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Thinking about your hard drive
Is size all that matters?

Even the biggest drives can
crash and lose data.

Viruses can infect your
system and damage or
destroy precious files.

Full protection requires
not only safe practices,
but a thorough plan to
back up data on addi-
tional hard drives or
other media.

Are you safe and
protected?

Find out at our
next DACS meeting,
when Gene and
Linda Barlow of User
Group Relations ex-
plain how to organize,
store,  protect and re-
cover your data with the
latest software tools from
Powerquest Corporation.
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Elections
Coming

Each December, half
     the seats on the
DACS Board of Direc-

tors are up for election. This is your op-
portunity to come forward and volunteer
for nomination to the Board, and to help
build DACS into an ever better user group.
If you are interested, please talk with me
at the General Meetings or contact me by
phone or e-mail.

This Thursday, I  wasted a day going
down to see PC Expo. This once great show
is now called TechXNY. With a moniker
like that, it’s no wonder the show has fallen
apart. (See Marc Cohen’s commentary on
page 11). Three of us rode the train from
Danbury and enjoyed the conversation
down and back. The small size of the show
was made all the more apparent by the vast
areas of floor space that were screened off.
The rumor on the show floor was that
Microsoft canceled “late” (whatever that
means) with the implication that all the
other large vendors canceled as well. It’s a
shame that we have lost this resource. I
enjoyed the annual pilgrimage to the city
—a day of learning what was new in the
personal computer industry. The best part
of the show was the many small booths
around the floor perimeter where emerg-
ing companies struggled to be noticed—
companies like Danbury-based Relay
Communications, Inc. who I first saw there
sometime in the late 80’s. Or how about
the year when Netscape released Naviga-
tor? Everyone had a product or package to
access the Internet, except Microsoft who
was talking about the Microsoft Network

which was intended to compete with
CompuServe, Prodigy and AOL. And then
there was the year I listened to Bill Gates’s
keynote address when he told us how OS/
2 was the future of computing.

The congregation of industry people
spawned other events. Back in the old days,
many of the people who ran forums on
CompuServe met each year for a “Sysop
Gathering”. PC Expo brought these people
to New York and it was fun to put a face to
familiar names. PC Expo is dead—R.I.P.

SCO, UNIX and
Intellectual Property

There is a very interesting take on the
SCO vs. Linux issue on BYTE.com (re-
member BYTE Magazine?). Go to
byte.com and search on SCO. The first ar-
ticle will be “SCO Owns Your Computer”
by Trevor Marshall, an interview with
Chris Sontag, SCO’s Senior Vice President,
Operating Systems Division. The gist of
the article is that SCO’s claims go far be-
yond Linux. There is an implication that
both Apple and Microsoft could suffer as
well if SCO is successful with the IBM suit.
The original UNIX licenses were like the
GPL in that ownership of all derivative
works reverted back to AT&T. The key
technologies where SCO claims their own-
ership rights have been infringed are:

• JFS (Journalling File System).
• NUMA (Non Uniform Memory Ac-

cess), a SGI/Stanford collaboration.
• RCU (Read-Copy-Update).
• SMP (Symmetrical Multi-Processing).
Further, the original UNIX licenses

covered all “methods” and “concepts” of
operating systems and thus all operating
system developed since UNIX System V
are derivative works. The implications sort
of suck the air right out of you, eh? My
guess is that it will take at least five years
for any of this to make any real headway
in the U.S. court system. What about over-
seas? Well it only gets murkier. The UNIX
licenses were, naturally, based on US fed-
eral and state laws. Several European com-
panies have filed for injunctions to prevent
SCO from spreading FUD in Europe until
SCO’s case is proven in court. The author
speculates that SCO will find things much
more difficult overseas.

So why target Linux? Well because the
source code is available, of course. Linux is
the only operating system where SCO can
actually look for snippets of code that closely
resembles the code in UNIX System V. So
they hired “experts” to do just that.

Read the article. It gives a perspective
of this potentially very serious problem that
is not presented by the general press.

—JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (dacsprez@dacs.org)

VPs: Gene Minasi  •  Marlène Gaberel  •  Jeff Setaro
SECRETARY: Larry Buoy  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgram NameName Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
Photoshop 5.5, 6, 7 Annette Collens (203) 746-2340 (   e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Larry Buoy (860) 355-0394 lbuoy@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Marlène Gaberel (203) 426-4846 mgaberel@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 jgallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane.nai@rcn.com
Allan Ostergren (860) 210-0047 dacseditor@dacs.org
Frank Powers (203) 791-1140 fpowers@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 dacsprez@dacs.org
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan ostergren: (860) 210-0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM / WEB MASTER: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748
SIG COORDINATOR: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330    WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

Directors’ notes, cont. on page 4

A Regular Meeting of your Board of Di-
rectors was held at the Resource Cen-

ter on Monday, September 8, 2003, at 7:00
p.m. Present were Messrs. Bovaird, Buoy,
Keane, Ostergren, Scheef and Setaro.
President Jim Scheef presided and Secre-
tary Larry Buoy kept the record. Minutes
of the last meeting of the Board held Au-
gust 11, 2003 were approved as presented.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $16,721.58, consist-
ing of bank and postal accounts in the
amount of $16,854.23, plus postage on
hand of $132.65. Subtracting liabilities of
prepaid dues in the amount of $7,214.58
left a net of $9,507.00. Charlie also re-
ported current membership of 422.

Review of General Meeting presenta-
tions scheduled or hoped for resulted in the
following lineup: October - PowerQuest
(PartitionMagic/Drive Image); November
- Microsoft (Office 2003); December -
John Patrick; January - Intuit; February -
Hacking Tools; and March - Snap Video.
For one of the foregoing tentative January
or February subjects, a program of mem-
bers’ “Favorite Shareware” may be substi-
tuted. (Your Board of Directors would
welcome any suggestions re: potential
resentations from within or without the
DACS membership.)

