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These computer
       things are just
          about the coolest
things since… well,
since the K-Man Band.

Were any of you fans of the K-Man Band
back in the eighties? The K-Man Band
started as Brother Jump and played lo-
cal bars all over Connecticut. I followed
Tony Richards and his bands from about
1978 until the band dissolved in the early
nineties –about 13 years – and have been
wondering what happened to Tony and
the other band members. So I used some
of Jamie’s search techniques (yes, there
is a DACS connection here) and, low and
behold, found a couple of current web
sites with works by Tony Richards.

My web searching success led to an-
other first – I downloaded my first mp3’s!
Yes, yes, I know I’m a “little” behind the
curve in some areas, but a start is a start.
Now that I’ve downloaded these new
songs, I really need to get my old Brother
Jump and K-Man albums (vinyl and cas-
settes, I missed the CD) into digital format.
Let’s see… that’ll be project #3487 on the
list of things to do.

All this has been a round about means
to say that Jamie Yates did a great presen-
tation at the January general meeting.
Jamie’s talk filled the entire meeting time so
we can still call on Bruce Preston to do
what was supposed to be part of January’s
presentation on Google images. Bruce was
unable to make it to the meeting due to the
road conditions that nite.

Well, not to change the subject, but
the political season is upon us once
again. It’s hard to believe that all of last
year’s news coverage of the Presiden-
tial candidates was just the preliminar-
ies! Now it starts for real! Fortunately or
unfortunately, depending on your per-
spective, our Congress people are still
at work doing many things that affect
our civil liberties, privacy, and digital
rights. There is certainly much to dis-
cuss on these topics here in the land of
the free and home of the brave. One place
to keep up to date on such things is the
Electronic Frontier Foundation
(www.eff.org). Regardless of your per-
sonal views on such things as the re-
newal of the horribly misnamed USA
Patriot Act, EFF is working to preserve
your right to say what you mean. A re-
ally good way to keep up on events that
affect these issues is to subscribe to the
free EFF Action Center. The Action Cen-
ter sends out a monthly email that sum-
marizes legislation and other events. The
Action Center web site makes it easy for
you to tell your Congresspeople your
opinion on these matters. Here are the
EFF’s “7 To Do List”:

1. The Public Domain Needs Your
Help!

2. Linux Users Unite: Stop SCO!

3. Verify the Vote: Tell Congress to
Fight for Secure Elections!

4. Verified Voting Gains Momentum:
Contact Your Senator!

5. Stop the DirecTV Dragnet!

6. Support Fair Labeling for Copy-
Protected Media!

7. War on P2P: Congress Tries to
Make File-Sharing a Felony!

If any of these items sound interest-
ing, visit the EFF web site to learn more.

—JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG

Are you
hung up with
computer ques-
tions?. DACS
SIGS may have
the answers. If
not, let us know, and
we’ll try to a new
SIG that helps fulfill
your special
needs.
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (dacsprez@dacs.org)

VPs: Gene Minasi  •  Marlène Gaberel  •  Jeff Setaro
SECRETARY: Larry Buoy  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgram NameName Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 (   e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 acollens@dacs.org
Marlène Gaberel (203) 426-4846 mgaberel@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 jgallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane@dacs.org
Frank Powers (203) 791-1140 fpowers@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 dacsprez@dacs.org
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan Ostergren: (860) 210-0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM / WEB MASTER: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748
APCUG LIAISON: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330    WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

Directors’ Notes, Continued on page 4

A meeting of your Board of Directors
was held at the Resource Center on

Monday, January 12, 2004. Present were
Messrs. Bovaird, Cohen, Gallichotte,
Keane, Preston, Scheef and Setaro and Mrs.
Collens. Also present were Messrs. Buoy
and Ostergren. President Jim Scheef pre-
sided, Secretary Larry Buoy kept the
record. Minutes of the meeting held De-
cember 8, 2003 were approved.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported cur-
rent cash assets of $18,389.17, consisting
of bank and postal accounts $18,228.19
plus postage on hand of $160.98. Subtract-
ing liabilities of prepaid dues in the amount
of $5,518.00 left a net of $12,871.17. He also
reported current membership of 418.

First discussed was the ongoing con-
cern of presentations for future General
Meetings. President Scheef announced
that he had no reply from Howard Reis as
to his willingness to shift the presentation
on Snap Video to February. After much dis-
cussion of possible alternative subjects for
the February meeting, it was agreed that
Bruce Preston and Jeff Setaro jointly
present programs on considerations to be
addressed when purchasing a computer,
how to keep it healthy by detecting
spyware or viruses, how to get rid of them,
and dealing with cookies.

