the same level of
detail. Nevertheless, you may be sur-
prised at how good it really is, so do
not dismiss the approach. You can
achieve an image that is very close to
the quality of the original. If there are
scratches or bad areas on the print, you
can even improve on it by using a photo
editor.

If the printed image is from a book or
magazine it is not an original photographic
print. It has already been created with a
screen of pixels. Screening it again will
create mioré patterns which will be diffi-
cult to eliminate. However, if you are plan-
ning to reduce the image size you can get
a very acceptable copy.

To summarize, you can capture your
digital image using a film camera & scan-
ner, or you can use a digital camera. The

quality you need is governed by how you
intend to use the result. For amateurs, you
can still get the best quality by using film
and a scanner, but with improvements in
technology, digital cameras now provide
all the quality most people really need.
And new digital cameras are being devel-
oped which will exceed the quality avail-
able from equivalent film cameras.

In the next sections, we will discuss
how we store and retrieve our images. In
following sections, how we edit and im-
prove them with photo-editing software
and how we print and display them.
RICHARD TEN DYKE is a member of Danbury
Area Computer Society who has had a long
interest in both photography and computers.
He started his photogr aphy career with a
Leica IIIC in 1952, and his computer career
working with an ERA 1103 in 1956. He
currently is retired from IBM and resides in
Bedford, New York. You can reach him at
tendyke@bedfordny.com..

Copyright © 2002 Richard P. Ten Dyke

DACS.DOC

Smart advertisers
reach over

1000
active computer

users
and software buyers
by taking advantage

of the attractive
advertising rates in

When dining at the

DACS Resource Center,

please carry your

leftovers out with you.

Thanks!
     The

      management



http://www.dacs.org6 • Nov. 2002

DACS HAD A TABLE at the com
puter fair held on Sunday Octo
ber 13 th  at the O’Neil Center on

the West Conn campus. Cogan Computer
Fairs (www.coganfairs.com), who sponsor
the fairs, donated the table
so we could evangelize the
benefits of DACS member-
ship. Thanks go to Al Vale,
Marc Cohen, George
Krampetz, and Tom
McCarthy who staffed the
booth. They passed out
back issues of DACS.DOC
and answered questions
from people attending the
fair. The booth was also a
welcome place to rest my weary feet when I
finished my shopping.

Cogan Fairs hosts these computer
fairs all over Connecticut, plus Rhode Is-
land and Massachusetts. The vendors at
the fairs offer some of the lowest prices
anywhere on computers and accessories.
This time my shopping list included books
(I found three at more than 50% off list), a
400 watt power supply to upgrade my
server (found one at about one half of the
prices I saw online) and a back battery for
one of my older computers (no one had
it). I would not suggest these shows to a
computer neophyte, but for the typical
DACS member they can be a great re-
source. Here are a few suggestions if you
plan to go to a fair:

1.  Make a shopping list—the more de-
tailed the better. It’s easy to forget items,
buy the wrong stuff or just get distracted
from your mission in the hubbub of a busy
fair.

2.  Once you know what
you want, look online to see
what prices are from other
vendors – not everything at
a fair is a bargain. Be aware
of what you are buying;
some of the merchandise is
used or closeout. I saw a 23”
monitor for $400; even used,
this sounds like a bargain to
me.

3.  Don’t buy from the
first booth you see. Walk around the
fair and compare prices; if it’s a big fair
take notes as you go.

4.  Have fun. These fairs are com-
puter bazaars (both spellings) and you
will see many interesting items you had
no idea you wanted or needed. Just
keep point #1 in mind and don’t get car-
ried away!

Just because you missed the fair in
Danbury doesn’t mean you need to wait
for the next one here. If you are in the
market for a new computer or monitor, a
drive to Waterbury or even Hartford can
be well worth the trip.

JIM SCHEEF is DACS president.

DACS goes to the Fair
By Jim Scheef

Computer Shopping

Hosting the DACS table, from left: George Krampetz, Marc Cohen, Al Vale

New Members
8/21 thru 9/20

Rik Cousins

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your

mailing label reads

EXP 8/2002

or earlier

You need to renew your

DACS membership

NOW

Directors’ Notes, from page 3
present, he participated in the further
proceedings of the meeting.

DACS participation in the Cogan
Computer Fair to be held at the O’Neill
Center of WesConn on October 13th
was addressed. A table at said fair
would be available to DACS at no cost,
but such participation would involve
certain contractual obligations regard-
ing continuous presence, passes for
those participating, etc. Jim Scheef an-
nounced that four or five volunteers to
man the table had been recruited and
the ergonomics of covering the table
and reimbursement of any expenses
encountered were discussed. It was
determined that DACS would partici-
pate.

Also discussed was the recent oc-
currence of an unauthorized entrance
to the RC, probably in connection with
restoration of phone service disrupted
by remodeling of the entrance area to
the building, but unverified. Possible
alternatives were explored without any
definitive conclusions.

Briefly considered were communica-
tion with APCUG regarding personnel
changes and the possibility of encour-
aging membership participation in so-
cial activities and with the establishment
of a protocol regarding accession to the
offices of the corporation. Also briefly
broached was increasing the effective-
ness of placing copies of the newslet-
ter at public libraries or expanding such
placement and the advisability of plac-
ing any limitations on attendance at SIG
meetings.

LARRY BUOY
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NOTICE
To the Membership of Danbury Area Computer Society (DACS):

DACS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization incorporated in the State of Connecticut with Bylaws last revised on October 31,
1993. In a recent examination of these Bylaws, we noted several possible conflicts with established practices in electing
members of the board and setting their terms of office. While this does not affect the legality of our existence or jeopardize our
standing as a 501(c)(3), it just means that we are not operating according to the rules set down and agreed upon by the
membership at large when the organization was founded or when the membership at large approved modifications to the
Bylaws.

At a recent board meeting, a committee was established to propose revisions to the Bylaws. The affected paragraphs
are listed below. The clauses or phrases to be deleted are highlighted in bold and underlined. Specifically, these remove
restrictions on serving consecutive terms of office and on board members serving as officers. There is also one replace-
ment change—officers’ terms have been changed to start April 1s t rather than January 1s t—to allow the board more time to
identify and recruit officer candidates. It is shown in italics.

The full Bylaws of the organization will be posted on the DACS website. These modifications will be presented for
approval to the membership at large at the annual meeting, to be held concurrently with the December General Meeting.
After the vote upon the revisions to the Bylaws, the regularly scheduled elections of the Board of Directors will be held.

