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DACS, its officers and directors assume
no liability for damages arising out of the
publication or non-publication of any
article, advertisement, or other item in this
newsletter.
    The editors welcome submissions from
DACS members. Contact Richard Teasdale
(dacseditor@dacs.org).  Advertisers, contact
Charles Bovaird at (203) 792-7881
(aam@mags.net)

dacs.doc is prepared using PageMaker
7.0 and Acrobat 9.0.Software packages
used to publish dacs.doc include:
Microsoft Windows 7, Office 2007,
TrueType fonts,  Calendar Creator 8.0
for Windows. Internet access provided
by Mags.net

TTTTTececececechnical Supporhnical Supporhnical Supporhnical Supporhnical Supporttttt

Applications & Hardware to
enhance dacs.doc are welcome.

Nonprofit groups may request permission to
reprint articles from dacs.doc or http://
www.dacs.org by sending e-mail to
reprints@dacs.org. Reprinted articles shall
credit the copyright holder and a copy of the
final publication shall be mailed to:

Danbury Area Computer Society, Inc.

27 Ole Musket Lane

Danbury, CT 06810-8232

Attn. Reprints

Links to articles reprinted on the web can be
sent to: reprints@dacs.org
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dacs.doc, ISSN 1084-6573, is published
monthly by the Danbury Area Computer
Society, 27 Ole Musket Lane, Danbury, CT
06810-8232. Annual subscription rates: $45 to
regular members, $30 electronic access (in-
cluded in dues).
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A meeting of your board of directors  was
held on Wednesday, February 13, 2013.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM.
Attending were Richard Corzo, Bruce

Preston, Jim Scheef, Lisa Leifels, Richard
Teasdale, Bill Saturno, Andy Woodruff,
Annette van Ommeren.

The minutes of Last Meeting were
accepted.

TTTTTrrrrreasureasureasureasureasurer’er’er’er’er’s Rs Rs Rs Rs Reeeeeporporporporporttttt
DACS Treasurer's Report for January, 2012

Balance on hand 1/1/13 $5,072.09

INCOME
Dues $311.49
Bank Interest     $0.22
Total Income: $311.71

EXPENSES
Resource Center Phone $80.59
Insurance $877.00
Newsletter Postage $44.20
Newsletter Printing $105.00
Renewal Letter Postage        $9.28
Total Expenses: $1,116.07

Balance on hand 1/31/13 $4,267.73

Membership Report
Charlie Bovaird is on vacation, and Bob

Green hasn't started doing the report yet,
so no membership report was submitted.

Old Business

1. General meetings

 • February 5: Drew Kwashnak-Cloud
Storage Services. Preview: Bill Saturno,
Review: Richard Corzo

• March 5: Toni McKeen-Genealogy.
Preview: Bruce Preston, Review: Richard
Teasdale. Jim will not be available for
AskDACS at the meeting - Bill will cover.

• April 2: Laura Nute of Lynda.com
and Kevin Corcoran of CTDLC.org-
Online Learning. Preview: Elizabeth

Talian, Review: Annette van Ommeren

•  May 7: John Patrick-State of the
Internet. We determined a publicity plan:
(a) we will assure that the Ridgefield
newspapers are included, as they may
have been missed in John's last appear-
ance; (b) Bill Saturno will provide addi-
tional radio station contacts, beyond our
usual list of publicity contacts; (c) we
will send both emails and faxes this
month, to both the usual contacts and
the radio station contacts; (d) we will
include photos (or links to online high
res photos) to the non-radio station con-
tacts. Richard Corzo  will run this public-
ity plan by John. Preview: Jim Scheef,
Review: ________

•  June 4: Jennifer M. Scott-Twitter.
Preview: Lisa Leifels Review:
_________

•  July 2: Bruce Preston-PagePlus X6
Desktop Publishing. Preview:
_________ Review:_________

•  Possible future topics:

° Presentation on Facebook. Jim is
working on how to best use Facebook
as an organization, and might come up
with a presentation on how individuals
may use Facebook.

° Jeff Robbins-Drupal expert. Jeff
is interested in doing a presentation but
is not able to commit to a date at this
time. Andy contacted him this month
to let him know our calendar is full the
first half of this year. Andy will follow
up in May and ask that he let us know
when he will be near the area. (He re-
sides in Rhode Island.) This is a "long
shot" as to a presentation.

° Years ago we did "Surfin' Safari"
as a segment about interesting websites.
Perhaps now we could do something
similar with mobile devices -
smartphone and tablets - what apps are
found to be interesting, entertaining,
etc. This could be a 'forum' type meet-
ing with multiple presenters for a full
session, or it could be a small segment
after Ask DACS. The iBook (Apple
iTunes store),"The Telegraph: 500
Must Have Apps" would be a good re-
source. Richard Corzo is interested in
showing News Bento, RSS news reader,
from the Windows 8 Store.

° Approach Dr. John Murphy,
President & CEO of Danbury Hospital,
about doing a presentation on Elec-
tronic Medical Records, etc. Danbury
Hospital is leading edge on this topic.
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Directors’  Notes, Cont. from page 2
Jim was referred to the hospital's CIO.

° Office 2013 sometime this fall? Or
we could do a workshop in the
Microsoft Store like we did for Win-
dows 8. It appears that this will be a
subscription offering.

