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Are you fishing for a newAre you fishing for a new
operating system?operating system?

Tired of grappling with Windows, but afraid to
cast off your old apps? At our next General
Meeting, DACS’ old salt, Bill Keane will
speak on new applications for the Linux
desktop, including browsers, e-mail,
word processors, spread sheets,
presentation programs,
financial packages, graphical,
documentation, games,
sound and networking.
Find out more on
www.dacs.org.
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Ramblings, continued on page 4

I  REALLY enjoyed
   the July general
    meeting. As a New
Milford resident, I was
curious about how
Danbury was using

technology to reduce costs and provide
value to the tax payers. By the end of the
program, I was ready to move to Danbury!
Read the meeting review for more thoughts.

More Ramblings
on Networking

Computer communications and net-
working have fascinated me since I first
started using computers to earn a living
back in the mid-70’s. Back then time-shar-
ing on mainframes was the only way to do
“personal” computing and you needed
some type of terminal to talk to the main-
frame. The state of the art for road-war-
riors was the Texas Instruments Silent 700.
The first model I used was about the size
of a carry-on suitcase. A few years later and
they shrank to the size of a portable type-
writer. After removing the cover, you could
see the keyboard and the printer. All out-
put was on thermal paper fed from a roll
behind the printer platen - you could mea-
sure your work in lineal feet! There were
two foam rubber cups on the back where
you shoved the telephone handset when
you heard the modem on the other end start
to squeal. If you did everything right, the
printer would cough and print a login
prompt. It ran at a blazing 110 bps—or 300
bps in high-speed mode. I was using a time

sharing service in Stamford, CT, called
National CSS. They provided their service
on either an IBM 370-168 or an equiva-
lent Amdahl (the “IBM compatible” of
mainframes). It was a ton of fun.

The application I used was custom pro-
grammed to take sales estimates and inven-
tory levels and crunch them into factory pro-
duction schedules for such things as Jell-o
and Birds-Eye vegetables. The computer
actually did a fairly good job of this but the
programs required so much “tending” that
the whole thing was soon abandoned. In the
meantime, however, I got to take a few min-
utes here and there to play such games as
Wumpus, Adventure, and Lunar Lander—
text-based, of course. These games were all
eventually ported to personal computers. I
know you could follow the same map years
later on the IBM PC version of Adventure—
it was the exact same game!

Modems didn’t change much, other
than speed, for more than twenty years. But
networking sure did! We were a “true blue”
shop where I worked, which meant we used
all IBM equipment. Networking was some-
thing called SNA - Systems Network Ar-
chitecture, a collection of hundreds of IBM
products that often worked together. Since
I was in the Applications Development
department, networking remained a mys-
tery. All we could ever learn was that, no,
it was not possible to get faster response
time on our IBM 3270 terminals. It was
considered good, in our shop, if the termi-
nal gave a response in less than five sec-
onds—and the mainframe was just across
the street in the “data center”. Now we
scream if it takes more than a second for a
web page to start loading from across the
country or around the world. Amazing!

 In those days, all high-speed modems
(faster than 300bps) were leased from the
phone company. These IBM terminals
were configured in groups of five and two
or three groups would share a 9600bps
dedicated modem connection to the data
center. Microsoft was still located in Al-
buquerque, NM.

Learning about
Networking

Fast forward to the early 90’s - modems
are faster, we’re running Windows on our
computers and I want to learn about net-
working. We started using local area net-
works (LANs) at work in the late 80’s.
Novell was king, but there were compet-
ing products from IBM and Microsoft. The
people at the data center considered LANs
to be a threat to their control over Infor-
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (dacsprez@dacs.org)

VPs: Gene Minasi  •  Marlène Gaberel  •  Jeff Setaro
SECRETARY: Larry Buoy  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgram NameName Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
Photoshop 5.5, 6, 7 Annette Collens (203) 746-2340 (   e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Larry Buoy (860) 355-0394 lbuoy@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Marlène Gaberel (203) 426-4846 mgaberel@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 jgallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane.nai@rcn.com
Allan Ostergren (860) 210-0047 dacseditor@dacs.org
Frank Powers (203) 791-1140 fpowers@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 dacsprez@dacs.org
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan ostergren: (860) 210-0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM / WEB MASTER: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748
SIG COORDINATOR: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330    WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

A Board of Directors meeting was
  held at the Resource Center on July 7,

2003. Present were Messrs. Bovaird, Buoy,
Gallichotte, Keane, Preston, Scheef and
Setaro. President Jim Scheef presided and
Secretary Larry Buoy kept the record. The
minutes of the meeting held on June 9, 2003
were presented and approved.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported cur-
rent cash assets of $17,108.63 consisting of
bank and postal accounts in the amount of
$16,996.92 plus postage on hand of $111.71.
Subtracting liabilities of prepaid dues in the
amount of $6,885.42, left a net of
$10,223.21. Also, he reported current mem-
bership of 443.

As the first order of business, the direc-
tors reviewed the programs for upcoming
General Meetings with the following results:
August - Linux on the Desktop; September -
Isee Media on Photo Vista and Muvee
AutoProducer; October - PowerQuest on
DriveImage and PartitionMagic; November
- open; December - John Patrick. The possi-
bility of an Intuit program, particularly on
TurboTax, was suggested for January. In
addition, the directors were encouraged to
expand the placement of posters advertising
General Meetings.

President Scheef informed the meeting
that the establishment of a Bulletin Board
was in the organization status.

Mr. Scheef also announced that  Don
Neary  had agreed t to continue as DACS’
liaison with APCUG.

Discussed next was a proposed member
survey, drafted by Charlie Bovaird,  to  be
used as a guide to arranging subjects for
General Meetings and the establishment of
SIGs and/or classes for DACS members.
Many suggestions were made, principally the
use of multiple choice responses to reflect
the diverse operating systems and programs
used .

President Scheef broached the subject of
the publication on the DACS Web Site of
offers by various small purveyors of soft-
ware. After discussion, it was the consensus
that such solicitations could be included on
the Web Site via links, with caveats as to
DACS’ responsibilities.

Mr. Scheef also mentioned that the router
now being used at the RC to connect ma-
chines during SIG meetings, etc., was fast
failing and replacement of same by a switch
was recommended, same being well within
a discretionary expense.

—LARRY BUOY
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JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG

Ramblings, continued from page 2

mation Technology, so actually installing
a LAN took some political shuffling.

  PC networks were way too expensive
for home use but I still wanted to learn
about networking. At some point I was
able to obtain a couple of surplus Wang
printer cables. Using a continuity lamp and
a lot of patience, I made serial cables long
enough to wrap around my home office
and connect two computers.