Jim Scheef next reported, regarding the
computers expected to be donated by
Casey Family Services, that the shortfall of
monitors may be a problem and that, until
licenses for installing operating systems
are obtained, the project remains in limbo.

Jim also reported that the door prizes
from Microsoft’s “Office 2003” presenta-
tion in November, 2003 had arrived and
would be distributed as soon as possible.

President Scheef again suggested the
need for further revision of the Bylaws of
the corporation so that they and the cur-
rent practices of the corporation agree.

A report was made on the status of modi-
fications to the iMac previously donated
to the RC to enable it to be upgraded to the
OS-X operating system and use by the
newly reincarnated Mac SIG. It was also
reported that such SIG had recruited ap-
proximately eight members. with Richard
Corzo as SIG leader. Also discussed were
possible methods of recruiting additional
members via email or the DACS Web site.

In anticipation of an anniversary cel-
ebration of the founding of the original user
group that has evolved into DACS through
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PC Shopping

Take good care of it’s health…

It belongs to you

By Marlène Gaberel
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gift of speech

Call Shirley

Fredlund

at 203 770-

6203,

and become a

Voice for Joanie

volunteer.

Directors’ Notes, Continued from page 3

“mergers,” Jim Scheef asked for help in
determining the date of organization of
such group. Marc Cohen volunteered to
search his archives for such information
and, after much discussion, it was deter-
mined that it was probably 1982 or earlier.

Charlie Bovaird introduced the sub-
ject of an upcoming seminar on establish-
ing a new business sponsored by the
Danbury Chamber of Commerce. Consid-
ering the narrow time element before such
seminar, it was suggested that the mem-
bership be advised of same via email or
the DACS Web site.

—LARRY BUOY

THE NEXT PRESENTATION of
DACS will be on the topic of keep
ing your computer healthy after the

purchase. Now that the dream computer
is into your hands, how
do you keep it in tip top
shape, and how to keep
it away from viruses and
attacks from the out-
side?

Bruce Preston, a
long time computer
consultant and modera-
tor of the questions and
answers session of
each DACS general
meeting is well versed
in all aspects of com-
puter. Bruce will briefly
cover and explain
Adware, Spyware, Malware, Trojans, and
other uninvited guests then continue on
how to cleanup your system to keep it
working properly by elaborating on
AdAware, Spybot S&D, MSConfig,
Regedit, Shooting the Messenger and how
firewalls what they do and don’t do.

Presenting with Bruce will be Jeff
Setaro, DACS own computer virus spe-
cialist. Jeff will cover the basics of buying
a computer, especially what types of com-
puter are best suited for your particular

situation whether you are a home user, a
small business or a professional user. Jeff
will examine the advantage of retail vs.
direct purchase.

Jeff and Bruce, both
DACS officers, will
cover many aspects of
the computer just be-
fore the purchase and
how to keep it running
smoothly after the pur-
chase. The presentation
will help in optimizing
your investment on a
computer and how best
to invest your hard
won dollars. If you en-
visage a computer pur-
chase in the near future
or if you recently

bought one, the February meeting will be
most pertinent.  This presentation is well
timed for my college bound son who is
considering investing his hard earned
money on a laptop later this year.

For additional information about the
meeting, direction to Danbury Hospital
Auditorium, where general meetings take
place, and other programs that are offered
at DACS, check DACS web site at
dacs.org. The February 3rd, 2004 meeting
will start at 7.00 p.m.

Do you have special
computer skills or a
business that uses

digital technology in
interesting ways?
Demonstrate your

unique talents and
expertise at a
General Meeting.

Become

a DACS

Presenter
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Digital Photography

 Decisions . . . Decisions
Film v Digital

By Marc Cohen

AS A PHOTOGRAPHER both ama-
teur and professional, from high
school thru a college degree,

military, corporate,
advertising free-
lancer, and on to my
recent retirement I
have been a film,
chemistry,  and
darkroom oriented
photographer. The
rapid changes and
the progression of
Digital imagery had
me watching with
amazement from
the sidelines. A re-
cent vacation
forced my hand; I
decided it was time
to take the plunge.