° Apple TV or perhaps the rumored
Intel product, watching TV using
broadband connection but not a cable
TV subscription.

° Microsoft Surface Pro (the Intel-
based Microsoft tablet that will also run
Windows desktop applications).

° Bruce has gotten involved with
OTR - Old Time Radio - 100% free and
legal downloadable radio programs from
the 30s through the 50s. Genres include
Detective, Comedy, Mystery, History etc.

 2. Open positions

• Bob Green is starting to learn and
take over duties of the membership
chairperson/greeter position from
Charlie Bovaird.

• Need a new APCUG representative
to replace Patrick Libert, primarily to
post to the APCUG website, field ques-
tions, receive quarterly postings, etc.
Bill Saturno volunteered to look into
APCUG, but Richard Corzo wasn't able
to find credentials yet for logging in.
We also need a liaison with TechSoup -
the fulfillment operation used by many
software vendors for distribution to
non-profits. The TechSoup function is
to receive distributions of product an-
nouncements and distribute to the
Board. This person would also be re-
sponsible for placing orders.

3. In addition to our general meeting, we
continue to post some of our SIG meet-
ings on Meetup.

4. "Beginners" Workshop? Workshop
could be held from time to time. Jim vol-
unteered to do a workshop and Charlie
volunteered to be an assistant. Jim and
Charlie have scheduled Feb. 27th. It is
initially intended to be only offered to
members. Should we publicize this on
Meetup, making it clear that it's required
to join, or be a member of DACS?  Need
DACS website calendar and Meetup to
be updated.

5. We switched from our former DSL pro-
vider to AT&T. Download speed is defi-
nitely faster, measured at about 5 Mbps.
We need to monitor our next phone bill
and make sure we don't get billed by
our old provider.

Our former telephone HelpLine has been replaced by our web-based DACS
Community Forum at http://forum.dacs.org. We have topic-specific forums where
DACS members can post questions. Questions may be answered by SIG leaders
or other DACS members. If none of the categories fit your question, just post it to
the Ask DACS forum.

Topic Forum
Microsoft Access Access SIG

.NET Programming ASP.Net and C#VB.Net SIG

Digital cameras/scanners/image processing Digital Imaging SIG

Content Management Systems Drupal SIG

Linux Linux SIG

Mac and iPhone/iPad/iPod touch Apple SIG

PC maintenance PC Maintenance SIG

Smartphones & Tablets Mobile Devices SIG

Virtual machine software Virtual Computing SIG

Desktop publishing and website design Web Site Design SIG

Windows Windows SIG
Directors’ Notes, Cont. on page 9
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Meeting Preview

Meeting Review

Drew Kwashnak—Cloud Storage Services
By Richard Corzo

Genealogy—It’s All in the Family
by Bruce Preston

WE’VE ALL HEARD OF the cloud,
so it was great to have Drew
share his experience with the

array of cloud storage services available.
Drew started by mentioning
that he sometimes needs to
start on a document at work
and finish it at home. One so-
lution is to use a cloud stor-
age service to store the docu-
ment, so it’s accessible from
both places. Drew explained
that cloud storage is an exten-
sion of the idea of a shared
network drive. Instead of being only acces-
sible from a local area network, you can ac-
cess it from any computer or device that has
Internet access.

Many services provide desktop appli-
cations that allow integrating the cloud
drive with the local file system so you can
move or delete the files using the Explorer
or Finder interface that you are used to.
Most provide access on mobile devices,

but you’ll need to check which platforms
they support. You will also typically find a
Web interface in case apps are not provided
on some of the platforms you use, or you are

using a borrowed computer or
device.

Cloud services are a con-
venience, but there are some
downsides. You need Internet
access in most cases, although
the desktop applications may
provide local copies on your
hard drive. You also lose some
control since you are depen-

dent on another company. They might stop
offering the service, or start charging or
change their pricing. Typically there is some
amount of storage offered for free, but ad-
ditional storage will require an annual fee.

Services typically come in two flavors: a
synchronized folder or an online locker. The
synchronized folder is the one that keeps a
local copy of your files and folders by way
of a desktop application. Mobile devices may

’M AT A POINT IN my life where
perhaps the most important daily
question is: “What’s for dinner?”
Once we get beyond that, things
get a little more complicated, but
still interesting …“Who am I?”

As it happens, both my wife and
my sister have delved into geneal-
ogy, with interesting discoveries.
My paternal grandfather was born

in Lithuania and entered the U.S. via Canada
around the turn of the century, altering the
family name in the process as well as chang-
ing from Adam Joseph to Joseph Adam. My
mother’s maternal grandmother’s father was
a policeman in Detroit and made the news-
papers by catching a pick-pocket who had
hopped on a trolley to attempt his escape.
Great grandfather was on the department’s
track team, and took a short cut route and
caught the guy. Wendy’s ancestors entered
the U.S. from Germany via Charleston and
eventually moved to Philadelphia, founding
a wallpaper business. Steamship records
show many trans-Atlantic crossings for busi-
ness purposes.

only have on-demand access to save space,
but you can download the specific files you
need. An online locker means that is the only
place the files exist, and are accessible
through an application or browser.

Drew had a chart of the features of a
whole list of cloud storage services, includ-
ing Apple’s iCloud, Microsoft’s Sky Drive,
Dropbox, Box, and others I wasn’t familiar
with. You can find that chart in his presen-
tation on the DACS Downloads page
(ht tp: / /www.dacs .org /downloads /
dacsdownloads.htm), detailing the amount
of free storage, pricing for additional stor-
age, and platforms supported.