The addition of some programs that
allowed file sharing over the serial con-
nection completed my first “network”.
This made it easy to move files between
machines, but was very slow and limited.
Another year or so, and I found some out-
fit selling real Ethernet cards for just un-
der $60 each—what a bargain!

Home Networking Arrives!
     One machine in my office is a 286.

There are a couple of documents that I
still maintain in Framework IV and the
286 does just fine. It keeps you humble to
use a 286 once in a while and this was
one of the two machines in my original
network. In those days, before the Internet
and even before Windows 95, Microsoft
networking meant using NetBEUI.
NetBEUI is a simple but fast transport pro-
tocol for NetBIOS networking, designed by
Microsoft for the original IBM PC Network
in the mid-80’s. From the end user perspec-

tive, it’s as simple as networking could get.
Simply plug in your network cards and if
you have the interrupts and I/O addresses
correct (no conflicts) in both computers and
the coax is terminated correctly, and you
edited the config.sys and autoexec.bat files
correctly, it just worked! Yes,/it was that
easy. Installing that network was more a
lesson in PC hardware than networking.
Windows for Workgroups (WfW) had just
come out with networking (using NetBEUI)
built in so I immediately upgraded the 486
to WfW but the 286 had to continue run-
ning Win 3.11 with a networking product
called 10Net from Tiara Communications.
You don’t remember 10Net? Neither does
anyone else, but it used NetBEUI and
worked fairly well with WfW.

NetBEUI continued to run my home
network until work pressures made it
desirable to learn about TCP/IP - the
protocol of the Internet. Remember, the
whole justification for this network was
to learn about networking and that is
the point of all this. As broadband con-
nections become more popular, more
people have home networks. Unfortu-
nately many people don’t realize this
and don’t take any precautions to se-
cure their “network”.

Networking Learning Tools
My little home network grew from

those first two machines about ten years

ago to two or three servers (depending
on mood and lunar phase) and three to
five “workstations” (depending on
what’s hooked up and working at the
moment).  Making all this work has
given me the opportunity to learn at
least something about DNS, DHCP,
WINS, TPC/IP, Telnet, ARP, SSH, Ac-
tive Directory, many flavors of Win-
dows and Linux, email, and a raft of
other stuff I can’t think of at the mo-
ment. And, of course, you can, too.
Experimenting with your own network
gives you experience that makes you
more marketable. Open Source software
makes it affordable to do really interest-
ing things. So network your new computer
to the old one. Learn what breaks your
network and what fixes it. It will be fun
and frustrating at the same time.

Well, I digressed more than a little
from my intended topic of wireless net-
working and learning about routing. Rout-
ing is still a mystery to me and difficult to
learn by experimentation without build-
ing a router. The consumer grade devices
sold for home networks and small busi-
nesses are just too limited.

I need to build a Linux or BSD UNIX
machine from the ground up to be a router
and firewall. If the City of Danbury can
do it, well why not try!?

IF YOU KNOW that ACM is the As-
sociation for Computing Machinery,
then you can probably just

skip this article because you
heard all about this some
time ago. The ACM has
chartered a new Professional
Chapter in the Greater Hart-
ford area (which includes the
Danbury area, if you want it
to). The new group will start
monthly meetings this fall.

ACM is an organization
dating back to the begin-
nings on electronic comput-
ing – possibly the original
users group. Natioanlly ACM is a very
diverse group with much to interest al-

most anyone with an emphasis on the
technical internals of computers. For

instance, they have an
interest group on pro-
gramming languages –
not how to program us-
ing a language – but
about what a computer
language is! If you are
interested in the nitty-
gritty of computers,
ACM might be for you.

For more informa-
tion, the ACM web site
is www.acm.org. Send
email to John Erbland

at JErbland@compuserve.com for in-
formation on future meetings.

Association News

New Local Chapter of the ACM
By Jim Scheef

Due to overwhelming interest in
our project to upgrade the server at
the Resource Center, we are organiz-
ing a short-term SIG. We plan to se-
lect a book as a reference, and then
schedule a series of meetings in Sep-
tember for trial installations on an-
other machine. Once we're sure of
what we want to do, we'll upgrade the
RC server. The entire process should
be a great learning experience. I ex-
pect that we will meet three or four
times over a five or six week period
starting in early September.

To join us, send  an email to dacsprez
@dacs.org, with a copy to Server 2003_
DACS-subscribe@yahoo groups.com.
You must send to both addresses to be
sure your name is somewhere in the email.
The second address is a Yahoo group
(email list) that we will use for discussion.

 This will be fun!

—JIM SCHEEF

Learn about
Windows Server 2003



http://www.dacs.org July 2003 • 5

Meeting Review

Meeting Preview

Linux on the desktop
By M. Gaberel

AT THE AUGUST 5, 2003 DACS
general meeting, DACS board
member, Bill Keane will talk

about Linux on the desktop. Bill goes
back years with a Linux background.
Will he persuade DACS members
from the Windows world to move
to Linux?

How difficult or easy is it to
use Linux from a desktop per-
spective? All those
questions are from a
Windows user
both at work and
home. From my
perspective, the
meeting has lots
of interest, be-
cause I’ve only
heard about Linux,
including at a couple of
past DACS presentations,
but do not have first hand in-
formation about using it on a desktop.

Bill says that: “Things are really get-
ting hot in the open source community.
The Linux operating system is constantly
in the news, with SCO suing IBM, the

enterprise accepting Linux on the server
side, retailers beginning to put Linux com-

puters on the shelves,
and major com-
puter companies
i n t r o d u c i n g
Linux desktops
to the enter-
prise.” In the
m e a n t i m e ,
what is
Microsoft say-
ing? As per Bill
they are crying
wolf. Bill will
probably elabo-
rate on
Microsoft’s feel-
ing as far as
Linux is con-

cerned. At the Au-
gust general meeting,

DACS members will get
pertinent information on the direction the
computer industry is heading from a Linux
point of view. Members will become fa-
miliar with the Linux trend and what it
may mean to them in the near future.

E-Government
By Marc Cohen and Jim Scheef

IF YOU THINK Information Tech
nology (IT) is ho-hum and don’t
matter, then I guess you missed

Wade Anderson’s talk on
eGovernment in Danbury at the July
general meeting. Wade’s matter of fact
style made the changes in Danbury’s
IT Department all the more interest-
ing. Over the last five years, the
Danbury IT Department has:

• Moved major applications (like
payroll) from an antiquated mini-
frame (my term) to several IBM AS-400
systems.