As recently as two years ago, a cam-
era with a 1 megapixel resolution sensor
was ‘state of the art,’ and sold for around
$1000. Currently, the technology plunged
thru 2, 3, 5, and 11 megapixel barriers and
prices have dropped to as low as $49 at
the lowest resolution range to $1500-$4500
at the upper limits. This for a camera
equivalent to a 35 mm film camera in size
or smaller. Let’s ignore the digital backs
and attachments available for the mid and
large format cameras I previously used.....

Shopping
Last October I started looking for a

camera in a 4-5 Megapixel range, with a
price in the sub $1000 range... Internet
searches helped me decide that I should
look for a camera with a 5 or more optical
zoom range. There are dust contamina-
tion considerations for choosing a cam-
era with a fixed v interchangeable lens.
(Dust affects only one frame of film at a
time, but dust on a sensor remains, and
requires either exotic methods to remove
it or else it requires a return to the manu-
facturer.) Since digital zoom effects could
be accomplished with almost any photo
editing software, I learned that I could ig-
nore all the advertisements touting in-cam-
era digital zoom effects. I also knew that I
did not want a shirt-pocket sized camera
as I was used to the stability a heavier

camera provided. I also wanted to be able
to pickup and handle the camera before
making a purchase, so it also had to be

available locally.

My final
choice

A less than
$500 Kodak ‘dx6490’
camera purchased
from the local
Costco store. Al-
though only a 4
megapixel sensor -
the 10 x zoom lens
was a deciding fea-
ture that won me
over. The camera is
a reasonable size
and comfortable to

hold. It has a fixed (10-1) Schneider
Variogon zoom lens, equivalent to a 38-
380 mm lens on a 35mm film camera. Ac-
cessory wide angle and telephoto supple-
mentary lenses are available. The camera
also allows a choice of full automatic or
manual focus and exposure control. The
price includes a relatively powerful 1700
mAh Li-ion battery and a recharging dock
with a power cable. Also included also are
a pair of cables, a USB cable for connec-
tion to the computer, and a cable to con-
nect to a TV. Included is a CD ‘KodakEasy/
Share’ software. (I haven’t yet had the time
to investigate the program.) The only ad-
ditional purchase required were two
256MB SD/MMC chips to store images
until I could get to a place to burn them to
a CD. A 256MB chip can store 192 photos
at the highest resolution or 16 minutes of
video and sound, or a lesser mix of both.

In use
 I had the camera for about a week,

before leaving on a five week trip to Hong
Kong and Thailand. I just had time to fa-
miliarize myself with the features of the
camera, taking a few test pictures and vid-
eos around the house, some interior and
some outdoor shots, with and without the
built in flash, some long shots and close
up and macro shots, burn a disk, and view
them on the computer and TV. I reformat-
ted the chips and we were off. In use the

battery permitted several days of shoot-
ing without the necessity of a recharge
(good thing, because we were sometimes
beyond the power network). The two chips
were filling up rapidly. In Thailand there were
many internet cafes some of them could
unload the chips to a CD and also print
some of the photos I had promised a grade
school class in a small village we had vis-
ited. With the two chips now empty, I was
ready for another 380 shots..... The ink jet
prints from the internet cafe were the first I
had seen printed from the camera as I didn’t,
and still don’t have a color printer. I was
impressed. At a 4x6 inch print size the col-
ors were more intense than film and they
looked as sharp as the same sized film prints.
Upon arriving home I took the refilled chips
and the CD made in Thailand to the local
Walgreen, and spent a few hours playing
with the photos on their digital printing ma-
chinery. Walgreen transferred the selected
images to a processing machine and printed
out the 500 plus photos on photographic
paper processed in photo chemistry (not
ink jet). Such prints have a longer life than
ink jet prints. I have to say the print quality
was great, and at 20 cents each they are, I
think, cheaper than printing on an ink jet at
home. Walgreen’s price also included burn-
ing all the images to CDs. The CDs have
one of the easiest slide show presentations
I had ever been able to get to my TV....

 Next, I will be looking at photo qual-
ity color printers. This will be a continu-
ing learning adventure.

Smart advertisers
reach over

1000
active computer

users and
software buyers

by taking
advantage of

the attractive
advertising rates

in

DACS.DOC

MARC COHEN is a founding member, a DACS
director and  production editor of dacs.doc.
A perpetual novice, he started out having
problems with C/PM on his Osborne
computer, and still has problems with
Windows.
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES: February 2004

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft Ac-
cess database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  FEB 10

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, Linux, and NT operating systems. For meeting notes and
notices, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032.
Meets on the second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., at the DACS Re-
source Center.
Next meeting: FEB 11

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net. Meets on 1st Wednes-
day, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 4

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com for
thedetails). Meets on last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Re-
source Center.
Next Meeting: Returns in April

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: FEB 19

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. FEB also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 18

MICROCONTROLLER.  Investigates microcontroller applications
from theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 24

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: FEB 12

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 4

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 23

WEB DESIGN. Explores popular applications for designing and
creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets on third Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: FEB 17.