Drew also talked about online backup
solutions, which are a good supplement to
a backup you might have to an external
drive. He mentioned Carbonite, CrashPlan,
and Mozy. Restoring can take quite a
while, so you may not want the online
backup as your only backup.

Some audience members realized that
cloud storage is a useful thing, but also rec-
ognized that they need to get their files or-
ganized because they were scattered across
different folders or machines, sometimes with
multiple copies that need to be reconciled. I
think everyone came away with new-found
information and a desire to take more advan-
tage of the cloud services available.

One’s motivation for getting into ge-
nealogy may vary. It could be to dis-
cover your family’s place in the larger
historical picture, a sense of responsi-
bility to preserve the past for future gen-
erations, or the satisfaction in accurate
story telling.

Genealogists use historical records,
oral traditions, even genetic analysis to
trace family trees. You probably saw the
item in the news about the confirmation
that they had found Richard III’s grave
via DNA comparison with a 16th genera-
tion descendant. One of my earliest
friends made as a result of DACS mem-
bership was tracing his family tree, this
back in the early dial-up days of the
internet. He discovered one branch that
was summarily pruned in the early
1700’s: the person was hanged from the
yardarm for being a pirate!  Who knows
what you may find if you look.

Our speaker for March is Toni
McKeen, who has been doing geneal-
ogy research on her own extensive Ital-
ian and her husband’s Irish family for

over 27 years. She now has more than 8,600
of her closest family members entered in
her Family Tree Maker program. Toni has
located relatives on extended branches
who married into the family including those
from various immigrant ethnic groups as
well as others who have been here long
enough to practically have greeted George
Washington when he arrived. She is a mem-
ber of several genealogical organizations.

For the last 10 years, while not doing
continuing research on her own family, Toni
has been teaching several levels of gene-
alogy at Founders Hall, in Ridgefield, CT,
her home town for the last 27 years. Toni is
on a mission to introduce as many people
as possible to the fun, excitement, and im-
portance of tracing their own genealogy.
She believes documenting your family his-
tory is important for yourself and for fu-
ture generations, even if they are not inter-
ested or don’t have the time now.

Toni has been a popular lecturer at vari-
ous genealogy societies in the New York,
Connecticut, Boston, New Jersey, and
Long Island areas.

While she won’t have nearly enough
time to get into details on how to do gene-
alogy research and recording, I’m sure that
her presentation will at least demonstrate
what an interesting hobby it could be.
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Word Processing

Take Control of Your Fonts
By Nancy DeMarte

OU KNOW YOU’RE becoming
a real techie when you start to
question standard (default)

settings on your computer. This
fact is true when considering

fonts; which means text and
other characters of a certain

style.  Windows operating sys-
tems come with dozens of fonts;
Microsoft Office adds even more with
its installation. For years the default font
in Office was Times New Roman in Word
and Arial in the other Office programs.
When the default fonts changed with
Office 2007, many users didn’t care for
the new look, but accepted it grudgingly.
Perhaps they didn’t realize they could
set another font as their default. They
may not have known that they could also
download and install other fonts from
the Internet. This article explains how to
take control of your fonts and use them
in creative ways.

The Background
In the early days of computing, text

characters had unnatural, jagged edges.
Fortunately, the look and variety of fonts
have improved dramatically. TrueType
font format was designed by Apple in
1991, and Open Type, jointly developed
by Microsoft and Adobe, appeared in
1997. Clear Type greatly improved the
clarity of text on flat screens and laptops.
Today most text appears smooth and
clear, even at very small sizes and in
many alphabets, such as Latin, Greek,
and Japanese, and Arabic.

Finding Your Fonts
Fonts are stored in the Fonts control

panel of Windows. (Type “fonts” in the
Start menu search box or click the Start
button – Control Panel — Fonts.)
Thumbnails of the fonts currently avail-
able on your computer are grouped al-
phabetically. The fonts that are installed
depend on the languages which are en-
abled. My font list, for example, shows
only English fonts. Double-clicking a
font thumbnail reveals the font in the
sentence, “The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog,” followed by the num-
bers “1234567890” repeated in different
sizes. Fonts are organized by families,

which include various sizes and styles like
regular, italic, condensed, and narrow.

Windows 7 added forty-eight new
fonts to the list, many in lesser known
languages. Office includes custom fonts
with each new release. If you purchased
Office 2007 or 2010, you noticed right
away the new default fonts: Cambria for
headings and Calibri for the body of a
document. According to Microsoft, the
most popular five fonts in their prod-
ucts are Gill Sans, Calibri, Arial, Curlz
MT, and Times New Roman.

Changing the Default Font
With little effort, you can change the

font that is standard in an Office pro-
gram. On the Home tab in Word 2007 or
2010, click the small arrow in the bot-
tom right corner of the Font group to
open the Font dialog box. Select a font
name, style, and size, and then click,
“Set as Default” -- OK.

Getting a New Font
from the Internet

You can also search the Internet to
find new fonts, some offered for a price
and some free. These can be down-
loaded and installed to the Fonts con-
trol panel, where they will be available
to any program on your computer which
uses text. My new fonts can be used
not only in MS Office programs, but
also in Photoshop Elements and
PrintMaster, as well as others where text
is needed.

