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I MISS CompuServe. Re-
member when being
“online” meant sub-
scribing to an online ser-
vice? CompuServe com-

peted with services like “The Source” and a
weird service for Apple users called AOL and
beat them all until their own management
gave up and sold their soul to AOL.
CompuServe was the best because they had
the best software. The heart of the any ser-
vice was the places where members could
interact with each other. On CompuServe,
this  was called a “forum.”  - sponsored by
some company or organization as a place to
go to ask questions and discuss some spe-
cific subject area. At one point Microsoft
had ten, maybe fifteen forums with topics
organized by product. So there was a forum
for DOS, Windows (one for each flavor),
databases, Office, etc, etc. Every major soft-
ware company had one or more forums on
CompuServe.

The forum software on CompuServe
was, believe it or not, originally written by
the users themselves, and had two key fea-
tures: all messages were threaded, so you
could easily follow the “thread” of the con-
versation, and you were notified, when you
entered a forum,  of any new messages ad-
dressed to you. The forum software even
remembered the last message you read, so
you could start where you left off, when you
returned. No wonder people felt they “be-
longed” to a forum!

You paid for CompuServe by the minute.
As I recall, it cost $12 per hour (maybe more)
to connect at 1200bps back in the 80’s. People

with deep pockets could connect at 9600bps
for about $30 per hour— more than we pay
for a month of Internet service today! Obvi-
ously, this was an impediment to extensive
use of the service, so users wrote scripting
programs that did everything for you. At the
press of a key, Tapcis (my favorite) would
dial the modem, log on, go to each selected
forum, capture any waiting messages, down-
load the subject line of all new messages,
and log off—all much faster than you could
ever do it manually. A second pass would
capture any messages you selected to read.

Ok, let’s review.  I liked CompuServe be-
cause I never missed a message—I could
find answers, or at least find where to ask
the question quickly and easily. Once I asked,
finding the answer was as easy as coming
back to where I had asked it. The forum soft-
ware made sure you found your messages.
Of course, there was a search facility that
made it  easy to look thru the questions (mes-
sage subject lines) already on the forum,
since someone else may have already asked
the same question. In that case, the answer
you need just might be there as well. And all
of this was done in plain old ASCII text.

So why can’t I do this in the “news
groups” on the Internet today? Today we
have Windows, with an easy to use GUI (yes,
we have Linux, too). There must be some
easy to use “news readers” available some-
where. Perhaps you know of one. If you do,
please point me in the right direction.

What happened to CompuServe? Well,
it’s still around (www.compuserve.com) and
has a truly excellent web-based user inter-
face for the old forums. This interface was in
development prior to the sale to AOL, but as
it was implemented, AOL was busy driving
the users away. Today, subject areas that
were covered by five forums have been con-
tracted into one. For instance, the old Win-
dows NT Forums now covers Win2k, XP
and Server 2003 without any updating of
the message or library sections. Last time I
checked, it appeared that the UNIX Forum
is gone, leaving the Linux Forum to cover
both areas. Some of the forums still have a
cadre of dedicated sysops who answer ques-
tions. Unfortunately, the users who inter-
acted and answered each others questions
are also mostly gone. Even worse, the com-
munity is gone. Years ago people would
“hang out” in the discussion sections of
many of the forums. There were people I
considered friends in several forums even
though I never met them in person.

 I ran a forum for FUSE, the FOCUS Us-
ers Group from 1990 until 1999 when
CompuServe forced us to close. FOCUS is a
database product from Information Builders

Ramblings, continued on page 4
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Directors’ Notes
PRESIDENT: Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (dacsprez@dacs.org)

VPs: Gene Minasi  •  Marlène Gaberel  •  Jeff Setaro
SECRETARY: Larry Buoy  •  TREASURER: Charles Bovaird

Officers

HelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

ProgramProgram NameName Phone  #Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (d e)
Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Macintosh OS Matthew Greger (203) 748-2919 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d   )
PhotoShop/Dreamweaver Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 (   e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
QuickBooks Bill Sears (203) 743-3367 (   e)
Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
SQL Server Chuck Fizer (203) 798-9996 (d   )
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Chuck Fizer (203)7 98-9996 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (   e)
Windows Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 cbovaird@dacs.org
Howard Berger (860) 355-9837 hberger@dacs.org
Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 mcohen@dacs.org
Anna Collens (203) 746-5922 acollens@dacs.org
Marlène Gaberel (203) 426-4846 mgaberel@dacs.org
John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 jgallichotte@dacs.org
Bill Keane (203) 438-8032 bkeane@dacs.org
Frank Powers (203) 791-1140 fpowers@dacs.org
Bruce Preston (203) 438-4263 bpreston@dacs.org
Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 dacsprez@dacs.org
Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 jasetaro@dacs.org

Committees
NEWSLETTER: Allan Ostergren: (860) 210-0047 (dacseditor@dacs.org)

PROGRAM / WEB MASTER: Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748
APCUG LIAISON: Don Neary  (203) 746-5538

 RESOURCE CENTER:  (203) 748-4330    WEB SITE:  http://www.dacs.org

A MEETING OF YOUR Board of Direc-
 tors was held at the Resource Center

on Monday, February 9, 2004. Present were
Messrs Berger, Bovaird, Gallichotte, Keane,
Preston, Scheef and Setaro and Mrs. Collens.
Also present were Messrs Buoy and
Ostergren. President Jim Scheef presided;
Secretary Larry Buoy kept the record. Min-
utes of the Meeting held January 12, 2004
were approved.

