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Weather Comment
Retraction

Last month, I headlined the first para-
graph in my column “I love this

season.”
May I retract or

modify that statement?
Day after day of way

below freezing tempera-
tures may be short-cir-
cuiting my neurons. I
thrive on being outdoors
daily but when such ex-
cursions are a chore

rather than a pleasure, then it’s time to wish
for moderation.

If any readers are weather nuts, as I am,
you may have read that our climatic expe-
rience is primarily dependent on the be-
havior of our western neighbor, the Pacific
Ocean.   This immense body of water con-
trols most of the patterns in the northern
hemisphere. As the water on the surface
warms and cools and shifts West and East,
aka El Niño and La Niña, this influences
the wind patterns. So, if you despair and
lament the fact that you can’t step outside
without getting frostbite, go to
Accuweather.com and check out some of
the expert blogs from Joe Bastardi and Eliot
Abrams. It’s an education and explains all
that Mother Nature throws at us.

HackerSpace Presentation
Wasn’t that a great program? I love that

area of creativity, which reminds me of the
many hours I spent assembling and modify-

ing Heathkits in my student and newly mar-
ried years. It was inevitable, in my case, that
even after carefully following the instruction
manual, I would have to contact the techni-
cal department and make modifications in
order for the unit to work. I often had to re-
sort to using older components or jury rig
new ones to achieve what I wanted.

Circuit Writer Hibernation
Coinciding with the bear hibernation

season, Jim Scheef has just announced that
he will go on sabbatical leave from writing
his stimulating monthly column.  I thor-
oughly enjoy receiving and editing Jim’s
column; it is educational, timely and gives
us much food for thought on many subjects.

Let us hope that Jim will complete his
other projects in a timely manner and be
back as a contributor soon.

More Pandora
As I was perusing my Pandora account

page this week, I noticed that they had
added Genre Stations recently. Instead of
choosing an artist, one can choose a type
or period of music and let Pandora play a
cornucopia of music. In my opinion, this
is an excellent addition to an already su-
perlative musical site.

Facebook Mail
I tend to agree with Jim Scheef’s com-

ments in this month’s column. Facebook’s
proposed mail feature may sound as if it will
facilitate social communications but I do not
like the idea of being subservient to a spe-
cific site to send a message. We won’t really
know what it will offer until it is released, so
in all fairness we have to reserve judgment.

My Last Word
This is my last column as Editor of

DACS.doc. Jennifer Anderson will be the
new Editor beginning January 2011. Please
join me in welcoming Jennifer to our
DACS community and assuring her that she
can depend on our total support.

I look forward to continue writing and
contributing to the monthly newsletter as
much as possible, a most enjoyable activity.
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PRESIDENT: Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 dacsprez@dacs.org
VICE PRESIDENT PROGRAMS:  Open

SECRETARY: Bruce Preston  •  TREASURER: Dave Green

Officers

HelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLineHelpLine
Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please
limit calls to the hours indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be considerate of the volunteer
you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for
help or are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the
person requesting payment will be deleted from the listing.  Can we add
your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

PrPrPrPrProoooogggggrrrrramamamamam NameNameNameNameName Phone/E-mailPhone/E-mailPhone/E-mailPhone/E-mailPhone/E-mail

APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)

ASP.Net Chuck Fizer

C/Unix/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)

C#, VB Chuck Fizer cfizer@dacs.org

Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)

Interface-Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)

Adobe Web & DTP Annette van Ommeren (914) 232-0149 (   e)

SAS Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)

Statistics/Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)

SQL Lewis Westfall (203) 790-0229 (   e)

SQL Server, MySQL-5 Chuck Fizer

Malware Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )

VB.Net, Visual Basic Chuck Fizer

Directors
dacsboard@dacs.org

Richard Corzo (203) 797-1518 rcorzo@dacs.org

Rich DiFranco rdifranco@dacs.org

Drew Kwashnak (203) 910-6605 akwashnak@dacs.org

Patrick Libert (860) 567-9586 plibert@dacs.org,

Rob Limbaugh (203) 648-9176 relimbaugh@dacs.org

Bruce Preston (203) 431-2920 (days) bpreston@dacs.org

Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 jscheef@dacs.org

Jeff Setaro (203) 648-9925 jasetaro@yahoo.com

Joseph Tobin josephdacs@gmail.com

Annette van Ommeren    (914) 232-0149 avanommeren@dacs.org

Andy Woodruff         (203) 744-9588 awoodruff@dacs.org

Committees

Directors’ Notes

Directors’ Notes, Cont. on page 5

NEWSLETTER: Patrick Libert: dacseditor@dacs.org, (860) 567-9586

PROGRAM: Position Open

WEB MASTERS: Richard Corzo (rcorzo@dacs.org), (203)797-1518

Annette van Ommeren (avanommeren@dacs.org), (914)232-0149

MARKETING AND PR: Position open (pr@dacs.org)

APCUG LIAISON: Patrick Libert (plibert@dacs.org)

 MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR: CHARLES BOVAIRD:  aam@mags.net

Meeting held: December 8, 2010
Attendees: Richard Corzo, Andrew
Woodruff, Annette van Ommeren, Jim
Scheef, Rich DiFranco, Bruce Preston

Meeting called to order: 7:20
Guests: Charlie Bovaird, Jennifer

Anderson, David Green
Minutes of previous meeting were ac-

cepted.