I wanted to send a homemade Val-
entine greeting card to my daughter
using a font that had that theme. Search-
ing with Google offered me many
websites that had free custom fonts for
download. I knew that any free down-
load has the possibility of containing
bugs or malware. So I researched a bit
more and decided to focus on three of
the many reputable free font sites:
1001freefonts.com, dafont.com, and
fontspace.com.  I searched the Valen-
tine category in dafont.com, found a
font I liked, clicked the Download but-
ton and then the Save button twice,
which scanned the setup file for viruses
and saved it in my Downloads folder.
Then I opened my Downloads folder

(Start – Nancy – Downloads), opened the
new font setup file, and clicked Install.
The process was automatic and quick. I
closed all open windows, opened Word,
and scrolled down the font list to my new
font, called MC Sweetie Hearts. Using it,
I designed a simple greeting card which I
printed and mailed.

CAUTIONS:  If you create a product
with a downloaded custom font and send
it digitally, such as an email attachment,
the person won’t be able to view the font
if he doesn’t also have it installed. In-
stead, the text will revert back to the de-
fault font of the program that opens the
attachment. If you want to delete a font
from my computer, locate it in the Font
control panel, right click it, and click De-
lete. A warning: deletions are permanent.

Using Fonts Creatively
Exploring the fonts on your computer

is fun and will probably make you want to
make better use of them. For instance,
open a word-processing program like
Word and scroll down the font name list
on the Home tab to the three fonts called
Wingdings. They are “Dingbats”; that is,
fonts where text characters have been re-
placed by pictures and symbols. You
can’t use Wingdings to write a contract,
but you might find an occasion to include
a telephone, pair of scissors or arrow in
the body of a letter.

Even if you don’t download any new
fonts or include Wingdings in your docu-
ments, you can still use fonts creatively.
Paying attention to how professionals
use text in magazines and web pages can
give you ideas for creative font use. For
example, you can select the first letter of
the first word in a paragraph and make it a
different font in a larger size for a dra-
matic effect. While it isn’t a good idea to
use too many fonts in one document,
combining a couple gives interest to the
text.  You can make your fonts work for
you.

NANCY DEMARTE is a regular columnist (Office
Talk), Sarasota PCUG, Florida (www.spcug.
org;ndemarte (at) Verizon.net).

This article appeared in the January 2013
issue, Sarasota PC Monitor, and is distributed
for reprint by user groups.
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Special Interest Groups

SIG NOTES: March 2013SIG NOTES: March 2013SIG NOTES: March 2013SIG NOTES: March 2013SIG NOTES: March 2013
Apple. Focuses on all aspects of the Mac and iPhone
operating systems.
Contact: Richard Corzo (macsig@dacs.org).
Meets 2nd Monday, 7 p.m. at DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting: Mar 11

Digital Imaging. All about digital cameras, retouching, and
printing using various programs.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 648-9747 (thedigitalwiz@gmail.com).
Meets last  Wednesday, 7 p.m.at the DACS Resource Center.
Next Meeting:  On hiatus until April, 2013

Drupal. Covers all things on Drupal, the open source con-
tent management system (CMS).
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@dacs.org).
Meets on the second Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the DACS
Resource Center, or go to the DACS Community Forum (http:/
/www.dacs.org/forum/) within the Members  only area.
Next meeting: Mar 14

Jobs. Networking and  jobs search
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@ mags.net).
Go to DACS Community Forum (http://forum.dacs.org for
job listings.
Linux. Helps in installing and maintaining the Linux operating
system.  Also of interest to Apple owners using OS X.
Contact: Dave Mawdsley, linuxsig@dacs.org

Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. at the DACS Resource
Center.
Next Meeting: Mar 20

Mobile Devices. Focuses on smartphones, tablets, and e-read-
ers of all makes and models.

Contact: Richard Corzo and Jim Scheef (Mobilesig@dacs.org)

Meets 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. at the DACS Resource Center

Next Meeting: Mar 28

PC Maintenance. Review of PC hardware and OpSys
maintenance and use.
Contact: Charles Bovaird, 203-792-7881 (aam@ mags.net).
Go to DACS Community Forum (http://forum.dacs.orgl.

Server. Explores Back Office server and client applica-
tions, including Win NT Servers and MS Outlook. SIG is
on hiatus and presently merged into the Drupal SIG.
Contact: Jim Scheef (jscheef@teleAprksys.com), or go
to the DACS Community Forum: http://www.dacs.org/fo-
rum/, within the Members-only area

Web Design and DTP. Learn about Adobe software for
web, graphics and desktop publishing.
Contact: Annette van Ommeren (avo@annagraphics.com).
Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the DACS Resource
Center.

SIG News & Events

SIG notes, Cont.on page  8

Apple. In February we followed up on the general meeting
topic of cloud storage services. iCloud for storing documents
is limited to applications and apps, such as Pages, that can
directly save to iCloud. This means it’s not usable for general
file storage, so we looked at some other options.

Microsoft’s SkyDrive has a desktop application for the Mac
that creates a synchronized folder in your home folder and a link
to it in the Finder sidebar. This makes it very easy to add your
own files. There is also a SkyDrive app for iPhones and iPads.
You can designate a file or folder that you want to share and
SkyDrive will create a link that you can send in an e-mail. For
photos the web interface makes it easy to view them in a
slideshow.

