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L ast month (last
     year?) I said that I
would make my predic-
tions for the coming
year. But you know
what? Making predic-

tions is hard. It’s especially hard if you
are trying to predict things that will hap-
pen in the future. So, since I’m late get-
ting this done and my predictions from
last year didn’t pan out all that well, I’ve
decided to switch tactics. Here are the
things I wish I could predict for the com-
ing year:

1. SPAM will taper off into insignifi-
cance after a change in the email proto-
col that includes a means to positively
identify the sender.

2. The music and movie industries
will start reasonably priced online ser-
vices where music and movies can be
downloaded and viewed on a variety of
devices.

3. In a fit of intelligent thinking, Con-
gress will repeal the USA Patriot Act and
work to ensure our rights to privacy.

4. Congress will repeal the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act restoring our
rights to use the music and movies we
have legally purchased.

5. IBM will release OS/2 and its
source code to the open source commu-
nity.

6. Competition among high-speed
Inernet service providers will become so
intense that speeds increase, availabil-
ity becomes universal, and prices drop.

7. As part of the final verdict in the
appeals trial of Norwegian programmer
Jon Johansen, the Motion Picture As-
sociation of America (MPAA), will be
forced to apologize to Mr. Johansen and
reimburse him for all legal costs.

8. The European Union will hold
Microsoft accountable for its monopo-
listic practices where the U.S. judicial
system failed.

9. Microsoft will realize that their
customers are the users and not the
music and movie industry.

10.Linux will become a viable alter-
native to Windows on the desktop.

Ok, there you have it. Ten things I
wish would happen in 2004. These are
not necessarily the Top Ten, but these
are more or less the first ten things that
popped up. Send me the items from your
list that I missed.

Happy New Year everyone and have
a great ski season!

JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (dacsprez@dacs.org)

VPs: Gene Minasi  •  Marlène Gaberel  •  Jeff Setaro
SECRETARY: Larry Buoy  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

Program Name Phone  #

Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 (   e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Anna Collens 203-746-5922 acollens@dacs.org
Marlène Gaberel (203) 426-4846 mgaberel@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 jgallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane@dacs.org
Frank Powers (203) 791-1140 fpowers@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 dacsprez@dacs.org
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan Ostergren: (860) 210-0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM / WEB MASTER: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748
SIG COORDINATOR: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330    WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

A meeting of your Board of Directors
was held at the Resource Center on

Monday, December 8, 2003. Present were
Messrs Berger, Bovaird, Gallichotte,
Keane, Preston and Scheef and Mrs.
Collens. Also present were Larry Buoy and
Allan Ostergren. President Jim Scheef pre-
sided, Secretary Larry Buoy kept the
record.  Minutes of the meeting held No-
vember 10, 2003 were corrected and ap-
proved as so corrected.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported
current cash assets of $18,139.95, con-
sisting of bank and postal accounts of
$18,013.59 plus postage on hand of
$126.36. Subtracting liabilities of prepaid
dues in the amount of $6,308.00 left a net
of $11,831.95. He also reported current
membership of 415.

First considered was the subject of
programs for General Meetings, confirm-
ing the program on Google and easy
hacking by Jamie Yates and Bruce
Preston for January and that Howard
Reis would be asked to move his pre-
sentation on Snap Video to February.
Bruce Preston informed the meeting that
he had contacted Ed Heere, who has es-
tablished a new business, developing
software aimed at allowing the transmis-
sion of MRIs, CatScans and related ma-
terial between hospitals with enhanced
resolution. While Ed acknowledged that
the subject would not be of general in-
terest, he would be willing to make a pre-
sentation thereon or, of more general in-
terest, on the “state of the industry.” Also
explored as sources of possible presen-
tations were software programs or “how
to” subjects related to the financial mar-
ket, local industries (such as ATMI)
which may be involved in computer tech-
nology, an overview of the availability
of and access to technical literature via
the Internet, a “debate” format compari-
son of software programs or operating
systems, perhaps involving WesCon or
other institutional faculty, professional
photographers that can offer expert ad-
vice on digital cameras, and the use of
computers in creating “art” rather than
“graphics.” Bruce Preston also offered
a possible program on Wireless Network-
ing, perhaps jointly with Jim Scheef.

 Jim Scheef reminded the meeting that,
as Howie Berger had announced at the
November meeting, office space was avail-
able at the former Union Carbide building

Directors’ Notes, Continued on page 4
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Directors’ Notes, Continued from page 3
for the reconditioning of computers, but
that Casey Family Services had destroyed
the computers previously offered. The
next phase of the Casey computer re-
placement program may start within
several months and DACS could expect
donation of about eighty units for re-
conditioning as the replaced units be-
come available.

President Scheef then formally wel-
comed Anna Collens and Howie Berger
as new members of the Board. Jim also
reminded the meeting that officers of
the corporation are to be elected at the
April meeting of this board. No changes
are anticipated, but the current Vice
Presidents, not being present, should
be canvassed. Larry Buoy agreed to do
so.

President Scheef then brought to
the meeting's attention that, as far as is
known, the Bylaws of the corporation
as they now exist require additional
amendments beyond those made at the
Annual Meeting of the Membership
held on December 3, 2002 if current prac-
tices of the corporation are to be in con-
formity therewith, primarily the dates
specified for meetings of both the Mem-
bership and the Directors. Several other
possible changes were reviewed. Bruce
Preston and Larry Buoy agreed to re-
search and review possible changes to
the Bylaws for further consideration by
the Board, before presentation to the
General Membership.

—LAWRENCE BUOY

LBUOY@DACS.ORG

Have you ever searched for anything
on the Internet? I'm sure the answer is
yes. Would you like to do more than just
enter some words in a
web sites search box
and get a half million
results?

Searching has be-
come a major sport on
the Internet and in
many cases it's very
frustrating.

Have you ever
used the web's num-
ber one ranked search
engine? I'm sure the
answer is yes. If you
don't know which one
I'm referring to, it’s
Google. Want to know
how it stays ahead of
the pack?

Two of DACs members, Bruce Preston
and Jamie Yates will take you to parts and
functions of Google you may not be aware
existed. It's not just your father's search
site. Google can do many things to make
searching easier if you know how. It also
provides many interesting capabilities
other than generic searches. You can
search specifically for images or products
you may want to buy or sites in certain

Meeting Preview

Everything you ever wanted to know

about searching and Google

By Jamie Yates

languages (and even translate them into
English when you find them). You can get
news headlines and it even has a calcula-

tor and provides the
ability to get the defi-
nition of words and
phrases.

It provides a
search bar and a desk-
top application so you
don't have to open a
browser to search.

Be at the exciting
January 6th DACs
meeting and learn
how to search better
and some of the
other functions that
Google provides.
You will also learn
how Google uses pi-
geons to actually

perform its searches. They perform in
groups called Pigeon Clusters (PCs to
the uninitiated).