Treasurer Charlie Bovaird reported cur-
rent cash assets of $16,599.65, consisting of
total bank and postal accounts in the amount
of $16,457.37 plus postage on hand of
$142.28. Subtracting liabilities of prepaid
dues in the amount of $4,790.00 left a net of
$11,809.65. He also reported current mem-
bership of 404.

Regarding future General Meetings, it
was announced that David Brenner of Snap
Video would make the presentation in
March. Bruce Preston suggested Jeff
Simpson of A.G.. Edwards & Sons, Inc. as a
potential source of a presentation on the
availability of financial information via the
Internet. Howie Berger advised that he had
talked with a principal of Paetec Communi-
cations regarding a program on linking indi-
vidual wide area and local area networks via
digital subscriber lines. He also advised that
he was attempting to obtain a list of avail-
able speakers from WestConn’s Community
Relations office. If successful, he was asked
to share such list with other members of the
Board.

Bruce Preston announced that Ed Heere
had offered to do the May presentation on
medical scanning techniques between phy-
sicians and hospitals, a technology his com-
pany, AMSYS, is offering.  Mention was also
made of the possible recruitment of David
Pogue, “State of the Art” columnist for the
“Circuits” section of The New York Times.

Formation of a slate of officers of the
Corporation for the coming year, to be con-
sidered at the next Board meeting in March
was addressed. Officers present (Jim Scheef,
President; Charlie Bovaird, Treasurer; Jeff
Setaro, Vice President) offered to stand for
reelection. Secretary Larry Buoy offered to
stand for reelection if a replacement could
not be found. It was also recognized that
officers not present (Vice Presidents Marlene
Gaberel and Gene Minasi) should be can-
vassed as to their willingness to be re-
elected.

Jim Scheef updated his efforts to distrib-
ute the door prizes from the Microsoft pre-

Directors’ Notes, Continued on page 4
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Next Meeting

 Take your pix online
with SnapVideo

By Marc Cohen
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Inc. (IBI). In 1990, most FOCUS users were
on mainframes. Over the years, IBI pro-
duced versions for UNIX, VAX, the PC
(DOS and Windows), and just about every
other platform you can name. The FUSE
Forum, together with the forums run by IBI,
answered thousands of questions, but it
was impossible for a pay as you go service
to compete with “free” email, as more and
more companies connected their email sys-
tems to the Internet. So our members moved
to an email list on the Internet. Maybe it
wasn’t entirely AOL’s fault!

MyDoom
Are you tired of hearing about the

MyDoom worm? Well, you’re going to hear
a lot more about it, unless everyone patches
their Windows. A new DoomJuice.B worm
uses the ‘back door’ left by MyDoom and
even corrects the coding mistakes in
DoomJuice.A! These worms use your ma-
chine to launch a denial of service attack on
Microsoft. It’s only a matter of time before a
variant is released that uses your machine
to relay SPAM, and we certainly don’t need
any more of that.

There are four things you can do to pro-
tect your machine from almost all worms
and viruses   (1) run an antivirus program
and keep it up to date, (2) keep your Win-
dows patched, and (3) use a firewall. The
fourth item is to never open any email at-
tachment that you are not expecting. If you
receive an attachment from someone you
know, send them a quick email asking if they
really sent the attachment. It could save
you a lot of work cleaning up your machine
later. These malware programs would not
be such a problem, if everyone applied the
patches as soon as they become available.

AT THE MARCH 2, 2004 meeting,
DACS  will welcome David
Brenner of VideoBureau. The

presentation will be on
SnapVideo, a program
that enables PC users
to receive or send
video snapshots over
the Internet. Through
a secure web page,
SnapVideo supplies
and automatically up-
loads live or recorded
snapshots from a user
USB camera. View
your home or office
from anywhere! Just
imagine the possibili-
ties Snap Video offers: the boss check-
ing on employees when away on a trip;
the parents, from work, glancing to see
how the babysitter interacts with the
kids at home; or talking with that far
away parent on the phone and at the
same time seeing his or her picture on
your computer. SnapVideo enables us-
ers to save snapshots and view them
online, in slideshows or albums. Snap-
shots taken via SnapVideo can be
viewed privately, or shared with any

user on the Internet .  Through
SnapVideo’s new email and cell phone
services, snapshots can be sent or seen

up-to-the-minute from
just about anywhere,
even without an
internet browser or PC.