Box is another service that seems to emphasize collabo-
ration features. It encourages you to invite colleagues or family
members to work together on documents, and notifies you
when files have been updated. Like SkyDrive there is also a
desktop application that creates a synchronized folder that you
can use across multiple computers, and apps that work on a
variety of mobile devices.

We also took a detour into iPhone camera features. One of
our new members likes the panorama feature where you can
pan across a room or landscape and it will create a super wide
photo. I had my own question about use of the HDR (High Dy-
namic Range) feature. I noticed that two copies of my photos

were being created and imported into iPhoto, but I couldn’t find
any information as to which photo of the pair was HDR. It turns
out that this indication is only available when viewing the photos
on the iPhone. With that figured out we could see that more
shadow detail was visible in a patch of bright snow, for example.

Mobile Devices. At the January meeting we discussed differ-
ent ways of synchronizing web browser bookmarks or favor-
ites between computers and mobile devices.

For Apple devices, Macs, and Windows PCs, the solution
is iCloud. Safari bookmarks on the Mac and the iPhone and
iPad automatically sync whenever you make changes any-
where. For Windows you will need to download and install the
iCloud Control Panel (https://www.apple.com/icloud/setup/
pc.html). In that control panel you can choose to sync your
bookmarks with Internet Explorer or Safari for Windows.

For Android devices, you can use Google’s services to
sync with a computer. To use Google syncing you will need to
use their Chrome browser (https://www.google.com/intl/en/
chrome/) on your PC or Mac. I installed a fresh copy in Win-
dows, imported my Firefox bookmarks, and they automatically
showed up in the browser on my Samsung Galaxy SIII running
Ice Cream Sandwich (Android 4.0). This may or may not work
on older versions of Android, but you can give it a try. The Chrome
browser bookmarks also showed up in the iOS version of
Chrome on my iPhone.
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March 2013
Danbury Area Computer Society

Apple
7:00 PM

Richard Corzo
macsig@dacs.org

Board of
Directors
7:00 PM

Drupal
7:00 PM

Jim Scheef
860-355-0034

Linux
7:00 -9:30 PM
Dave Mawdsley

linuxsig@dacs.org

Mobile Devices
7:00 PM

Jim Scheef &
Richard Corzo

mobilesig@dacs.org

DACS.DOC
Deadline

Web & Graphics
Design

Annette van
Ommeren

7:00 - 9:00 PM
avanommeren

@dacs.org

General Meeting
7:00 PM
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Both Apple’s and Google’s services limit you to par-
ticular browsers. If you’d like a more cross-browser solu-
tion and support for even more devices, there is Xmarks
(https://www.xmarks.com/). There is a version that works
with Internet Explorer favorites, and plug-ins available for
the Firefox, Chrome, and Safari browsers. After you choose
a username and password, syncing is available for free
between these browsers on computers. You’ll also have
online access to your bookmarks through any web browser.

There are also Xmarks apps available for mobile devices
running iOS, Android, and Blackberry. There is even a version
for the NOOK Tablet. For syncing to the mobile devices, you will
need to subscribe to their Premium service, which is $12 a
year. This will also back up your bookmarks every time there’s
a change, so that you can get back to any previous version.
This can come in handy in case something goes awry during
one of the syncs.

An easy way to sync any kind of file across all of your
computers is Microsoft SkyDrive. When Microsoft first
opened SkyDrive, cross-platform support was limited.
These days, the “all computers” officially supported in-
cludes Windows, Mac (v 10.7+), iOS devices (v 4+), Android
(v 2.3+), and Windows Phone (v 7.5+). A quick search found
unofficial (third-party) SkyDrive applications for openSuse
and Ubuntu. All of these either automatically sync files
between SkyDrive and your device or enable direct access
to files on SkyDrive without transferring the file first. The
current “free” SkyDrive account gets 7GB of space. The
mobile device applications that provide automatic synchro-
nization, allow you to select a subset of SkyDrive folders for
sync to a phone or tablet.

Linux. Today’s meeting included three main items: a presen-
tation by myself for beginners using the ‘at’ command, another
demonstration by Jim Ritterbusch and discussion about us-
ing the online backup service “CrashPlan,” and last a brief
examination and discussion about the security report on the
Chinese hacking group APT1 by Mandiant Corporation. Any-
one can have a copy of Mandiant’s pdf report, so if you want
one see the link below.

Beginner’s Guide to ‘at’
I gave a presentation which led to discussion about using the
command-line utility ‘at’ that allows for one time, unattended
scheduling of events or scripts to run at precise times in the
future. Any user of the computer can set ‘at’ tasks to run in the
future. The benefit of ‘at’ over crontab or cron jobs is that if a
computer is off when the scheduled event was to occur, the
task(s) will be accomplished as soon as the computer is
restarted.

Here’s an example of an ‘at’ command that will execute
the script ‘myjobs.sh’ 2 hours from now with the script
perhaps containing a number of actions:

   at -f myjobs.sh now + 2 hours

However, cron jobs only depend on a precise time and
date structure that might only recur in a year if the event mo-
ment was missed!  Actually cron jobs are common in the com-
puter industry because of their advanced features allowing for
multiple repeats to occur in a period of dates or hours. Most
online e-mail services are guarded by anti-virus companies
that update the virus definitions every 10 seconds or so—a
task that a cron job could do well.