It was announced that Gene Minasi had
notified us that the first tuesday of June,
2004, has been reserved by the hospital for
a Medical Town Meeting and that the
DACS meeting had been rescheduled for
the second Tuesday, June 8.

Jim Scheef expressed frustration in try-
ing to find appropriate sites for posters for
General Meetings. Jim also touched on the
subject of possible donations of comput-
ers from Casey Family Services, with the
unresolved problems of where they could
be stored while in refurbishing and licens-
ing of an operating system to be installed
thereon. He also stated that he intended to
ask Casey if they could be “filtered.” Jim
also asked Jeff Setaro if he could contact
the Microsoft “Mindshare” site and asso-
ciate all our Microsoft-oriented SIGS with
the DACS registration.

Charlie Bovaird reported that, in the
limited time since publication, there had
been a light response to the member sur-
vey contained in the September issue of the
newsletter.

Jim Scheef broached the subject of pos-
sible recruitment of members via distribu-
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Learn about
Windows Server 2003

Due to overwhelming interest in
our project to upgrade the server at
the Resource Center, we are organiz-
ing a short-term SIG. We plan to se-
lect a book as a reference, and then
schedule a series of meetings in Sep-
tember for trial installations on an-
other machine. Once we're sure of
what we want to do, we'll upgrade the
RC server. The entire process should
be a great learning experience. I ex-
pect that we will meet three or four
times over a five or six week period
starting in early September.

To join us, send  an email to dacsprez
@dacs.org, with a copy to Server 2003_
DACS-subscribe@yahoo groups.com.
You must send to both addresses to be
sure your name is somewhere in the email.
The second address is a Yahoo group
(email list) that we will use for discussion.

 This will be fun!

—JIM SCHEEF

When dining at the

DACS Resource Center,

please carry your

leftovers out with you.

Thanks!
     The

      management

Do you have special
computer skills or a
business that uses

digital technology in
interesting ways?

Demonstrate your unique
talents and expertise

at a General Meeting.

Become
a DACS

Presenter

Directors’notes, continued from page 3

tion of the DACS newsletter to area busi-
nesses through their Information Tech-
nology departments. It was the consen-
sus that without specific contacts within
individual companies, such mailings
would not attract much attention. Allan
Ostergren suggested accessing the Cham-
ber of Commerce membership list as a
method of filtering out possible interested
businesses.

Allan Ostergren declared that he had
run somewhat dry of clip art usable for
the front cover of the newsletter, but had
discovered a source (clipart.com) which,
though more expensive, offered well over
a million selections. The amount involved
being well within a discretionary expen-
diture, he was advised to give such source
a try.

—LARRY BUOY

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION (re-
quired by 39 U.S.C. sec. 3685)

DACS.DOC, ISSN 1084_6573 is pub-
lished monthly at 4 Gregory Street,
Danbury, CT 6810-7271.

The filing date of this Statement is
May 1, 2003. Annual subscription price is
$25.00.

Complete mailing address for known
office of publication is 4 Gregory Street,
Danbury, CT 06810-7271.

Names and addresses of Publisher,
Editor and Managing Editor are: Publisher,
Danbury Area Computer Society, Inc., 4
Gregory Street, Danbury, CT 06810-7271;
Editor and Managing Editor,  Al lan
Ostergren, 2 Crooked Furrows Lane,
Sherman,  CT 06784.

Owner is Danbury Area Computer So-
ciety, Inc., 4 Gregory Street, Danbury, CT
06810-7271.

Known bondholders, mortgagees and
other security holders owning or holding
1  percent or more of the total amount of
bonds, mortgages or other securities  are:
None.

The purpose, function, and nonprofit
status of this organization and the exempt
status for federal income tax purposes has
not changed during the preceding 12
months.

DACS is offering members free space to advertise their
small businesses in the business card section of the col-
ored insert in dacs.doc. This offer is being made subject
to space available, and cards will be rotated each month
to guarantee equal access.

Please send your cards to DACS at 4 Gregory Street,
Danbury, CT 06810-4430, give to any board member, or
e-mail graphic image to dacseditor@dacs.org.

Sorry, but postal regulations require that ads be com-
puter related, and specifically forbid ads for Credit, In-
surance or Travel Services.

Let DACS Promote
your Business
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Meeting Preview

The hard facts on hard drives
By M. Gaberel

IF PREVIOUS PRESENTATIONS
by Gene Barlow are any indications
to the one that he

will give on October
7th at DACS general
meeting, members
will learn all about
the intricacies of
their hard disk. Gene
will talk on behalf of
PowerQuest  Corpo-
ration, a data recov-
ering and hard disk
back-up system.

At the October
2003  meeting Gene
will explore the dif-
ferent backup op-
tions available and
help  members pick the one that is best
for your needs. Gene says that “This is
an  important topic that every PC user
should understand and implement on
their computer” and that “your hard
drive is the heart of your computer and
contains all of the operating system

modules and application programs that
make your computer function. It is also

where you store
your priceless data
files that you cre-
ate using your
computer. To lose
any or all of the
files stored on
your hard  drive is
a major disaster
and one that
would take you
weeks or months
to recover  from.
You may never re-
cover from the
loss of your most
important files.”

Hard disk maintenance, a topic most
would agree is rather dry and boring
comes alive and interesting when Gene
Barlow tackles it. Attend the October
7th  meeting and listen to Gene explain
in words that is understood by all the
subject of hard disk maintenance.