David Brenner,
President of
VideoBureau, will
present some Power
Point slides explaining
the product and a live
demonstration of Snap
Video. March 2, 2004
promises to be an in-
teresting evening for
DACS members and

their guests. The presentation will take
place at Danbury Hospital Auditorium
and start with questions and answers
at 7:00 pm following by brief club an-
nouncements. The main presentation
will start at 8.00 pm. For additional in-
formation on the presentation or direc-
tions to the Danbury Hospital Audito-
rium, check DACS web page
(www.dacs.org).
MARLÈNE GABEREL is a member of the Board
and Vice President for Communications.

sentation at the November General Meet-
ing.

There followed a discussion on offer-
ing members employement or technical ser-
vice listings, via the newsletter or our Web
Site. Also discussed were options for ad-
vertising DACS to the general public, in-
cluding cooperation with the Senior Net or
other programs catering to computer be-
ginners. Updating and using the DACS bro-
chure, now long obsolete in many aspects,
was considered. Howie Berger also sug-
gested that DACS also try to become in-
volved in Science Horizons, the coordina-
tor and sponsor of the Science Fairs and
provider of mentors to the science students
within the public school systems, and of-
fered to obtain contact information.

--------LARRY BUOY

—JIM SCHEEF

DACSPREZ@DACS.ORG

Ramblings continued from page 3

Directors’ Notes, Continued from page 3

The first evidence of viral transmission from computer to human
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AT THE FEBRUARY 2004 meeting,
Jeff Setaro talked first on what
types of computers are best suited

for different users. He
was followed by
Bruce Preston on
how to keep your
computer in tip top
shape. Probably due
to the weather, the
crowd was sparse.
This created, how-
ever, a good environ-
ment for informal ex-
changes of ideas be-
tween both speakers
and some attendees
who shared their
thoughts on the top-
ics presented. Other
participants asked
and received immediate feedback on
specific concerns related to the topics
presented.

Jeff Setaro
Jeff Setaro described which comput-

ers different types of users would need,
depending upon whether they consid-
ered themselves a home user, a sole pro-
prietor working from home, or a power
professional user. The advice Jeff gave
was to not necessarily acquire the fast-
est or latest processor, but rather to go
for the most RAM, a significantly large
hard disk and a display that is the best
as one can afford. Displays, according
to Jeff, are now mostly of flat types,
rather than the more traditional CRT. Jeff
gave the audience the minimum RAM
users should look for, based on their
personal, professional or business
needs, as well as the differences be-
tween diverse processors and operat-
ing systems. In case of doubt regard-
ing buzzwords, which may not be clear,
Jeff suggested consulting http:/ /
www.techweb.com/encyclopedia/ ,
which has 20,000 IT terms.

Jeff also elaborated on notebooks,
though he admitted not having much
luck with them, as laptop computers
seem to die rather early when in his
hands. He nevertheless recommended

the Pentium M processor, which, quot-
ing from the web tech encyclopedia
mentioned above is “ a CPU from Intel

for mobile comput-
ing that was intro-
duced in 2003 with
speeds up to 1.6
GHz, the Pentium M
supports multiple
voltages so that
power can be opti-
mized based on
user demand.” As
in desktop comput-
ers, memory mat-
ters, so get as much
as possible. It is ad-
visable to acquire
an independent
graphic card in-
stead of one com-

bined with the processor. Since mobile
computers can be more delicate than
desktops, the more warranty offered,
the better, and, if possible, extended
manufacturer warranty.  In order to con-
nect to the Internet, a laptop should be
equipped with Wi-Fi, either 802.11b or
Bluetooth, for wireless connectivity.
Battery life should cover a normal work-
day before being recharged. Jeff also
briefly mentioned handheld devices,
which can also be used as an MP3 de-
vice.  Jeff concluded by saying that the
disadvantage of a mobile device is that
it is more expensive, breaks more often
and does not have as much capability
asa desktop.

Bruce Preston
Bruce Preston then continued with

his portion of the presentation, on the
topic of how to keep that new PC
healthy. His first advice was to get to
know what is on the system tray. Those
are the programs that boot when your
computer is turned on. With the mouse,
go over each icon to find out which is
which. If the name is not recognized
check for its definition on a web search
engine. You can locate the vendor of
the application by right clicking with
the mouse. If many applications start
upon turning on your computer it means

that you are using up lots of precious
RAM that is not available otherwise.
Bruce explained how to turn off un-
needed applications to speed up your
computer. Once in a while I find new
applications on the system tray that
were installed when the kids use the
computer. Housekeeping is not only
limited to the dust and dishes, it is now
extended to the computer.