Treasurer Report
Bank Account:        $6,146.61
Postage:             $40.29
Total:                      $6,186.90
Liabilities: Pre-paid dues:             $80
Net:        $6,106.90
Current Members:  161
156 members with valid e-mail address
56 receive mailed newsletters

Old Business
1. General meetings

December: “DIY 3D Printing and Rapid
Prototyping”: CT Hackerspace, Preview:
Rob Limbaugh, Review: Drew Kwashnak

January 4, 2011 (tentative subject to DH
schedule): “Jobs and Tech” John Barry
(ITech Consulting Partners), Preview: Ri-
chard Corzo, Review: Andy

February: “State of the Internet” John Patrick
(remote from Florida),
Preview: TBD, Review: TBD
We are going to explore alternate dates at
which John can be present, since a remote
presentation may be a problem.

March: open
For 2011 Richard has requested the hospital

auditorium for the first Tuesday of the
month from Danbury Hospital. Waiting
to hear back.

Andy is working on possible speaker from
DATAHR – who would speak about
accessibility and disability issues - still
tentative.

2. Open positions
a) Treasurer: David Green has volunteered.
He has previous experience as Treasurer
for the CT Choral Society, a homeowner’s
group, etc. A motion was made, seconded
and carried to appoint him to the
Treasurer’s position to fill out Charlie’s
term. There followed a brief discussion on
transition of software, backup procedures,
post office box access, and process for
mailing newsletter and authorizing dis-
bursements. DACS’ Corporate address is
to be changed to Richard’s address, the
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Meeting Review:

Meeting Review – CT Hackerspace
By Drew Kwashnak

WHEN I HEAR THE TERM
“hacker” I envision somebody
hunched over in a dark base-

ment, sinisterly typing on the keyboard and
drinking cola by the light of a computer
terminal.  This media-induced image could
not be farther from the truth for the hack-
ers from CT Hackerspace, who came to the
December General Meeting to give us a
glimpse at the new renaissance of do-it-
yourself (DIY) makers.

Bill Saturno, Rob Limbaugh and Jeff
Meyer from CT Hackerspace talked about
their current group project, building a
‘McWire’ RepRap, or 3D printer, so they
can build the pieces for a larger, faster and
more capable ‘Mendel’ RepRap.  RepRap
stands for Replicating Rapid Prototyper,
which enables creating parts or a prototype
in hours in-house rather than sending the
plans out to a shop and waiting for a month
to get something back.

The process used with the ‘McWire’ and
‘Mendel’ RepRaps is called Fused Deposi-
tion Modeling, meaning they create complex
shapes by applying a layer of material on a
moving bed, much like frosting on a cake.
Once the layer has been applied the bed is
dropped, or the nozzle raised, and another
layer is applied.  In Fused Deposition Mod-
eling the material, often plastic, is pushed
through the extruder, a heated nozzle much
like a hot glue gun.

Other methods for printing in 3D in-
clude Selective Laser Sintering and Pho-
tolithography.  Selective Laser Sintering is
where a laser fuses the shape desired on a
layer of the material in powder form.  This
method is suited for making complex
shapes where some part of it needs to be

resting on a platform.  The unfused layers
act as that platform, and falls away when
the object is completed.

Photolithography is where a liquid
polymer reacts and solidifies when hit by
the light from a projector. As the resolu-
tion of projectors keeps improving, photo-
lithography allows the creation of more
complex shapes.

The RepRap built and demonstrated uses
a number of components, some common like
rollerblade ball bearings for guiding the
moving table, other parts more custom such
as the circuit boards.  There are kits avail-
able that can speed up the process, though
the documentation may not be as available
or complete as one might expect.

A working ‘McWire’ RepRap can cost,
materials and software, approximately
$600 to build. This price depends more or
less on how much time and effort one wants
to put into the project using common hand
tools or how many pre-made component
kits one wants to purchase.  The software
used usually does not need a lot of com-
puting resources and is cross-platform so
it works on Windows, Mac and Linux.