JAMIE YATES has been using personal
computers since the early eighties both in
business and for fun. He spent 35 years
specializing in mainframe operating systems
and periodically does consulting from his
home in New Fairfield focusing on project
management, education and technical writing.
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“U.S. Military?…I thought you were the cable guys?
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  for
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6203,
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Meeting Review

The Future of the Internet

According to John R. Patrick
By Anna Collens

THE DECEMBER DACS general
meeting welcomed back keynote
speaker John Patrick, retired V.P. of

Internet Technology at IBM. John once
again cast his visionary eye on the future
of the Internet, his insightful presenta-
tions never failing to inspire and entertain
the DACS members.

John’s main
points were “fast,
always on, every-
where, natural,
easy, intelligent
and trusted.”

The “Next Gen-
eration” of the
Internet does not
happen overnight,
but is a continu-
ously evolving
process. Accord-
ing to John, the
entire Internet is
still in its infancy,
having grown from
2% of its theoretic
potential last year,
to 5% this year.
Statistics show
that 60% of households now have Internet
access, and 20 – 30% of those have broad-
band. (“Fast and always on”). Users’ ex-
pectations are rising by the day. Ever in-
creasing computer and Internet savvy cus-
tomers are demanding web sites that ca-
ter to their needs, and make their interac-
tive experience smoother. There is still tre-
mendous potential, but political and old-
world thinking continues to stand in the
way. As John put it, “It is about users
looking for an end-to-end – or as some
say, a beginning-to-end – solution.” The
technology is there, but for many compa-
nies their web sites are still inadequate,
and do not fulfill the needs of their cus-
tomers. Cyber interaction hits a road block
when the “contact-us” leads to a phone
number – and limited hours!

Viewers are now web-savvy enough
to want more than just a one-way experi-
ence. John emphasized the question,
“What can the viewer actually DO on a
site?” Web sites need to be interactive,
not just informational. It should be an

“easy and intelligent” experience. He dem-
onstrated attractively designed sites that
still fell far short of their potential, from
the simple “contact us” and no e-mail or
phone number in sight, to the runaround
of following links only to be told to print
and fax! He also showed several examples
that demonstrated, only too well, how cus-

tomers hit barriers
in the interactive
experience.

John also
spoke of Internet
Telephony. Why
do the traditional
phone compa-
nies still charge so
much? And why
are they not
scrambling to ex-
plore the new SIP
t e c h n o l o g y ?
Long distance
service can be
very inexpensive
with Internet Te-
lephony. Compa-
nies such as
Vonage and

Packet8 are courting customers with much
less cost, especially for long distance ser-
vice, where, as John put it:  “...the true
cost of a voice conversation over the
Internet isn’t much different whether you
are calling Boston or Beijing!” Ever in-
creasing availability of broadband will
prompt major changes in telephone sys-
tems. However, John illustrated how, due
to regulatory issues, the broadband in this
country is still limited. In the US, 250,000
bits-per-second is considered broadband,
costing around $30/month. In Japan, Ya-
hoo is offering 8 million bits-per-second
at less than $9/month.

On the positive side, John mentioned
eBay. As an “on demand” Internet ser-
vice success story, they show the way it
can be done. Having streamlined the pro-
cess of transactions, insurance, shipping
costs and other options, their follow-
through plan for business dealings pro-
vides a positive and user-friendly experi-
ence. Another example of a true “on-de-
mand” e-business is myups.com, where

effective integration between the “cyber”
and “real-world” results in a speedy pick-
up following an on-line request.

Another area for great potential is e-
government. Many countries are trying
to make it work, but as John states: “The
problem is that most e-government sites
don’t have compelling content or useful
transactions.”  92% of countries in the
United Nations now have sites, but only
20% of users take advantage of services
that are offered.

The popularity of Instant Messaging
is a “natural” -and not just for kids. This
method of communication allows people
to stay in continuous real time contact. E-
meetings are an ever increasing and suc-
cessful form of business interaction fa-
cilitated by the Internet. E-learning is not
quite there yet, as it is still difficult to du-
plicate the class room experience.

WiFi – remote connectivity is increas-
ing all the time. People can enjoy Internet
access “everywhere” through their
laptops, cell phones, PDA’s, etc. This can
allow the convenience of interconnecting
the home, the office, on-the-road etc.
(“Call home to turn the oven on!”). To
make web pages accessible to different
media, developers and designers now use
page elements and Cascading Style Sheets
– allowing different end systems to re-
ceive a design specifically suited to that
device.

A favorite subject for John is blogging,
an excellent on-line vehicle for anyone to
publish their thoughts and opinions to
the world.  Providing an alternative to real-
world print, this consciousness stream-
ing gives “author/journalist wanna-be’s”
a powerful outlet. He mentioned how an
organization promoting GPS hiking and
treasure hunting can benefit from
blogging entries by members to promote
their hobby (geocaching.com). Taken to
the next level, this method of communica-
tion has unlimited potential for political
discussion, giving the Internet the close-
ness of a small town meeting. Opinions
can be heard and possibly affect political
decisions.

John also brought up the huge poten-
tial to improve medical information inte-
gration on the web. He mentioned the frus-
tration of trying to obtain medical test re-
sults, requiring an endless runaround of
phone calls, left messages, missed con-
nections, and ultimately no results, as the
data is time-limited! Korea has an innova-
tive approach; there everyone has a
“Smart Card” containing critical details
such as prescription, medical and billing
data—all instantly accessible to any medi-
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Smart advertisers
reach over

1000
active computer

users and
software buyers

by taking
advantage of

the attractive
advertising rates

in

cal caregiver across the country, regard-
less of location. It even contains an e-
ticket for mass transit – to speed your way
to the hospital in an emergency!

Security and privacy policies
(“trusted”) are getting better but still need
improvement. John stressed the impor-
tance of reading a company’s policy. Some
amount to nothing more than “We cap-
ture data about you and sell it, or give it
away to anyone we choose.” Others have
a “We will never give it away or sell it.”
But how can we trust that these policies
are enforced? Even though they are well-
intentioned, how do companies guaran-
tee compliance from their subsidiaries?
On-line updating of personal privacy pref-
erences is possible but take days or weeks
to update. John questions: “Why should
it take so long?”

John’s eloquent discussion and ex-
amples of the Internet as it exists now
showed us how much potential there is
for growth. A company whose website
promises to provide a service, yet cannot
connect its separate departments to com-
plete this process, will ultimately lose cus-
tomers. He highlighted the key opportu-
nities that are just beginning to surface,
and the potential limitations that may
stand in the way.

John’s charismatic presentation was
followed by a Q & A session from the
DACS members. His visionary glimpse into
the future gave us plenty to consider.
Anna Collens is a freelance graphics and web
designer living in New Fairfield. She leads the
DACS web design SIG and can be reached at
ac@annagraphics.com

MY COLLEGE DEGREE is a B.A.
in Computer Science from West
ern Connecticut State Univer-

sity, but I only programmed for about a
year after leaving school. I come from a
long line of salesmen, and somebody fig-
ured out that I could sell.  It was downhill
from there.