For a somewhat silly example, the following cron job would
set the following task of appending “Have a great day!” to a text
document ‘reminders.txt’ on the Desktop at 4:30 PM (16:30) on
the 7th of the months March, June, September and December:

30 16 7 3,6,9,12 * /bin/echo “Have a great day!”
>> Desktop/reminders.txt

Mention was made of a utility called “anacron” that has the
power of both the “cron” and the “at” commands, but with the
disadvantage that anacron must run under administration or
root privileges and anacron can only run once a day.

Demonstration and Use of ‘CrashPlan’

Jim Ritterbusch demonstrated features and uses of the
online backup service “CrashPlan” at crashplan.com that Drew
Kwashnak had mentioned during his DACS General Meeting
presentation in early February. Jim described the flexibility and
options available for backing up and restoring large numbers
of files. The backups and restorations allowed for “cherry pick-
ing” of the choices, so that only what needs to be synchronized
back and forth between the online service and a computer
need to be done. The detailed level of the decisions that can
be made with the backup or restore choices allows for great
flexibility and choice.

What seemed impressive to me was the ability of mul-
tiple computers to share the CrashPlan service for reason-
able cost. This meant that a first machine could upload
some files to CrashPlan and then another person with a
different computer somewhere could download/synchro-
nize what they need. CrashPlan allows for different com-
puter platforms of Microsoft, Apple, Ubuntu, etc. Thus the
ability of two individuals to collaborate on a project with
different computer environments in separate places is
almost unlimited. Programmers, for example, could jointly
guarantee that they are working on the same set of files
using CrashPlan by synchronizing their folders.

A business with many similar computers could manage
to keep the operating system files identical once the most
recent updates to a few test computers had successfully been
verified—that is not colliding with critical software or normal
operations. Then the other computers could be updated using
CrashPlan during low activity times at the company. Perhaps
not the best way to do this, but an option that would be of
interest to some companies.

Mandiant Corporation’s Report
“Mandiant_APT1_Report.pdf”

The final topic of our meeting was a look at the document
“Mandiant_APT1_Report.pdf” (available at http://intelreport.
mandiant.com/) which gives great detail on the evidence
for massive hacking into private and public organizations
from China, perhaps by the Chinese military. The hacking
was extensive over a long period of years, including the
theft of millions of documents. After getting an e-mail re-
cipient to click on an attachment, the hackers used backdoor
tools to obtain escalated privileges and then the documents
they wanted. Mandiant Corporation detailed how and when
these actions occurred and placed blame on an espio-
nage organization(s) called APT1 or Unit 61398, or both.
(APT1 may be another reference for Unit 61398.)

A look was made at one of the Windows scripts used
by the hackers. The APT1 script shown could have easily
been modified to apply to Linux or Apple computers as well.

SIG Notes, Cont.from page  6
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The script showed how the computer structure of a target
organization was captured. Then when the logins and pass-
words of the leading players of an organization had been
figured out, copies of the entire contents of their documents
and settings were packaged up and transferred to China.

This allowed for sensitive negotiations between Ameri-
can companies and Chinese officials to be spied on: how the
Americans were planning their strategy, what their building
plans and blueprints would detail and so on. This kind of activ-
ity went on under the noses of companies that had no idea that
their plans had been stolen. Discussion turned to possible

mitigation methods to use secure Linux computers for dealing
with e-mail attachments.

If these topics touch any of your interests, plan to join us at
our next meeting on March 20th in the DACS Resource Center
of Ives Manor. Bring your laptop, ask questions and then show
us a thing or two. Our topics vary depending upon the needs of
the attendees at our meetings. Expect at least one presenta-
tion. We try to keep our topics for the beginner, intermediate or
advanced attendees.

[Next Linux SIG meeting: March 20th at 7:30 PM]

6. Richard Corzo would like to follow pre-
cedent and step down as president of
DACS upon completion of his 3rd year
in office. Officer elections are held by
the board in March. Bruce also alerted
that he will probably only be available
for one more year.

New Business:
1. Bruce Preston, recognizing the lack

of new activity and interest in Microsoft
Access-based custom applications, has
notified us that the Access SIG is end-
ing as of this month.

2. Do we need some off-line publicity for
DACS? Sean Henderson has suggested
we get people to use DACS license
plate holders available from CafePress.

3. To help launch the Innovation Center
and Hackerspace, the City of Danbury
is hosting the Danbury Mad Hacker
Social Media Conference, which will
feature the Danbury Mini Maker Faire.

Directors’ Notes, Cont. from page 3

Ever wanted to ask a question
and get an answer without waiting
for the next general meeting? How
about sharing news with other
DACS members, or communicat-
ing with fellow participants in a SIG
you attend?

The DACS Community Forum
(http://www.dacs.org/forum/) is
another benefit of being a DACS
member, and it’s open 24/7. Once
you register there you'll be able to
post questions, answers, and com-
ments. You can even set up an RSS
subscription to be notified of
updates to the forums.

Try out the DACS forum today!

DACS Community
Forum

Mike Kaltschnee has invited us to have
a booth at the Maker Faire in June and
we have accepted the offer.