• Moved from in-house application de-
velopment to packaged software for such
things as payroll and similar large scale
applications.

More specifically, Bill will have a look
at the history of Linux, what open source
code is and how it applies to the desktop.
He will explain how to do some system
administration without using the word
Registry, and how to install new applica-
tions. Included in his presentation will be
the major applications, including brows-
ers, email, word processors, spread sheets,
presentation programs, financial pack-
ages, graphical and sound packages and
how they work under Linux. In addition,
he will cover documentation, games,
sound and networking aspects. He will
close with some geek stuff.

Lots of learning is in store for the Au-
gust meeting.  Share the knowledge with
a friend and bring
him or her to the
August 5th general
meeting, to be held
at its usual place,
Danbury Hospital
Auditorium. The
meeting starts at
7:00pm, with
questions and an-
swers, followed by
brief club an-
nouncements. Bill
Keane’s presentation will start at 8:00pm.
For additional information, please check
DACS’ web page at http://dacs.org.

MARLÈNE GABEREL is a DACS VP.

• Linked (almost) all city office facili-
ties using fiber optic cable creating a pri-

vate, almost unlimited capacity metro area
network.

• Linked the new Senior Center and
town garage into the city network via an
802.11b wireless network and bazooka-
sized antennae.

• Implemented wireless computers in
city fire and police vehicles.

• Protected the city network using
firewalls based on OpenBSD UNIX (an
open source operating system).

Wade listed many benefits from all
these changes that boil down to lower
costs and better value for the Danbury tax
payer. I’m sure a lot of thought and justi-
fication went into these projects but it was
really refreshing to hear Wade talk about
the serendipitous benefits that were found
after things were implemented. Like fire
reports being filed right from the fire en-
gine while the crew returns to the fire
house!

In the works is a mapping system that
will have unreal as well as some dubious
benefits. The dubious part is the ability to
do statistical reassessments (dubious if
you’re a tax-payer) more accurately. The
unreal part is the accuracy that can be ap-
plied to land records—classifying wet lands,
zoning areas, land use, and even a few that
no one as thought of yet.
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THIS JOB IS AWESOME—more of
you should give reviews a try. What
other job gives you the chance to

play with Adobe’s $600 photo editor? Is
there a software
program you are in-
terested in learning
more about? Typi-
cally the editors at
DACS can set you
up with a review
copy. There are
many perks to writ-
ing for DACS and
we are desperately
in need of writers.
Contact Allan,
dacseditor@dacs.org,
to apply (don’t
worry—we take al-
most anyone—as
long as you are a
DACS member and write the review!).

I’ve been using OS X for a long time,
but I would switch to OS 9 to edit my
photos with PhotoShop 6. I didn’t think
there were many reasons to update my old
one, except for the hassle of switching to
OS 9. I finally started to look at the new
features in PhotoShop 7, and was im-
pressed enough to request a review
copy.I¹m really glad I did. I use PhotoShop

PhotoShop 7  Simply the Best
Photo Editor, Period.

By Mike Kaltschnee

Software Review

for work and personal use, and it has been
an amazing tool for working with images.
I like PaintShop Pro and even PhotoShop
Elements, but using PhotoShop is like us-

ing a professional
grade tool instead of
a toy. Most people
don’t need
PhotoShop, but
when you¹re work-
ing with huge files
(typically 30 mega-
bytes in my day job)
you need
PhotoShop.

PhotoShop 7 has
dozens of new fea-
tures, but these are
the ones that I think
are worth the up-
grade:
• File browser. This

is an awesome upgrade—you’ll find
the image you need quickly and eas-
ily. When you select the Browse fea-
ture you¹ll be impressed by how fast
it loads thumbnails.

• Support for EXIF camera informa-
tion. This is awesome. I have a Canon
S200 digital camera. When I import a
photo from the camera into
PhotoShop it lets me see all of the data

from the shot. It’s amazing what in-
formation is stored in the file with the
image, including date, time, resolu-
tion, flash (yes or no), ISO speed, f-
stop, focal length and much more.

• Healing brush. This is the most
amazing tool. I am restoring several
damaged photos and this one tool
makes this work quick and easy. It en-
ables you to fix scratches, wrinkles,
and other damage while maintaining
the look of the image. I used it to fix a
wedding photo my daughter decided
to play with.

• Picture Package. This gives you the
ability to print a wide variety of im-
ages on one page, saving you a lot of
money and time. I have to admit I use
this more for personal printing, but it¹s
an amazing feature.

• Encryption. There have been several
product prototypes I would have
loved to encrypt before emailing
them. PhotoShop 7 lets you save an
encrypted PDF of the image so you
can send it via e-mail (a very insecure
method of transferring information)
without worry.

• Web support. I’m getting ready to
create a Web site for myself and
PhotoShop is the only editor I’d trust
to the task. It¹ll let me preview the im-
age before saving it to see how big
it’ll be, as well as how it¹ll look when
compressed. This is only one of the
features you’ll live with when you use
PhotoShop for Web work.

• Enhanced transparency support.
PhotoShop has the best tools for mak-
ing the background (or almost any
part) of an image transparent on a Web
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page. This can be a tricky
task but with PhotoShop
it¹s easy.

• One feature that is long
overdue: Spellchecker. I
can’t believe how useful
this feature is and how it
was absent for so long. I’ve
seen dozens of cases where
jobs are rushed and the fi-
nal work has a silly spell-
ing error.
These are just a few of the

many features that make
PhotoShop the best image edi-
tor on the planet (I’m serious).
If you don’t believe me, try it
yourself by downloading the
demo from www.Adobe.com.

If you are serious about ed-
iting photos for print or the Web
(and have $600 to spare) defi-
nitely get PhotoShop 7. It’s
worth every penny.

     To run PhotoShop you
need a relatively recent ma-
chine (Mac or Windows),
128mb of RAM, a decent video
card, and about 320mb of disk
space. If you’re serious, you¹ll
need a recent machine and an
awesome video card.

You can contact Mike about
writing reviews, PhotoShop, or
just about anything at:
mikek@demorgan.com.

    .

  
Exciting news From SeniorNet about our Summer Seminar Series!!!  In addition to our 
regularly scheduled summer courses, we are offering a series of short, fun seminars on topics of interest 
to most computer users at a price you won’t believe.  Read on.... 
                            
A lecture series is being offered each Tuesday for 2 hours at 1PM and again at 7PM.  Topics include:   
learning about digital cameras, practicing safe computing on the Internet, visiting museums on the 
Internet, and customizing Internet Explorer for people with less than 20/20 vision.  Fees are $5 per 
session.  Payment by check only. 
  