Board of Directors
16. Authority, number, term and qualification. The business, property and affairs of the Corporation shall be managed

by or under the direction of the Board of Directors. The Board may exercise all such authority and powers of the Corpora-
tion and do all such lawful acts and things as are not by statute or the Certificate of Incorporation or by these Bylaws
directed or required to be exercised or done by members. The Corporation shall have not less than three directorships. The
number of directorships may be changed by resolution of the members or of the Board or, in the absence thereof, shall be
the number of directors elected at the last annual meeting of members. Each director shall hold office for the term for which
he or she is elected except that no director shall serve more than two consecutive terms and until his successor shall have
been duly elected and shall have qualified; provided, however, that a director shall cease to be in office upon: (i) death; (ii)
his or her resignation; (iii) his or her removal from office in accordance with these Bylaws, or any other lawful removal from
office; or (iv) an order of a court that, by reason of incompetency or any other lawful cause, he or she is no longer a
director in office. Directors need not be residents of the State of Connecticut.

Recommended Modification: Delete except that no director shall serve more than two consecutive terms
Reason for change - to permit a director to serve more than two consecutive terms. The director must still be
elected by the membership at large for each additional term.

Officers
26.  Number, qualification, term and election.

(A) There shall be a Chairperson of the Board (who shall be a member of the Board) who shall serve for a term of one year.
The Chairperson shall be elected by the Board of Directors at its December meeting and shall preside at meetings of the Board.

(B) The officers of the Corporation shall be a President and a Secretary. There may also be a Chairman of the Board
(who must be a member of the Board), a Vice President, a Treasurer, an Assistant Treasurer and such other officers as shall
be appointed in accordance with these Bylaws. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person, except the
offices of President and Secretary. The officers of the Corporation who shall not be directors shall each be elected by the
Board of Directors for a term of one year commencing on January 1 April 1 . Each officer shall hold office for the term for
which he or she is elected except that no officer shall serve more than two consecutive terms and, in the case of the
President or Secretary, until his or her successor shall have been duly elected and shall have qualified, provided, however,
that an officer shall cease to be in office upon: (i) death; (ii) his or her resignation; (iii) his or her removal from office in
accordance with these Bylaws, or any other lawful removal from office; or (iv) an order of a court that, by reason of
incompetency or any other lawful cause, he or she is no longer an officer in office.

Recommended Modification: Delete who shall not be directors
Reason for change - implies that an officer may not be a director.

Replace January 1  with April 1
Reason for change - to give the board more time  to identify and  recruit candidates for officer positions.

Delete that no officer shall serve more than two consecutive terms and,
Reason for change - to permit an officer to serve more than two terms.
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AT THE OCTOBER DACS general
meeting, Gene Barlow covered all
the aspects of managing hard

drives. He made a dry subject interesting
enough to sustain the attention of the mem-
bers that gathered at the Radisson Hotel.
Gene and his wife Linda travel, visiting user
groups throughout the entire U.S. They talk
mostly about Power Quest’s Partition Magic
and Drive Image, as well as Access Data’s
Secure Clean and Wipe Drive.

Gene started his presentation by ex-
plaining the progression of the Windows
operating system from Windows 95 to XP.
According to Gene, there are little differ-
ences between XP for home users and XP
Professional for business users. Gene
granted that the operating system has
much improved over the years and is at
its top with the latest version of XP.

He explained how best to migrate from
an earlier version of Windows to XP. Us-
ing Partition Magic, users can choose
whether to do a clean install or an up-
grade install. A clean install is to start with
a formatted drive or, even better, a new
computer. An upgrade will install on top
of the present operating system. An up-
grade could go smoothly and a computer
can function perfectly under the new sys-

tem. However, it could also go very wrong
and nothing on the computer work prop-
erly. A complete back-up is therefore a must,
before attempting any upgrade. An alter-
nate solution is to keep the present system
and install the newer version onto another
drive. Gene explained how to create a sec-
ond primary drive, using Partition Magic to
make a clean install.  This is where Partition
Magic by Power Quest comes in very
handy. It creates, deletes and organizes
partitions at will. By having the new sys-
tem and the old system side by side, the
transition to the new operating system is
smoothed out. The first step is to make two
copies of the original operating system, then
upgrade to XP by creating a second pri-
mary with Partition Magic. He also demon-
strated how to switch from an older version
of Windows to XP by using Partition
Magic’s BootMagic.

Gene stated that the usual life time of
a hard disk is two to three years. He de-
scribed the different types of media avail-
able for hard drive backups, with their re-
spective disadvantages. The Internet,
tape drives, CD drives and Network drives
are all slow processes. The cartdrige can
be an expensive media to use. Another
hard drive is the best solution to backing

Meeting Review

Get Back Up by Backing Up
By Marlène Gaberel

up a hard drive. Drive Image 2002 comes
into the picture, using cross back-ups by
using each drive to back up each other in
a condensed format. Those image back-
ups can be copied to a CD on a regular
basis. Barlow recommends doing a full
hard-disk back-up once a month, with im-
portant data backed-up as often as they
are important to the user. Data Keeper can
be used to back-up data on a regular ba-
sis. Gene demonstrated a back-up on his
computer using Drive Image.

Also mentioned briefly were two other
products by Access Data, which special-
izes in police-type software that breaks
encryption for law enforcement. Wipe
Clean makes an exact number of “passes”
on a hard drive to completely eliminate
data. Gene pointed out that just reformat-
ting a drive will not necessarily remove
critical data. A drive needs to be totally
erased. Gene said that Wipe Clean is called
“The Bulldozer.” Also mentioned was Se-
cure Clean, which deletes specific data that
a user wants to remove from a drive, not a
complete delete of a drive.

Gene Barlow also talked briefly about
the educational CD he authored on the
subject of maintaining, organizing and
understanding your hard disk. His pre-
sentation was a rather interesting discus-
sion and chock-full of useful details. More
details can be found on Gene’s web site at
http://www.ugr.com/products.html.
Marlène Gaberel  is a DACS board member
and VP for Public Relations. You can e-mail
her at: marlene_gaberel @yahoo.com.

MEDAL OF HONOR Allied
Assault (MOHAA)  is a
must have for any WWII

history buff or a first per-
son shooter. It is so far
the greatest that I have
seen.