I have done a bit of pro-
gramming since I left school,
but my recent programming
experience has been limited
to Excel macros, some script-
ing and batch files.  It’s very
frustrating to my inner geek,
and I have been looking for
somewhere to satisfy my
programming itch.

I have looked into pro-
gramming for .Net, and while
it’s very practical and resume-worthy, I have
decided to pursue programming on the Mac.
There are many reasons for this decision,
besides my love of the platform, including
the very interesting language Cocoa (more
on that later), the opportunity to write soft-
ware on a relatively new platform, and the
speed at which I can develop software.

I want to take you on a journey with me
as I learn how to program on the Mac under
OS X.  I’ll share with you the books, Web
sites, and other resources I use to learn how
to develop software.  If you want to learn
how to program on Windows, don’t de-
spair.  I’m sure another DACS writer will
take up the mantle and do something simi-
lar for Visual Basic .Net or C#.  If not, I might
do it just for the experience.

I’ve been preparing for this article for a
while, and I’ve already collected some of
the tools I plan to use:

OS X - Panther.  When you spend your
$129 to get the latest version of Apple’s OS
X you get an unexpected surprise:  a free,
full version of Apple’s Xcode development
environment.  Windows XP doesn’t include
the $99 Visual Basic .Net or C# tools.

Apple’s Developer Program.  Another
freebie.  Apple has made the “Online” level
of the developer program free, so you get
access to a lot of the information profes-
sional developers use.  I plan to make ex-
tensive use of this valuable resource, in-
cluding the white papers, documents, and
tutorials.Web sites. There are too many Co-
coa sites to mention, but a few stand out as

resources I will be using on regular basis.
WWW.MacDevCenter.com, run by O’Reilly,
has some of the best information on pro-
gramming for the Mac. I have been putting
a list of Cocoa sites together, and I’ll let you
know which ones helped me to get
proficient.

Books.  I love books, and
I have already collected the
top Cocoa books to help me
get started, including Learn-
ing Cocoa with Objective-C
(O’Reilly), Cocoa Program-
ming for Mac OS X (Addison
Wesley), and Cocoa Recipes
for Mac OS X (Peachpit
Press). I spend quite a bit of
time at bookstores, so if any
other Cocoa books look in-
teresting, I’ll let you know.

This journey begins over the holiday
break, and I’ll give you the next update in
our February issue.  I plan on getting famil-
iar with the Xcode environment and get-
ting my first program to work.  I’ll also let
you know what I think of the resources
mentioned above.

If you make it to the January meeting,
I’ll have some free copies of the first edition
of the O’Reilly MacDeveloper Journal CD
magazine to hand out.
You can reach MIKE online at mikek@
demorgan.com.

Programming on the Mac
By Mike Kaltschnee

Macinations

DACS.DOC

A new Macintosh SIG is forming.
Please contact Richard Corzo
(rcorzo@mac.com) if you are
interested in participating. We
expect to start meeting in March.
We will likely start by upgrading the
recently donated iMac to Jaguar or
Panther—a good opportunity for
local Mac users to meet and
exchange information. We realize
that many Mac users may not be
current DACS members, so please
help spread the word.

New Mac SIG
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ONE OF THE MOST frequent top-
ics on any newsgroup dealing
with operating systems or when

computer users get together, is what’s the
best strategy for backing up one’s hard
drive. Hardly a day goes by where you don’t
come across literally dozens, if not scores,
of postings on the
various newsgroups
relating to this sub-
ject. The queries (and
responses) invariably
focus on the problems
the user has encoun-
tered in using this or
that software backup
program - either some
third-party program or
whatever built-in
backup program is included with the user’s
operating system.

In my opinion, the best backup sys-
tem for the average home user and even
small business owner to employ in most
cases is having his or her computer
equipped with two removable hard drives.
There are other advantages in having two
removable hard drives on one’s computer
but the most significant one is providing
a near fail-safe backup system.  The
speed, flexibility and peace of mind you
get with this arrangement far outweighs
(for most users) the relatively small addi-
tional cost of equipping one’s computer
with this hardware configuration.

Using this setup, backing up your hard
drive is simple, straightforward, fast, and
most important of all — effective.  By eas-
ily and relatively quickly making a clone
of your hard drive, using a software pro-
gram like Symantec’s Norton Ghost which
is specifically designed for this purpose,
you get, what seems to me, the ultimate
backup solution given the present state
of personal computer technology.  Unlike
backup programs that merely back up your
data files - that is, the files you’ve created
in the various programs and applications
that you use - by cloning your hard drive
you are making a bit for bit copy of the
drive, in essence an exact duplicate of that
drive.  Thus, you are backing up your
operating system, your registry, all your

programs and applications, your configu-
ration settings, your data files—in short,
everything on the hard drive that you have
cloned.  And you’re doing this in one fell
swoop.  And for added safety you can re-
move this newly-cloned hard drive from the
premises, not to mention making another

clone, if desired, for
near-absolute secu-
rity.

So when the day
comes—as it surely
will—that your hard
drive fails because of
some mechanical or
electrical defect, it’s
a wonderful feeling
to know that you
have a perfectly

good copy of that failed hard drive that
you simply shove in the computer, boot
up, and you’re off and running.  Or if you
ever get some miserable computer virus
that plays havoc with your system, isn’t
it nice to know that you have at hand a
perfectly good virus-free clone of your
hard drive?  And then simply clone that
“good” previously cloned hard drive to
the virus-infected one so that once again
you now have two perfectly good hard
drives.  And in the case where the hard
drive is kaput because of some mechani-
cal/electronic failure, you purchase a new
hard drive, plop it in the removable tray,
make two simple connections, shove it in
the computer and then simply clone your
good hard drive to the new one.  There’s
no need to partition and format the new
drive; no need to reinstall your operating
system on the new drive, no need to rein-
stall your programs and data files.  None
of this is necessary. You simply clone the
previously-cloned hard drive to the new
drive.  And the added beauty of this ar-
rangement is that you do all this from the
comfort of your computer chair.  There’s
no need to take apart your computer case
in order to get into the guts of your com-
puter and make complicated cable con-
nections.  Everything is done  outside of
your computer because each hard drive
resides in a removable tray (caddy) that
you simply slide into the computer’s mo-

bile rack.  In my case I use the Lian Li RH-
42 all-aluminum mobile racks which are
generally available from a number of ven-
dors on the net. I’ve purchased mine from
an online vendor, Directron.com who sells
them 2/$66 (plus shipping).  I’m sure mo-
bile racks from other manufacturers will
serve the purpose just as well.  I’m aware
of many users who have been using inex-
pensive (about $10 each) plastic mobile
racks without any problems whatsoever.