Topic Short Description Date Instructor 

Digital Dynamics 
A peek at the ins and outs of digital 
cameras, become a shutterbug. August 5th Jack Scully 

Practice Safe 
Computing 

How to protect you and your computer 
from viruses, worms, hackers, spam, 
pornographic web sites, banner ads and 
other unwanted junk the internet has to 
offer 

August 12th Art Gilbert 

Visiting Art 
Museums from 
your Armchair 

Do you like art? Do you like museums? 
Come tour famous art museums of the 
world using the Internet. 

August 19th Jamie Yates 

Comfortable 
Web Browsing 

Learn about a tool developed by IBM 
Research designed for SeniorNet users 
to enable easier web browsing, 
particularly for users whose eyesight is 
no longer 20/20! 

August 26th Art Gilbert 

  
  
Attendees must be age fifty or over.  To register, please go to the front office of the new Danbury Senior 
Center at 10 Elmwood Place.  Space is limited so register early.  For additional seminar/course 
information or for volunteer opportunities, please visit our website www.danbury.org/seniornet or call 
(203) 797-4686.  Mark your calendars -  Fall course registration is on Saturday, September 13. 
 
If you have a two hour course of general interest that you would like to teach for SeniorNet, please 
contact Art Gilbert, DSLC Coordinator at 203 744-5130 
 
Day or evening - we look forward to having you join us this summer. 
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES: August 2003

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Ac-
cess database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Friday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  Aug 12

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Don Pearson, 914 669-9622 (pearson@attglobal.net).
Meets on Wednesday of the week following the General Meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., at Don Pearson's office, North Salem, NY.
Next meeting: Aug 13

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net. Meets on 1st Wednes-
day, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Members' suggestions are welcome.
Next Meeting: August 6

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@ntplx.net). Meets
on last Wednesday, 7p.m., at Best Photo Imaging, Brookfield.
Next Meeting: Sept 24

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: Aug 21

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. Nov also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (bkeane.nai@rcn.com) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Aug 20

MICROCONTROLLER.  Investigates microcontroller applications
from theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Aug 26

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: August 14

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: August 6

VOICE FOR JOANIE. Provides and supports people with Lou
Gehrig's disease with special PC computer equipment.
Contact: Shirley Fredlund,  203 770-6203 (voiceforjoanie
@juno.com).
Next Meeting: Look for announcements.

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Aug 25

DotNet - SIG. Claude Prevots has been recording the the SIG’s
minutes for some time now. We are fortunate to get his accu-
rate transcription and it is presented thus: “We began with
some random questions on the use of a DataSet in dotNet
programming.   This programming object can be used instead
of a table in SQL Server when special storage needs require
storage in a local machine.   For example, a schema can be
constructed and data inserted in a relational table format to
contain state codes.   In this manner, these codes can be
downloaded once or built on the client machine rather than
increasing network traffic with downloads at the start of each
session in multiple machines in the network.

After our question session, Jim presented some interest-
ing kits for ASP.NET.  These starter kits are mentioned in an
article in the August issue of MSDN Magazine. These down-
loads are available on the ASP.NET Web site from Microsoft.
Jim illustrated the many features available in these kits, Re-
ports Starter Kit in particular, and suggested their uses to add
to application development.   Such kits are also useful as
tutorials to exercise one’s wits as a developer in the dotNET
environment.  When needed, the SQL Server must be active
and available on the user machine.

Afterward, Chuck illustrated the uses of a kit from Com-
ponent One to construct invoices for his roles application. Sev-
eral observations were made concerning the obstacles and
complexities of working with Crystal Reports.  We were defi-
nitely underwhelmed by the merits of Crystal Reports.

The Report Facility in Component One looks like MS Ac-
cess reporting, but the designer in Component One gener-
ates an XML file as its product that stands alone, and the
design can be rendered as a Web page if so desired.   The
XML file allows construction of controls that will guide the us-
age of the report.   Chuck’s application, the Roles Frame-
work, will contain reporting with a facility from Component
One.”

Interesting side note, in use, the ComponentOne tool
seems to be plagued with bugs. We’ve since probably spent
more on long distance phone charges than we paid for the
component. That’s not speaking well for ComponentOne.

VB6-SIG follows the DotNet SIG just after the pizza break,
This evening we had another discussion about the merits of
acquiring a Microsoft MSDN subscription. It seems now there
are a number of vendors selling MSDN at substantial discount,
enough for Jim Scheef to consider returning his half used sub-
scription in lieu of another one at discounted price. It seems
that the amount of VB 6 interest really was focused on appli-
cation considerations. And, well, we addressed these using
the DOTNet C# samples we already had in use. There were a
number of what’s that curly brace questions, but after a few
minutes, people had not a lot of trouble acclimating to sample
code in C#. The transition may be mind boggling, but in the
context of discussion it worked out rather well. We did not
address the recipe application, but rather talked about data-
base access in a general sense.

Web Site Design.  Good design & usability are the secret to
a successful website.  Learn how to make yours stand out.
Also info and help with related “WYSIWYG” software.

Contact: Anna Collens ( acvo@annagraphics.com) 203-
746-5922. Meets evenings at the DACS Resource Center -
dates to be determined.
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YOU MAY HAVE heard of a new
class of home entertainment
devices called digital video re-

corders. The power of these far surpasses
what you can do with your VCR. Instead
of recording TV programs to a tape with
2 to 6 hours of capacity, you can make
digital recordings to a hard drive with
higher quality and much larger capacity.
Beyond that is the ability to find programs
through advanced search
capabilities in a program
guide that is updated
daily.

Products like TiVo
(www.tivo.com) and
ReplayTV (www.digital
n e t w o r k s n a . c o m /
replaytv/ default.asp) give
you powerful control over
your TV watching. Three
months ago I bought a
new TiVo Series2 DVR.
I’d been curious about such devices be-
fore, but had been told on one occasion
last year, by a chain store employee, that
the TiVo “works best” with satellite TV
service. That put me off at the time, since
I had cable TV service. I also knew that a
phone connection was needed to down-
load the program guide information, and
I had no phone jack in my living room.
TiVo has since come out with its Series2
models which are more powerful and can
connect to a home network. There are also
models that have integrated DirectTV sat-
ellite tuner capability, but the Series2 is
designed to work with cable service or a
separate satellite tuner.