The hackers in CT Hackerspace have
more in common with Michelangelo,
Nicolo Tesla, Alexander Graham Bell and
Apple’s Steve Wozniack than they do with
cybercriminals.  The mindset of the hacker
is to find innovative out-of-the-box solu-
tions to problems.

A Hackerspace is a place where the
hacker community can come together and
socialize, share their resources, share their
knowledge and build things.  Members
collaborate on individual or group projects
in an open, community led environment.

CT Hackerspace
For more information on CT Hackerspace see http://www.cthackerspace.com. Or
call: 203-450 4-CHS (203-450-4247). You can also visit our IRC channel on
freenode #cthackerspace. Email:  contact@cthackerspace.com.

‘Mendel’ RepRap: http://www.reprap.org/wiki/Mendel

Selective Laser Sintering: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Selective_laser_
melting_system_schematic.jpg

Photolithography Printing: http://mrsec.wisc.edu/Edetc/nanolab/3D_print/
index.html

Software Titles:

· RepRap
· ReplicatorG

· Skeinforge
· RepSnapper
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Jobs and Technology
By Richard Corzo

Meeting Preview

IT’S A TOUGH environment out there.
Many are looking for work and
having to look further afield to find

work—out of our comfort zone in job de-
scriptions and a distance
away from where we’d
normally look. A number
of us in DACS are in the
technology field, or would
like to use technology to
help find a job. So it’s
timely for DACS to have
a presentation on this
subject.

John Barry of ITech
Consulting Partners (http://www.itechcp.
com/) and also a DACS member will be our
guest speaker at the January general meet-
ing. John has years of experience placing
candidates in a wide range of positions at
companies in the area.

John will cover today’s employment
market and recent positions that have come
up. You might be curious about new places
to look and John will talk about niche jobs

that you might have overlooked.
He’ll tell us about new media
jobs that we should know about.
If you’re looking to upgrade
your skills, John can suggest
what might be worth your time
and money.

Whether we are looking for
a job in technology or  in some
other field, John can show us
how to use technology to find a

job. What resources are out there? How
should we use recruiters? Why is network-
ing important? How should we leverage
LinkedIn?

Although John doesn’t plan to cover
them during the main presentation, you’ll

have an opportunity during his question
and answer session afterward to ask
about résumés and interview tips.

So, come to our January general
meeting and find out the answers to your
employment questions and get thinking
about new strategies.

DACS meetings are held at the
Danbury Hospital auditorium. (Click
here for directions.) Activities begin at
6:30 p.m. with registration and casual
networking. The meeting starts at 7:00
p.m. with a question and answer period
(Ask DACS), followed by announce-
ments and a short break. The featured
evening presentation begins at 8:00.

DACS General Meetings are free
and open to the public. Members and
prior attendees are encouraged to extend
invitations to anyone interested in this
topic.

Danbury Area Computer Society
(DACS) is a registered nonprofit and has
been serving the region since 1990.
Members receive an award-winning
newsletter, members-only workshops
and events, and access to volunteer
phone support.

business address (for membership, billing
etc. will be changed to David’s address.

b) DACS.DOC Managing Editor: Jennifer
Anderson volunteered to take on the news-
letter managing editor position to replace
Patrick Libert.  Andy Woodruff moved that
Jennifer Anderson be named the Newslet-
ter Editor for a period of 90 days. Annette
seconded this. In discussion, Andy pointed
out that this is not an officer position. The
motion was approved unanimously.
(Secretary’s note: In prior discussion,  Jen-
nifer had suggested the 90-day “trial.”)

c) The membership chairperson position is
still open.

3. Annual Meeting - Election of Directors: The
following six members were elected to the
board of directors at yesterday’s Decem-
ber annual meeting: Richard Corzo, Rich
DiFranco, Patrick Libert, Rob Limbaugh,
Joseph Tobin, and Andrew Woodruff

4. Using Drupal for the DACS Web site:
Working on migration to current website.
PHP does not hook to IIS, forums are
being converted to be compatible with
resident support application servers.

New Business
1. Due to his lack of participation, we will re-

lieve Chris Furey from the position of VP
of Programs. Moved, seconded and carried.

2. Projector lending policy: Someone raised
insurance and liability as a possible objec-

tion. If the board still wants to lend
the projector(s), here is proposed
policy:

a) The new projector will not be lent
out for non-DACS purposes.

b) To borrow the old projector, a board
member will need to request this in
writing (e-mail) from the board on
each occasion with the proposed
borrowing date and return date.

c) There will be a sign-out form which
indicates who is signing it out, when
it is going out and when it will be
returned. The form will include a re-
lease of liability.

d) If the board approves, the borrower
must notify all SIG leaders in addi-
tion to the board. If any objections
arise, the equipment will not be lent.
Andy will write a waiver of liabil-
ity. Further discussion was tabled,
so that we may consider liability is-
sues as well as policy for replace-
ment of burned placement cost split.