As I’ve previously indicated, the clon-
ing process itself is easy and fast.  Using
Symantec’s Norton Ghost cloning program
as an example, with the two removable hard
drives connected to the computer, you sim-
ply boot up the computer with the floppy
disk that contains the Ghost program and
after a few key clicks the cloning process
begins.  My present computer has an Intel
Pentium 4 2.0 GHz processor and I can clone
one hard drive to another at the rate of nearly
1 GB per minute.  The cloning process is
practically automatic and you need not be
in attendance during the actual cloning.

I can virtually guarantee that once you
begin working with two removable hard
drives, you’ll have but one regret and only
one regret.  And that is you didn’t have this
arrangement on your previous computer or
computers.  There is perhaps one negative
to this arrangement and that is the addi-
tional cost involved in equipping your com-
puter with the two mobile racks to house
the hard drives, the second hard drive, and
the software cloning program.  I would esti-
mate it adds roughly about $100 to $200 (as
of June, 2003) to the cost of the computer
depending upon the size of the second
hard drive and the specific make and model
of the two mobile racks.  Naturally, your
computer case should have available two
5 ¼” bays to house the mobile racks in
addition to the 5 ¼” bays needed to house
your other IDE devices (CD/DVD-ROM,
CD-RW, etc.) that need 5 ¼” bays.  Mo-
bile racks come in two basic versions, de-
pending upon whether the hard drive to
be housed is an IDE/ATA or SCSI device.
At this writing I’m not aware of any mo-
bile racks designed to house the recently
introduced SATA hard drives, however,
I’m certain it won’t be too long before they
come on the market.

The software program I use for the
cloning process is Symantec’s Norton
Ghost 2003 which I’ve recently seen selling
on the net for about $30 for the CD-only
version (no retail box), which is really all
you need.  (There’s an older 2002 version
of Ghost available which is considerably
cheaper than the 2002 version; in my expe-

The Value of

Removable Hard Drives

By Allan Pogensky
Las Vegas PC Users Group

Hardware

HARD DRIVE, Continued on page 13
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES: January 2004

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Ac-
cess database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  JAN 13

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032.
Meets on the second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., at the DACS Re-
source Center.
Next meeting: JAN 14

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net. Meets on 1st Wednes-
day, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 7

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com for
thedetails). Meets on last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Re-
source Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 28

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: JAN 15

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. JAN also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 21

MICROCONTROLLER.  Investigates microcontroller applications
from theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 27

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: JAN 8

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 7

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: JAN 26

WEB DESIGN. Explores popular applications for designing and
creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets on third Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 17.

dotNET. Our latest meeting began with random questions.
This time it was hardware flaws that led the discussion.   The
answer was transistors that don't transist. The question was
how frequently a user encounters an error message, "Key-
board error detected."   It came to light that this is just one of
many kinds of intermittent flaws. Writing DVD disks is another
difficulty, whether for database backup or other uses. Some
people have given up on finding the right device or software to
write them, and some people use canny redundancy to en-
sure database integrity for backup usage with a DVD.
    We turned to a key subject for us, classes. Chuck observed
that today we talk of objects and this means data types are
less a key concern for data returned. An object can simply
contain its data.   We turned to a related topic to know what
happens when we ask a class to return a new class that will
be instantiated. Chuck constructed an illustration with two
possible representations of names. In two text boxes, devel-
opers can offer last name first or first name first respectively. A
spirited debate arose with he participation of able talents in
attendees ready to discuss alternative ways of coding this
application. Chuck insisted on two classes, LastNameFirst
and firstNameFirst. An observer would have to see and inter-
pret the code to gain insight into strategy, tactics and opera-
tions in this debate on the coding process. This round of
debate ended with the pizza bell, and some participants dined
well.   The upshot was that some classes were resolved and
some appetites were resolved. No one could ask for more.
    After pizza the SIG meting continued with the participants
working to resolve the session class project. We succeeded
in developing two versions and now have a sample class
factory project available for anyone wanting to use the data to
dig in to the topic a little further. As it turned out, our initial
stumbling block was our misunderstanding of a static class.
We initially thought that a static class would supply the meth-
ods. But, we were quickly rewarded with success when we
first instantiated the class and proceded to use its methods.
No sooner had we started to gloat, we  found ourselves chal-
lenged with yet another application. How to create a SQL
Server database using Access 2003. Again everyone seemed
to know how to do this but we were dogged with nagging
issues. Methodically stepping through the process we learned
how to make a SQL project in Access then use it to create the
data tables contained in the new database. To prove that the
exercise was successful and we had indeed created the
tables, we fabricated an ODBC connection that we used to
attach to the SQL database via this alternate path. Using the
ODBC connection, another incarnation of Access was able to
attach to and fondle the tables, proving that we were success-
ful creating SQL tables in the first place. This was a nice
excercise because it introduced us to another way to mas-
sage SQL data outside of the SQL Enterprise Manager envi-
ronment.

Web Design. The December meeting of the web design SIG
introduced the subject of Cascading Style Sheets. CSS can
be used to great advantage for text formatting, and can be set
up as either an internal style sheet in the <head> section of a
page, or external style sheet - a separate file within the root
folder of a site. Demonstrations of CSS to change the default
link behavior, as well as some 'box' model examples showed
how style sheets could be used to manipulate the look of a
web page. Details of the discussion are on http://
www.annagraphics.com/sigsite/  (Follow the "Notes" link for
an overview of the subjects covered after each meeting.)



http://www.dacs.org JANJANJANJANJAN 2004 •  2004 •  2004 •  2004 •  2004 • 99999

January 2004January 2004January 2004January 2004

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
New Year's Day

2 3

4 5 6

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

7

4 PM Internet Prog.
7 PM Visual Basic

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

8

7:00 PM
SERVER

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

9 10

11 12

7:00 PM
Board of
Directors

13

7:00 PM
Access

Bruce Preston
203 431-2920

14

7:30 PM
Advanced OS

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

15

7:30 PM
INVESTMENT
Paul Gehrett

203 426-8436

16 17

DACS.DOC
DEADLINE

18 19
Martin Luther

King, Jr.

20 21

7:30 PM
LINUX

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

22 23 24

25 26

7:00 PM
WALL STREET

Phil Dilloway
203 367-1202

27

7:00 PM
Microcontroller
J. Gallichotte
203 367-1202

28

7:00 PM
GRAPHICS
Ken Graff

203 775-6667

29 30 31

Dec 2003

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Feb 2004

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29

Danbury Area Computer Society
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AHOO IS ONE of those insidi-
ous things that grows on you.
The more you use one facility,
the sooner you find something

else that’s even more helpful. A better title
for this review might be “Why I Use What
I Use on Yahoo” because I don’t begin to
use everything on Yahoo, nor would I
want to! To various de-
grees, I use the facilities
listed below. Now, I do
occasionally use Yahoo
Greetings (email greet-
ing cards) but I find most
of the cards either lame
or tasteless. Your mile-
age may vary.