DotNet. Meeting at 4pm this month wasn’t deterred by the
weather. We started as does the DACS general meeting with a
random access session. The first question referred to an email
I sent to members of the DotNet SIG that contained an attach-
ment. Some people received the attachment others didn’t, why?
In polling members about the type of mail software they use we
discovered that there are several different mail software pro-
grams or services used by our members. So of course the
answer to why became very difficult. Thinking about how email
does or doesn’t work is not on my event horizon. I stumbled
into user email nirvana with OutLook Express. But, it might be
said that many of the security updates we get these days are
directed at attachment files because they are a method by which
a virus or worm can pierce the execution shield of the operating
system. Hence for those who didn’t get the email, more than
likely the attachment was rejected by the security of email ap-
plication. After random access we continued with the subject
matter for the evening, which by the way was also the content of
the email. This was the class factory code we developed at the
November SIG.
     At that time we were not fully successful at creating a class
factory. This evening we completed that assignment and dem-
onstrated it in several configurations. We had version 1 which
used an instantiated factory class and a  version 2 that used a
static class. Both of these examples used factory methods to
provide the results. Greg Austin also created a static class
sample that used properties to provide results. This example
was very helpful in developing our understanding of class fac-
tories and demonstrated a very practical application of an inter-
face class that guarantees compliance in its use among pro-
grammers. So, the DotNet session 1 concluded on a success-
ful note and adjourned to pizza.
      After pizza and at the SIG meeting continuation time of 7pm
having arrived, we embarked on more web page code intended
to supply images for a web page by injecting them into the
response stream rather than have the browser request the
images from an image folder. The implication of this strategy is
to eliminate physical images from the web site. Rather than
store image files in folders on the web site, the idea is to store
the images in a database and render them only when the page
is generated.  This is inherently a safer and more secure tech-
nique and it protects images from deliberate acquisition for
nefarious reasons beyond the scopeof a web page.
      This concept entails two requirements. The first require-
ment is a method by which the original image is decomposed
into a byte stream and then stored in a varbinary column in a
database record. Presumably the record will also contain other
information as well. We talked about one membership type of
application where the data record would contain information
about an individual. Besides descriptive personal attributes,
an individual member could also be described by their image.
All of this stuff would be retained in a database. The second
requirement method for processing images in this manner is
a function to extract the image from the database and inject it
into the response stream. We hoped to demonstrate this on a
new laptop, an XP version as compared to the Win2K used
previously. Attempting to access the web pages in develop-
ment mode on this new laptop evoked a dreaded permission
denied error. We were denied permission to a folder seem-
ingly having nothing to do with development mode. The folder
is used by IIS to service the web page. Far be it beyond us to
resolve this problem during the SIG although we tried, it sub-
sequently turned out that increased security, one of those win-

SIG N OTES, Continued on page 11
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Groundhog Day

3

7:00 P.M.
GENERAL MTG

4

4 PM Internet Prog.
7 PM Visual Basic

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

5 6 7

8 9

7:00 PM
Board of
Directors

10

7:00 PM
Access

Bruce Preston
203 431-2920

11

7:30 PM
Advanced OS

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

12

7:00 PM
SERVER

Jim Scheef
860 355-0034

13 14

Valentine's Day

15 16

President's Day

17

Web Design
Anna Collens
203 746-5922

18

7:30 PM
LINUX

Bill Keane
203 438-8032

19

7:30 PM
INVESTMENT
Paul Gehrett

203 426-8436

20 21

DACS.DOC
DEADLINE

22
Washington's 

Birthday

23

7:00 PM
WALL STREET

Phil Dilloway
203 367-1202

24

7:00 PM
Microcontroller
J. Gallichotte
203 367-1202

25 26 27 28

29
Jan 2004

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Mar 2004

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Danbury Area Computer Society
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Macinations

THIS IS THE SECOND installment
of my journey to learn Cocoa pro-
gramming on the Mac under OS X.