Why an article about a consumer elec-
tronics device in a computer-oriented pub-
lication? The distinction between home
entertainment devices and personal com-
puters has begun to blur. For example, in
the January 2003 DACS presentation,
Frank Powers talked about connections
between a PC and a home stereo.

Similar things are happening between
TVs and PCs. And it turns out that the TiVo
digital video recorder runs Linux inside!

Initial Setup
I was excited to bring home my new

TiVo and hook it up. Even though it is now
possible to connect it to a home network,

initial setup does require connection to an
analog phone line. A 25-foot phone cord
is included that easily reached from my
living room to the phone jack in my
kitchen. The phone connection can be re-
moved later if you connect the TiVo to a
home network. A cable box is optional. If
you just use your cable-ready TV as a
tuner, you can hook up the TiVo between
the incoming cable and your TV. Other-

wise you connect your TiVO between
your cable box and your TV. In the lat-
ter case, you’ll need to attach the emit-
ters of the included infrared (IR) con-
trol cable in front of the IR sensor on
your cable box, so that TiVo can con-
trol the cable channel.

Once the physical connections are
made, you go through a guided setup pro-
cess. Using the TiVo remote and viewing
the setup menus on your TV screen you’ll
enter information like your zip code and
your cable service provider.

Separately you’ll also need to activate
your TiVo service at their Web site or by
calling a toll-free number. This involves
choosing a monthly subscription for
$12.95 a month or a product lifetime (of
the unit) subscription of $299. There is
some delayed gratification once the TiVo
setup phone calls are made (there are two
in the process). Once the initial program
guide is downloaded, the TiVo takes a
couple of hours to organize the informa-
tion on the hard drive. You can, of course,
watch live TV in the mean time.

What Can It Do?
So what can you do once everything

is set up? You can watch live TV a whole
new way. If you are interrupted for some
reason, you can pause live TV and pick

up later where you left off. The TiVo al-
ways buffers the last half hour of live TV
you’ve been watching. You could do an
instant reply of anything you’ve been
watching in the last half hour. If you ar-
rived late to start watching the current
program (but within half hour of its start),
you can start watching from the beginning,
and fast forward or skip commercial seg-
ments until you catch up to live time. You
can also press the Info button to find out
information on what it is you’re watch-
ing: program title, description, year re-
leased and main actors in a show or movie,
and content ratings. The Guide button will
let you browse the schedule for the cur-
rent and all other channels, superimposed
over the live TV you’re watching, in case
there might be something else you want
to watch at that time.

    Of course, the main motivation for
buying a TiVo is to record lots of programs
for later viewing. This is where the two
weeks of program guide information
comes in. You can search by title, time
and channel, or set up wish lists by actor,
director, keywords, or category and sub-
category, like Movie: Action or Sports:
Boxing. You can view the wish lists peri-
odically to see what programs match your
interests and even set up some to auto-
matically be recorded.

Once you find a program you’d like
to record, you can find other upcoming
showings of the same program, in case its
time slot interferes with something else
you’d like to record. You can set up a Sea-
son Pass, where you can record every epi-
sode of a favorite program and prioritize
which are more important in case sched-
uling conflicts arise. You can view a To
Do List of programs that you have already
scheduled for recording in case you want
to make any changes.

    Another powerful feature is that of
TiVo Suggestions. When you’re watching
a live or recorded program, you can press
the Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down buttons
one or more times to indicate how much
you like or dislike that program.

Recorded programs get one thumbs up
by default, which you can override when
you watch the program; if you decide it
merits more thumbs up, or thumbs down
if it turned out to be a bad choice. If you
have enabled TiVo Suggestions then the
TiVo may take initiative and, space per-
mitting, record programs it guesses you
might like even though you didn’t explic-
itly ask for them to be recorded!

There’s also a place where you can
browse through upcoming TiVo Sugges-
tion that you can request to be recorded.

TiVo - The Next Generation
by Richard Corzo

Video
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How Good Is It?
Like many other TiVo converts I re-

ally do like my TiVo. Recording quality
at the best setting is very high, most cer-
tainly better than a videotape recording.
Although I only have a 27" TV, I am one
of those people who have gone into the
service menu of my TV and used a cali-
bration DVD to get the best color and ac-
curate geometry I can get by adjusting the
settings. On my TV, I’m unable to distin-
guish the TiVo recording quality from di-
rect digital cable TV viewing. I now have
tons of things to watch, so I can ask,
“What’s on TiVo?” rather than “What’s
on TV?” If you subscribe to premium

cable packages you’ll get a lot more
value because you can find the movies
they show at odd hours and watch them
at your own convenience.  The
WishLists are powerful, because you
can harvest programs from the sched-
ule that you would otherwise not even
know were being shown.

One feature of digital cable that I have
to give up when using TiVo is Dolby Digi-
tal audio. With my digital cable service
there are certain movies on certain movie
channels, like Starz and Showtime, that
are broadcast in Dolby Digital, which
means that when I connect the digital au-
dio output from my digital cable box to

FOR MANY YEARS I have been
looking for hardware and software
that I could buy for my computer to

make it faster, smarter, have more colors,
give it more memory, and be able to run
more printers, scanners, modems, and
various other gadgets.  It always seemed
that I never had the funds to purchase what
I really needed to be able to edit photo-
graphs, print high quality photos, have a
computer fast enough to run the software
to do all the marvelous things available.

Now it seems that computers have
evolved to the point where the necessary
CPU speed, sound, video, RAM memory,
monitor, broadband connection to the
Internet, and printers are powerful enough
and inexpensive enough to enable people
to do all the wonderful things that were
previously out of reach.  The use of the
Internet and digital photography are two
very popular uses of the home computer.

But what else can we let the computer
do for us?  It is obvious in our club that
we have an aging membership.  It is time
to let the computer start assisting us in the
things we do.  There are some features
built into Windows that can make life
easier.  It is possible to enlarge the size of
the type on the monitor.  The speed that
the mouse moves can be changed to com-
pensate for a hand that is not as steady as
it once was.  The color scheme in Win-
dows is changeable. There are many
choices as to what appeals to you ro as to
what makes it easier for you to read the

text on the screen.  Also, many programs
let you change the color scheme to make
it easier for you to read the screen.

Have you ever thought about having the
computer read to you?  There are programs
that are able to read any text file. This means
that any text that you can copy into Win-
dows Clipboard can be read to you.  It can
read your e-mail, help files, documents,
books, web pages, etc.  One such program
is iSpeak by Fonix.  It also has a place where
you can enter your town text and the pro-
gram will say each letter as you type it and
each word as it is completed. Then the text
can easily be copied and pasted into your
favorite word processing program or e-mail
program.  The thing that I found very inter-
esting is that when I did some searching on
the Web for information about the program
there was a whole list of things that it can
do for you, none of which indicated that it
would be very helpful for anyone with im-
paired vision.

