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Y
ou are a Mac or Intel-based computer
user and you wish that an alternative
operating system was available, or you
hope for an OS that works on both
platforms. On June 1, 1999, DACS will
present BeOS, which may just answer

your yearning.
While Intel-based machines most often use a Win-

dows operating system, from Windows 3.1 to NT or 95/
98, and Macintosh computers are based on the Mac
operating systems, BeOS can be used by both platforms.
Be Inc., the maker of
BeOS, is the brainchild of
Jean-Louis Gassée,
former President of
Apple’s product division.

BeOs has several im-
portant features that you
will discover at the DACS
presentation, but one
typical feature is simplic-
ity. BeOS developers are
continuing to put empha-
sis on simple and elegant
solutions to program-
ming problems.

A typical strength of
BeOS is digital media
,called the “Media OS.”
But the OS has other prac-
tical tools, such as Internet, with the necessary devices
to communicate. Some are built-in, and others are from
third parties. BeMail, is BeOS’ own mail client. It auto-
matically handles e-mail and attachments. NetPositive
is BeOS’ built-in browser which permits the user to see
the web faster and more efficiently. BeInformed is a
newsreader of newsgroups; and Felix permits access to
the Internet and to your own computer. BeOs even in-
cludes a Web server.

Up to nine workspaces can be set up with BeOs,
each with its own color depth and screen resolution.
Designing a Web page, and wanting to know what it
looks like at 640x480, 800x600, or 1024x768? Simply
launch the Workspaces tool and drag it from one
screen to the next. Set up different windows across

the workspaces, and switch between them
quickly with keyboard shortcuts.

BeOs includes a basic word processor called
StyleEdit. Two third-party suite programs are also
available. When it is time to play grames, BeOS
has an exceptional handling of the requirements
for games, with video, 3D graphics, and sound.

Come to the DACS meeting on June 1 and dis-
cover for yourself all the features  BeOS has to
offer. DACS is a 550-member computer society rep-
resenting PC and Mac users in the greater

Danbury region. Its
general meetings
take place the first
Tuesday of the
month at the
Danbury Hospital
auditorium, 24 Hos-
pital Avenue. Meet-
ings, which are
open to the public,
begin at 6:30 p.m.
with casual net-
working, followed at
7 p.m. by Random
Access, when mem-
bers can ask their
most pressing com-
puter questions.
The featured pre-

sentation starts at 8 p.m.
DACS members include beginners, intermedi-

ates and expert users. Special Interest Groups meet
throughout the month, covering specific computer
topics from Web page building to word process-
ing, using both Windows and Macintosh platforms.
Check the calendar and SIG page at DACS Web
site (http://www.dacs.org) dacs.doc, the club’s
award-winning newsletter, or read answers by
DACS to common computing questions in
Wednesday’s High Tech section of the Danbury
News-Times. DACS voice mail can be reached at
203 748-4330. Come to the July 6 general meeting,
when  OnTrack Data Intl., will tell us all about data
protection and recovery.

Preview

DACS presents
a choice in operating systems
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“A nyone who says he knows what’s
    going to happen next January 1

probably doesn’t really understand the
problem.” Those paraphrased words
from former DACS president Tom
McIntyre were the central message of
our Y2K-II conference last month, and
one which was echoed by each of the
distinguished panel of conferees. Al-
though there was shared confidence that
critical services would remain available
or that interruptions would be short and
few, no one could really predict how
events would unravel as the Year 2000
approaches and gets underway. Al-
though never stated directly, perhaps the
clearest management principle one came
out of the conference with was “redun-
dancy . . . redundancy . . . redundancy.”

Planning and organizing an event like
Y2K-II seemed almost as daunting as
navigating the millennium itself. Ed
Heere, Wally David, and Marlene Gaberel
performed yeoman service in publicizing
the event through radio interviews and
contacts with the news media. Chamber
of Commerce President Steve Bull sent
out fliers to the Chamber membership,
while Ancell School acting Dean Ron
Benson helped publicize the event
among WestConn students and faculty.
Gene Minasi assisted in providing hos-
pital facilit ies and equipment, and
WestConn’s Audio/Visual Department
helped in videotaping the conference.

With all the publicity, we booked an
extra room at the hospital with closed-

circuit video to handle possible over-
flow. The fact that overflow crowds did
not materialize may say something about
the public’s growing indifference about
Y2K alerts, but not about the need for
redundancy in planning.

If you missed the conference, look
for more on the DACS Website and on
your local cable channel. We have some
great video takes that deserve another
run.

InterGalactic/PCExpo
Once again, it’s PCExpo time. That

annual pilgrimage of cyber phreaks to
see the latest and greatest in computer
technology will be held at New York’s
Javits Center from June 22 to 24. The
Association of PC User Groups
(APCUG) will again be holding its
InterGalactic User Group Officers Con-
ference on the weekend before, and will
be cosponsoring a number of PCExpo
events for UG leaders.

Wish us luck at InterGalactic, as we
compete once again for the annual
APCUG newsletter and Website awards.