 The meeting will take place as usual
at Danbury hospital Auditorium start-
ing at 7 p.m. with the main presenta-
tion at 8.00. For additional information
on the meeting and direction to the
Danbury hospital Auditorium, please
check DACS web page at
www.dacs.org .
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I HAD PREVIOUSLY heard of
MySQL as a database system that runs
under Linux.  I was very pleased when

I found in a newsletter that MySQL has a
version that runs under windows.  I went
to the web site and sure enough it was
available.

Website.
The MySQL website has all the down-

loads and information I could want about
the database system. There is a newslet-
ter and manuals and articles to keep me
busy for a long time.  I recommend a look.
MySQL is also available for purchase or
really, paid support is available.  The da-
tabase system is produced and distributed
by  MySQL AB a Swedish Company. I
must say they have done a great job of
getting the documentation translated to
English.

The Download
I started the download on the afternoon

of the Great Blackout of 2003. Luckily I
downloaded to a new lap top which had a
fully charged battery. Of course, the
phones run on battery power and didn’t
go down. The download took about an
hour and a half.  MySQL has a great num-
ber of mirror sites from which you can
download. I chose the University of Pitts-
burgh and had no problems. The down-
loaded file is 22 megabytes. I downloaded
to a Dell Inspiron 5100 with a Pentium 4
processor, running Windows XP. I have a
forty Gigabyte hard drive so space is not
an issue.  The zipped files were no prob-
lem.

The Install
The install took maybe two min-

utes; most of which was my fumbling.

Documentation
The full manual is part of the down-

load. It is also available on line at the
MySQL Site. The manual is very big
and detailed. It covers problems with
installing on all flavors of Unix. Up-
date policy and future plans are covered
in detail. I started reading the manual
from the beginning because I didn’t
know exactly how to get started. The

manual appeared, at first, to be Unix
oriented but there is plenty of material
for Windows. On reaching chapter
three, I really found what I needed to
get things started. That is what I talk
about in Usage.

WinMySQLadmin.
WinMySQLadmin is a program that

comes with the download and is used for
admin tasks such as adding users and pass-
words and clean up. I bring it up here to
comment on the translation of the
WinMySQLadmin documentation. It
needs some work.

Usage
What I was really looking for was a

substitute for Microsoft Access.
MySQL is in a different league.  It is
usually compared to Microsoft SQL
Server. Indeed that is what is down-
loaded; a database server and a client,
and of course, much more.  I wanted a
very basic home system that would help
me to learn SQL and the MySQL suite.
There are many more facilities and pro-
grams, such as MySQLCC, an API for
accessing the server from Java or even
from Microsoft Access. I hope to make
those topics of future papers.

One of the first programs I ran was
WinMySQLadmin.  It is a GUI form of
the admin program and I would guess
it is unique to the Windows version of
MySQL.

I must point out, at this point, that I
started all of these programs from the
Command Prompt. In older versions of
Windows, the Command Prompt was
referred to as the DOS window and I
once came across a book in which it had
to be explained for people who only
know GUIs and Windows.  The Com-
mand prompt under Windows XP is
more useful than it was under DOS in
that it is a window and can be scrolled
up and down. This makes it a kind of
work space in which you can see all of
what you have done in a session.

Getting back to WinMySQLadmin;
I can’t find a specific reference but in
running it I was able to have the server
portion, MySQLd, installed as a service

under Windows XP. That means that
both WinMySQLadmin and the server,
MySQLd start up every time I boot.
WinMySQLadmin gives you a window
into the server environment. It gives dis-
plays of the server machine and operat-
ing system, server statistics, error file,
system variables, and a display of data-
bases and tables.

Database Server
The server portion, MySQLd, is

meant for a multiuser system and is in-
tended to be run on a server machine in
a networked environment.  I found it
works quite well with both the server
and client on the same machine. Every
system comes with an already created
database named MySQL. It is a direc-
tory to other databases.  There is also a
test database named Test that can be
used by the user.

The Client
The client is named Mysql. It is also

called a terminal monitor and is used for
interactive SQL queries and building da-
tabases and tables. The client must be
started in the directory Bin. Chapter three
of the manual has a fine tutorial for get-
ting started. It starts by having the user
enter some queries that don’t even require
tables such as Select version(),
current_date;. Then the tutorial gives you
commands to build databases and tables.
There are examples of insert commands
and selects of many kinds. There is, of
course, an Update command to go back
and fix records.

I was able to create my own da-
tabase and add a table, then insert some
records.  I did some selects to see that
everything was ok. With this facility I
should be able to build proficiency in
SQL and keep the data bases that I want
for my own records.

Batch facility
MySQL allows the user to build

standard jobs. That is, commands can
be placed in a file and then submitted
to MySQL for execution from the com-
mand prompt.  I was able to type a
simple select statement into a file us-
ing Notepad and then execute it in the
command window, like this:

c:\mysql\bin> MySQL <booksall.txt
I found that I had to precede the Se-

lect with an instruction to use the data-
base in which I created my Books table.
So the file contents looked like this:

Software Review

MySQL On Windows
By Richard F. DiFranco
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UseRichardInc;
Select * from Books;

MySQL doesn’t yet have a stored pro-
cedure facility. It has been promised in
coming revisions.

Printing
Using the command file or batch fa-

cility leads to printing results, however
crudely.  To get a printable listing I re-
submitted my batch file with an outgo-
ing indicator:

c:\mysql\bin>mysql < booksall.txt >
booklist

This gave me a text file that I can
print. The listing lacks formatting but
it was good enough for a first cut.

Pushing on I have added more
records using Insert and I have adjusted
a record with Update.

Other
According to MySQL AB, the name

is pronounced My Ess Que Ell but if
you want to call it something different,
they won’t complain.