There is a program called Zoom Text
by AiSquared that is aimed at the vision
impaired market and has an add-on which
will read the text out loud, but it is a much
more expensive program.

Do you have a problem with carpal
tunnel syndrome or are the joints just not
working as well as they once did?  Are
you not a touch typist and have trouble
seeing the keyboard?  Programs such as
Via Voice by IBM and Dragon Naturally
Speaking allow you to write text by dicta-
tion and even control the functions of the

computer with voice commands.  In the
past these programs weren’t very efficient
because they take a very powerful com-
puter to work properly.  I think the cur-
rent computers are approaching the nec-
essary compute power.

Many programs can also be used on
a PDA such as a Palm or a Pocket PC.
Such devices can be very useful because
they are easy to take with you when you
leave your computer.  A PDA can re-
member megabytes of names, addresses
and phone numbers that you are having
trouble remembering (Senior mo-
ments?).  They can be easily pro-
grammed to remind you of appoint-
ments (time to take pills?), lists of
things to do, directions on where to go,
etc.  About the only requirement is that
a person has the ability to read.

E-mail is getting very popular with
Seniors but how many people are using
the Internet to order groceries?  Shopping
can be a major problem if you can no
longer drive.  Public transportation leaves
a lot to be desired.  Being able to place an
order from your computer and have it de-
livered is more than a convenience for
many people.  Also, many pharmacies al-
low you to order refills of prescriptions
on their Web sites.  There are many other
sites that will mail your prescriptions to
you.  Using a search program such as
Google is also a good way to get infor-
mation about any medication that you are
taking (and about anything else that inter-
ests you).  You can do all of your shop-
ping using the Internet.  Not being able to
walk around a shopping mall is no longer
a bar to the Shop Till You Drop syndrome.

There are other devices that can be
used in the home in conjunction with a
computer or in a stand-alone capability
that can make life much easier.  When it

Ask Not What You Can Do For Your Computer
But What Your Computer Can Do For You

by Elise M. Edgell
North Orange County Computer Club, CA

Personal Computing

Ask not, continued on page 13

my home theater receiver with five speak-
ers and a subwoofer attached, I can hear
five separate audio channels plus one for
the subwoofer. The TiVo only records and
plays back conventional stereo audio, but
I find that to be a worthwhile trade-off for
the power of the TiVo. If I really want to
watch something in Dolby Digital, I just
have to watch it the old fashioned way, on
live TV connected to my home theater.

RICHARD CORZO is a computer programmer
currently working in Ridgefield, CT. He has
contributed past articles on PC operating
systems and utilities.  You can contact him at
rcorzo_in_ct@yahoo.com.
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HEAT IS THE BIGGEST enemy of
electronic components. Without a
complete strategy for dispersing

and venting this excess energy (heat), a
literal component meltdown can occur in
seconds. It is in your best interest to pre-
vent this from happening in the computer
you own or build.

In Theory
The American Heritage Dictionary de-

fines heat as “A form of energy associated
with the motion of atoms or molecules in
solids and capable of being transmitted
through solid and fluid media by conduc-
tion, through fluid media by convection and
through empty space by radiation.”

The flow of an electric current through
a resistance will produce heat. This is true
whether you are looking at a single tran-
sistor in a circuit or a complex integrated
circuit (a dense collection of, commonly,
millions of transistors). Increases in cur-
rent, voltage, resistance, and frequency
can cause heat to increase.

A properly designed component dis-
perses heat through conduction (transfer of
kinetic energy from one molecule to an-
other). The component’s mounting and case
spread the heat away from a tiny area. In a
small but important way, this will help pre-
vent the excessive heat disaster that we try
to avoid. If the component continues to pro-
duce heat and it builds up, bad things can
happen. Melting or even fire can result.

A few years ago, Intel designed a mi-
croprocessor that had a particular layout
that placed frequently used transistors too
close together. After extensive testing, the
design was declared unsatisfactory. Com-
monly executed code repeatedly used the
same transistors, which resulted in a heat
buildup. Unfortunately, that version was
already shipping and those units had to
be replaced by a similar circuit with a dif-
ferent layout without the hot spots.

Where does the heat go? There is al-
ways electromagnetic radiation via pho-
tons. No physical contact or circulating
fluids or gases are required. Radiation
even occurs in a vacuum. However, ra-
diation is not very efficient or fast enough
to be of much use in electronics.

The greatest cooling occurs by convec-
tion. Heat, transferred to a moving liquid

or gas, moves away from the component.
So far, so good. However, in a closed sys-
tem, the heat has nowhere to go and the liq-
uid or gas can become excessively hot.

For a computer, the processor wastes
electricity in the form of heat. The chip
radiates (electromagnetic radiation) and
conducts heat to a heat sink. A fan forces
air through the heat sink. The air takes the
heat away from the heat sink by convec-
tion. The warm air is now forced out of
the computer case by a fan. Needless to
say, if there is a breakdown in the pro-
cess, the system is in jeopardy.

A seven-watt night-light in a bedroom
seems innocuous. However, a stray blanket
can easily trap in this small source of heat.
Given enough time, a fire will break out.

A computer power supply is rated at
between two hundred and four hundred
watts of electricity. The energy consumed
is mostly transformed to heat and released
into the case. Now you can see why proper
cooling is so critical.

Ins And Outs Of Airflow
Heat rises. It’s that simple. The strat-

egy for cooling a computer case should be
to let heat rise. However, it is not that simple.

Some geniuses at the other half of the
Wintel team decided that the ATX com-
puter power supply should blow cool ex-
ternal air through the power supply into
the computer case. The now warm air is
forced over the microprocessor. Ulti-
mately, the hot air escapes through any
perforations in the case. Since power sup-
plies are always at the top of the case, this
means that the hot air must be forced down
through the case.

Because hot air from the power sup-
ply is blown across the microprocessor
and hot air is forced down through the
case, many manufacturers have rejected
the ATX specifications for power supply
airflow. Instead, many ATX power sup-
plies force air out of the case.

Most cases allow the installation of a
small fan in the front at the base. This fan
should blow air into the case when the
power supply is configured to blow air out
of the case. This combination will estab-
lish the best airflow.