4. Separately, Tom Carruthers asked to meet
with us about possible participation in
the Mad Hacker Conference June 8 and
9 in downtown Danbury. Tom says, "I
have been put in charge of the task of
organizing about 28-35 workshops, pan-
els, symposiums and keynotes for the
event. There will also be a Makers Fair
on the green and at the Ice Arena as well
as events, keynotes and a big bash at
the new Danbury Sports Dome located
on Shelter Rock Road."  - Tabled until we
get a better definition as to what they
anticipate DACS participation to be.

5. Meetup perk offered to DACS - 15%
discount on Mozy subscription for
Meetup members. We have listed it as
an available perk. It will be announced
prior to the break at the General Meeting.

Adjourned: 9:22

–Bruce Preston

Become a member and
support DACS. Each member has
access to the Community Forum,
where they can post questions, the
newsletter online in PDF form,
group related news via email, SIG
meetings, online forums, and any
group-only related events, promo-
tions, or activities. There is also an
option to receive a mailed newslet-
ter. For information on how to join
DACS, see http://www.dacs.org/
aboutdacs/joining.htm.

Membership has
its Privileges!
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Ask DACS

February 2013
Moderated  and reported by Jim Scheef

WE WELCOME QUESTIONS FROM the floor at the start of our General
Meetings. The role of moderator is to try to guide the discussion to a likely
solution to the problem.In addition, members who are not able to attend the

General meeting may submit questions to askdacs@dacs.org. We will ask the
question for you and post the reply in dacs.doc and on dacs.org. Please provide as
much information as possible, since we can’t probe during the session.

Q – Rather than a first question from the
audience, I did a short demonstration
about Windows Update and how to pick
and choose which optional updates to
apply. See the sidebar for some basic
information about Windows Update.

D – When you see the message that updates
are available, how many people just
blindly apply everything, including the
optional/recommended updates?
Following is my philosophy on applying
updates from Microsoft:

• The important/critical updates should
be applied immediately. Some patches
close vulnerabilities in Windows that will
be exploited as soon as the patch can be
reverse-engineered and code can be
written. Others close vulnerabilities that
have been known for some time and
exploits that are already in use. Either way,
any delay leaves your machine open to
these attacks.

• Optional patches should be inspected
to see if they apply to your situation. You
should apply only those patches that
make sense for your computer. To inspect
an update: highlight the patch in Windows
Update and click the “More information”
link in the right-hand panel. Your browser
will open to display the Knowledgebase
article for that update. In a few seconds
you can determine if it applies to your
computer. If you want to pass up an
update, right-click on the update and select
“Hide update” from the context menu. The
update will not reappear when you next
use Windows Update unless you
explicitly “unhide” sometime in the future.

To demonstrate all this at the meeting, I
showed patches that updated Windows
7 in three ways: (1) update the game ratings
system, (2) improve the rendering of
Arabic text, and (3) add South Sudan to
the list of countries. I cannot express here
in family-friendly print how little I care
about these updates. So why apply them
to my computers and take the risk,

however small, that one could cause a
problem? Many optional updates are not
so seemingly inconsequential and the
description may even state that the update
should be applied only if the problem
exists on the computer. Some updates can
be applied to servers, but in reality are
needed only on workstations and vice-
versa. I believe that applying optional
updates that were not needed is how the
legend of problems in Windows Updates
originated. Some people continue the
practice of waiting a week or two to see if
any patches are reported as causing
problems. Yes, occasionally Microsoft
issues a critical update that requires a
patch to correct the patch, but this has
become exceedingly rare. This risk is now
far smaller than the exposure of
continuing to use an unpatched machine
on the Internet.

Remember, all of this is my personal
philosophy, so don’t blame DACS if it
blows up in my face.

Q – What is the .NET Framework and do I
need it?

A – The dotNET Framework is part of the
current software development
environment from Microsoft. The various
versions of the Framework are needed on
your computer only when you have
installed an application written using that
version of the Framework.

Q – When my computer boots, Windows
shows a warning that disk problems have
been found and the check disk program
runs automatically. This happens nearly
every day. The report that shows briefly
shows no bad sectors but does show a
small number of unused index entries
that varies with each boot. Why is this
happening?

A – Windows automatically runs the check
disk program (same as the command line
program, chkdsk.exe) when a file system

has been marked as ‘dirty’, indicating
trouble in the Master File Table (the file
directories and indexes used to keep track
of what files are stored on which sectors).
I ran a test on an XP machine and got the
log shown in the box. I suspect this is
what the questioner is seeing, although I
forced check disk to run using the
command “chkdsk c: /f” in a CMD window.
My machine found much higher numbers
of unused index entries.

 Good information on Check Disk seems
to be non-existent. Even the normally good
Wikipedia article (wikipedia.org/wiki/
Check_disk) is missing information like
how to find the log file when check disk
runs during boot-up. At the meeting,
several people were correct, that the log
can be found in the Application log in
Event Viewer under the Source of
Winlogon – at least in XP. Under Win7 I
was able to find the log by filtering for the
source of Chkdsk; but this was from when
I had manually run chkdsk.exe in a CMD
window. The source might be different
when check disk runs automatically. In any
case, it’s not hard to find if you look
immediately after it runs and Windows
reboots to the desktop. The event source
may be different, depending on how Check
Disk is run (boot up, command line, etc.).