The next topic that Bruce tackled,
to keep that computer in good shape,
was how to keep intruders out of your
system. He described different firewalls
that are available in software and hard-
ware forms. He emphasized that a hard-
ware firewall is always preferable, but
that a combination of the two is the best
bet. A hardware firewall can also be used
as a router for wireless connection to
the Internet if several computers are
used in the same house or office.

By all means, in times with virus
scares on the news frequently, keep
your antivirus program updated, Bruce
warned. Most antivirus software update
on a frequent basis with a scheduler.
Some antivirus programs now have both
firewall and antivirus combined in one.
Jeff Setaro mentioned that f_secure at
http://www.f-secure.com offers both
features.

On the subject of keeping your com-
puter away from intruders, Bruce sug-
gested several freeware programs that
clean computers such as Adware 6 http:/
/www.spywareremove.com/, which re-
moves any spyware or adware and an-
noying popups that may have been in-
stalled on your computer without your
knowledge. Spybot at  http:/ /
www.spykiller.com/ is also a spyware
fighter. The web site GRC, http://
www.grc.com, can be checked for pro-
grams to be downloaded to identify
open ports on your computer that would
provide entry to potential intruders. For
additional information, Bruce recom-
mended http://www.cexx.org  which has
details on adware and spyware.

As Bruce was closing his presenta-
tion, Mike Kaltschnee, from the audi-
ence, reminded us to regularly do a Win-
dows Update, in order to have the lat-
est revision of the operating system.

The presentation offered a wealth of
information and it was a good reminder of
what to do to keep our computers (even
ones that are not very new) in good work-
ing condition.

MARLÈNE GABEREL is a member of the Board
and Vice President for Communications.

Meeting Review

What to look for in a PC
and how to take care of it

By M. Gaberel
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Special Interest Groups SIG News & Other Events

SIG NOTES, Continued on page 15

DotNet SIG. The first session notes are provided by the good-
will of Claude Prevots. Our tradition of starting with random
questions paid rich dividends this evening. Our question was
this one: "What are stored procedures, and how do they work?"
To resolve these questions, Chuck presented a well-illustrated
tour of the topic.  Stored procedures run in MS SQL Server and
are set-oriented. They are formulated in Transact-SQL, a for-
mal language for data definition and data manipulation. To
speak of a cursor is to mention an added capability to select
with iteration particular facts in a database, much as a loop
structure does in a programming language. A side point was
that to use a binary search, a user must be working with an
ordered set of records. Be advised that a developer must be
aware in data retrieval of changes in permissions that have
evolved with the newer versions of operating systems. MS Win-
dows XP now handles rights differently and more restrictively
than did MS Windows 2000.
     In the course of the discussion we saw some interesting
elements of Chuck's completed work. With this language, T-
SQL, a developer declares variables, with '@' denoting a local
developer variable, and '@@' denoting a local system vari-
able. Some features of referential integrity were brought to light,
with the ripple effect of cascaded delete, where deleting a cus-
tomer deletes all his orders, and with a newer handling of
integrity, Declarative Referential Integrity (DRI). Relationships
can be structured in database diagrams.
     An interface to a database of stored procedures is accom-
plished with an object, SqlDataReader. A new instance is ini-
tialized and, together with a connection string, activates one or
more procedures. In data management, an important precept
is to maintain a consistent naming convention with coordi-
nated data types.
     With stored procedures so well nailed down, we proceeded
handily to an application of ASP.NET that had presented diffi-
culties earlier. In an application segment for UserRoles, spe-
cific rights had to be written for special user defined in current
operating systems, and working through Internet Information
Service (IIS). We inspected ASP.NET as a primary user leading
to a special fictional user URF, and we inspected status for
DbObject.DLL in the Framework. This special user is a Do-
main User that figures in a tactic of impersonation at logon.
This special user is an anonymous user empowered by
SqlServer for logon only of any user. When the incoming exter-
nal user is authenticated by the program, a token is generated
with the specific rights pertaining to this external user. Rights
determined are assigned and a new impersonation activated
with rights specifically enumerated in a particular domain au-
thority. This incoming  external user can then proceed with a
session of data management, and have all identities and privi-
leges confirmed automatically. Our evening of discussion was
rich with insight.
   In the second session. The chosen application for the
evening involved web pages that support dynamic image place-
ment on the browser. Traditionally, the process to present an
image on the browser involves two steps. In the first step, the
web server sends a img tag embedded with a file name and
extent to the browser. The img tag informs the browser that a
image is to be placed on the page. In step two, the browser
submits the file name as an additional request to the web
server for the named image file. The web server dutifully re-
sponds by returning the requested image file. The browser is
aware of the file type by the file extention supplied and uses
that extention type as an indication on how to  format the image
to the page. Dynamic images must operate in the same sup-

SIG NOTES: March 2004

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft
Access database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston@mags.net).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting:  MAR 9