In MOHAA you
start off as Lieutenant
Mike Powell in the 2nd
ranger battalion, in the
1942 preparation for the
landings in Africa. You
and a group of rangers
lead the invasion by a
few hours and go in and
severely disrupt the Af-
rica Corps. Here you meet up with a S.A.S
Agent and you complete your mission to-

gether. Then you move on to Norway and
you go in  undercover as a German officer
and destroy a German u-boot. Now that

you have disrupted the
German Navy, the land-
ings at Normandy can
commence. You go with
the 2nd ranger battalion
and land at the Charlie
sector of Omaha beach.
This part of the action is
worth the price of the
game alone. It looks ex-
actly like the Omaha
scene in Saving Private
Ryan. Once you get
onto the bluff you land

in the thick hedge groves of Northern
France. The fighting here is intense. You

must battle small towns and large cities.
As the fighting ends in Northern France
you move down to the Siegfried line in
Germany. Here you must rescue a group
of POW's in an old mustard gas pro-
ducing facility. Then you must lay
bombs and blow up the whole facility.
Mission accomplished, the war and
game are then over for you.

 I think they could have stuck some
more missions in the game, but then I
played the multiplayer off gamespy (http:/
/www.gamespy.com

The game is incredibly awesome. It
has to be ten times better than
America’s Army game. All the servers
work, and there are many choices to the
maps you get.

A perfect 10.

For more info go to http://mohaa.
ea.com/. The rating is Teen.

JOSHUA is the son of Marlène Gaberel, and a
budding military strategist.

Games

Joshua at the Battle of Normandy
By Joshua Gaberel
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AT ITS NOVEMBER 5TH general
meeting, DACS is pleased to wel-
come Alan Chitlik, Microsoft

representative. The meeting will take place
at the Danbury Hospital Auditorium,
starting at 7:00pm with the customary
questions and answers session, followed
by some brief announcements. The
formal presentation is scheduled to start
at 8:00pm.

Microsoft will show some of its latest
products for the 2002 holiday shopping
season. Live demos will include Picture
It! Digital Image Pro; Tablet PC, Pocket
PC and several games:
Links2003 and Age of
Mythology. In addition,
you’ll see some tips and
tricks about Windows XP
and hear briefly about the
rest of the products in the
holiday lineup.

One product pre-
sented will be Picture It, a
program to manipulate
digital pictures, with the
following features:

• Powerful Tools. Pic-
ture It! offers advanced
tools from batch process-
ing and AdobeR
Photoshop Filter Plug-in
support to Fill Flash and Backlighting con-
trols for precise yet fast photo correction.

• You can fix, organize, and print pho-
tos fast. The Mini Lab and Gallery tools
make it quick and easy to bring in a sev-
eral pictures at a time, make them perfect,
and organize them so they are easy to find
and use.

• It’s easy to get started and use. You
can use photos from just about anywhere-
a digital camera, a picture CD, scanner,
hard drive, or the Web. With the new file
browser, additional file menus, and the new
startup window, it will take even less time
to correct all of your photos.

• Photo templates and projects help
you create like a Professional. Picture It!
Digital Image Pro includes 3000 pre-cre-
ated templates forletterheads, business
cards, presentations, web photo albums,
photo cards, frames, calendars, magazine
covers, web photo albums, and more. You
just supply the picture and make profes-
sional-quality results.

A new product that Microsoft will
demonstrate is the Tablet PC, a device that
provides the full power and functionality
of today’s notebook PCs, with all the fea-
tures of Windows XP Professional and
the added capabilities of pen-based com-
puting. It lets users combine the simplic-
ity of pen and paper with the power of the
PC. In addition to using a keyboard and
mouse, one can write directly on the
screen using a digital pen, take handwrit-
ten notes with digital ink and save them
using Windows Journal, a note-taking util-
ity that comes with Windows XP Tablet

PC Edition. With
Windows Journal,
you can also:

• Format hand-
written ink to em-
phasize ideas and
personalize your
notes.

• Search all of
your handwritten
notes using key-
words to locate in-
formation quickly.

• Convert your
handwritten notes
into typed text.

• Mark up al-
most any document

with handwritten notes
without making changes to that document.

Also to be demonstrated is the Pocket
PC, a PDA which offers choices for com-
municating and accessing personal and
corporate information to stay in touch and
informed.

Alan also will show the latest ad-
vancements in Pocket PCs, such as
Toshiba’s GENIO e550G, which inte-
grate a package of productivity tools
supported by the Intel PXA250
(XScale) 400MHz processor. Pocket
versions of Microsoft Word, Excel, Out-
look, Internet Explorer and the Windows
Media Player are all integrated into the
GENIO e-series. It features two of the
latest advances in expansion slots: an
SD slot for the Secure Digital Input-Out-
put card and SD memory card and a CF-
II slot for compact flash cards. Toshiba
and numerous third-party developers
support these slots with diverse appli-
cations, including memory cards,

802.11b wireless networking cards, modem
cards, and Bluetooth T-cards. Also to be
shown is how to connect this Pocket PC
to a wireless network.

To close the presentation, two games
will be presented:

LinksR 2003:  The newest version of
this best-selling golf series takes players
to six all-new championship courses, with
realistic control over every shot, with the
all-new real-time swing. You can create
your own character and play against some
of the hottest pros and then design your
home course with the Arnold Palmer
Course Designer and share it online.

The other game to be demonstrated is
the Age of Mythology which transports
players to a time when heroes did battle
with monsters of legend and the gods in-
tervened in the affairs of mortal men. Play-
ers wage war using human armies and di-
plomacy, progress through development
ages, enhance military and economic per-
formance with improvements, and man-
age economics through resource gather-
ing and trade. Mythology enters the mix
when players call upon the gods to act on
their behalf or reinforce their armies with
more than 35 mythological creatures.

Ensemble Studios’ new 3-D engine
adds a deep richness of graphical detail
and creates a unique new title based on
the ancient cultural history of the Greek,
Norse, and Egyptian mythologies, which
are divided into nine detailed civilizations.

The software, hardware and games to
be shown have the promise to make the
November DACS general meeting a very
entertaining and interesting one. In addi-
tion, Microsoft is saying that cool door
prizes will be raffled after the presenta-
tion. See you there!

Marlène Gaberel  is a DACS board member
and VP for Public Relations. You can e-mail
her at: marlene_gaberel @yahoo.com.