3. Jim Scheef has proposed that we start
using MailChimp to send out DACS
mailings. Importing the e-mail list
from current system is not a prob-
lem. Some effort will be involved
in coming up with ‘rich text’ format
for mailings to members. Motion
made, seconded and carried that
Charlie and Jim will co-ordinate set-
ting up MailChimp.

4. Discussion regarding the DACS
Facebook group. There are different
‘categories’ of pages available, such
as ‘group’, ‘fan’ etc. Patrick and
Drew will be asked to evaluate.

5. There appear to be serious and chronic
problems with communications links
within the DACS resource center,
specifically the Mags.Net sourced
DSL connection. For example, the
Skype connection that is used so that
Bruce can attend board meetings  kept
dropping out, delaying the start of the
board meeting by about 15 minutes.
As Bruce is able to conduct long du-
ration Skype sessions for his Access
SIG (typically 2 hours) which also
uses a Mags.Net DSL, it is fair to con-
clude that the problem is the circuit
into the RC. Jim took on the respon-
sibility for getting the line serviced,
which involves coordination between
building management, local phone
company and Mags.Net. We are also
looking at getting a different phone
number for DACS which will use
Google Voice with distribution to
board members rather than dumping
into the answering machine in the
RC.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50

—Bruce Preston

Directors’ Notes, Cont. from page 3
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Special Interest Groups

SIG NOTES: January 2011

Access. Designs and implements solutions using
Microsoft Access database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920 (bpreston
@dacs.org).
Meets on 2nd Tuesday, 7p.m., by virtual connection.
Next meeting:  January 11 (check Website for technical
details)

ASP.Net. Focuses on Web site/server application devel-
opment using Microsoft Visual Studio, C#, VB, Javascript
and SQL Server programming tools. Starts with Random
Access, followed by a programming discussion with
examples.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@dacs.org).
Meets 1st  Wednesday, 4-6 :p.m. and 6-8  p.m. in a   virtual
session. (Note change below)
Next Meeting: January 5 at DACS Resource Center

Drupal. Covers all things on Drupal, the open source
content management system (CMS).
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@dacs.org).
Meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the DACS
Resource Center, or go to the DACS Community Forum
(http://www.dacs.org/forum/) within the Members-
only area.
Next meeting: January 13

Digital Imaging. Digital cameras, retouching and
printing.
Contact:  Ken Graff  at  203 775-6667 (graff ic@
bigfoot.com). Meets last  Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS
Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  Recessed until Spring

Jobs. Networking and  jobs search
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@
mags.net).
Meets by e-mail.
Next meeting: TBA

Linux. Provides Help in installing and maintaining the
Linux operating system.  Also of interest to Apple own-
ers using OS X.
Contact: Jim Ritterbush, linuxsig@dacs.org
Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. at the DACS Resource
Center.
Next Meeting: January 19

Mac. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac and iPhone op-
erating systems.
Contact: Richard Corzo (macsig@dacs.org).
Meets 1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: January 6

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys
maintenance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@
mags.net).
Meets irregularly, announced by e-mail.

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applications,
including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook. SIG is on hiatus
and presently merged into the Drupal SIG.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@telemarksys.com), or go
to the DACS Community Forum: http://www.dacs.org/
forum/, within the Members-only area

VB.Net. Focuses on Smart Client Windows application
development using Visual Studio, VB, C# and SQL Server
programming tools.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (cfizer@dacs.org) or Greg Aus-
tin, 845 494-5095 (greg.austin@ryebrookpba.org).
Next Meeting: January 5

Web Design and DTP. Learn about Adobe software for
web, graphics and desktop publishing.
Contact: Annette van Ommeren (avo@annagraphics.com).
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Cancelled for January

SIG News & Events

SIG Notes, Cont. on page 11

Drupal. Some of the December meeting was eaten up while
we diagnosed a problem with the Internet access in the Re-
source Center. Once we had the network working,
discussion moved to converting the existing site and the fo-
rums to the WAMP suite. We did some testing and were able
to get the DACS website running on Apache. Conversion and
testing will continue.
       The next Drupal SIG meeting will be Thursday, January 13,
2011 at 7pm in the DACS Resource Center.