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores OS/2, Linux, and NT
operating systems. For info, follow link to Don's site on dacs.org.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032.
Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: MAR 10

dotNET. Programs for Web site/server.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@snet.net.
Meets 1st Wednesday, 4-6 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 3

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667 (graffic@bigfoot.com).
Meets last Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Returns in April

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment strat-
egies to maximize profits and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett, 203 426-8436, (pgehr4402@aol.com).
Meets 3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
Next Meeting: MAR 18

LINUX. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system. MAR also be of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Bill Keane (wbk@mags.net) 203-438-8032
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 pm at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 17

MACINTOSH. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac operating system.
Contact: Richard Corzo (macsig@dacs.org)
Meets 1st Thursday at DACS Resource Center at 7 p.m.
Next Meeting: MAR 4

MICROCONTROLLER.  Investigates microcontroller applications
from theory to hands-on implementation and member projects.
Contact: John Gallichotte, 203 426-0394,(tlclotus@ieee.org).
Meets on 4th Tuesday, 7:00  p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 23

SERVER. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com)
Meets 2nd Thursday,  7 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next meeting: MAR 11

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer, 203 798-9996 (cfizer@snet.net) or Jim
Scheef, 860 355-8001 (JScheef@Telemarksys. com).
Meets 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 3

WALL STREET. Examines Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway, 203 367-1202 (dilloway@ntplx.net).
Meets on last Monday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 29

WEB DESIGN. Explores popular applications for designing and
creating Web sites.
Contact: Anna Collens, 203-746-5922  (acvo@annagraphics.com).
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: MAR 16.
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HAVE YOU EVER had a time where
the computer will start to slow
down, even

though you purchased
a fast computer?
The problem might
be that your com-
puter has ‘spyware’
on it.  What is
spyware?  There are
several categories: Cookies
just hold temporary informa-
tion—such as the items in your
‘shopping cart’ when you go to a
vendor such as Amazon.com.  They
are usually OK to leave, but some ven-
dors are sloppy and leave things such
as your credit card information in cook-
ies, where if the cookie is improperly
registered it might be read by another
site.  Data-mining software tracks surf-
ing habits— websites you have visited
and makes that information available to

The Spy that Came In From the Code
How Ad-Aware can protect your computer

By Scott Preston

whatever website installed the spyware.
This information is then sold

to advertisers who match
your computer ’s address

or your e-mail address to
advertising that they

then put in banner ads,
or e-mail to you.
Spyware is often
hidden inside of
‘free’ applications
or utilities that of-
fer to do some-
thing nice—such
as keep your sys-
tem clock syn-
chronized with
the naval obser-
vatory, or put a

‘fun’ cursor on your ma-
chine.   In many cases it is installed in
secret, with no uninstall capability.
Things get really messy when you have
more than one spyware program run-
ning at the same time—they get so busy
fighting each other that your computer
has no time left for your work.

Ad-Aware is a free program that you
can download from www.lavasoft.de
and it will help get spyware out of your
computer.

After downloading the program,
close any programs that you are run-
ning (this helps it run faster) and start
Ad-Aware. Once you open the program,
click “Start”. If you have multiple drives,

click Customize, then select Drives and
Folders. Put a check mark next to those
drives you wanted check then click Pro-
ceed on both windows that popped up.

Then click Next and it will begin
scanning.  For large disks with many
files, it might take an hour or more to do
a complete scan.

When it is finished scanning, you
should hear a sound showing that has
completed the scan.  Click next and will
show you a list of what it found.  I like
to just check all of the boxes off. You
must checkmark everything in order to
delete them. Then click next and a
prompt will come up and you will say
yes.

Ad-Aware removes them from your
computer such that they won’t run by
putting them into a ‘quarantine’ area.
This is so that if you remove something
that you later decide that you want to
keep (such as a PIN cookie for the book-
of-the-month-club) you may restore it.

To completely remove a cookie file or
‘bad’ application, select the item, and click
delete or press the delete key on your key-
board. The harmful stuff is gone.

I recommend that you run Ad-Aware
once or twice a month or every week
(whatever is good for you). With this
program, you will be able to make your
computer safe and healthy.

If you purchase Ad-Aware Plus or
Ad-Aware Professional, it runs in real
time in a manner similar to an anti-virus
program.  Visit the LavaSoft site for more
information.

SCOTT PRESTON  is the Technology
Administrator at the Ridgefield Boys and Girls
Club www.rbgclub.com. He is the son of Bruce
Preston, leader of Random Access and the
Access Sig.

Internet Privacy
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IF YOU’RE READING this, I’m going
to assume you own or are about to
purchase a digital camera.  We have

five, including 2 Sony Ericsson phone cam-
eras, a Canon S110 (2 megapixel), and a
new HP 945xi (5 megapixel), and my origi-
nal Kodak DC3200 (1
megapixel).  I bought the
Kodak a little more than 3
years ago before my first
daughter was born. It was
downhill from there.