Next Meeting

Top Picks from Microsoft
By Marlène Gaberel
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES: November 2002

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft
Access database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  Nov 8

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops OS/
2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Don Pearson, 914 669-9622 (pearson@attglobal.net).
Meets on Wednesday of the week following the General Meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., at Don Pearson's office, North Salem, NY.
Next meeting: Nov 13

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@ntplx.net). Meets
on last Wednesday, 7p.m., at Best Photo Imaging, Brookfield.
Next Meeting: Nov 27

INTERNET PROGRAMMING. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net. Meets on 1st Wednes-
day, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Members' suggestions are welcome.
Next Meeting: Nov 6

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment strat-
egies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: Nov 21

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. Nov also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (bkeane.nai@rcn.com) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 20

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Nov 14

SMALL BUSINESS. All aspects of small business
management.
Contact:  Matthew Greger, 203 748-2919,(matthewg@
thebusinesshelper.com).
Meets on last Wednesday, 1-3  p.m.
Next Meeting: Nov 27

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 6

VOICE FOR JOANIE. Provides and supports people with Lou
Gehrig's disease with special PC computer equipment.
Contact: Shirley Fredlund,  203 770-6203 (voiceforjoanie
@juno.com).
Next Meeting: Look for announcements.

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Nov 25

Visual Basic. We spent most of the October meeting dis-
cussing random access questions, which was a good
thing because neither Chuck nor I had anything planned.
The discussion was lively and fun. The central problem
was how to convert documents produced on a Windows
2000 server to Adobe Acrobat without human interven-
tion. Of course that’s a little over simplified, so the prob-
lem made for interesting discussion.

The next meeting will be W ednesday Nov ember 6th at
7pm in the DACS Resource Center.

Server. The planned topic for October was printing from
Linux. Unfortunately the SIG members who had volun-
teered to demonstrate how to set up a printer could not
make it that nite. So we stumbled thru and managed to
set up my laptop running Red Hat 7.2 to print on the HP
LaserJet in the resource center over the network. The
test pages we printed seemed to cut off text at the top of
the page, so our configuration needs some additional
tweaking.

The remainder of the time we discussed DNS (domain
name service) on Linux using the BIND program. I am not
at all convinced that my installation is working correctly.
More research is needed and that is the direction for our
next meeting when we will discuss more on DNS and
more on SAMBA.

The next meeting will be Thursday November 14th at 7pm
in the DACS Resource Center. See you there.

Internet Programming. The discussion at the October
meeting centered on how application security can be
implemented in .NET. The various options provide by
.NET seem to be intended for use in different situations.
While there are several options, they are not a complete
solution out of the box.

The next meeting will be Wednesday November 6th at
4pm in the DACS Resource Center. Bring a snack or split
a pizza before the VB SIG meeting.
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Digital Audio

THIS IS A QUESTION that will give
you a different response from any
two individuals you ask!  I can say

that I have tried at least 90% of the
programs out there, big, small, and in
between, and for my purposes have
settled on two programs that I have pur-
chased in order to get the full functional-
ity each offers. They are AudioStation,
by Voyetra, and MusicMatch  Jukebox by
MusicMatch. You can download free ver-
sions of these programs at their respec-
tive web sites:

www.voyetra.com - Audio Station 6

www.musicmatch.com -  MMJB 7.2

I also have loaded on my machine
the free versions of WMP 8, Quicktime
, and RealOne  to stream video and play
any secured material I have downloaded
that uses these formats. Another must
have is WinAmp  (www.winamp.com).
WinAmp is free, small, and takes the
least amount of CPU power to utilize. It
is very customizable, but doesn't cata-
log or organize your files. It is best used
for playback of downloaded mp3s or
mp3-based Internet Radio stations.

How do I "ripp" a CD?
To "ripp" a CD to your hard drive,

you'll need to install one of the players
mentioned above and register with the
music catalog service it uses. This is
usually GraceNote™ (formerly CBBB)
or All Music™. During the program in-
stallation you will be asked if you wish
to use the service of "XXX" to find track
names, artists, etc. Answer yes, and
then follow the program's instructions.

Next set up the jukebox program's
Recording preferences. The preferences
will usually default to whatever format
the company making the player is push-
ing (WMP defaults to WMA, MMJB
defaults to MP3, RealOne to Real Juke-
box format). In each program there will
be a way to choose your own prefer-
ences. Some of the preferences to ex-
amine are:

• File Format (wave, MP3, WMA, RJX)
I recommend MP3

by Frank Powers
• BitRate (160kbps, 128kbps, 64kbps,

etc. - or in some programs, CD Quality,
Near CD Quality, etc.)  MP3 encoders
also allow for both CBR and VBR (vari-
able bit rate) encoding. CBR (constant
bit rate) keeps the bitrate you choose
constant throughout the recording. The
VBR format tries to determine the most
important bits to record and assigns a
higher bitrate to what it deems the most
essential parts of the file. I have found
that many programs— especially net-
work and portable players—do not do
well with VBR recordings. The symp-
tom must often heard is a "chirping"
sound.

I recommend 160kbps CBR (Constant
Bit Rate).

• Recording Directory (by default
this is usually C:/My Documents/My
Music).

I recommend making a My Music di-
rectory on your hard drive with the larg-
est amount of available space.

• Play while recording—I recommend
turning this off to speed the time it takes
to ripp the tracks. If this option is left on,
the CD will ripp tracks in real time.

Table 1 shows how to find the Re-
cording Preferences in the most popu-
lar programs:

Once you have set up the jukebox
for recording the process is very simple.

• Insert the CD you want to "ripp" into
your CD drive.

• Let the jukebox go out to the catalog
service and populate the album name, art-
ist, track title, and genre.

• Make any changes to the informa-
tion the lookup service provides. We'll
talk more on this in the next section.

• Press the Record button.

• Sit back and watch your digital li-
brary grow. ☺

What about ID tags?
The MP3 format offers the largest

number of available fields that are directly
saved in the audio file. MP3 tags can be in
either Level 1 or Level 2 format. Level 1
tags (ID3l1) are stored at the beginning of
a file and level 2 tags are stored at the end
of an mp3 file. Level 2 tags store the most
information and some of the additional
fields include album art and artist URL.
Most current programs read and write both
level 1 and 2 ID3 tags. I recommend sav-

ing information in the level 2 tag format if
you are given a choice. WMA and wave
files can also save information in the
file, but the fields available and stan-
dards to write the tags into the file struc-
ture are not as standardized as mp3 tags.
Table 2 is a list of the information saved
in various file formats by AudioStation:

You can see that MP3s offer the
greatest amount of fields that are saved
in the file itself. WMA and Wave file

tag information is saved in the jukebox
library, but if you have to migrate to
another OS or reformat your hard drive
you will lose all that information. Not
so with MP3 files. You can add the in-
formation once and be assured it will
be there if you ever have to reinstall the
files from a backup.