Mac. In December, we had some fun taking a look at the new
generation Apple TV. (Look for my review in the January newsletter.)
       With some adapters I was able to connect the Apple TV to
our projector and computer speakers. The Internet speed is a
bit slow in the Resource Center, but other than having to wait a
while for a movie trailer to buffer before playing, the Apple TV
performed well. We looked at a YouTube video and some of
my vacation photos in a MobileMe gallery. We also tried view-
ing a Netflix streaming movie.
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Commentary

Circuit Writer Version 8.4
 By Jim Scheef

LAST MONTH, I mentioned that
Christie’s would feature an Apple-
1 in an auction that included some

other interesting artifacts. Well, the Apple1
sold for $213,000. Now
that Christie’s has shown
interest, vintage com-
puter collecting will
never be the same. Read
more on CNN (tinyurl.
com/2uu7e6a).

Killing the Web
Remember when

email was new and it
was cool to have an email address on your
business card? Some people had more than
one; in the early-90’s I had four. My pri-
mary email was on CompuServe but of
course not everyone was on CS, so on the
back of the card I had the X.400 address-
ing needed to reach me on CS from for-
ward-thinking companies that had gate-
ways, plus my BIX address, and one other
I can’t remember right now. Why would
anyone print all this on business cards?
Because back then, few email systems were
connected. The offer “Send me an email”
was always followed by “Which email do
you use?” Of course all that changed when
Congress opened up the “acceptable use”
policy for the group of government-spon-
sored networks that became the Internet.

Unfortunately, the openness of the
Internet as well as the universality of email
is being threatened by the islands of com-
munication we call social networks. Just
like the pre-Internet email on CS, messages
sent on Facebook must be retrieved (there
are exceptions to this) on Facebook. More
importantly, to continue the conversation,
one must return to Facebook and send your
reply there. Now Facebook is extending
Facebook messaging to include an email
address that will be @facebook.com. Ac-
cording to Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg, “This is not an e-mail killer.”
(Which means he thinks it is.) He contin-
ued, “This is a messaging system that in-
cludes e-mail as one part of it.” The new
email offering will be an extension of the
existing Messages facility and is not avail-
able yet as far as I can determine. Read
more on Information Week (tinyurl.com/
23ghv7f). A scary part of Facebook email
is a new Messages API that will allow ap-

plications access to messages. We know
how well that has worked in the past.

This is just one of the many reasons
Google is worried about Facebook. Another
reason is that Google and other search sites
cannot search and index the content on
Facebook. If you want to search Facebook,
you must log on Facebook and use their
search facility. From the outside Facebook
is a black hole in the web that leaks only
what it wants to let out. You can see how
these social networking “features” create a
walled garden around the user community.
Balkanizing the Internet is a facet of net neu-
trality from the other side of the stone.

WikiLeaks
Is free speech conservative or liberal? It

shouldn’t even be a question, yet interpret-
ing the First Amendment consumes an aw-
ful lot of speech. Wikipedia has this warn-
ing at the top of the article on WikiLeaks:
“This article may be affected by the follow-
ing current event: United States diplomatic
cables leak. Information in this article may
change rapidly as the event progresses.”
Well, the article, (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikileaks) with its 289 footnotes, did not
change while I was perusing it.

Then again, is the current WikiLeaks is-
sue one of free speech? Some say it is, but
maybe not. The current coverage on some
news media would have you believe that
Julian Assange, generally described as the
founder or director of the organization, mas-
terminded the whole thing, whatever that
might be. Assuming you still have an open
mind on this issue, I urge you to read the
Wikipedia article and review the list of
“leaks”. The best summary of the current
controversy I have found is Steven Colbert’s
December 9 interview of Daniel Ellsberg
(tinyurl.com/2b3ay3d). No one could better
understand this situation than Daniel Ellsberg
(source of the Pentagon Papers) and he gives
fabulously relevant answers to Colbert’s
questions. Also pay close attention to the
people threatening Assange’s life in the lead-
in to the interview.

So far it looks like we will hang (figu-
ratively if not literally) PFC Bradley Man-
ning, the US Army intelligence analyst to
whom the current leaks are attributed. Right
now this guy has to be Assange’s biggest
fan because the manhunt and legal issues
in Great Britain have diverted media at-

tention from PFC Manning. Soon enough
the media’s Eye of Sauron will return its
gaze to the presumed source of the mate-
rial and how he was able to replicate the
copyrighted graphics on a Lady Gaga CD.

I wish I had some clear lucid observa-
tions on the WikiLeaks issue. Assange can’t
be tried as a traitor because he is not an
American. WikiLeaks did not publish the
leaked materials, the New York Times, and
other newspapers did. Chew on that for a
while.

Last Column
I have asked for a sabbatical from my

column. My request was granted because,
well, what else could they say? My ratio-
nale is to devote more time to several re-
lated projects that are not making sufficient
progress. One of these projects is the con-
version of the DACS website to Drupal;
another is a website for my high school
class reunion coming in 2013. I hope to
return to writing in these pages in a few
months. In the meantime, be kind to who-
ever fills this space in DACS.doc!