• Email
• Calendar
• Address Book
• Groups (email lists)
• Photos
• Maps
• Finance
• Reference
• Messenger
• Notepad
• Briefcase
• Mobile
• Travel
• Weather
• News
• TV Listings
• Movie Listings
• Phone Search (white and yellow pages)
• Bookmarks

All of these items are set up on the
Yahoo Companion Toolbar that I consider
the key to using Yahoo. Unfortunately the
toolbar runs in Internet Explorer only, so
it’s not available on Linux. Like most things
on Yahoo, the toolbar is totally
customizable. You pick what buttons ap-
pear and in what order. Read on to see
why this is so cool.

Another key to Yahoo is the custom
My Yahoo home page that you can set
up. Home pages display in two columns,
one narrow and one wide. You can pick
from a veritable cornucopia of options to
get just the information you need. I have
four “home pages” that divide up things
to which I want quick access. The default
page covers general items like news,
phone search and weather reports; the

news items I selected cover business and
technology, but can include sports or news
from many specific parts of the world, if
that’s what you want. The second page
covers entertainment with ski/snow reports,
TV and movie theater listings, and sports
scores for the Chicago Cubs and
Blackhawks. The third page has company

news for the companies
in my investment portfo-
lios. The last page I have
labeled as “Web Surfing”,
and it carries my set of
“view anywhere” book-
marks and a short index to
new stuff on Yahoo. The
bookmarks are also avail-
able from the Yahoo
toolbar, but having them
on a home page, makes
them available from any
machine with a web
browser. This can be
handy when using a kiosk
in an airport or someone

else’s machine.
This last point is important: because

Yahoo is available anywhere, you can
quickly use the facilities of your “My Ya-
hoo” home page from anywhere. The con-
venience of having the information you
want organized the way you want it can
make you more productive, especially when
you can get to it anywhere you happen to be.

Email
So now let’s talk about some specif-

ics. The thing that first got me going on
Yahoo was the free email. If you use your
company email address for personal busi-
ness, you’re a fool. Sooner or later this
will get you in trouble. Your company prob-
ably archives all email traffic; do you want
your personal business stored on the
company servers? Probably not. The easy
alternative is a Yahoo (or Hotmail, etc)
email account. These web-based email
providers give you an address that is in-
dependent of your ISP so you won’t lose
it when you move from cable to DSL or
vice-versa. Yahoo’s SPAM filtering is prob-
ably as good (or bad) as any other. I’m so
deep into Yahoo email that I spend $20
per year for POP3 (post office protocol
ver.3) access and forwarding. This lets me
download the email messages that I want

to keep on my PC. Yahoo gives you a gen-
erous six megabytes of online space (com-
pared with two megabytes on Hotmail). I
find this more than adequate since I can
download the messages I want to keep.

Address Book
One of the disadvantages of web-based

email is that your address book is back on
your PC at home. The Yahoo Address Book
takes care of this problem by providing free
software to synchronize your pc-based and
online address books. The current software
is called Intellisync for Yahoo and is li-
censed from Puma Software, Inc. This
works surprisingly well but there are sev-
eral caveats. ACT v6 is not supported but
Outlook 2002 is, as is Outlook Express 4.72
(I’m not sure if that’s the current version).
Yahoo email would be useless if I had to
remember everyone’s email address. I have
over eleven hundred people in my address
book, so synchronizing the lists is the only
way to make this manageable.

Calendar
The calendar is more problematic in that

items change so quickly that even with syn-
chronization software, it’s very difficult to
keep it up to date, unless, of course, you
make Yahoo your primary calendar. There
are several features that might make you
want do this. First, and a useful feature in
it’s own right, are the holiday lists. You can
select all sorts of religious and secular holi-
day lists and insert these into your Yahoo
calendar. If nothing else, you can avoid in-
viting your Jewish friends to the movies on
Passover. Ever want to combine several
calendars to see when people are busy or
free? Yahoo allows you to share your cal-
endar with specific friends or the world. You
can even allow specific people to modify
your calendar. Is it a web-based version of
Notes or Exchange? Of course not, but then
it costs a whole lot less – like zero!

Groups – email lists
Yahoo Groups is a fabulous facility. In

exchange for exposing your eyeballs to a
little advertising, you can set up and ad-
minister email lists for a few or many thou-
sands. Several of the organizations to
which I belong use these lists to keep
members up-to-date or to allow easy net-
working. They are easy to use and work
with any email address. Lately I’ve set up
several lists for the Connecticut Chapter
of the Appalachian Mountain Club
(AMC). We’re using the lists to announce
chapter activities and for communications
within the various committees. The lists
provide privacy for the members in that

Web Surfing

Why I Use Yahoo!
by Jim Scheef
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only the sender’s email address is shown
when a message is posted to the list. List
members cannot see the names or email
addresses of other list members so pri-
vacy is protected and there is no way for
a spammer to harvest the list for ad-
dresses. Configuration options make it
easy for the list moderator to determine
who can post messages and access the
web interface to the group. There is a small
space in each group to share pictures or
files. One feature I really like is the ability
to set up a survey or questionnaire. Once
a survey is set up, list members can vote
only once. Results are tallied automati-
cally. Way cool! Several of the DACS spe-
cial interest groups use Yahoo groups to
send out meeting reminders and to share
code and notes from the meetings.

Photos
Do you have a new granddaughter?

No? Want to see some pictures of mine?
This is how most people use Yahoo Pho-
tos. Currently I have pictures from my last
high school reunion, a wedding, the
CycleFest run by Hat City Cyclists, and a
trip to Martha’s Vineyard. You can limit or
share your photo albums as you wish. By
now, you’re probably starting to get the
hang of all this. If you need more than 30
megabytes of space, you will need to
spend a few bucks, but you would be
amazed at how you can stretch the 30
megabytes you get for free.

Maps
Yahoo Maps are not the best maps avail-

able on the Internet but they are accurate
and easy to use. It’s easy to add a web page
link to a Yahoo map so you can show people
how to get somewhere and they can even
print the map. Once you find an address, driv-
ing directions are also just a click away.

Finance
Is Yahoo Finance the most compre-

hensive financial site on the Internet? Not
quite. But it is independent of any bank or
brokerage and has all the calculators and
references I’ve ever wanted. About a year
ago, Yahoo added a means to integrate
with my brokerage accounts. This feature
uses an additional password and runs
only under SSL (secure sockets layers) to
help keep your personal business private.

Reference
This is really cool. Ever need a dictio-

nary, or almanac, or thesaurus at the spur
of the moment? Well now you can look up
that word in The American Heritage® Dic-
tionary (English or Spanish), or find an

alternate word in Roget’s II: The New The-
saurus, all without moving from your com-
puter. The Reference facility also includes
the Columbia Encyclopedia, Bartlett’s Fa-
miliar Quotations, Gray’s Anatomy of the
Human Body (amaze your doctor with your
knowledge of anatomy!), The Oxford
Shakespeare, World Factbook, and a Con-
version Calculator. These are all useful
references available whenever and wher-
ever you happen to be. Way cool!