How can I best use ID tags
to organize my library?
If you utilize one of the music catalog

services mentioned earlier when you
"ripp" your CDs to digital format, most of
the information you gather from these web

Building a Digital Library - Part Two
Getting the Music on Your Hard Drive

What program should I use?

  MP3 WMA Wave 

Title Y Y Y 

Artist Y Y N 

Preference Y Y Y 

Genre Y Y Y 

Album Y Y Y 

Track # Y Y Y 

Artwork Y Y N 
Promo URL Y N N 

Artist URL Y N N 

Year Y N N 

Composer Y N N 

Table 2

J u k e b o x  M e n u   F o r m a t  
D e f a u l t  

F u l l  M P 3  O p t i o n  

W i n d o w s  M e d i a  P l a y e r  8  –  T o o l s -> O p t i o n s - > C o p y  M u s i c  W M A  $ 9 . 9 5  d o w n l o a d  
M u s i c M a t c h  J u k e B o x  O p t i o n s  ->  R e c o r d e r  ->  S e t t i n g s  M P 3  F r e e  M P 3  t o  3 2 0 k b p s  

–  M P 3 P r o  $ 1 9 . 9 5  
d o w n l o a d  

A u d i o S t a t i o n  O p t i o n s- >  P r e f e r e n c e s  ->  R e c o r d i n g  W M A  $ 1 9 . 9 5  d o w n l o a d  
R e a l O n e  C D  P l a y e r - > S a v e  C D  T r a c k s - > C h a n g e  

S e t t i n g s  
R e a l P l a y e r  o n l y  $ 2 9 . 9 5  

M o n t h l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  
( w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  f u l l  
p l a y e r )  @  $ 9 . 9 5  /  
m o n t h  

 Table 1
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based services will immediately help you
find and play any of your tracks, artists,
and/or albums. There are several decisions
you should make before getting too
many of your CDs into digital format.
The most important decisions involve
how you will handle groups with mul-
tiple names, groups beginning with
"The", and how broad or specific you
want your genres to be. This subject is
very personal and there is no "right"
way to do it. The important thing to do
is devise a method that you are com-
fortable with and then stick to it. For
example, when you ripp a Beatles CD
will the artist name be The Beatles or
Beatles. Will you look for Eric Clapton
by Eric or Clapton. Do you want to be
able to find all of your Rock songs, or

do you want more specific genres like Clas-
sic Rock and Country Rock. As a guide
here is what I've done.

• I remove all the "The"s that
GraceNote puts in artist names. So my art-
ists are Beatles, Cars, Byrds, Benny
Goodman Trio, not The Beatles, The Cars,
The Byrds, or The Benny Goodman Trio.

• I Search for artists by the first name I
know them by. So Eric Clapton is found
under E not C.

• I break up genres for which I have a
lot of music. So in Rock I have Classic
Rock, Country Rock, Alternative Rock,
Metal, Rockabilly, Soul, and Oldies, but in
a genre like Classical, where I don't have a
large number of files, I don't sub-divide
the genre at all.

Table 3 provides a list of my genres
that you can use to generate some ideas
on how you can organize your library.
Remember, what works for me may not
work for you, so this list is not set in stone.
The important thing is to pick a system
and then stick to it.

My scheme is just that, my scheme.
It is just how I think about music, so
feel free to change whatever you like.
There is a standardized genre list for
mp3 files. This is the listing of genres
that will be returned to you when you
insert a CD and the software goes out
to Gracenote or All Music. I have al-
tered the standards in my library, but
you can have excellent results just us-
ing the genres assigned by Gracenote.
For instance, Newgrass is my inven-
tion— you won't see it inserted when
using the Gracenote or All Music ser-
vices. Most programs will allow you to
change the genre inserted by the web
either before or after you ripp the CD if,
like me, you decide that General Rock is
not how you want to categorize your
Eric Clapton songs.

Another thing to note, is that in my
scheme the same artist can appear in mul-
tiple genres. The original Little Feat is in
Classic Rock, while the modern band is in
Rock. Enya is in Celtic and New Age. This
works for me, but remember, you decide
what will work best for you!

What is a Playlist
and how do I make one?
A Playlist is basically a roadmap to a

collection of digital files stored on your
hard drive. The files themselves do NOT
exist in the playlist, but their location is
stored in the playlist file. The playlist it-
self can usually be opened with a text edi-
tor such as Notepad™.  Playlists have
various file extensions such as m3u, pls,
asx, rjx, etc. The most popular format for
MP3 files is m3u. The others are all basi-
cally the same, but associate themselves
with different players and compressed
formats. Here is a brief breakdown:

• M3U - MP3 file format and players
such as AudioStation, MusicMatch Juke-
box, and WinAmp 2.8 and above. Used
by most portable MP3 players.

• PLS - Typically associated with
WinAmp versions below 2.80, but they
can usually be read by other jukeboxes.
Used by some portable players.

• ASX - A Windows Media playlist
format that can be read by most jukebox
programs and players.

Genre Artists like 
Alternative Rock Spin Doctors, Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Beatlesque Beatles, Paul McCartney, Badfinger 
Big Band Benny Goodman, Woody Herman 
Bluegrass Doc Watson, Stanley Brothers 
Blues Leadbelly, Sonny Terry & Brownie McGee, BB King 
Blues Rock Eric Clapton, Bonnie Raitt, Stevie Ray Vaughan 
Celtic Loreena McKennitt, Enya 
Childrens Burl Ives, Nat King Cole, Sesame Street 
Classic Rock Jimi Hendrix, Cream, Grand Funk Railroad 
Classical Horowitz, London Symphony 
Comedy Anything funny 
Country Merle Haggard, Tammy Wynette 
Country Rock Byrds, CSNY, Poco 
Country Swing Asleep at The Wheel, Hillbilly Jazz 
Dance Madonna, Brittany Spears, Mariah Carey 
Disco Donna Summer, ABBA 
Electronic Bjork  
Folk Weavers, Burl Ives, Woody Guthrie 
Folk Rock Bob Dylan, Indigo Girls, Jewel 
Folklore Madrigals, Early American Music, Gregorian Chants 
Funk Wild Cherry, Curtis Mayfield, Prince 
Fusion Al Dimeola, Earl Klugh 
Gospel Mahialla Jackson 
Holiday Christmas, Halloween, Hanukah 
Hip Hop Ice T, Will smith 
Jam Bands Grateful Dead, New Riders, Allman Brothers 
Jazz Charlie Parker, George Benson, Miles Davis 
Latin Serena, Lou Bega, Gloria Estafan 
New Age Enya, Enigma, Bruce BekVar 
New Wave Prince, Elvis Costello, Blondie 
Newgrass New Grass Revival, Bela Fleck, Tony Rice 
Oldies Ventures, Beach Boys, Little Anthony 
Original My songs and family recordings 
Patriotic If its patriotic it goes here – Star Spangled Banner etc 
Reggae Bob Marley 
Rock Little Feat, Paul Simon, Sting 
Rockabilly Stray Cats, Danny Gatton 
Ska Specials, English Beat 
Soul Temptations, Diana Ross 
Soundtrack Movies 
Speech Historical speeches 
Swing Nat King Cole, Louis Prima, Frank Sinatra 
World Greek songs, French ballads 

Table 3
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• RJX - Real Jukebox format that is not
transportable to other players. Used by
very few portable players.