Are you
up to your nose
with computer
questions? DACS
Special Interest
Groups  may have
the answers. If not,
let us know, and
we’ll try to create a
new SIG that helps
you find them.

Thanks!

When dining at the
DACS Resource

Center, please
carry your

leftovers
out with

you.

The
Management
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THIS FALL, APPLE came out with a
second generation Apple TV device
(http://www.apple.com/appletv/) for

connecting to your high-definition TV. It’s
significantly cheaper ($99) and contains no
hard drive. It’s a way to stream video and
music to your TV and stereo or home the-
ater surround sound system.

I never owned the previous model,
probably because I don’t have an HDTV.
But I got curious about the new one and
was interested in a way to show my re-
cent Turkey vacation photos to my fam-
ily out of state on a Thanksgiving visit.
My family members all have an HDTV,
and the new Apple TV is so compact that
I thought it would be easy to travel with.
I could potentially show photos from my
iPod with an audio/video cable to con-
nect to the TV, but they would be in stan-
dard definition. I hoped the Apple TV
might be able to show my photos at a
higher resolution.

I went to the local Apple store and ex-
plained my interest to the salesperson. I
already had my photos uploaded to a
MobileMe (http://www.apple.com/
mobileme/) gallery. The salesperson said I
should notice a difference, but it was hard
to tell by looking at their sample photos
she showed me on their demo TV. For $99
I decided to take a chance.

Although I don’t have an HDTV at
home, I have a flat panel monitor with an
HDMI connection, so I was able to set it
up before travelling to visit my family. You
need a home network to connect to, either
via a wired Ethernet connection or the
Apple TV’s built-in Wi-Fi capability, and
a power outlet. Using the small 7-button
remote I navigated the on-screen keyboard
to enter the Wi-Fi password, and the Apple
TV came up to show its home menu: Mov-
ies, TV Shows, Internet, Computers, and
Settings.

Movies and TV Shows are things you
can rent from the iTunes Store right from
the Apple TV. You can also view Apple’s
collection of movie trailers under Mov-
ies > In Theaters. If you have previously
purchased music or movies/TV shows
from iTunes on your computer, you can
listen to or watch them by looking for
your computer’s iTunes library name
under Computers. Your computer will
need to be turned on and running iTunes.
In iTunes 10 you need to enable Home

Sharing on the computer as well as on
the Apple TV by entering your iTunes
Store account and password. Once you
do that, you’ll be able to browse all the
iTunes content on your computer from
your Apple TV.

Internet has a list of things that can be
streamed from the Internet. The first is
Netflix and if you have a Netflix account
you can stream any movie or TV show in
their growing catalog of items available via
streaming. Some movies are only available
in DVD form, but I’ve seen a couple on
Netflix that are only available by stream-
ing. If you’re not interested in receiving
mailed DVDs from Neflix, you can now
get a Netflix streaming-only account for $8
a month.

The next item under Internet is of
course the ubiquitous YouTube. If you
have a YouTube account you can enter
that to get access to your favorites and
YouTube channel subscriptions. Other-
wise you can browse recent videos or
search for specific ones using the on-
screen keyboard.

You can view photos that have been
uploaded to a MobileMe gallery or
Flickr by entering your account informa-
tion. MobileMe is a paid cloud service
offered by Apple, and photo galleries is
just one of its features. I can vouch for
the fact that the photos looked better on
the HDTV than they would have if I had
connected my iPod to the TV. In the case
of Flickr, your photos will need to have
been marked as public in order to view
them. My handful of Flickr photos are
marked as viewable only by friends and
family, so I’m not able to see them on
the Apple TV.

If you have a flat panel TV you may
have already figured out that the built-in
speakers are OK for watching TV, but don’t
impress much for watching movies or lis-
tening to musical programs. So you should
have your HDTV connected to a home ste-
reo or surround sound system for better
sound. In addition to an HDMI connection
the Apple TV has a “TOSlink” optical digi-
tal audio connection. Your home theater
system should be able to handle this kind
of input, but if you have an older home ste-
reo with only analog stereo audio jacks,
you’ll need to buy a converter like this
GefenTV Digital Audio to Analog Adapter
( h t t p : / / w w w. g e f e n . c o m / g e f e n t v /

gtvproduct.jsp?prod_id=5279).
The features I’ve mentioned so far may

be enough for you to shell out $99 for an
Apple TV, but Apple has sneaked in an
additional killer feature that could really
convince you. If you have a recent iOS
device: iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch, you
can use a feature called AirPlay. This won’t
work on some older devices like my iPhone
3G, but if you have a newer model, you
start playing something on your device and
you’ll see a little AirPlay icon (rectangle
with a triangle). Tap it and select Apple TV.
The media will start playing on your TV
or stereo connected to the Apple TV! You
can also initiate this when playing some-
thing in iTunes. There are some restrictions
on what will work—one of our Mac SIG
members had trouble getting a video from
his iPad to play on the Apple TV. I initially
had trouble playing something from iTunes
on Windows 7, but was able to get it to
work after modifying the Windows firewall
settings.