Messenger
This is Yahoo’s version of instant mes-

saging but with more features. You all heard
John Patrick say IM and online “presence”
is the next big business tool. Maybe it is in
a company like IBM, but the lack of cross
service support between Yahoo, AOL,
MSN, ICQ, etc., makes IM problematic in

the “outside world”. Your kids have no
trouble with this as they can agree with their
friends on which to use. In reality I find
little use for this, but every once in a while it
is fun. I can’t compare or comment on the
feature set of Yahoo versus the other IM
services but it will transfer files and act as a
voice phone (pictures optional) via
Net2Phone. Beyond this Yahoo does a fabu-
lous job of integrating all of their facilities
and Messenger is no exception. Running
Messenger on your desktop gives you a
little control panel for your other Yahoo
stuff. For instance, Messenger can monitor
your Yahoo email inbox for new mail, let
you look up an address in Address Book,
and check all the weather locations you set
up on your home page. And it wouldn’t be
“instant” if it didn’t also monitor your
sports, news, stocks, etc., using the same
selections as your home page. You might
justify running it even if you never use IM!

Notepad and Briefcase
Ever want to type in a few notes but

can’t figure out where to save the note so

you can find it later? Well Yahoo has a pos-
sible solution. Yahoo’s Notepad is far from
an online word processor but you can type
in snippets of text just like Windows
Notepad and save the text online where it’s
safe and easy to find. Notepad is an option
on My Yahoo, so you set it up there.

Briefcase is a place to keep files online.
Yahoo gives you thirty megabytes to ap-
portion between your Briefcase files and
Photos. Briefcase is handy for situations
where you want access to a few files while
traveling. No one carries floppies anymore.
Upload the files from home and then down-
load them to your friend’s computer when
you get there—wherever ‘there’ may be.
Since Briefcase is really just a different
user interface to the Photos area, you can
share your briefcase files, just like with
photos. This can be really handy for col-
laborating with a few people.

Yahoo Mobile
This is another area with a fairly high

coolness factor although some of the
options can seem rather silly. Mobile
tried to be Yahoo for your cell phone
and PDA. This yields a mixture of wire-
less and web-based services that feels
a little odd at times. Like much of Ya-
hoo, you can’t worry about why it’s this
way, just accept it and use what you
need. What I currently use is a “Alerts”
facility. I send stock information to my
cell phone using “email” to send short
text messages. Every day at 4:30pm, if
my cell phone is on, it beeps and I can
squint at the small screen and say “Well,
the DOW was up 12 today”, or what-
ever it did. Each of these closing alerts
can carry the close for three stocks or
indices. Of course there are more alerts
than just stocks. You can get sports
scores, breaking news, auction infor-
mation (Yahoo auctions, not eBay),
horoscopes, and the weather (in case
you can’t look out the window).

Yahoo Mobile also covers your PDA
with a special download area for soft-
ware and a new search facility for Wi-Fi
hotspots. Just for kicks I did a search
for hotspots within 10 miles of my home.
Results: zero. Not surprising given that
I live six mile north of the New Milford
green. However open the search up to
20 miles and I found 14 locations in-
cluding the New Fairfield Public Library.
At 50 miles I get 216 locations. Many of
the locations surprised me. Give it a try!

Travel
Yahoo Travel is really Travelocity and

works really well. Given the recent changes
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in the airline industry, you pay a small
fee to buy a ticket from anyone other
than the airline you are flying. Regard-
less of where you buy the ticket, you
need a way to find the flight that you
want and Travelocity is as good as any
for finding planes, trains, car rentals,
hotels, etc.

Weather, News, TV and
Movie Listings

I’m lumping these together because
they all have a common feature: you pick
what you want and it’s available any-
where. The TV listings are cool because
they are localized to the area and your
cable company. For example, Charter
Communications has slightly different
channels in Litchfield County versus
Fairfield County so my selection on
Yahoo is “Charter Communications
Litchfield Cnty (Digital), Newtown, CT”.
For movie listings you choose a city,
Yahoo displays the theaters in the area
and you pick which theaters to actually
display.

Phone Search
One last item: I don’t use the phone

book anymore. I can’t read the text with-
out reading glasses anyway, but I can
find numbers much faster in Yahoo. Type
“plumber” into the Yahoo Yellow Pages
and you get a list of plumbers in your
area (it knows where you are because
you tell it your location) listed in the
order of distance. If you know the name
of a business, type it in. Type in “Radio
Shack” and you’ll be amazed how many
stores are in the area. Finding individu-
als is much easier online than in a phone
book because I never have the right
book and often don’t know the correct
town. A quick search will show you ev-
ery “S. Dude” in Connecticut or any
other state.

Well, that’s about it for the stuff I
use on Yahoo. Go to yahoo.com and
you’ll see that I’ve missed few things.
Some of the ones I don’t use are: per-
sonals, shopping, health, sports, casual
living (whatever that is), and many
more. Yaa-Hoooo-oooo! That’s about
as close to a yodel as I can get on paper
or otherwise.

The online version of this article will
include links to all of the locations men-
tioned. Some of the items I use only
from My Yahoo home page so the se-
lection and set up is done from My Ya-
hoo.
JIM SCHEEF is president of DACS.

MOST OF US IN the genealogy
field find ourselves with large
amounts of information on our

relatives. It challenges us to find a way to
preserve it in a manner that in the future,
near and distant, our descendents will be
able to access this data in a timely and
unders tandable
manner.

When I first
started my geneal-
ogy project, I had
the mistaken idea
that I could put
away the program
and all the data
files so that it could
be accessed years
from now. Boy, was
I naïve.  I was us-
ing Windows 98 at
the time.  Later I
upgraded to Win-
dows ME and then
to Windows 2000.
At this point the
program would not
work at all with the
new system. Of course, I got the updates
and finally got it working, but it really got
me to thinking that there had to be a bet-
ter way to preserve information so that it
can be used in years to come without dif-
ficulties.

Of course, the first thing that comes
to mind is that you should have a
printed copy of everything.  This I did
on good acid-free paper.  There are dif-
ferent results that can be achieved. For
instance, you can print out a fan type
chart. I did that first. It took close to 65
pages of standard letterhead size pa-
per.  Then these had to be meticulously
trimmed and taped together making a
large five foot square.  Another method
was to print out a horizontal “format”
chart.  This involved the same number
of sheets and after assembling them
together, made a chart that was three
feet wide by twelve feet long. This re-
quires an empty wall in order to display
it. As far as preserving them, it poses

quite a problem.  How long would some-
thing of this nature last rolled up and pack-
aged? As we all realize, time is our enemy.