MySQL is already big and well
known but I think it is just starting to
grow in North America.  As Linux
grows so will MySQL and with a good
working version for windows, more
people will be discovering this product.
At present, people may find it a little
formidable because it must be used
through the command prompt with SQL
commands. The next piece that I want
to down load is the MySQLCC which
is the command center. I suspect from
what I have read so far that this is a
more convenient interface.

It was my intention to outline how
to get MySQL up and running a quickly
as possible and that meant leaving out
a lot of information about security and
administration.  I feel that I can learn
those pieces and add them as my needs
demand.  I think a look at the manual
and website will show how versatile and
powerful MySQL can be.  And, of
course, the price is hard to beat.

RICH DIFRANCO has been a DACS member
since the Brookfield library days.
Programmed in FORTRAN, COBOL, and
Paradox Now learning the new platforms as
well as producing an occasional essay.

QUATTRO PRO HAS A BUG.

I recently bought a new computer.
WordPerfect and Quattro Pro came pre-
installed.  I keep a spreadsheet with the
mileage for my Honda Civic. Each row
has miles to date,
miles traveled on
the current fill up,
and gallons. I also
convert the miles to
kilometers and the
gallons to liters. I
also calculate kilo-
meters per liter but
that's not the prob-
lem nor important
right now. At the
bottom of certain
columns I have for-
mulas (built in func-
tions) to tell me the
high (Max), low
(Min) and Average
(Average).  I use named ranges on the col-
umns to plug into the formulas. Each time
I fill up I add a row to the spreadsheet. To
include the new row in the formula, I have
to change the range.  This worked fine on
earlier versions of Quattro Pro and it was
not a lot of trouble under Excel. Under
the present version of Quattro Pro, it is
much more arduous.

To change a range, I bring up a dialog
box which has a list of "cell names", a text
box for specifying the range, and buttons
for Add, Delete, Close, Cancel, and Help.
Adding a new range is nota problem.
Modifying an existing range takes a lot of
doing. The Help for modifying says to
choose a name, type the new coordinates
and click Add. However, this is where I
think there is a bug because as soon as I
click on a range (cell) name the add but-
ton grays out.  Under older versions of
Quattro pro there was an OK button to
effect the change. Now I have to delete
the name and range and reenter the whole
thing.

After going through this for a few
weeks and not getting help from Corel,
somehow it occurred to me that if I put

Sometimes You Have to Reinvent the Wheel.
By Richard F. DiFranco

Troubleshooting

the range into another cell I could refer-
ence the contents of that cell as the range
that I wanted. I looked for functions that
would return a range and found none. Fi-
nally I found a  function named "@@().
@@() takes an argument of a cell refer-
ence and returns the contents of the refer-
enced cell.

Now I have my
ranges defined un-
der each column
and each of the
Min, Max and Av-
erage functions get
the appropriate
range from @@().
It looks something
like this.  The con-
tents of Cell C17 is
d2..d9. The Min
function in column
C looks like this:

Min(@@(c17))

Changing the
ranges each time I enter a new row is
easier than with either Quattro Pro or Ex-
cel.

It also occurred to me that this tech-
nique can be used in Excel as well if you
don't like the way ranges are handled.

They say that programmers will some-
times make three right turns in order to
turn left. Sometimes you have to reinvent
the wheel to keep things rolling.
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES: October 2003

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Ac-
cess database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  Oct 14

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Don Pearson, 914 669-9622 (pearson@attglobal.net).
Meets on Wednesday of the week following the General Meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., at Don Pearson's office, North Salem, NY.
Next meeting: Oct 15

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net. Meets on 1st Wednes-
day, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Members' suggestions are welcome.
Next Meeting: Oct 1

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com for
thedetails). Meets on last Wednesday, 7p.m.
Next Meeting: Oct 24

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: Oct 16

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. Nov also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (bkeane.nai@rcn.com) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Oct 15

MICROCONTROLLER.  Investigates microcontroller applications
from theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Oct 28

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: Oct 9

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Oct 1

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Oct 27

WEB DESIGN. Explores popular applications for designing and
creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets on third Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Oct 21.

Graphics. The DACS graphics sig will be meeting at a new
location starting in October. Any interested  members, please
call Ken Graff at 203-775-6667 or e-mail graffic@bigfoot.com
for the details.

Server & Networking. We had a rambunctious meeting in
September. Our primary focus was a quick run thru the ba-
sic installation of Server 2003. To save time, I did the initial
installation steps prior to the meeting. We then stepped thru
the setup wizard to configure basic networking. The result
was a server that did nothing! This is the new design of
Microsoft Server 2003 installation. Where Windows 2000
Server installed and activated almost everything by default
with almost no security, Server 2003 activates nothing and
gives nothing open permissions. Thus the result is a locked
down server that requires more work to configure anything.
By default, Server 2003 will not even share files over the
network!

In October we will continue a discussion of Server 2003 and
also discuss requirements for the Resource Center Linux
server project.

Watch the BackOffice-DACS and Server2003-DACS email
lists on Yahoo for meeting times and schedule for the spe-
cial Server 2003 group.

The next Server & Networking SIG meeting will be Thurs-
day October 9th at 7pm in the DACS Resource Center.

Web Design. The DACS Web Design SIG got off to a flying
start! A presentation dealing with the technical basics of start-
ing a website was covered. Details can be seen at the DACS
Web Design site: http://www.annagraphics.com/sigsite/
Follow the “Notes” link for a synopsis and some useful reg-
istration and software links. (The “Notes” page will be up-
dated with new content after each meeting.)

The subjects for October 21st. are Image Optimizing &
Dreamweaver basics. There will be a demonstration on how
to create a home page layout by translating a pencil sketch
into digital outline using Photoshop. Then an overview of
the Dreamweaver interface will give everyone the opportu-
nity to see if this is the “WYSIWYG” software they’d like to
use and learn.