This month I’m going to share my experi-
ence in trying to get a simple Cocoa pro-
gram to run, using three different books
as learning tools.

The first book
I started with was
Learning Cocoa
with Objective-C,
2nd Edition, by
James Duncan
Davidson, pub-
lished by O’Reilly
& Associates
(ISBN: 0-596-
00301-3). This
book is designed
to be an introduc-
tion to Cocoa,
and reminds me a
lot of my college
p r o g r a m m i n g
textbooks. It
starts off by getting your first command
line and GUI Cocoa programs to run (an
important step) and then goes on to ex-
plain object-oriented programming (inher-
itance, methods, etc). I was actually writ-
ing working code in less than an hour with
the book. This is the first book I’ll finish,
going through all of the examples, before
moving onto finish the others.

The second book, Cocoa Programming
for Mac OS X, by Aaron Hillegass, is pub-
lished by Addison Wesley (ISBN: 0-201-
72683-1). Aaron is also founder of the Big
Nerd Ranch, one of the top Cocoa training
schools in the country. This was the first
book I picked up, due to the recommenda-
tions online. It’s not designed for the true
beginner, it’s an introduction to Mac pro-
gramming for Java or C++ programmers.
Being so rusty at serious programming, I
wound up skimming the first 100 pages of
the book, typing in a few examples, absorb-
ing a lot, but I need more background on
object-oriented programming and Cocoa
before I dive into this book.

The third book I selected to learn Co-
coa is Cocoa Recipes for Mac OS X, by
Bill Cheeseman, published by Peachpit

Press (ISBN: 0-201-87801-1). The thickest
of the three, with more than 700 pages, it
focuses on building a program that dem-
onstrates many of the features of Cocoa.
Bill started archiving and organizing one
of the largest Cocoa repositories on the
Web at http://www.stepwise.com/

S ta r t i ngPo in t /
Cocoa.html. I like
the book, but the
commitment of
working with one
application for the
entire book makes
this my last choice,
almost a finishing
school for what I
learn in the other
books and online.
Skimming through
the book, I was
able to find ex-
amples of many
things I’d like to be
able to put into my

programs, so I’m sure I’ll find this book
useful in the future.

Books are a personal choice, so don’t
rush out and buy one based on my rec-
ommendation. I suggest you go to your
local bookstore, pick up several that seem
interesting, find a comfy chair, and select
the one (or more) that you find useful.

Apple, in addition to providing the
very robust Xcode development environ-
ment, also provides a lot of documenta-
tion in the/developer/documentation/co-
coa directory on your hard disk. There are
62 documents in my directory, covering
everything from the Objective C language
to programming Web services. Several of
the books recommend reading Apple’s
Object-Oriented Programming and the
Objective-C Language document before
starting the examples in the book as a good
background.

Since Objective C is very closely based
on the C language, I would highly recom-
mend the book I used to learn C at my first
job and in school, The C Programming
Language, (2nd Edition), by Brian W.
Kernighan and Dennis Ritchie. A no-non-
sense guide to programming, it’s a fast

way to learn C. You can use Xcode to
build all of the examples in the book, so
you don’t need to buy a special compiler
to learn C.

On the Web, I discovered a whole se-
ries of programming Cocoa articles on
O’Reilly’s MacDevCenter.com (http://
www.macdevcenter.com/pub/ct/37), in-
cluding an excellent beginner series for
learning how to program in Cocoa. Other
great starting points include Ranchero
Software (http://www.ranchero.com/co-
coa/), and also CocoaDevCentral (http://
www.cocoadevcentral.com/).

I “read” the new O’Reilly Mac Devel-
oper Journal CD and I like it. It’s full of
articles, sample programs, and also takes
a look at the business side of creating
software (public relations, marketing, etc).
The longest-running Mac developer
magazine is MacTech (www.MacTech. com).
If you’re serious about learning to pro-
gram on the Mac, you can get a free sample
issue by visiting the Web site.

So far, I’m pleased with my progress. I
won’t lie to you and say it’s easy to pro-
gram. It’s a lot of work and you really have
to be interested in learning a lot of new
concepts. However, the reward of making
a program that actually works – and might
be useful to others is worth it.

Sorry I missed the January meeting; I
got stuck in the snow storm, commuting
back from the city. I’ll have free samples
of the MacDeveloper Journal CD at the
February meeting if you are interested.

You can reach MIKE  online at
mikek@demorgan.com.