If the power supply forces air into the
case, you must make a decision. You could

go with the flow (sorry about that) or
you could change it. Common sense
would dictate that the airflow in the
power supply should be reversed to
conform to the previously described
two-fan configuration. A qualified tech-
nician can unplug the power cord, open
the power supply, and turn the fan
around. Simply reversing the electrical
polarity will not work and may actually
damage the fan.

Obstacles
The average computer case is full of

wide, flat, and gray ribbon cables. Floppy
disk drive, hard disk drive, CD/DVD
drive, and SCSI (small computer system
interface) drive cables are commonly
used. In addition, power supply, audio,
and video cables run throughout the case.
This awful mess of cables is like a mix-
ture of spaghetti and lasagna leftovers.
All of these cables interfere with each
other and block the crucial airflow.

For years, overclockers have been
custom modifying their ATA66/
ATA100 ribbon cables with razor
knives and heat-shrink tubing. The re-
sulting round cables are labor intensive
and costly (especially when cutting er-
rors are made). The introduction of
commercial machine-manufactured
round ATA66/100 cables means you can
easily (as in easy installation) reduce the
internal computer case temperature by
one or two degrees.

By specification, ATA100 (a.k.a. -
Ultra DMA100) cables should be be-
tween ten and eighteen inches. As cable
lengths increase, the chances of intro-
ducing undetected data errors increases
(to the point of overt data errors). That
does not stop manufacturers from pro-
ducing cables that are 18", 24", 30", and
36" in length. Problems can also occur
when trying to use ATA66/ATA100
cables with older controllers and de-
vices (ex. - ATA33). Verify the
manufacturer’s specifications before
proceeding to spend your time and
money. Caveat emptor.

In the future, Serial ATA will replace
the current generation of round-and-fat
or flat-and-wide ATA cables with thin
round cables (think of angel hair pasta).
Bandwidth will be, initially, 150 mega-
bytes per second. Later versions will go
up to 600 megabytes per second.

Here is one final obstacle for your
consideration. Typically, thermal com-
pound (a.k.a. heat sink grease, silicone
compound, etc.) is made from silicone
mixed with zinc oxide. Newer designer

PC Cooling and Power
by Herbert Wong, Jr.

Troubleshooting
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concoctions made from aluminum oxide
(or other compounds including silver al-
loys) may yield a decrease of a couple of
degrees in microprocessor temperature.

The problem is that excessive thermal
compound can actually act as a thermal bar-
rier since silicone is not a good thermal con-
ductor. The zinc oxide is added to improve
the conductivity. One Web site recommends
using a paper-thin layer of thermal com-
pound. I think that may be too much.

The two interface surfaces (micropro-
cessor and heat sink) are manufactured to
be very flat but not perfectly smooth. The
microscopic ridges and imperfections pro-
vide contact surfaces. The valleys allow
the thermal compound means of flowing
out of the way.

Uniformly apply the smallest pos-
sible film of thermal compound to only
one surface. The interface should be
completely covered when the two sur-
faces are rubbed together. Ideally, how-
ever, the ridges on the two surfaces
should be touching.

Think of it as joining the two surfaces
together (metal to metal) and replacing the
molecules of air with molecules of ther-
mal compound. In this case, the air mol-
ecules are insulators and the thermal com-
pound is a slightly better thermal conduc-
tor (and electrical insulator).

References
Check out the usual sites:
http://www.overclockers.com/,

http://www.dansdata.com/,
http://www.sysopt.com/,
http://www.heatsink-guide.com/,
 http://www.tomshardware.com/, etc.

Conclusion
Some newer commercially designed

and manufactured computer systems are
taking efforts to scientifically ventilate and
duct their cases. Some hobbyists
(overclockers in particular) take elaborate
steps to improve processor cooling and
ventilate their home built computer cases.

Everyone must recognize that newer
high-powered systems require particular
attention to adequate system cooling. A
little common sense and advanced plan-
ning are all that needs to be done.

One last thought on this. Dust acts as
a thermal insulator. Clean the dust off the
surfaces of the filters, fan blades, case
holes, cards, microprocessors, heat sinks,
memory, hard disk drives, etc. While your
at it, clean the dust off of your refrigera-
tor coils, too.
HERBERT WONG, Jr. is Hardware SIG leader
at North Orange County (CA) Computer Club
(NOCCC). You can get the latest version
of this article at NOCCCArticles@
singularitytechnology.com.

This article is brought to you by the
Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member.

is difficult to get around, it is handy to
have a remote control device to turn lights
on and off, control a fan, room air condi-
tioner, or any other small appliance.
Having a remote video camera in posi-
tion to show who is at the door is also
very handy.  There are also devices that
can be worn on a cord around the neck
so in case of en emergency help can be
summoned at the press of a button.
Telephones for hearing impaired are
available for free in California (with the
proper documentation).

The many helpful uses of a computer
are not restricted to the elderly.  People of
all ages may have a disability.  And, you
don’t have to have a disability to let your
computer make life easier and more fun.

I would really like to hear from any-
one who is using or knows of interest-
ing programs or devices that can be
used to improve the quality of life for
so many of us.  Please e-mail me with
any suggestions or ideas at
EliseME@aol.com.

ELISE M. EDGELL is a member of the North
Orange County Computer Club, CA

This article is brought to you by the
Editorial Committee of the Association of
Personal Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization
of which this group is a member.

Ask not, continued from page 11

For the rough indoors: The sport utility mouse

New SIG on
Web Design

Want to design your own website
but don’t know where to start?

This SIG will discuss things to
consider when creating a site. We’ll
cover the essentials of web page de-
sign software—which will work best
for you, and how to find your way
around the interface. Then topics such
as web page usability, browser con-
straints, site promotion, interactivity,
Flash (pro’s & con’s), image optimiz-
ing, and anything that relates to good
design will  beup for debate.

Bring your questions and con-
cerns. In an interactive setting, We will
make sense of the steps needed and
how to avoid the pitfalls involved in
web page creation, both from the de-
sign perspective as well as from deal-
ing with technical constraints.

Watch for further announcements.
For more information please contact
Anna Collens at  acvo@annagraphics.
com or 203-746-5922.
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Random Access

July 2003
Bruce Preston, Moderator

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING
may submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meet
ing. We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail,

as we will not be able to ask for additional information.

Q. (AskDACS) I tried to install Windows
XP on my computer, it didn’t install
properly, so we let it return to Win-
dows Me.  When it boots, it gives me
a boot manager dialog, with the op-
tion of (1) Windows or (2) Windows
Default with the highlight on Win-
dows Default.  If I let it time out it
goes to Windows Default, which evi-
dently is the pointer to the failed XP
installation - that just resets the ma-
chine and brings me back to the boot
manager screen.  If I manually se-
lect the first option, then Windows Me
starts up just fine.   Is there a way to
change the selection, or eliminate the
boot manager entirely?