It’s been three years,
we’ve had another girl,
and we now have a collec-
tion of more than 6,000
photos (the actual total is
around 8,000 images, in-
cluding pictures from fam-
ily and friends).  We’re ac-
tively using 4 of the cam-
eras, and pictures con-
tinue to be taken.  Now we
need a way to enjoy them.

Managing this many
images is a part-time job
at some companies.  I hate the software
that typically comes for free with prod-
ucts, and also wanted to have copies of
the photos on a Windows 2000 computer
and on my Macintosh Powerbook, so I
needed to find two solutions for manag-
ing our quickly growing collection.

I know there are dozens of photo or-
ganizers out there, but I wanted to pick
the best on each platform for home use.
I’ve used a wide variety of image manage-
ment programs over the years, including
Cumulus, ThumbsPlus, ACDSee, HiJaak
Pro (I worked for them), and many others.

All of the programs are good, and if
you’re interested in finding one to suit
your needs, you can try demos of most of
them online.

To solve the problem under Windows
I narrowed my selection to Adobe
Photoshop Album 2.0.  Part of my deci-
sion to use Adobe PhotoShop Album was
due to my respect for Adobe software
such as Photoshop, Acrobat, and even
Photoshop Elements.  I knew it probably
wouldn’t be as fast as one of the other
products, but I know my photos would be
safe (I still back them up to be sure).  I also
selected it based on the features (more on
them in a bit).

I installed Adobe Album on a Pentium
900 computer with 128mb of RAM.  I was
easily able to import the 6,000 images, but
it did take a while.  Trying to use the pro-
gram with the required RAM (they recom-
mend 256mb) was impossible--it took for-

ever to do anything.  I added 256mb for a
total of 384mb and the program was rea-
sonably fast.

Adobe Album ($49) has many nice fea-
tures, but the calendar-based organization
is one feature I’d like to see in iPhoto.
You can literally look at a calendar
onscreen and see when you took photos.
I looked at January last year, when my
second daughter was born, and was
quickly able to see slideshows of her first
days.  They also have an excellent timeline
view.  Our other requirements were to be
able to print photo calendars on our color
inkjet printer, and watch them on TV.  I
was quickly able to put a VCD (most DVD
players will play Video CD’s) with our pho-
tos in a slideshow together, and burn it
from within the software.  We also setup a
slideshow to show all 6,000 at a recent
party for my oldest daughter, and people
enjoyed seeing the changes in the kids
over time.

On the Mac I use Apple’s iPhoto.  I
have been using iPhoto for more than a
year, and it’s a great program.  However, it
was getting really slow trying to handle
6,000 photos.  I just got the new version,
part of Apple’s iLife 04 product ($49).  It’s
a lot faster, and is fun to use again.  iPhoto

has an interesting feature that enables you
to share photos in your house.  It uses
Apple’s Rendezvous technology so you
can let other Mac users view your albums.
They also have the same ability to share
music in iTunes.  Apple’s iLife program
also includes the music program Garage
Band (awesome), iMovie, iTunes (free
download, but included), and iDVD.

Both programs have the ability to print
photos on your color inkjet printer, crop
and enhance your images, order prints
online, create a Web page, create custom
slideshows, and even order a high-qual-
ity photo book.  Another important fea-
ture in both is the ability to archive your
images (please back up your photos!).  You
can see why I picked these two due to
their similar abilities.

I would highly recommend both pro-
grams for managing your images.  They
both cost under $50 and are worth it for
the ease of use and power they both offer.
I remember when I first created a slideshow
on iPhoto, complete with soft music, and
showed my wife our photos of our kids.
She cried — definitely worth $50.

If you have an older Windows ma-
chine, you might want to consider
CompuPic Pro, which has lower system
requirements than Adobe Album, yet has
a lot of interesting features.

I would recommend a recent Mac or
Windows computer if you’re going to
manage a large image library, and a lot of
hard disk space to hold them (5mb files,
even compressed, take up a lot of space).

MIKE is a DACS member who now has a part-
time job as photo archivist for his family

Organizing Your Digital Photos
By Mike Kaltschnee

Digital Photography

The Macintosh SIG will be starting
in March.  It will be held the first
Thursday of each month.  The first
meeting will held on Thursday,
March 4, at the DACS Resource
Center at 7 p.m.  We will start by
upgrading an iMac to Panther (Mac
OS X 10.3).  Future meetings will
be guided by the interests of
participants. You may contact
Richard Corzo at macsig@dacs.org
and let him know what your
interests are.

New Mac SIG
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Random Access

February 2004
Bruce Preston, Moderator

MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE GENERAL MEETING
may submit questions to “askdacs@dacs.org” by the day prior to the meet
ing. We will attempt to get an answer for you. Please provide enough detail,

as we will not be able to ask for additional information.