Programming on the Mac
Part II

By Mike Kaltschnee

The Macintosh SIG will be starting
in March.  It will be held the first
Thursday of each month.  The first
meeting will held on Thursday,
March 4, at the DACS Resource
Center at 7 p.m.  We will start by
upgrading an iMac to Panther (Mac
OS X 10.3).  Future meetings will
be guided by the interests of
participants. You may contact
Richard Corzo at macsig@dacs.org
and let him know what your
interests are.

New Mac SIG
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YOU MAY HAVE gotten a bunch
of spam that try to sell you some
thing because they are telling you

that size matters.  However even though
they may be try-
ing to con you, in
regards to the size
of picture, graph-
ics, and video
files size does
matter.  Some of it
is because it is re-
lated to image
size. However,
when you try to
compress files
there reaches a
point where you
start to lose
something.

First you
have to under-
stand that if it is
either an image or
video file each
little pixel or time interval is represented
by bits of data. You may have heard 8, 16,
24, 32 bit color. The number of bits repre-
sents the color of each pixel. On an
800x600 image you have 480,000 pixels (800
multiplied by 600). Then you multiply the
color bit depth to get the size of the image
representation (800 x 600 x 24 bit equals
11,520,000 bits). Divide by 8 and you get
the number of bytes (11,520,000 bits di-
vided by 8 equals 1,440,000 bytes). It get
worse with video because you have to
multiply by the frames per second and by
the number of seconds in the video (at a
standard 30 frames per second it would
be 41 Megabytes per second or 2.4
Gigabytes per minute). Now if you have a
lot of large image or video files you are
trying to transfer through a dial up con-
nection to the Internet you have prob-
lems. If that is the case, you just figure
you will save and send things using a
smaller image size and blow up when it
will be used. The problem is that when
you go to a smaller image size you loose
detail in the process. Then when you try
to blow it up again it just gets blocky. The
same thing goes for video files, the smaller

the file size the less detail and nuances
are in the file. This really shows up when
you take a small image and then try to
project it using a good LCD projector. So

if you want to
project it, show it
on a large moni-
tor, or print it out
large you need to
keep the image
size up. This is
one reason there
is so much hype
on the amount of
megapixels a digi-
tal camera has.

So how then
do we get the
small file size of
images we do.
We use compres-
sion algorithms,
also known as
codecs (com-
p r e s s o r /

decompressor). There are lossless and
lossy compression algorithms. But how
can there be lossless compression? It
is because nature is filled with patterns
and uniform things, which is what we
take images of. So if we record info
about the pattern instead of each pixel
of it a lot of file space is saved. An ex-
ample would be if a person in your im-
age is wearing a blue sweater.  Instead
of recording every pixel individually you
record this area of the image, where the
sweater is, in blue. The Tiff image for-
mat (.tif) uses only lossless compres-
sion techniques, so it is a good format
for achieving purposes or something
you may wish to edit later. But then
there is lossy compression. You lose
some of your detail, but a lot less than
if you just shrank the image. One of the
regularly used lossy compression tech-
niques is color palette reduction. With
24 bit color you have 16 million colors
available. However, there are far less
that many colors in an image. It takes
less space to analyze which colors are
in an image, and create a custom color
table that will represent all the color in

the image in less than 24 bits, write the
color representation of the pixels with
the custom table code, and then include
a copy of the table in the file. This can
be used as a lossless technique, but
usually this is taken one step farther. In
the analysis of the image it is detected
how often each color is used and
ranked. As the compression rate in-
creases then thenumber of colors that
are less used are converted to colors
that are close to it but are widely used
in the image. This compresses the size
of the color table, which decreases the
bits per pixel representation of a color
used and the blending to nearby colors
increases the space that areas of the
image that can be described as having
one color (this is a situation of com-
pression techniques complementing
each other). Some formats start out us-
ing only lossless compression tech-
niques but as the level of compression
increases they start to use lossy com-
pression. Some common formats that
use a combination of lossless and lossy
compression are GIF (.gif) and JPEG
(.jpg). Remember once you lose image
data using a lossy technique you will
not have it anymore unless you still
have the original or a lossless copy. The
compression methods discussed so far
are referred to as spatial compression
because they reduce the file size by
compacting the description of the vi-
sual area (space) of an image.