My assessment is that if you’re already
into the Apple ecosystem: iTunes, iPod,
MobileMe, etc., then the Apple TV is a
really nice device. If you’re not already so
much into Apple technology, you may want
to check out some alternative devices such
as the Roku box (http://www.roku.com/),
which supports Netflix and a number of
services not available on the Apple TV, but
won’t be able to play your iTunes pur-
chased content.

Home Video

Review - Apple TV
by Richard Corzo

Do you have a burning com-
puter question, but can’t make
it to the meeting, or just never
seem to get your hand up in
time? Email your inquiry to Jim
Scheef, the answer guy, at
askdacs@dacs.org, and your
question will be taken up at Ask
DACS at the next meeting.
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COMPUTERS ARE GREAT, aren’t
they? What else can help you lose
so many files, pictures and home

videos so easily?  When you have more than
one computer, then you have double the
chance of losing anything (plus your sanity)!

That’s where the Internet comes to help.
The folks who bring you the Ubuntu Linux
distribution have made a great product that
helps organize and keep your files where you
can find them. They call it …

Despite the “One” in its name, Ubuntu

One is two components; the installed appli-
cation that comes installed on each Ubuntu
Linux release since 8.04 LTS, and the site
located on Canonical servers on the Internet.
The real magic, though, is where these two
components meet.

Typically, online file storage requires you
to install their application and set a single
directory to synchronize with your account.
Ubuntu One, on the other hand, is already
installed on Ubuntu.  Instead of selecting a
single directory to synchronize with your
online space, you can select a number of
existing or new directories to synchronize.
In this way, you can keep your documents in
your Documents directory, pictures in your
Pictures directory and anything you want in
any directory. When a file is added, deleted
or updated, the system automatically syn-
chronizes the changes with your online lo-
cation, depending on Internet access.

The beauty of this stands out when you
have more than one Ubuntu system con-
nected to your Ubuntu One account.  First,
when you point Ubuntu to your Ubuntu One
account, whatever directories you had set to
synchronize before will be automatically set
to synchronize on your new system as well.
No need to remember which directories are
set and which ones are not.

Afterward, whichever system modifies
a file in a flagged directory, that change will
automatically be updated in all other systems
connecting to your account.  So you can
make a slide show presentation on your desk-
top and have it automatically updated on the
laptop the next time it logs in to Ubuntu One
over the Internet, and vice versa.  If you don’t
have Internet access then, then it will syn-

chronize the next time it is able to connect.
All the while, you still have a web in-

terface available that allows you to upload
files, add directories and delete files from
any computer with a browser, and have it
automatically update your Ubuntu systems
the next time they synchronize.  You can
even download or publish files from your
Ubuntu One account through this interface.
Published files are accessible to other
people, without having to grant them ac-
cess to all of your files.

This is where Ubuntu One pulls ahead
of the other sites with features they just
don’t have.  Ubuntu synchronizes more
than just files.

If your monitor is outlined by sticky
notes like a lion’s mane, you will be happy
to learn that Ubuntu includes a note taking
application, Tomboy.  Tomboy notes, com-
bined with Ubuntu One, synchronize just
as easily as your files.   For those times
you are not in front of your Ubuntu Linux
machines, you can use the web interface to
add, update and delete your notes, which

will be updated on your systems the next
time they are synchronized.

Have you ever wanted to send an email
and find you have it on your other machine?
Just as Notes can be synchronized with
Ubuntu One and edited through a web
browser, so are your contacts stored in
Ubuntu’s default email client, Evolution.
Evolution is an email, calendar, task and
contacts application similar to Microsoft’s
Outlook, except the address book can be
automatically synchronized with Ubuntu
One.

Even better, Ubuntu One now offers
Ubuntu One Mobile that allows you to syn-
chronize your contacts with your iPhone,

Android, Blackberry or any of the 1,000 of
phones supported.  One address book to rule
them all!

With a Firefox Add On called Bindwood,
your bookmarks can be synchronized with
your Ubuntu One account.  So by signing
into one simple account you can get your
files, notes, contacts and bookmarks auto-
matically synchronized across multiple ma-
chines, or all of your information put back
onto a fresh installation or upgrade.  Yet
Ubuntu One does more than just file storage
and synchronization.