A. There is a file named BOOT.INI
located in the root directory of your
machine.  It is hidden, read-only, and
a system file.  To get at it, you need to
open a DOS command window
(START / RUN / COMMAND )
(CMD for Windows NT, 2000, or XP)
and run the ATTRIB command:
C>attrib -r -s -h boot.ini. You may then
edit the boot.ini file - it is a plain text
file.  Delete the entire line for the item
that you don’t want (the second one,
that says WINDOWS (Default).  Save
the file. From the command window,
type  C>attrib   +r   +s   +h    boot.ini.
Boot the machine. Since there is only
one pointer it won’t offer a choice, it
will jump directly into the Windows
Me loader.

Q. A friend has a medical information
web-site, and when he uses a search
engine to look for his site, it ends up
at about position 30,000 out of
40,000.  How does one get your site
to rise to the top?  I was told that put-
ting invisible text of basic keywords,
say ‘hypertension’ many times into
the page would make it respond to a
search on hypertension.

A. In the early days, the search engines
crawled through sites looking for
‘meta-tags’—embedded text in the
site, and then looked at the words in

the title, and then the words within
the page.  Putting dozens of copies
of a word like ‘hypertension’ is
known as keyword spamming, and
the search engines became smart
enough to recognize it.  For a while,
sites had a mechanism known as
‘registering’ where you could give
the URL of a site to the search engine
and request that it be analyized.
Some search engines may still have
this available.  We have found that
search engines now seem to be
biased towards finding pages that
other sites link into. For example,
the DACS site frequently comes up
on the first page of a search
involving user groups.  If you do this
search on Google:
link:www.dacs.org   you will see that
Google has found 164 (as of 7/21/
03) links to our home page.  The
preface ‘link:’ before a URL is a
special keyword to Google, that tells
it to identify links into that site.
There are packages and subscription
services out there that offer to
improve your rankings, but no one
present had any experience with
them.  A search revealed this
interesting site: http://
www.searchenginewatch.com/
webmasters/article.php/2168021—
you might want to examine it.

Q. I am looking for a digital camera.  I
won’t say that price is not an issue.
I have found a Kodak Easy Share
443 which uses a docking station.
Reviews indicate that it has a prob-
lem with soft focus for distant stuff.
Does any one have any experience
with this, or recommendations?

 A. No one was present with experience
with that camera.  Others liked
Olympus and Canon.  Some
generalities are that you want to
concentrate on the quality of the
optical lens and optical zoom rather
than digital zoom.  Digital zoom
only samples the center of the image

capturing CCD, so you aren’t getting
the full megapixel quality when you
use digital zoom.  For what it is
worth, on eBay, many love the
Kodak family of cameras if they are
doing macro close-ups, such as
coins, stamps, etc.  However, the
same people say that for images of
a large object, say a cabinet, they are
disappointed.

Q. My computer runs Internet Explorer
5.5 and has last years Turbo Tax on
it.  Now, every time I ask for an
internet connection there is a four
to five minute delay before anything
happens!  What is going on?

A. While we can’t prove it, we highly
suspect that it is a side-effect of the
Macrovision DRM (Digital Rights
Management) layer (Safecast/C-
Dilla) that got added to the machine
as part of the Safecast/C-Dilla copy-
protection package that was installed
when you installed Turbo Tax.  The
delay sounds like a problem where
it is not resolving the domain name
lookup correctly, timing out, and
then only after timing out is it
realizing that it needs to establish
your dial-up connection.  Intuit took
a real beating in the press and market
place as a result of the problems
introduced by their copy protection.
This link: http://www.geocities.com/
Si l iconValley/Network/8814/
cdillaremoval.html has detailed
instructions on how to remove the
DRM package.  Note, however, that
this will also disable Turbo Tax.  The
Intuit site: http://
www. t u r b o t a x s u p p o r t . c o m /
servicesupport/ also has removal
instructions.  Note that uninstalling
Turbo Tax of itself does not remove
the DRM package.  Intuit has
announced that once the final filing
date for 2002 taxes (October, 2003)
has passed that they will publish a
version of Turbo Tax 2002 that does
not have the copy protection. They
have also announced that they will
not use the mechanism next year for
pre-paid copies (retail or direct from
Intuit) of Turbo Tax.

Q. I am running XP Pro - how do I dif-
ferentiate between hybernate mode
versus standby mode?  I have sched-
uled activities that don’t run—the
schedule log says that the task did
not run because the machine was
not on, yet it was.
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DACS members may
publ ish noncommercial ,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed
electronically by fax or by
modem, or hard-copy may
be submit ted at  our
monthly general meeting.
Fax your ads to Charl ie
Bovaird at 203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the
members’  table at the
meeting.

FREE CLASSIFIEDSFREE CLASSIFIEDSA. The schedule task will only run if there
is a software timer associated with
the scheduler running, which
requires that the CPU is running.  If
your power management shuts down
the machine, then the timers aren’t
running.  The only thing that is
running is the system time-of-day
clock, which is not driven by the
CPU.  It does not have an alarm
function.  If your machine goes into
standby or hibernate, then the only
things that will wake it up are the
power switch, wake-on-lan (WOL)
on a network card if so equipped,
wake-on-modem (WOM) on a
modem if so equipped, and in some
cases, a keyboard press or mouse
movement. If your requirements are
that a scheduled event take place
then you must defeat certain (but not
all) power management functions,
such that the CPU keeps running so
that it can run the timer(s).

BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A
DACS director, Bruce also leads the Access
SIG. Members may send tech queries to Bruce
at askdacs@dacs.org.

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 5/2003
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

1) Bert Goff
2) Shepherd Nachbar
3) B. Bora & Pelin Bali

6/14/03 thru 7/24/03
New Members

For Sale Palm M505 PDA w/ case $100.00
Netgear DS104 4 Prot 10/100 Mbps Dual
Speed Hub $20.00 Best Data Products
Internal (16-bit ISA) V.90 modem $5.00

Contact: Jeff Setaro @ 203-748-6748 or
jasetaro@mags.net



Aug 5 • Bill Keane, What’s New on the Linux Desktop
Sept 2 • Dave Whittle, IseeMedia PhotoVista & Muvee AutoProducer
Octr 7 • PowerQuest Corp., DriveImage & PartitionMagic

VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203, or

(1-866) 770-6203
and become a

Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie
volunteer.
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