Discussion then turned to why check
disk was repeatedly running
automatically, with speculation pointing
to a failing hard drive. A member
suggested purchasing a program called
SpinRite (grc.com/sr/spinrite.htm) from
Steve Gibson, a longtime computer
curmudgeon (all of Steve’s programs are
written in pure assembler). To understand
SpinRite, watch the video on his website
of Steve explaining “bit rot.” SpinRite
costs $90, so a new hard drive is the
cheaper alternative. After watching the
video, this situation sounds like exactly
the situation that SpinRite was written
to “cure.” SpinRite does more to recover
data than “chkdsk.exe /r”, which looks
for bad sectors and relocates readable
data to another sector, where SpinRite
will try to recover data by forcing the
controller to read at the bit level. Running
“chkdsk <drive ltr>: /r” from the
command line is the same as running
“Error checking” on the Tools tab of a
hard drive’s properties and checking the
option to “Scan for errors and attempt
recovery of bad sectors.”
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Q – I’m trying to recover a machine running XP from a malware
infection. The only backup was from many years ago, but I restored
the C-drive from that backup and then started to apply updates.
Windows Update first tried to apply Service Pack 3. This update
failed with the system hung and this repeated after a reboot. Is
there another way to get Service Pack 3?

A – SP3 is available as a download from Microsoft, both as an
executable and as an ISO to burn to a CD.

Q – What is Windows Blue?
A – The questioner then answered his own question by saying it

is the rumored code name for the next version of Windows.
Readers are encouraged to use a favored search engine and
read whatever looks interesting.

Q – I have read that VLC Player (videolan.org/vlc) has a facility
to record events as they happen on the desktop. Has anyone
done this?

A – After we cleared up what VLC player is, no one had
experience doing this. The resulting video could be used to
demonstrate or teach how to accomplish a task on a
computer. The process is demonstrated in a YouTube video
recorded on a Mac. VLC Player is cross-platform, but the
questioner said that the menus are not the same on the
Windows version. The website lists many sources of video
input but we were unable to answer the question. Further
research is encouraged.

[Disclaimer: Ask DACS questions come from members by
email or from the audience attending the general meeting. An-
swers are suggestions offered by meeting attendees and repre-
sent a consensus of those responding. DACS offers no warranty
as to the correctness of the answers and anyone following these
suggestions or answers does so at their own risk. In other words,
we could be totally wrong!

Checking file system on C:
The type of the file system is NTFS.
Volume label is DESKXP-C.

A disk check has been scheduled.
Windows will now check the disk.
Cleaning up minor inconsistencies on the drive.
Cleaning up 541 unused index entries from index $SII of file
0x9.
Cleaning up 541 unused index entries from index $SDH of file
0x9.
Cleaning up 541 unused security descriptors.
CHKDSK is verifying Usn Journal...
Usn Journal verification completed.
CHKDSK discovered free space marked as allocated in the
master file table (MFT) bitmap.
CHKDSK discovered free space marked as allocated in the
volume bitmap.
Windows has made corrections to the file system.

  51199123 KB total disk space.
   8350292 KB in 31994 files.
      8512 KB in 2177 indexes.

         0 KB in bad sectors.
    106679 KB in use by the system.
     65536 KB occupied by the log file.
  42733640 KB available on disk.

      4096 bytes in each allocation unit.
  12799780 total allocation units on disk.
  10683410 allocation units available on disk.

Internal Info:
80 8f 00 00 87 85 00 00 d7 9b 00 00 00 00 00 00  ................
36 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 f1 06 00 00 00 00 00 00  6...............
9a 07 b1 02 00 00 00 00 be e5 e4 08 00 00 00 00  ................
98 fd 89 03 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00  ................
00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 94 5f ec 15 00 00 00 00  ........._......
99 9e 36 00 00 00 00 00 10 3a 07 00 fa 7c 00 00  ..6......:...|..
00 00 00 00 00 50 a9 fd 01 00 00 00 81 08 00 00  .....P..........

Windows has finished checking your disk.
Please wait while your computer restarts.

For more information, see Help and Support Center at http://
go.microsoft.com/fwlink/events.asp.

A Typical Check Disk Log

Windows Update Basics
Windows Update is the mechanism Microsoft provides to dis-
tribute software patches and fixes to Windows users. Ironically,
and likely out of necessity, it started with Windows ME. Now, on
the second Tuesday of each month, we have “Patch Tuesday”
when updates are normally released. In between these normal
releases, “really critical” patches sometimes appear by surprise to fix
newly discovered vulnerabilities deemed too important to wait.

Before Vista, Windows Update provided patches for the Win-
dows operating system only. For XP only, there is Microsoft
Update that includes patches for all Microsoft products. Since
Vista, you can choose to include Microsoft products beyond
Windows or not.

Windows Update has always had some “automatic” capabil-
ity to scan for and download patches on a schedule. The current
version offers four levels of automation:

1. Install updates automatically (the recommended setting) –
you can then set the time of day

2. Download updates, but let me choose whether to install them
(my preferred choice)

3. Check for updates, but let me choose whether to download
and install them

4. Never check for updates (do it manually)

    There are several additional yes/no settings:

a. Give me recommended (optional) updates the same way as
important (formerly critical) updates

b. Allow all users (including non-administrators) to install up-
dates

c. Include updates for Microsoft products
d. Show detailed notifications when new Microsoft software is

available

What are now called recommended updates are optional and
could actually harm a computer if  installed when not actually
needed. We are now at the point of the discussion at the meeting.

The Wikipedia article is wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_update.
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