With version 10.04 LTS, Lucid Lynx, the
people from Ubuntu One introduced the
UbuntuOne Music Store.  This combines the
default music player Rythmbox with an
online music store so you can browse, buy
and play your music, through the same ap-
plication.  Songs bought are high quality 256
kbps or higher DRM-free MP3s and are
placed in your Ubuntu One account. It is then
accessible and downloadable by all of your
Ubuntu Linux systems.  Don’t worry about
running out of space either, there is no stor-
age limit to the music you purchase.

Not only can you buy, store and access
your music from any of your Ubuntu Linux
systems, Ubuntu One Mobile allows you to
stream your own music from your account,
uploaded and purchased, to your iPhone or
Android phone.  So now your music can be
stored in one location, and accessed by your
computers and your phone.

Don’t think they are done adding fea-
tures, either.  Currently the Ubuntu One team
is working on a beta version that runs on
Microsoft Windows as well as adding to
Ubuntu One Mobile the ability to automati-
cally synchronize pictures taken with your
smart phone.

I know what you are thinking, how
much does all of this cost?  The free basic
account gives you 2 GB of space free.  This
allows you to synchronize your files, con-
tacts, bookmarks and tasks between all of
your Ubuntu Linux systems and to use the
web interface.   More space can be pur-
chased as a 20-pack; 20 GB blocks of ad-
ditional storage space for $2.99 per month
or $29.99 per year.  Purchased music syn-
chronizes with all accounts, and if the com-
bination of music and files puts you over
your limit, it doesn’t stop you from buying
more music.  You are not able to add any
more files to your Ubuntu One account un-
til either your combined files and music are
removed to fit within your storage space,
or your storage space is increased to more
than the combined files.  Ubuntu One Mo-
bile includes the Contact synchronization
as well as music streaming capabilities for
$3.99 per month or $39.99 per year.

Support for Windows is still in the early

  

 

Software Review

Ubuntu One
By Drew Kwashnak
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The newest feature Apple has added is
called AirPlay. A SIG member brought in
his iPad and was able to select the Apple
TV as a playback device so we could hear
the music he selected on his iPad. He
wasn’t able to do that when selecting a
video to play back, although this is sup-
posed to work. Later at home I tried using
iTunes on a Windows 7 computer as the
AirPlay source to play back on the Apple
TV, and initially had some trouble. After
searching on the Internet for a solution I
updated the Windows Firewall settings for
iTunes and got it to work.
       One interesting side effect that hap-
pened when I was using the Apple TV re-
mote during the SIG is that Front Row got
activated on someone’s MacBook. This is
a program on the Mac that looks a little bit
like the Apple TV interface and allows you
to play your iTunes content on a full screen.
It will respond to an Apple remote or you
can try it with just a keyboard and mouse.
To prevent the confusion of a remote acti-
vating the wrong device, you can pair the
Mac or Apple TV with a specific remote so
it won’t respond to another one.

stages of Beta, but if you are interested in
getting involved, more information is avail-
able at https://wiki.ubuntu.com/Ubuntu One/
Windows.  It’s very early, and only allows
synchronizing the Ubuntu One folder manu-
ally unless you make it a scheduled task.  The
ability to synchronize other folders, contacts,
bookmarks and notes are on the project’s To
Do list.

If nothing else, Ubuntu One makes it
easy to back up and store files, music and
pictures while at the same time making it
so simple to restore these to a replacement,
new or updated system.  On a personal note,
I have been using Ubuntu One to keeps files

  

 

on my desktop and laptop in sync and it
has been doing a wonderful job.  This and
other articles have been saved in a synchro-
nized folder and I have had no problems
accessing and updating the files from one
system to the other.  With the basic version
and Ubuntu Linux free of charge, why not
give it a spin and try it out for yourself?

For more information, go to https://
one.ubuntu.com/

DREW KWASHNAK has been using Ubuntu off-
and-on for over 5 years now, and with the way
Ubuntu One is helping keep his files accessible
and in check, it looks like he may be sticking
with Ubuntu for a while now.

SIG Notes, Cont. from page 6

Ever wanted to ask a question
and get an answer without waiting
for the next general meeting? How
about sharing news with other
DACS members, or communicat-
ing with fellow participants in a
SIG you attend?

The DACS Community Forum
(http://www.dacs.org/forum/) is
another benefit of being a DACS
member, and it’s open 24/7. Once
you register there you'll be able to
post questions, answers, and com-
ments. You can even set up an RSS
subscription to be notified of
updates to the forums.

Try out the DACS forum today!

DACS Community
Forum

On Jupiter the Weather Channel may be more scary,
but just as dull.
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Voice
  for
Joanie

Help give the
gift of speech

Call Shirley Fredlund
at 203 770-6203

and become a
Voice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for JoanieVoice for Joanie

volunteer
www.voiceforjoanie.org
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On the Internet