Q. I am getting periodic messages from
an ISP’s postmaster, saying that it is
unable to deliver mail to a specific
email address at that ISP.  I have
never heard of the addressee.  Do I
have a virus on my machine that is
doing this?  Is it true that I can only
get a virus by opening an attach-
ment on an email?

A. No, you are seeing the side effect of
one of several internet worms that
attach themselves to a machine’s
TCP/IP protocol stack, and then use
the compromised machine to
propagate to other machines.
Current worms using this exploit are
MyDoom and Novarg.  They do so
by reading the inbox, address book,
and cache (temporary internet files)
of the compromised machine to get
email addresses.  The worm
randomly selects one of the
addresses in the list and uses that
address to forge the ‘From:’ of the
email that is then sent to all of the
addresses in the compromised
machine. This adds to the confusion
caused by the worm, as it will hinder
identifying the compromised
machine.  For the second part of your
question, you want to maintain your
antivirus signature file—when
Novarg hit, it took about 8 hours for
the antivirus vendors to figure out
how it works and create a signature
file entry.  However, a lot of client
computers got compromised during
the next few days because they
didn’t have up-to-date antivirus
signatures.  In addition, you have to
set your Internet Explorer, and
Outlook or Outlook Express to not
open active content.  Set them to
“High Security.”  In Eudora, you
want to not use the Microsoft viewer.
Lastly, keep your system up-to-date
by running Windows Update
frequently.

Q. I’ve heard about Spybot Search &
Destroy. (www.safer-
networking.org/)  In searching the

web, I’ve seen accolades, as well as
horror stories.  Does anyone have
any comments?

A. It, and Adaware 6 from LavaSoft
(www.lavasoft.de) are both excellent
freeware utilities that identify
programs that you probably don’t
want on your machine.  However,
you still need to know what is going
on, as some components that are
flagged as spyware may in fact be
things that you need.  For example,
there is a program called “BackWeb”
which has legitimate uses, but is
often flagged as spyware.  BackWeb
is used by some applications (such
as F-Secure) to do periodic and
frequent tests for updated antivirus
signature files, and if found, to
download them from the web and
install on your computer.  It works in
the background, and is sensitive to
your use of the internet connection,
so that it has little impact upon the
responsiveness of your machine.
You wouldn’t want to disable/
uninstall BackWeb if you are using
it for A/V updates. However,
checking for updates can be
abused—for example a well-known
mouse vendor sets things up to do
a daily test for driver updates for the
mouse. How critical is that?

Q. A comment - I understand that the
most recent security patch for
Internet Explorer contains a fix for
a security hole in Windows that
could be exploited even if you are
not using IE as your browser.

A. Thank you for the notification—
another reason go to the Windows
Update site frequently.

Q. I signed up for SBC/Yahoo! which
included an email account.  I have
never used the email account, yet
within a few days I started getting
spam addressed to the new account.
How is this possible?

A. (a) SBC/Yahoo! sells email addresses.
When you sign up, there is a check

box to prevent this, but most don’t
see it and once the address is out —
its out.  (b) Spammers generate email
addresses using common names and
send them blindly to domains.  So if
your email address at SBC/Yahoo!
is not particularly unique, it could
have been generated.

Q. I have a laptop with XP Home edition
on it.  Now, when I boot I get a Win-
dows Explorer with the heading
C:\WINNT\SYSTEM32 and in the
right window of Windows Explorer
I get a pane that says “the files in
this folder are hidden” etc.  What
has happened?

 A. Somehow in either your Start/
Programs/Start Up or in your
Registry in the key
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFT
WARE\Mic roso f t \Windows \
Current Version\Run you have the
entry C:\Windows\System32. If in
either place, it will do this.  How it
got there is another story—however
I have observed this on machines
that were hit by the Novarg internet
worm.  (See first question)   Update
your antivirus, run a scan, and then
delete the entry.

Q. Is there an equivalent to MSConfig in
Windows XP?

A. Yes.  Here is a Microsoft
Knowledgebase article that tells how
to use it: http://support.microsoft.
com/default.aspx?scid=kb;en-
us;310560 . You also might look at
Xteq System’s X-Setup
www.xteq.com/products/xset/ or go
to www.microsoft.com/downloads/
search.aspx?displaylang=en  and
do a search on TweakUI.

Q. I have Windows 98 with a dial-up
connection.  A short while after I
connect, the machine slows down
drastically.  I do a Control-Alt-De-
lete and I don’t see anything un-
usual.  Any suggestions?

A. Again, it could be spyware   which,
because it runs as a ‘process’ rather
than an application, won’t show in
the Task Manager you get when you
do a Control-Alt-Delete.  Another
possibility is that your connection
quality is deteriorating over time and
the modem is continuously
downgrading to compensate for
detected errors until it just drops out.
If you must use a dial-up connection,
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DACS members may
publish noncommercial,
computer-related classi-
fied ads in dacs.doc at no
charge. Ads may be placed
electronically by fax or by
modem, or hard-copy may
be submitted at our
monthly general meeting.
Fax your ads to Charlie
Bovaird at 203 792-7881.