Do you ever wonder "how’d they do that?” when you see a
good looking web page? Then join us for a “behind the
scenes” peek into the process of web page design!

Under construction
Clean fill wanted
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The pied piper of pix packs
Reviewed by Marc Cohen

Meeting Review

AT OUR SEPTEMBER meeting
we were treated with a dynamic
one man show, con-

ducted by a master presenter
Dave Whittle.  Representing
several companies he intro-
duced to us to a diverse se-
ries of new products.

Starting with a view of
Intel’s new technology de-
signed specifically for the
mobile computer user,
Intel’s Centrino technology,
designed from the ground
up for the notebook PC,
Intel provides three compo-
nents the “Intel pentium M”
processor, the “Intel 855
chipset” and “Intel’s pro
wireless 210 network con-
nection.” Together these components pro-
vide low power consumption and low op-
erating temperature, high speed and
intergrated 802.11b Wi-Fi wireless LAN
capabilities. Dave stated that he had been
using laptops as his primary computer
while conducting his peripatetic travels.
This is the first time he really felt the free-
dom of being untethered from both the
powergrid and phone lines. His Centrino
powered IBM PC provided him with over
6 hours of battery usage without the need
to plug in, permitting him to remain in
touch with his office network from the
many hotspots now found in most of the
larger cities and airports. A far cry from
his previous mobile experience. “Intel
Centrino” powered Laptops are rapidly
reaching the market as I write this. Check
with your favorite vendor for the latest
prices.

Switching gears, Dave quickly segued
to the other products he represents. Start-
ing with Micro Research Institute’s “3D
Album” Photo Organizer, which can sort
an unlimited number of photos and present
them in sequence or random order in an
amazing array of 23 styles of fades, wipes,
dissolves, flips, turns and 3D effects. All
of the transitions between each photo can
be customized to change the speed, color,
material or texture. Music text and narra-
tion can be synchronized with the photos.
If that’s not enough, a rapidly growing
number of presentation styles are avail-
able for free download at www.3d-

album.com  The albums can be saved to
your computer, CD, DVD  or zipped and

transmitted over the
Internet, permitting auto
play on other computers.
“3D Album” Internet priced
at $59. A usergroup special
includes Visviva’s “Anima-
tion Capture” (a $24.95
value) so you can save your
slide show in various movie
formats ready for DVD
authoring. User group com-
bined pricing is available
from webworkingservices.
com at $35.00. is an afford-
able way to add excitement
and variety to your next
slide presentation.

Keeping in the photo
enhancement mode Dave presented sev-
eral programs by “iSeeMedia,” The prod-
uct management team, from MGI Soft-
ware which was acquired by Roxio Inc.
in 2002, recently formed the new Toronto
based software company “iSeeMedia” re-
taining its patented key assets, Image
Server, Web Imaging Tools and Digital
Content Management system, from Roxio

PhotoVista’s “Virtual Tour,” includ-
ing, another program, PhotoVista’s “Pan-
orama 2.0,” which stitches together seam-
less 360 degree panoramic views which
can be scanned and zoomed using the
mouse. Dave described that 3D can be (in-
side out) where the camera is in the cen-
ter, and rotated thru 360 degrees to take a
series of photos. PhotoVista’s “3D Ob-
jects”, is a separate product that is also
included in PhotoVista Virtual Tour, is the
program that does the (out side in 3D),
where an object can be placed on a turn-
table and rotated at equal degree steps
while taking a series of photos, then stitch
them together to create a virtual image that
can be rotated to view the object from all
angles.

The combined programs in “Virtual
Tour” expands the above program it can
creating hotspots to link panoramas to-
gether, zoom from a mountain top
panoramia, to another of a beach, linking
thru the front door of the hotel and then
link thru the lobby, dining rooms, hallway
panoramas then linking to each room. PV
Virtual Tour is great for technically in-

clined amateurs and tourists as well as  the
professional, Travel Agencies, Realitors,
Shopping Mall kiosk programers etc.

A stand alone version of  “Panorama
3.0” Is Internet priced at $59.95 The User
group price available from webworking
services.com is $35

The combined package “Virtual Tour”
home version is Internet priced at $249.
User group combined pricing is available
from webworkingservices.com at $125;
the commercial version, with additional
features, is priced higher.

The third program presented was,
muvee Technologies’ “muvee
autoProducer”  switching from still pho-
tos to video editing with “muvee
AutoProducer” The producers of this soft-
ware call it artistic intelligence, and that,
it seems to be. All you have to do, is se-
lect some video footage, add music of
your choice, then choose from a section
of 24 editing styles from a slick MTVstyle
, wide screen, TV style, If you pick “Per-
sonal style”  it automatically gives prior-
ity to facial closeups...or pick a silent film
styles of the ’20’s. the program converts
your color footage to a jerkey, grainy,
black&white with added scratches. then
add your own titles, sub titles, and cap-
tions, selecting from a variety of fonts.
(Charley Chaplin, watch out.)  Then just
click on the “make muvee” icon and in a
few seconds it’s done.The style you pick
affects the content. copy your final cut to
a cd and it’s ready to play. Muvee is used
by numerous professionals to save time
in producing superior results… It’s a great
learning tool and a fun addition to have in
your video tool box. but It won’t replace
your primary video editing package

“Muvee autoProducer” internet price
$59.95 User group Price from
webworkingservices.com is 0nly $35.00.