Basically, if you have an option,
choose to save your playlists in m3u or
asx formats. Here's what a typical m3u file
looks like:

D:\My Documents\My Music\New
Grass Revival\New Grass Revival\When
The Storm Is Over.mp3

D:\My Documents\My Music\Tape &
Vinyl MP3\Sunburst - wave.mp3

D:\My Documents\My Music\Alison
Krauss & Union Station\New Favorite\Let
Me Touch You For Awhile.mp3

E:\My Documents\My Music\Down
loaded mp3\Press Play Hits\Keep My Love
There (while I'm gone - for Christy) - Claire
Lynch.mp3

D:\My Documents\My Music\MP3\
Seven.mp3

D:\My Documents\My Music\Various
Artists\Frank's Bluegrass #5\If You’re Ever
In Oklahoma - Clair Lynch & The Front
Porch String Band.mp3

D:\My Documents\My Music\Country
Gazette\Hello Operator, This Is Country
Gazette\Highland Dream.mp3

As you can see, the m3u file is just a
text file giving the drive and directory path
to the song.

Playlists are one of the most useful
and powerful tools that you gain when
you convert your collection of music to
your computer's hard drive. Your playlist
can vary in length from a few songs to
make a compilation CD, to hundreds of
songs to play for an all day party.

With a playlist you can:

• Create a list of songs in a specified
order for playback on your computer, por-
table player, and/or network player.

• Easily change the songs in a playlist
and the order in which they will play.

• Start your compilation CDs as a
playlist. Listen to the track order, etc and
make any changes before burning your
CD. Even use the playlist as a copy of the
CD you've burned. It can be used on your
computer's jukebox, portable player, or
network player.

• Make party sets and time them for
specific events. For instance, create a 59-
minute playlist that you start at 11PM on
New Years Eve. When the music stops
you know it's 11:59 - time to watch the
Times Square Ball fall!  You could even
record an announcement telling all your
guests that they have one minute to go!

AudioStation Playlists
Making a playlist is easy. In AudioStation, click on New Playlist, name the playlist file,

and then either drag files into the right pane, or scroll through your Title, Albums, Artists,
Genres, or even other Playlists and use the Send To button to add them to the playlist.

MusicMatch Playlists
In MusicMatch Jukebox the playlist window is on the top right, and you can drag

files from the library, or right click on a file and add it to the current playlist window.

In this example I asked the program to give me one hour of songs that have a
genre of Bluegrass, and are by either Mark O'Conner or Mark Schatz.  After clicking
on the Preview button in the lower right, I am presented with a list of songs MMJB
has found.  If I want to accept the picks, I would click on the Get Tracks button, or
I could refine or add to my search criteria.

There are times when I just don't know what I want to hear specifically, or when I feel
that I keep adding the same songs to my playlists over and over again.  That's when
MusicMatch's Auto DJ™ feature comes in handy.  Here's what it looks like:
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How do I make a compilation CD?
The programs I have suggested will all burn a compilation CD of the tracks you have

stored in your digital library.  You will need a CD Recordable drive and blank media in
addition to the jukebox player and stored songs.  If you have developed a system for
finding your music, as I suggested earlier, then finding the songs to add to the CD should
be no problem.

AudioStation and MusicMatch also have a tool which will level the volume of the
tracks to a consistent loudness.  This feature is very useful when combining songs from
different CDs.  Basically applying "AutoGain™" or "Volume Leveling™, will keep you from
reaching for the volume control every time a new track plays.  Commercial CDs are recorded
at different volumes, and although the songs from a single CD will sound balanced, when
you combine songs from multiple CDs they often have wide swings in the volume between
tracks.  AutoGain and Volume Leveling are available in AudioStation's and MusicMatch's
full (read - paid) versions. This feature alone is usually worth the price of the upgrade from
the free version.  In addition, the free versions of many programs limit the speed your CD
recorder can burn a CD.

Using MusicMatch
Here's what you need to do using MusicMatch Jukebox:

•  Open MusicMatch and maximize the Library View.

•  Select songs that you wish to add to the CD from the library by dragging them to
the Playlist window.

Burning Compilation CDs

• After you have selected the songs you want on the CD, click the Burn button
located at the bottom of the Playlist window.

• Notice that the jukebox calculates the amount of time used and the time remaining.
You can always go back and add more songs, change their order, or if you have too
many songs for the size of blank CD you are using, remove songs.

• You will also be presented with some options the first time you burn a CD.  These
options can be changed at any time, by pressing the Options button on the top toolbar
and then selecting Settings.  Here's how they look in MMJB:

• Your CD Recorder and maximum
speed will be selected.  The first time you
burn a CD MMJB will want to do a test
burn to determine the max speed.  Go ahead
and let it do it if you aren't sure your CD
Recorder is reliable.  If you have made
CDs with it before, skip this step and se-
lect Write Only.

• I recommend you also select Close
CD after burn.  This closes the CD ses-
sion and insures you cannot write any
more data to the CD.

• If you have an old system, P1 or very
slow Celeron, and experience "Buffer un-
der runs", then try selecting Cache to hard
disk.  This option creates an image of the
CD on your hard drive and then writes the
image to CD.

• Once you have everything set - hit
the Burn button.

• After your CD is completed you will
be given an option to create CD and Jewel
Case labels.   I advise that you do NOT
use CD labels.  Why - well after many CDs
were played in my car's multi-CD changer,
it only took one to render the CD player
kaput.  Two weeks and $200 later, I had a
replacement CD Changer, because they
found pieces of a label jammed in the
mechanism.  Make labels for your Jewel
Cases and use a Sharpie permanent marker
to give the CD a title.  Put that title on the
Jewel Case and you'll be able to place the
right CD back in its case.  I've taken to
using paper cases on my CDs to save
space in the house and car and I insert the
front cover label into the paper sleeve.
You can also use one of the CD cases
available to store your burned CDs and
place the front cover label in the sleeve
behind the CD.
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Using AudioStation
Here's the same process using Voyetra's AudioStation:

• Select the tracks you wish to burn
and using the Send To button, select CD
Recorder.