Leave hard-copy classi-
fieds with Charlie, Marc, or
whoever is tending the
members’ table at the
meeting.

FREE CLASSIFIEDSFREE CLASSIFIEDS

THIS  IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 12/2003
or earlier

You need to renew your
DACS membership

NOW

SIG NOTES, Continued from page 8you can stack the deck in your favor
by (a) using an external modem, or
(b) using a ‘hardware-based’ internal
modem.  External and ‘hardware-
based’ modems do the processing
of data within the modem, as
opposed to ‘win-modems’ which
require the computer’s CPU to do
the processing of compression and
error correction etc.  Today, 56K win-
modems are available for under $20,
and hardware-based modems are
more likely to be $50 or more.

Q. I have an old-reliable 386-based com-
puter that I use for miscellaneous
tasks.  The clock battery went dead.
I replaced the battery, but I can’t
boot the machine.  It doesn’t recog-
nize the hard disk. What can I do?

A. In addition to keeping the real-time
clock in the PC running, the battery
is also responsible for keeping the
CMOS BIOS settings alive.  They
disappeared as well—and that’s
where your hard drive parameters are
kept.   In newer machines, the BIOS
can query the hard drives which will
report back what the drive
parameters are — heads, tracks and
cylinders.  In older machines, you
have to enter these yourself.  The
numbers should be printed on the
hard disk, or if you get the model
number you can do a search on
Google and come up with the values.
You then get into the BIOS setting
screen (typically by pressing the
DEL key during the power-on self-
test) and enter the values for the hard
drive(s).  You will probably also have
to identify the floppy drive(s) as to
whether they are 1.44MB 3.5" floppy
or 1.2MB 5.25" floppy, etc.  Once
you do that, save the settings
(usually Esc followed by F10
followed by a “Y”) and boot the
machine.  None of this will erase data
on the hard disk, but having the
wrong value for the drive parameters
could cause a problem if you try
writing.  Fortunately, you can’t write
without an operating system, and
you won’t boot the operating
system until you have the
parameters correct.

BRUCE PRESTON is president of West Mountain
Systems, a consultancy in Ridgefield, CT
specializing in database applications. A
DACS director, Bruce also leads the Access
SIG. Members may send tech queries to Bruce
at askdacs@dacs.org.

ply request environment, but the sup-
ply of the image is handled a little
differently. In this case, Step one is
the same as above with the excep-
tion that the img SRC points to a web
page instead of a specific image. For
example: <img SRC=webpage.
aspx>  When the web server receives
the webpage.aspx it just accesses
that web page. During the execution
of the page, the page reads the im-
age, presumably from the database,
and sends it back to the browser. In
addition to sending the binary im-
age data, the page informs the
browser that the ContentType = im-
age/GIF, for this case. Given this in-
formation the browser then knows
how to visually present the data.
Dynanacism is implemented during
step one. The (webpage.aspx?
querystring=nnnn) would contain a
query string with some selector nnnn
used by the webpage.aspx process-
ing code to determine which image
to find on the database.
    Using sample inline scripted
webpage.aspx pages, the applica-
tion worked fine for simple pages.
However, when we abstracted the
inline scripted code into ASP.NET
IDE and code-behind .cs files, the
code behind failed because the
source webpage.aspx failed to in-
stantiate for a worker process ex-
ecuting on the webpage supply-
ing the image from the database.
There seems to be an
iinstantiat ion clause required
when code in one process ac-
cesses the colaborating page, that
is not required when the code is
executing as inline scripted code.
Well the session ended with this
problem unresolved, to be taken
up as home work. Hopefully, we
will know this answer by the time
of the next meeting.

Web Design. The February 17th Web
Design SIG explained some of the
pros and cons of creating framed
web pages. Although not as popular
as they used to be, frames can still
be used to advantage, particularly
when it is important to keep a sec-
tion of a page always on-screen,
such as a links bar - which can re-
main visible regardless of scrolling.
The next meeting will be held March
16th, the subject is Templates and
Library Items, both Dreamweaver
items that can simplify web de-
sign, and help keep a constant
“look” to a web site. Visit
www.annagraphics. com/sigsite for
more information, links and notes
of previous meetings.

When dining at the

DACS Resource Center,

please carry your

leftovers out with you.

Thanks!
     The

      management

For Sale. Palm M505 PDA w/ 16MB SD
Memory card & case $75.00
Netgear DS104 4 Port 10/100 Mbps Dual
Speed Hub $15.00

Contact: Jeff Setaro @ 203-748-6748 or
jasetaro@mags.net



Mar 3 • David Brenner - Snap Video
Apr 6 • TBA

VoiceVoice  for  forJoanieJoanie
Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer.
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