MARC COHEN  is the perpetual computer
novice, who wishes computers would solve
problems, and not create new ones.
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Trade Shows

Techxny and PCexpo
an unconventional team

By Marc Cohen

THIS YEAR’S Techxny and
PCexpo is now only a shadow of
its former size. The earlier shows

covered all three
floors of the
Javitts center.
Took all of at least
one very rushed
day or better yet
two days to cover.
This years show,
occupied a bit
more than half of
the main level and
only took a lei-
surely two hours
to view. Admit-
tedly we were
there on the last
day of the show,
but in conversa-
tion with the ex-
hibitors, the other
two days were not much busier. (The
food vendors must have been crying.)

This, nonprofessional, home com-
puter user, was ready to leave after only
two hours, arriving at 11 and departing

after  lunch at
1:30, Olympus,
displayed digital
cameras and color
printers in their
large booth.
Hewlett Packard
displayed their
inkjet and laser
printers in their
relatively large
area.  A small list
of component
equipment pro-
viders, wireless
n e t w o r k i n g ,
memory chip,
flash card manu-
factures and flat
panel  display

companies filed the rest of the floor
space.

Senior Center wants Computer
Volunteer Instructors

The New Fairfield Senior Center located in the Heritage
Plaza (next to Curves) is looking for responsible volunteers
with knowledge of Windows / Word / Photoshop / Internet,
to teach 8 weekly 1½ hour classes in Winter 2003/4. The
Sunshine Computer Center has 8 Win-XP PCs. Please con-
tact Kathy Hull if interested at n.ffld.senior@snet.net 203-
312-5665. For more information about the center, surf at:
www.volunteersolutions.org/vcswc/volunteer/agency/
one_191914.html.

Conspicuously missing were the
former big displays by Kodak, Intel,
Microsoft and Epson and others. There
was no big presents of computer assem-
blers showing their newest and great-
est stuff. One corner of the floor de-
voted space to the Outsource World,
where India and Romania occupied
more space than any of the big com-
puter names.

The only explanation I can come up
with, is the maturing of the industry.
Just a few years ago there were many
new and break thru products, both hard-
ware and software. How many more
tools can be added to word processors,
spreadsheets or image editing, without
making them too complex? Now most
of the improvements are mainly bells
and whistles. Improvements in image
resolution and processing and broad-
band speed, though important are
readily explainable in a few words, not
enough reason to attend a show.

My feeling is that the local computer
fairs at Westconn, and the other school
and exhibit halls provide a broader dis-
play of the newer products.

I would like to hear other opinions,
reports or comments especially from
any members that may have attended
the recent Comdex or other large com-
puter events.

December is election time for
the DACS Board of Directors.

Help support our team.

Join the Board
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THE RECENT MASSIVE infesta-
tion of the Sobig.f Worm, with the
promise of many more to come,

renews the issue of how to deal with
Spam/Viruses/Worms etc. Since I have
a public web site
and contribute to
various listservs,
I was getting over
200 Sobig mes-
sages a day. I’m
sure a few genu-
ine messages
were lost in my
increasingly auto-
matic use of the
delete key.

What  i s  the
best way to deal
with what is at
best an annoyance
and at  worst
something that
can destroy your
PC? First, it is important to understand
how this particular worm worked (and,
because it was so massively successful,
no doubt future ones will do the same).

It had two characteristics that set it
off from previous worms. First, it not
only broadcast to your address book,
but it also scrounged your hard drive
for other email addresses (for example,
in downloaded temp or Web pages).
Second, it spoofed the “from” address,
frequently using the address of some-
one else in your address book. Thus, if
someone received a copy of virus os-
tensibly from me, heckman@
heckmanco.com, it could actually have
come from someone else who had me
in their address book or even in some
temp Internet file that had never been
cleaned out.

While this magnified the spread of
the worm, the bottom line is still that is
spread because people have still not
learned never to open attachments they
are not expecting. Fortunately sobig.f
had an expiration date (Sept. 10) and it
stopped there.

So how do you deal with spam and
various viruses/worms?

It is often said that you should
never try to have yourself removed from

a list, because that only tells the
spammer that you have a valid email
address. However, this advice needs
some modification. Roughly speaking,
spam can be broken down into three

categories: actual
porn; “sex pills”
that offer to grow
various body
parts that  you
may or may not
have; and com-
mercial spam -
mortgages, car
loans, merchan-
dise, etc. offered
by more or less
legitimate mer-
chandizers.

Since the le-
gitimate merchan-
dizers don’t want
to alienate poten-
tial customers,

the chances are they will remove you
from their lists. When I did this system-
atically, I found that my spam dropped
by close to 50%. It does take a week or
so of effort, and you have to keep at it
because retailers routinely sell their lists
to new spammers (Amazon.com does
this all the time, for example). I also kept
my “ask whether to accept cookies”
turned on—why would anyone that is
deleting me from their list want to set a
cookie? But it does have an
effect.

There is also a variety of
anti-spam software on the
market, which typically have
some combination of four el-
ements: white lists (accept
any email from Jones); black
lists (reject any email from
Jones); rules (reject anything
with “Viagra” in the subject
line); and Bayseian filters.

White lists are necessary
(although in the case of
Sobig.f, it does lead to getting
virus mailings supposedly
from people on the “white
list”). Black lists and rules are
a losing battle because
spammers keep changing

their addresses and subject lines, and
vary spellings so that rules are ineffec-
tive (how many variations on “Viagra”
have you seen?). Therefore the key to
an effective anti-spam program is
Bayseian filters.

A Bayseian filter does a statistical
analysis of allowed and rejected email
and assigns it a percentage category
(junk, 60% likelihood it is, not junk).
It continues to learn as you have more
and more email. This is by far the most
effective and elegant way to combat
spam. The best program I have found
for Outlook is “junk-out” (See
www.junk-out.com or www.wopr.com),
although there are a number of others
on the market. It moves suspected spam
to a folder called “Junk” where you can
inspect and delete it. This usually takes
me only a few seconds every morning.