Video is made up of sequential im-
ages played over time. This means we
can not only use spatial compression;
but also use temporal compression,
which compresses the file using analy-
sis of the difference and similarities of
the frames in an image. This usually ex-
hibits itself by the first frame in a video
sequence being compressed just like a
still image using spatial compression,
but in the following frames only the
changes from the previous frame is re-
corded. Periodically or when there are
major changes between frames, a new
initial frame, also called a keyframe, is
produced followed by more just record-
ing of differences between frames.
These temporal compressions can be
lossy or lossless. As with still images
you should achieve them using only
lossless compression. However, using
only lossless compression may be im-
practical because of the limitation of
your computers or hard drives’ speed
or hard drive space, but keep lossy com-
pression at a minimum.

Graphics Dimensions

Picture and Video Files:
Size Matters

By Timothy Everingham

VIDEO, Continued from page 7
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Random Access

January 2004

Guest moderator: Jim Scheef

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING
may submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meet
ing. We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail,

as we will not be able to ask for additional information.

Reported by Jim Scheef based on
notes from Paul Stagen and Rich
DiFranco.

We did not have access to any
questions submitted by e-mail so we
opened the floor for questions:

Q.  I am trying to install a scanner on an
XP system. I get the message “Driver
not signed.” The scanner and driver
are from Canon. I contacted Canon
and was told to ignore the message.
However, taking the ignore option
results in the no driver being in-
stalled at the end of the installation
process.

Moderator: Was the driver the XP ver-
sion?  Response: no, the driver was
downloaded.

A.  A Windows 98 driver will not work on
XP. Twain versions are newer. Twain
is an interface standard for scanners,
digital cameras and such. There is a
place in XP for emulating programs
from older operating systems but it
will not work for device drivers. Be
sure the driver is XP compatible.
Canon can be sloppy with drivers.
Advice: take notes during an install.

Q. I have an HP 720C printer. I have
tried to install the printer onto an
XP system. The printer did not work
with the old driver. The driver sup-
plied on the XP CD didn’t work. I
contacted HP and they told me to
use the XP driver.

A. After three years HP drivers will
generally not work with new
operating systems.  The “best bet”
with the low cost of new printers is
to buy a new, more current printer
with software supporting the XP.

Q. I have several word processing pro-
grams on my computer. I open docu-
ments in the word processors by se-
lecting and clicking on the docu-
ments from Windows Explorer. This
opens the document in the default
word processor. I want to change the
default for certain documents. How

do I do that?
A. On systems prior to Windows XP hold

the shift key when clicking on the
file. This will let you choose a new
program as default. [JS — I was
unable to confirm this on Win 2K]
On Win 2k/XP systems, right click
the document in Windows Explorer
and select “Open with…” from the
context menu. There is a check box
to make the chosen program the new
default for files with this extension.

Q. I am upgrading from Windows 98 to
Windows XP.  Are there issues with
using older office suites under Win-
dows XP?

A. Office 95 is flaky. Office 97 is ok. Office
2000 is ok. There can be issues with
email. Outlook Express is ok. (OE is
not part of Office.) [JS — Microsoft
does not support Office versions
prior to ’97 on XP.]

Q. I have Windows 98 First Edition. I
have gotten my updates over the
Internet. The installs hang, however.
Also, when using Internet Explorer,
new windows hang.

A. Maybe something broke on a previous
install or Internet Explorer needs
repair. When doing installs, disable
Java, clear Internet Explorer cache,
and clear the Windows temp folder.
The update site doesn’t recognize
Internet Explorer 5.5 and Microsoft
no longer supports Windows 98. [JS
— Late news is that Microsoft
changed its mind and will continut
to support WIN98. Suggest these
options and try to update Internet
Explorer first, and then move to
other updates].

Q. I’m looking for information or soft-
ware for a Sound Blaster sound card.
I want to write a C++ program to
control sampling thru an A/D con-
verter which will allow me to record
and listen at the same time.

A. Check back thru the old issues of
DACS.DOC looking for DigiDesign

and watch out for feed back.
Earphones were suggested. [JS —
Creative Designs, the maker of  the
original Sound Blaster cards,
should have programming on their
Web site.]

Q. The hard drive on my laptop is full. I
have an external drive connected
but the computer doesn’t recognize
the external drive giving a message
that the drive needs to be parti-
tioned. The external drive interfaces
thru a PCMCIA card (PCcard).  The
external drive came with a floppy.
The external drive is powered thru
the PCcard.

A. Try to install the external drive on a
different computer to see if the drive
is formatted. Check out the floppy
for an install wizard. It was
determined that the PCcard does not
cause the computer to “beep” when
inserted to an already booted
system. This could indicate that the
card is defective.