In 1999, My wife and I took a trip to
Italy with my son and his wife.  We went
to the mountaintop village that my par-
ents came from in the early 1900s.  We

went into the com-
mune (town hall) to
get information
about the family,
birth and death
dates, etc.  It
turned out to be
quite interesting in
the information
that we were able to
acquire.  When we
went into the com-
mune and asked,
they took down a
ledger about 10 by
18 inches with
about 20 pages of
paper inside.
When they
opened the book
and turned the yel-

lowed pages, you could hear the sheets
crinkling, almost as if they were leaves
from a tree.  The thought that went through
my mind is that we didn’t get there any
too soon. I am sure that in a few more
years, those sheets will deteriorate and
be unreadable.  On top of it all, I was not
able to find any digital or photographic
record of the information that was in that
ledger. Coming away from this experience
left me with the resolve that records need
to be digitized and photographed as much
as possible. I know that this is happening
in some parts of Italy, but in this rural area,
it is a long ways away.

So the problem of archiving has to
be faced. Sure, we could leave all the
information on an individual hard drive
with the program itself.  But the future
holds many uncertainties.  Will this
drive be able to be accessed with Win-
dows 4000 or Linux Extradense 4500?
Sure, everyone says that it can always
be brought up to date with current tech-

ARCHIVING GENEALOGY INFORMATION

IN A GENERIC FASHION

By Richard T. Robusto
Las Vegas PC Users’ Group

Ricmar2@cox.net

Family Tree
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nology.  But what if this item were to be
put in a safe place where no one saw it
for a long time. It would become a relic
and probably unusable.

In trying to solve this dilemma, I
have tried one or two things which I
would like to discuss.  The first is the
FlipAlbum which can be used to pro-
duce what is called an “E” book.  This
can be any number of pages and can be
put in the order desired.  To set this up,
I captured the pages out of my geneal-
ogy database converting them into
bitmaps. I also added all the necessary
photos, being able to superimpose de-
scriptions over any part of the photos.
When they were finalized and put in the
proper order, then the FlipAlbum can
be shown on any computer.  The pro-
gram puts a small file in the beginning
of the book so that it can be shown on
any computer without the necessity of
having the program installed.  The pages
can be set and automatically timed to
be seen as a slide show or can be turned
manually as desired. The advantages
are that it can be viewed on any com-
puter and there is no limit to the num-
ber of pages that can be inserted.  There
is also a provision to add MP3 music
playlist, plus it will accept most stan-
dard images and multimedia formats.
The pages can be viewed in centerfold
and double page mode to view photos
better.  Included also is the ability to
print the entire album or individual
pages or photos.

I have constructed a couple of
FlipAlbums with the first and second
generation of my genealogy. Next I in-
tend to revisit the project and add ev-
ery page from the genealogy that I have
and make a complete FlipAlbum.  When
this is complete, then it is an easy mat-
ter to copy the discs so that the mem-
bers of the family can have their own
copy, assuring the permanence of avail-
ability of the information.

The second idea that I had was to
take the same sheets that I had used in
the FlipAlbum, and use them as indi-
vidual files. Then, using a program such
as Ulead DVD Picture Show, set them
up as a slide show which can be shown
on any TV using a DVD player.  The
files are big enough to fill the TV screen
and, that allows you to read the text on
the data sheets.  The photos come out
well as they fill the screen also. The only
drawback with this is that the timing of
the files has to be set for approximately
15 seconds so as to have enough time

to read the data.  Unlike the FlipAlbum,
the timing cannot be changed once the
disc is made. This program will also al-
low audio tracks to be added. I have an
idea of narrating all the information as
it is shown, but I haven’t got that far
yet.  I found out that I do have to sleep
somewhat at night. For the first ones I
made I added a  music background.  I
also made a cover sheet that is shown
first with the name of the families and
the author’s name. The only disadvan-
tage to this is that you are limited to the
capacity of the disc which is 700 MB.
But as soon as I acquire a DVD writer,
then I will be able to incorporate the
whole genealogy section into one disc.

I like the idea of making my own slide
show with this DVD program.  This can
be shown a lot more universally with-
out having the use of a computer. Plus
the viewing is much more pleasant on a
TV. And with the advent of HDTV, the
views can only get better.  And lets face
it, the DVD image will be with us a lot
longer than the current operating sys-
tems.  So hopefully, many years in the
future, our descendents will be able to
see all this information and will appre-
ciate the efforts that went into making
these things as permanent as we could
in this day and age.

This article is provided by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group
is a member.

Senior Center wants
Computer Volunteer

Instructors

The New Fairfield Senior Center lo-
cated in the Heritage Plaza (next to
Curves) is looking for responsible vol-

unteers with knowledge of Windows / Word / Photoshop /
Internet, to teach 8 weekly 1½ hour classes in Winter 2003/
4. The Sunshine Computer Center has 8 Win-XP PCs. Please
contact Kathy Hull if interested at n.ffld.senior@snet.net
203-312-5665. For more information about the center, surf
at:
www.volunteersolutions.org/vcswc/volunteer/agency/
one_191914.html.

rience the 2002 version works just fine for
straight cloning one hard drive to another
hard drive regardless of whether the file
system is FAT32 or NTFS).  The Norton
Ghost program is also included in
Symantec’s Norton SystemWorks 2003 Pro-
fessional Edition.  There are other disk clon-
ing programs available, e.g., Powerquest’s
Drive Image and Acronis’ True Image
among them, both of which seem to get
favorable reviews, however, I’ve had little
or no experience with these programs so I
cannot speak to them.  Another cloning tool
is the installation disk that comes packaged
with the retail boxed hard drives from sev-
eral manufacturers, including Maxtor and
Western Digital.

When you consider the enormous
advantages of having two removable hard
drives on your computer, the additional
cost in equipping your computer in this
fashion pales into insignificance.

There is no restriction against any
non-profit group using this article as
long as it is kept in context with proper
credit given the author.  This article is
brought to you by the Editorial Com-
mittee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this
group is a member.

This article is provided by the Editorial
Committee of the Association of Personal
Computer User Groups (APCUG), an
international organization of which this group
is a member.

HARD DRIVE, Continued from page 7
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Random Access

December 2003

Bruce Preston, Moderator

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING
may submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meet
ing. We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail,

as we will not be able to ask for additional information.

Q. I am having problems with dial-up
networking.  I connect and often
before the password gets entered I
lose the line.  Sometimes I’m in for
just a few minutes and again I lose
the line.  The computer’s modem test
says the modem is fine.  Any sugges-
tions?

A. The modem test is only looking to see
if the computer’s processor can
communicate with the modem, but
does not test the quality of your
telephone line.  If you have a spare
telephone, connect it to the line and
see if you have a lot of static.  If you
do, report it to your phone provider
(e.g. SNET).  Years ago I had chronic
problems if it was a windy day.  The
problem turned out to be that the
line running in from the pole to the
house was slapping against a tree
trunk at about mid-span and had
cracked the wires inside the cable.