Other approaches, such as chal-
lenge-response (in which the first time
you get an email from someone, a re-
ply is sent to them asking for confirma-
tion. Only when you get the response
does your system let the email through),
tend to have serious drawbacks. Chal-
lenge-response systems, for example,
wreak havoc with listservs and a vari-
ety of email that you may actually want.

The general problem with all ap-
proaches is “false negatives,” i.e., mail
you actually want that is rejected as
spam. For example a lot of spam has
“Hi” or “Hey” in the subject line. If you
have a rule rejecting such email, then
mail from actual friends that start “Hi”
will also be rejected. This is a problem
with many corporate email filters: they
are locked down so tight that wanted
email does not get through. For ex-

Spam, Email, Sobig.f, Worms and
Creatures That Go Bump in the Night

by John Heckman

Computer Security
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ample, a client of mine recently made an
on-line airline reservation, but the cor-
porate spam filter blocked the confir-
mation since it was from an “unknown”
source.

You have to decide where your tol-
erance level for spam falls. The extra
time taken to review (even briefly) sub-
ject lines will eliminate false negatives
(for example, I almost routinely deleted
a message from my brother about
“Isabelle” - the hurricane - because it
seemed like it might be porn), but it
does take you more time.

Finally, the success of recent viruses
and worms only reinforce basic anti-vi-
rus rules:

1.  Have anti-virus software and
keep it up to date.

2.  Keep your file extensions turned
on and never open anything with pro-
grammatic-type extensions such as
*.exe, *.com, *.vbs etc.

3.  Never open an email you are not
expecting even if it “seems” to come
from someone you know

4. Turn the preview pane OFF in
Outlook (turning it on automatically
“opens” the email into the preview
pane, thus violating rule 3).

JOHN HECKMAN is the principal of Heckman
Consulting in Old Saybrook, which does
software consulting and integration for law
firms.

WE ALL HAVE TO DEAL with
SPAM.  It’s annoying, it’s ha-
rassment (I do not appreciate

Viagra or other such sexual products in
my inbox before coffee in the morning!),
and it’s a huge waste of time.

There are a lot of smart people in this
country, and many of them seem to be try-
ing to solve the SPAM problem.  From
filters built into e-mail products like Out-
look, Eudora and Entourage, to third-party
products like Spam Assassin, and even
online groups like SPEWS—it’s a SPAM-
killing arms race.

About 2 years ago I tried to use the built-
in SPAM filters in Outlook at work.  After
finding a few critical customer e-mails
treated as SPAM by Outlook, I decided to
delete the SPAM manually.  I get more than
100 SPAM messages a day, so I’m sure that
I have deleted a few by accident.

I was desperately in search of a solu-
tion when I heard about
www.Mailblocks.com.

Mailblocks is a Web-based e-mail cli-
ent that uses a challenge-response technique
to block SPAM.  It assumes all e-mail is
SPAM and immediately sends a response
to the person who sent the mail asking them
to verify that they are not SPAM.  The
sender has to type in a few numbers (com-
puters can’t read the numbers) and respond.
They only have to do this once and they are
approved for future e-mail.

http://support.mailblocks.com/
t a b _ h o w t o / V a l i d a t i o n /
detail_privacy_howitworks.asp]

My e-mail address was posted on a
number of Web sites, in chat rooms, and
even in print. SPAMMERS use a variety
of methods to find valid e-mails to send
SPAM to, and I seem to have attracted a
large number of them. With Mailblocks
anyone that tries to send me e-mail will
have to prove they are not a SPAMMER.

This approach is so unique they have
patented the technology and are licensing
it to other companies.

They have a really unique feature
called “Trackers” that let you setup a tem-
porary e-mail address. This is perfect for
selling stuff on eBay, signing up for mail
lists, or posting to an online chat room.  If
SPAMMERS find your name, you simply
delete the address and create another. This
way I¹m not risking my main e-mail ad-
dress when I buy something from an
online vendor. When I get the product, my
relationship with the vendor ends, so if I
didn’t ask for it, why are they sending me
all of this e-mail?

 In the spirit of full disclosure, I was
given a free Mailblocks account (most
reviews are written with software “do-
nated” for the review).  I’m not sure I
would have paid for it before I started us-
ing it, but I’m now figuring how to move
all of my e-mail addresses to MailBlocks.

Is it worth $9.95 per year?  Definitely!
Since it costs
about 83 cents per
month for the ser-
vice, if you spend
one hour per week
dealing with
SPAM you¹ll a lot
happier when you
read your e-mail.
They are running a
special that gives
you 2 bonus years
when you sign up
(at the time of this
review).

You can reach mike by
e-mail: mikek@ mail
blocks .com.  Be ready
to respond to the
challenge!

E-mail

Fighting SPAM
By Mike Kaltschnee

VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech
Call Shirley
Fredlund

at 203 770-
6203,

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.
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Random Access

September 2003
Bruce Preston, Moderator

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING
may submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meet
ing. We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail,

as we will not be able to ask for additional information.

Q. (AskDacs) Outlook Express on my
new Windows XP machine just plain
won’t remember the password for
my mail account.  Is there a way to
make it remember?  I have done
searches on the web, and they refer
to corrupted mailboxes and the like,
but my mailbox appears to be fine.

A. While no one at the meeting had a
solution, we subsequently did find
a promising page on the web: http:/
/ w w w . p c h e l l . c o m / s u p p o r t /
oepassword.shtml

Q. I have converted to DSL - self install
kit.  I get the three green lights on
the modem, but I just don’t get a
connection.  I went to the SBC help
desk and worked with them for an
hour, but they just couldn’t get the
connection to work.