• Note that you can select to make an
Audio or Data CD, or just print a label.
Choose Audio CD.

• On this screen you can select:
o Track at Once - Automatically

inserts a two second audio si-
lence between tracks.  This op-

• This screen allows you to change
song order using the up and down ar-
rows, and/or deselect songs if you have
chosen more songs than will fit on the
CD format you have inserted.  Note that
Cherokee is De-Selected, as it would
cause the CD to have more time than is
available.

• On this screen you can determine to
Test CD Creation or Write the CD.  You
should leave the cache settings and speed
as is unless you have problems burning
the CD.

• On this screen you can determine to
Test CD Creation or Write the CD.  You
should leave the cache settings and speed
as is unless you have problems burning
the CD.

• Simply press Create CD to start the
burn process

• After the CD burn is complete, you
will be presented with the option to create
labels.  As stated earlier, I recommend cre-
ating only jewel case labels.

tion is fine for most audio CDs.
Again, I recommend you select
Close Session.

o Disk at Once—Use this option
for Live recordings or Theme re-
cordings like Abbey Road or The
Wall, where the original tunes are
meant to flow right into each
other.  You can select the amount
of time the CD will use to PreGap
(buffer) the transition.

o Use AutoGain—As we dis-
cussed earlier, if you are select-
ing songs from different CDs use
this option to insure that the
volume between tracks stays
consistent.
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• Here you can choose paper size, add
an image to the Front Cover, and print the
track listing.

Other programs you may use will have
different names and screens, but the op-
tions shown here are fairly consistent.

SINCE IT WILL BE a while be-
fore I learn how to get my
graphic printouts to line up cor-

rectly on pre-perforated paper, I decided
to simply save
money on mis-
takes and take
matters into my
own hands. So,
for the Feb.
graphics SIG, I
briefly demon-
strated how I
make business
cards, greeting
cards, and photo
prints without the
perforated paper
that I can’t always
figure out how to
line up.

For now, I use Epson Matte Heavy-
weight paper (52-lb) for everything. It
makes a thin but acceptable bus. card,
and it doesn’t stick to glass photo
frames. As shown at the meeting, it
yields rich, dark colors too. For busi-
ness card software, I use Print Artist
and can get it to print TWELVE cards
per 8½ x11 sheet with hairline crop
marks that get split in two and don’t
show. The pre-perforated bus. card
sheets I’ve seen yield only ten and thus
leave wasted paper.

For bus. cards, greeting cards, and
photos alike, I use the following equip-
ment. I place an 11x15 Good Cook Flex-
ible Cutting Board (about $2.95) from
H-E-B’s cooking utensils section down
on my table surface. Yes, it gets cut
marks in it, but that’s what its for! I
heard at the meeting that a fabric store
has more costly cutting mats that
“heal” after you cut into them thus pre-
venting the knife from following a pre-
vious groove. To cut, I use an Exacto
knife (from Hobby Lobby) and keep it
covered with its plastic cap when not
in use. For the projects without crop
marks like photos, I use 2 sharp pencil
marks to determine where to cut. I place
the knife on the mark first, then slide a
cork-backed metal ruler (available cheap
at Office Depot) against the knife at my
first point. Then, holding the ruler down
with my finger out of the way of the
cut, I place the knife-point in the other

pencil mark, pivoting the ruler this time
against the knife. I consistently keep
the knife straight up while watching my
fingers. I cut 2 or 3 times just past where

I need to, so the
side cuts will
come apart when
finished. I got a
beautiful 5x7 ma-
hogany-colored
wood frame from
Dollar General
for $2. And
8X10s are 3 and
$4. By the way, if
you go with
glossy paper,
you cannot let it
touch the glass,
so you will need
to place a spacer,

like a mat, around the photo (a job for
the pro’s).

Advanced Advice
If you can control how large your

photo prints out, you may opt for 4½x6½
or so with white borders that you leave
when you cut to 5x7, since a 5x7 wood
frame will cover a quarter inch on all
sides, and ink is expensive. Measure the
frame’s inside dimensions for white bor-
der (cutting purposes) and from the
front of the frame measure for printing
purposes but be sure no white will show
after framing. Better to think this all out
and practice on Crayola-colored note-
book paper than mess up a print. “Mea-
sure twice…”

One thing I didn’t cover at the meet-
ing was folding greeting cards. I place
two pencil marks down the center of
where I need to fold Then I put the ruler
edge over the marks and use a pizza cut-
ter roller to crease neatly the fold I need.
Care is needed to avoid rolling away from
the ruler’s edge. The resulting fold looks
professional!

BRUCE SWITALLA is a member of the Coastal
Area Users Group of Corpus Christi, Texas.

This article is brought to you by the Edi-
torial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an International organization to
which this group belongs.

Trimming and Cutting for Dummies Like Me
by Bruce Switalla

Tips & Tricks

FRANK POWERS has extensive digital music
experience, working for companies like
Voyetra Turtle Beach, Inc and Sam Ash
Music, as well as composing his own
material and running an Internet radio
station. Frank is available for digital music
consulting and can be reached by email at:
frank@franksamericana.com. You can find out
more by visiting his website at http://
www.franksamericana.com. He also can be
heard on the Internet at Frank's
Americana(tm) Live365( Internet Radio station
at http://www.live365.com/stations/fpowers.



http://www.dacs.org18 • Nov. 2002

Random Access

October 2002
Bruce Preston, Moderator

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING may
submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meeting.
We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail, as we

will not be able to ask for additional information.

Q. I have acquired a new machine that
came with Microsoft Windows XP
Home.  I would much rather be us-
ing Windows 98.  Can I un-install
Windows XP Home and put Win-
dows 98 on the machine.

A. You can not actually uninstall
Windows XP as it would leave you
without an operating system.
When you install an operating
system ‘upgrade’ you are given the
option of keeping the prior
operating system available for
restoration.  If you really want
Windows 98, then your only
option is to just install it ‘over’
Windows XP.  Windows 98 is likely
to be able to support your
hardware, there were no major
hardware changes in the past few
years that require XP.   After saying
all of this, we must still ask the
question “Why don’t you want
XP?”  If it is because you do not
like the “look and feel” of Windows
XP, you can trivially change XP so
that it  looks like the ‘classic
Windows’ - right click on an empty
area of the desktop, select
‘Properties’, and then select the
“Windows Classic” theme.  Lastly,
you should be aware that as of Dec.
31, 2002, Microsoft  will
discontinue all support of
Windows 98.