Q. I have a small LAN (four PCs) with an
Internet connection thru Charter
Cable.  There are times when the
cable modem will have a normal
sequence of lights indicating that it
is on and functioning, yet there will
be no Internet access.

A. Disconnect the modem power cord,
count to ten [wait one minute] and
reconnect. This is a common
problem.

JIM SCHEEF is president of DACS.

When dining at the

DACS Resource Center,

please carry your

leftovers out with you.

Thanks!

     The

      management
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DACS members may
publish noncommercial,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed
electronically by fax or by
modem, or hard-copy may
be submitted at our
monthly general meeting.
Fax your ads to Charlie
Bovaird at 203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the
members’ table at the
meeting.

FREE CLASSIFIEDSFREE CLASSIFIEDS

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 11/2003
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

1) Ray Kerney
2) Kevin Gantnier Sr.
3) Kevin Gantnier Jr.

New Members
from 12-19 2003 to 1-14 2004

Do the DACS General Meetings leave you thirsting for more? Find all that
plus food for thought at the meeting after the meeting—the DACS PIG SIG.

If you are creating a video DVD for
achieving that uses the MPEG-2 format
that uses both lossy and lossless com-
pression techniques, it is better to achieve
the file using the DV codec it was origi-
nally imported in from your video camera
and writing that file to a data DVD or CD.
Be aware that some compression tech-
niques and settings are better for some
types of video than others. If you just
have a talking head in your video with a
static background you can compresses it
greatly without degrading the image
much, But if there is a lot of fast action or
panning of the camera, the amount of com-
pression you can successfully have you
have to be more picky on what codec you
should use.

File size matters because it limits
what you can use the file for. If you just
want a small file you can send to a
friend’s dial up connection or have
friends using a dial up connection view
via a website a small file is good. How-
ever in printing large photos, showing
on a large computer display or having
it projected on a screen small files are
not good. Use only lossless compres-
sion techniques on things you want to
achieve or edit later because it keeps
your options open. Keep your archival
file large and make smaller copies of it
for other purposes.

It is fortunate that hard drive and
DVD and CD blank prices have come
down a lot so doing this does not cost
a fortune, but not planning ahead on
image size and which compression tech-
niques can cost you not being able to
fully use your precious digital photos
and videos.

TIMOTHY EVERINGHAM is Vice Chair of the Los
Angeles Chapter of ACM SIGGRAPH, the
largest chapter of the Association for
Computing Machinery’s (ACM) Special
Interest Group on Computer Graphics and
Interactive Techniques and one of Southern
California’s significant professional
organizations within the entertainment and
media industries.  He is also part-time press
in the areas of high technology, computers,
video, audio, and entertainment/media and
has had articles published throughout the
United States and Canada plus Australia,
England, & Japan. Further information can
be found at http://home.earthlink.net/
~teveringham.

[This article is provided by the Edito-
rial Committee of the Association of Per-
sonal Computer User Groups (APCUG),
an international organization of which this
group is a member.]

VIDEO, Continued from page 9

dows updates, has revised execu-
tion permissions. So, the image pro-
cessing demonstration will be de-
layed until the next SIG meeting in
February.

Graphics. The graphics sig will be
taking a winter break and will resume
in April. If anyone has a question you
can E-mail me at
graffic@bigfoot.com......Ken Graff

Macintosh. The Macintosh SIG will
be starting in March.  It will be held
the first Thursday of each month.  The
first meeting will held on Thursday,
March 4, at the DACS Resource Cen-
ter at 7 p.m.  We will start by upgrad-
ing an iMac to Panther (Mac OS X
10.3).  Future meetings will be guided
by the interests of participants.  You
may contact Richard Corzo at
macsig@dacs.org and let him know
what your interests are.

Server. In February, Server SIG will
discuss the continuing saga of mi-
grating a domain from a server run-
ning Active Directory on Windows
2000 to a new machine running Win-
dows Server 2003. The more we in-
vestigate, the more complex this
seemingly simple task becomes.
Time permitting, we’ll also install ei-
ther Services for Macintosh, Services
for UNIX, or the Windows 2003 Re-
source Kit. The next meeting will be
Thursday, February 12th at 7 p.m. in
the DACS Resource Center.

SIG N OTES, Continued from page 6



Feb 3 • Jeff Setaro and Bruce Preston - Keeping a Healthy PC
Mar 3 • Howard Reis - Snap Video

VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.
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