A. If the DSL line is being shared by any
other device, all other devices must
have a ‘filter’ between them and the
DSL line.  Be sure to check fax
devices, answering machines, caller
id devices, the phone connection for
an alarm system, and wall phones.
The filter can be ‘shared’ - just make
sure that no telephone device gets
to the circuit without going through
a filter, and that there is no filter
between the DSL modem and the
phone circuit.   If there is only one
PC connected to the DSL modem,
then for SBC you also need their
Enternet 300 PPPoE software.  If
you have a router/firewall between
the PC(s) and the DSL modem then
the router/firewall can have PPPoE
activated within it, and you do not
need (or want!) The Enternet 300
package on any PC.

Q. On the topic of router/firewalls, are
the ones built-into DSL/Cable Mo-
dem router firewalls any good?

A. Yes, but make sure that you have a
firewall in the device when you
purchase it.  For example, only one
model of Linksys devices has a built-
in firewall.

Q. I am looking at a digital camera, it
says that it is 4.3 megapixel, but that
it has a 2.3 interlaced CCD.   Is it a
4.3?

A. No, not really.  Some manufacturers
are starting to play semantics games,
just as they did with scanners, and
‘wattage’ on stereos, etc.

Q. I had a problem upgrading my note-
book from XP Home to XP Pro -
Dial-up networking disappeared,
and isn’t visible in the ‘add network
connection’.

A. If XP Home had the service pack
installed, then the XP Pro upgrade
doesn’t recognize that Dial-Up
networking exists.  It will come back
if you now re-install the service pack.

Q. How good is the password protection
in XP Pro?  I am concerned about
protecting data if the notebook ma-
chine is stolen.

A. It is only fair.  If you really need to
protect the data, it needs to be
encrypted.  There are several add-
ons that work - PGP http://

web.mit.edu/network/pgp.html can
encrypt e-mail or your disk.  F-
Secure’s File Crypto http://www.f-
secure.com/products/filecrypto/ can
also encrypt your disk.  It is
recommended that you not encrypt
the entire disk - for example, don’t
encrypt system folders.  Instead,
create a partition for data that is to
be encrypted (it will look like
another hard disk letter.)

Q. I have been getting a lot of e-mails
from organizations that I have
never heard of, messages get
bounced back to me because they
say I am not correctly configured
or that I have a virus.   My anti-
virus is up-to-date.   What’s going
on?

A. You don’t have the virus.  There are
several viruses or internet worms
in circulation that do bulk mailings
from infected machines.  They
select an address from the infected
machine’s address book, and use
that address to forge the ‘From:’
on the message that is then sent
to everyone else in the address
book or inbox.  What you are
seeing is the result of a mailing
from someone’s machine where
your e-mail address happened to
be the one that was selected.

Q. I downloaded McAfee 7.0 Antivirus
and Firewall.  Somehow it changed
my local printer to a network printer.
I don’t have a network, and now I
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THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 7/2003
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

DACS members may
publish noncommercial,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed
electronically by fax or by
modem, or hard-copy may
be submitted at our
monthly general meeting.
Fax your ads to Charlie
Bovaird at 203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the
members’ table at the
meeting.

FREE CLASSIFIEDSFREE CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale Palm M505 PDA w/ case $100.00
Netgear DS104 4 Prot 10/100 Mbps Dual
Speed Hub $20.00 Best Data Products
Internal (16-bit ISA) V.90 modem $5.00

Contact: Jeff Setaro @ 203-748-6748 or
jasetaro@mags.net

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more? Find all that
plus food for thought at the meeting after the meeting—the DACS PIG SIG.

DACS.DOC

Smart advertisers
reach over

1000
active computer

users and
software buyers

by taking
advantage of

the attractive
advertising rates

in

can’t print.
A. We have never seen this.  Go to

McAfeeHelp.com  http://ts.mcafee
help.com/default.asp?siteID=1 and
eventually you can get to a chat page
where you can ‘talk’ to a live person.
They should be able to help.

Q. I am thinking of getting a laptop -
Dell has them for around $800.  The
new Centrino machines are not hit-
ting the market - what do they have?

A. The Centrino is much faster internally
(a 1.5GHz Centrino might perform
equivalent to a 2.4GHz P4) and also
use considerably less power - battery
life is perhaps three times that of a
current laptop machine, and they run
much cooler. Other than whether it
is a Centrino or not, be sure to look
at other things, such as: Does it have
a floppy drive, or is that an add-on?
Does it have a parallel port, or is that
only available via a docking station
or port-replicator?  Be aware that
some devices, such as parallel port
multi-function devices (printer/
copier/fax etc.) will not work via a
port replicator.  The newer multi-
function devices use USB interfaces
and will be fine.

BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A
DACS director, Bruce also leads the Access
SIG. Members may send tech queries to Bruce
at askdacs@dacs.org.

CommandSets.com is an
Internet service that provides
command sets for English
Speech Recognition functional-
ity available with Macintosh com-
puters. These Command Sets
are available not only for Apple's
English Speech Recognition, but
also for IBM's ViaVoice and
iListen from MacSpeech.

Through October 31,
CommandSets.com is offering
Mac User Groups a special deal
not available to the general pub-
lic: Get 20% off any purchase
of $20 or more. To take advan-
tage of this offer, select the com-
mand sets you want from their
web site (http://www.command
sets.com. When you check out,
type "MUG01" into the CODE
field just above the purchase
button.

Any questions should be di-
rected to Chuck Rogers at
chuck@commandsets.com.

Macintosh Speech
Recognition
Special User
Group Offer



Oct 7 • PowerQuest Corp. - DriveImage & PartitionMagic
Nov 4 • Microsoft Office 2003
Dec 2 • John Patrick - “The Future of the Internet”

VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.
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