Q. Last month I reported a problem
with my dial-up networking to the
internet in that the modem kept
dropping the line, but Windows
did not detect it.  This month I re-
port that having replaced the
OEM modem with a ‘name brand’
modem the problem has com-
pletely disappeared.  Can anyone
explain why Windows did not re-
port that the line was dropped?

A. No, it appears that the modem just
never got around to telling
Windows that the line was
dropped - probably a flaw in your
hardware or associated driver.

Q. Has anyone used PC TuneUp, and
can report upon it?  It claims to
make PCs run must better.

A. No, and few believe the hype that
you often find in the e-mails or
associated web pages that they link
to.

Q. I tried to cleanup my machine and
run Uninstall various applica-
tions.  The Uninstaller complains
that the link to the uninstall in-
formation is broken.

A. The uninstall information is usually
stored in the application’s folder
(usually within Program Files/
vendorname/applicationname).  If
you previously ‘removed’ the
application by deleting that folder,
then the uninstall information will
be gone.  This infomation includes,
among other things, pointers to the
entries in the registery that were
placed there at installation time.
The link to the uninstall
information is one of those links.
If you would feel better by having
a clean list in the ‘add/remove
programs’ list, take a look in the

system registery at the key
H K E Y _ L O C A L _ M A C H I N E
\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows
\ C u r r e n t V e r s i o n \ U n i n s t a l l .
Alternatively, there are commercial
products and shareware programs
available.  You might look at
Unclean2, which you can find at
www.pcmag.com

Q. I run Netscape 7, and I get a lot of
pop-up windows complaining
about CERTIFICATES.  What are
these?

A. Part of the HTTPS (Secure web
pages) is authentication - making
sure that a page comes from where
it claims to come from.  There are
several certification authorities,
such as Verisign, which will
research an organization and upon
completion, if appropriate, issue a
digital certificate.  If you go to a
secure website, part of the process
involves validation of the
certificate.  Your browser is
complaining that it can not find
proof that the certificate.  In some
cases, a certificate may be issued
by a second-tier issuing agency,
and for some reason it is not
possible to traverse the chain
between the second-tier agency
and a primary.  There isn’t much
you can do other than decide to
go to a different page or ignore that
the site may not be secure or
validated.

Q. My browser has been crashing a lot
lately.  Any suggestions?
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VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203, or
(1-866) 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.

Notice of Annual Meeting
Notice is given that the Annual meeting of members of DACS will be held on

Tuesday, December 3, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. in the Danbury Hospital Auditorium, 24
Hospital Avenue, Danbury, Connecticut.

An election of  six (6) directors will be held. The meeting is further called for
amendments to the DACS Bylaws and for the transaction of such other business as
may properly come before the membership.

the software installed on one machine and
send you emails when the major packages
are updated, but this only works with Red
Hat and is not free (last time I looked) when
you have more than one machine, a com-
mon situation these days. I am not aware of
any similar facility for other Linux dis-
tributions. But, let’s assume that you
are notified somehow (email lists,
newsgroups, personal diligence) that
your version of some software needs a
patch. How do you get it? When first
released, these patches are source code
that is merged into the source code
available for the package (open source,
remember?). How many non-guru Linux
users know how to download source
code, compile it and install the result?
I’ve tried this several times with small
programs without any success. Ok, let’s
say the patch is available as a new bi-
nary (i.e.: already compiled and ready
to run), how easy is it to download and
install the new version without screw-
ing up the existing installation? Linux
and other open source software need
to be much easier to install, configure
and update.

Which brings me to my last point,
when there is a problem with open
source software, who does the press
call to get information? Still wondering?
Well, so am I. When there is a problem
with Windows, they call Microsoft – or
any pundit. When a problem was found
in one of the key GNU libraries (in this
case, a library is the Linux equivalent of
a DLL) included with almost all Linux
distributions it received only token at-
tention in the press even though it al-
lowed security problems in several criti-
cal parts of a Linux web server. Why?
Well, who was to blame? The typical
television reporter barely understands
television, let alone computers running
open source software. How do they pre-
pare a story? Who can they interview?
Even if they really dig, how many people

Ramblings, Continued on page 6

DACS members may publish
noncommercial, computer-related
classified ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed elec-
tronically by fax or by modem, or
hard-copy may be submitted at our
monthly general meeting. Fax your
ads to Charlie Bovaird at 203 792-
7881.

Leave hard-copy classifieds
with Charlie, Marc, or whoever is
tending the members’ table at the
meeting.

FREEFREE
CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

will stay tuned for an interview with
some Linux hacker (in the true, good
sense of the term) who really under-
stands the problem and its implications?
That massive click you heard was a mil-
lion people changing channels at the
same moment. A problem in any
Microsoft product is news, open source
problems are a yawn.

So it’s no wonder the popular per-
ception is that Microsoft security or
Microsoft quality are oxymorons. Now
I asked that you read to the end before
you fire up your flamethrower, and I
appreciate that you got this far. I use
Linux and I’m struggling to learn to
make it work the way it’s supposed to –
securely. Regardless of the quality of
Microsoft products, the server prod-
ucts are too expensive for most of my
clients. While open source software
looks awfully good on the price list, just
installing Linux is a non-trivial task that
needs to be much easier. Then, and this
is even more important, it needs to be
easier and less technically daunting to
keep a Linux machine up to date. Now,
if you still want to light fires in my email
inbox, come to the next meeting of the
Server SIG instead!

JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG

A. If the pages you are visiting have
Java, it may be that you either have
the Java Virtual Machine de-
activated, or an older version of
the Microsoft Java engine.
(Microsoft’s JVM was found to be
in violation of the licensing
agreement with Sun - the
judgement forced them to roll back
to a much older, feature-
constrained version.)  You might
try to download the Sun virtual
machine.

Q. My Freecell is corrupted.  How do I
restore it?

A. You can probably do it by going into
Windows Setup (in Add/Remove
Programs—central tab) and in the
list of components find
Accessories, and within that, find
GAMES.  Expand the list and
delete Freecell.  Exit Add/Remove
to force the uninstall.  Then repeat
the process and install Freecell.

BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A DACS
director, Bruce also leads the Access SIG.
Members may send tech queries to Bruce at
askdacs@dacs.org.



November 5 • Microsoft Corp.  - TBA
December 3 • John Patrick - Future of the Internet

Last Wednesday
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