Q. I have a DSL connection from Verizon.
It comes ‘bundled’ with MSN 8.
Must I use MSN 8?

A. The DSL service is a ‘carrier’
connection service only—MSN 8
provides you with ‘content’.  You
may establish the connection and
then use any browser or mail client
or TCP/IP application (TelNet, ftp,
etc.) that you wish once the
connection is established.  For some
broadband connections you may
also have to run a communcations
layer called PPPoE (Point to Point
Protocol over Ethernet).  A common
source of this is EnterNET 300, it is
installed by SBC Yahoo, for example.
If you are using a broadband router/
firewall (such as LinkSys, SMC,
NetGear, Belkin, USR, etc.) then it
has PPPoE support built in, and you
may remove it from your PC.  Just be
sure to make note of any connection
parameters that you might need.
Lastly, some of the ‘free’ services
require that you run their software -
such as NetZero, Juno, etc.  Their
software puts banner advertizing in

your face - the price you pay for the
‘free’ service.

Q. Every time I open  a document Word
XP it tells me that macros are dis-
abled.  How can I get rid of this
message?

A. On the main menu, go to “Tools” then
“Options” then “General” and clear
the check box for “Macro Virus
Protection”.  This presupposes that
you have an anti-virus program that
will look for macro viruses in any
document that you open.

Q. I understand that Microsoft is discon-
tinuing support for Windows 98
within a few weeks.  I have several
machines that are not up-to-date
with ‘Critical Updates’.  Can I get
them on CD as I don’t have a broad-
band connection?

A. A check of the Microsoft site came up
empty - the only way to get the
critical updates is via the Windows
Update service page - following links
on  www.microsoft.com/security as
suggested by a member eventually
took you into the standard Windows
Update page where it scans your
machine and then provides a list of
updates that it will install.  If you
can find a CD with Internet Explorer
6 on it that will considerably reduce
the size of the downloads that they
will try to push down to you.
Nowever, before you install IE 6,
check to make sure that your
machine meets the minimum
requirements.

Q. I have read specs for a Compact Flash
memory card - it states that it is good
for 100,000 cycles.  Has anyone ever
gotten up this high and had it fail?

A. No one reported any failure with
memory cards.

Q. I get ads saying that Cable broad-
band is faster than DSL.  Is it?

A. It can be sometimes, and other times
not.  The cable has a fixed capacity

for all subscribers on that cable
segment.  If there are a lot of
subscribers, your maximum
throughput will degrade as the
others load up the system.  With
DSL you should have a consistent
throughput as your circuit is not
shared.  The December issue of
DACS.DOC has an article about
it.  Further, both cable and DSL
have various rated capacities (at
various prices.)  You can measure
your throughput via utilities
at www.dslreports.com (or
www.broadbandreports.com).
Additional comments from the
floor: If you go with DSL, get it
from an independent provider,
such as Mags.Net rather than
SBC/Yahoo.  You will get a static
IP address, and you won’t have
to install PPPoE or the Yahoo-
branded version of Internet
Explorer and other ‘baggage’.

Q. My son-in-law has a security sys-
tem in his house.  Will it co-exist
with DSL?

A. Alarm systems are wired into a
telephone circuit and will ‘seize’
the telephone line if they need to
report an alarm condition. The
dialer is electronically equivalent
to a regular phone (or fax device)
and as such must be isolated from
the DSL signal by way of a filter.
Filters are provided with the DSL
modem - each ‘regular’ phone in
the system (or fax, or alarm system,
or answering machiune, or
‘regular’ computer modem) must
have a filter between it and the
line coming into the house.  They
may have individual filters, or
share a common filter.

Q. How far can an 802.11b wireless
connection be from the access
point?

A. It really varies depending upon
obstructions between the access
point (typically your router) and
the device. If there are metal
cabinets, appliances, desks, etc.,
they will severely hinder the
signal.  Generally speaking, if you
have the access point centrally
located, it should service all the
rooms in a typical residence.  The
type of transceiver on the PC also
will have some bearing - a
notebook machine that uses a
“PCcard” 802.11 adapter will have
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BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A
DACS director, Bruce also leads the Access
SIG. Members may send tech queries to Bruce
at askdacs@dacs.org.

DACS members may
publish noncommercial,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed
electronically by fax or by
modem, or hard-copy may
be submitted at our
monthly general meeting.
Fax your ads to Charlie
Bovaird at 203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the
members’ table at the
meeting.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS

DACS is offering members free
space to advertise their small busi-
nesses in the business card sec-
tion of the colored insert in
dacs.doc. This offer is being made
subject to space available, and
cards will be rotated each month to
guarantee equal access.

Please send your cards to
DACS at 4 Gregory Street, Danbury,
CT 06810-4430, give to any board
member, or e-mail graphic image to
dacseditor@dacs.org.

Sorry, but postal regulations
require that ads be computer re-
lated, and specifically forbid ads
for Credit, Insurance or Travel Ser-
vices.

Let DACS

Promote

your Business

a built-in antenna which is
considerably less sensitive than,
say, an external USB device with
a whip antenna. In similar
fashion, a PC with a PCI card with
a small whip antenna on the back
of the PC may not get as good a
signal if the PC is between the
antenna and the access point.

Q. Are there problems with interfer-
ence from wireless telephones
that use the 2.4GHz bands?

A. There can be.  If the telephone uses
‘spread spectrum’ technology,
then as part of its anti-
eavesdropping security it moves
to frequencies that aren’t in use.
There are a large number of
channels and frequencies
available—the only problems I
have heard of are those where
the telephones do not do a
channel search and happen to
collide with the channel used by
the wireless. You can control the
channel used by the wireless via
the router’s configuration
screen (accessed via your web
browser.)

Q. What else should I configure for
802.11b or 802.11g?

A. Enable WEP encryption and be
sure that the level of encryption
you select is the same on all
nodes.  WEP encryption makes
use of a ‘key’ that you specify.
On some routers you can have
the device generate the key by
typing in a “pass phrase” such
as “The quick brown fox”—this
will generate a number of hex
character pairs (pairs of
characters from the set of 0 to 9,
A through F) that you then put
into the key field on all devices.
Think of it as a network-level
password.  Disable SSID
broadcasting once you have set
your network up.  This will
prevent others from being able
to link to your access point as
your access point will not
advertize its existence. You
might also consider activating
the use of MAC addresses for
connection management.  Each
network adapter has an
absolutely unique identification
number (combination of
manufacturer’s id and a

sequence number).  You can tell your
router to only communicate with
network adapters whose MAC
addresses are in a list in the router.

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 10/2003
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

1)  Sean Henderson
2) Gary Williams
3) Richard Falls

New Members
from 11/18/03 to 12/18/03

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more? Find all that

plus food for thought at the meeting after the meeting—the DACS PIG SIG.



Jan 6 • Jamie Yates and Bruce Preston - Hacking Google
Feb 3 • Howard Reis - Snap Video

Voice
  for
Joanie

Help give the

gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund

at 203 770-6203

and become a

Voice for Joanie
volunteer.

One- to four-color printing
Direct from disk high speed 

black & white and color copying 
now available

For All Your Printing, Graphics, and Copying Needs

3 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT  06810

(203)792-5045
Fax (203)792-5064

mail@rapid-repro.com
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