Postal Service
I almost couldn’t believe my eyes

when I received my May newsletter five
days before the General Meeting last
month. If the Postal Service deserved our
ire when the .doc was late (my April is-
sue arrived two weeks after May’s), then
they now deserve our cautious praise.
More on this later.

The BeOS or EndOS?
For those who thought Windows

was the only game in town, come to our
June General Meeting for a presentation
on the next upstart operating system.
Like Linux, BeOS is attracting a growing
phalanx of business users who yearn for
an open system that they can tweak to
their own needs. Whether home users
will run down to try it out, or even care
for another choice, it will be good to see
what the competition is coming up with.
But if you are looking for another duel
of the titans, check out where the real
money is going in future operating sys-
tems: the Internet.
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Officers

HelpLine
  Volunteers have offered to field member questions by phone. Please limit calls to the hours

indicated below. Days means 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; evening means 6 to 9:30 p.m. Please be consider-
ate of the volunteer you are calling. HelpLine is a free service. If you are asked to pay for help or
are solicited for sales, please contact the dacs.doc editor; the person requesting payment will be
deleted from the listing.  Can we add your name to the volunteer listing?

d = day     e = evening

Program Name Phone  #
Alpha Four Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
AOL Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
APL Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (   e)
AutoCAD Peter Hylenski (203) 797-1042 (   e)
C/UNIX/ObjC Kenneth Lerman (203) 426-4430 (d e)
C + + Reg Charney (914) 833-0762 (d e)
Clipper Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
COBOL Charles Godfrey (203) 775-3543 (   e)
Dbase/DOS Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
DOS John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (   e)
Newdeal Marc Cohen (203) 775-1102 (d e)
Electronics Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Focus Jim Scheef (860) 355-0034 (   e)
Hardware John Gallichotte (203) 426-0394 (   e)
Interface -Instrumentation Andrew Woodruff (203) 798-2000 (d e)
Internet Nick Percival (203) 438-9307 (d   )
Lotus 123R5W Ben Carnevale (203) 748-1751 (   e)
Macintosh OS Chris Salaz (203) 798-6417 (d e)
Magic PC Hira Suri (203) 748-2473 (d e)
Microsoft Access Dick Gingras (203) 426-0484 (   e)
Microsoft Works Ben Carnevale (203) 748-1751 (   e)
Multimedia Ed Fitzgerald (203) 222-9253 (d e)
OS/2 Rich Chernock (203) 270-0224 (   e)
Paradox Alan Boba (203) 264-1753 (   e)
PASCAL Duane Moser (203) 797-2716 (d e)
Q&A ver 3/4 Anthony Telesha (203) 748-4478 (d e)
R:BASE Jerry Frieárich (203) 740-7175 (   e)
Statistics & Data Analysis Charles Bovaird (203) 792-7881 (d e)
Viruses Jeff Setaro (203) 748-6748 (d   )
Visual Basic Nick Percival (203) 438-9307 (d   )
HTML/Java James Costello (203) 426-0097 (e   )
Windows 3.1 Nick Strother (203) 743-5667 (   e)
Windows 95 Ben Carnevale (203) 748-1751 (   e)
WordPerfect John Heckman (203) 831-0442 (   e)

Directors Notes Continued on page 4

The Board of Directors’ monthly meet-
ing was held at the Resource Center

on May 10, 1999. Present were Messrs.
Bovaird, Buoy, Heere, Ostergren and Setaro
and Mrs. Gaberel. In the absence of Chair-
man Wally David, Ed Heere acted as Chair-
man and Secretary Buoy kept the minutes.
The minutes of the meeting held on April
12, 1999 were approved as presented to the
meeting.

Finance & membership
Treasurer Bovaird reported combined

checking and postal account balance of
$15,415.45 and postage on hand of $58.50
for a total of $15,473.95 with no accounts
payable outstanding. He also reported es-
timated current membership of 578 and
costs of $100.00 for the videotaping of the
May 4 Y2K Symposium.

RC SCSI installed
Ed Heere stated that the new SCSI card

and cable had been installed in the princi-
pal PC at the Resource Center and that the
scanner now worked.

Chamber of Commerce
event

Comments were made regarding the re-
cent Danbury Chamber of Commerce
“Gathering” on April 29, to which DACS
was invited and did participate, and its ef-
fectiveness with respect to DACS partici-
pation in joint efforts. Establishment of al-
liances with other local business groups
for mutual benefit was also discussed.

Y2K Symposium
Comments were also made about the

Y2K Symposium of May 4. Charles Bovaird
gave a brief synopsis of attendance by
estimated total (215), DACS members, and
those visitors who registered.

News-Times Q&A
Discussed next was the weekly Q&A

column appearing in The News-Times,
specifically the dearth of questions for the
last week in which the column appeared.
The subject is to be discussed with Mark
Langlois, business editor of the N-T, in-
cluding possible use of questions from
DACS’ own Random Access.

Mac for the RC
Further to the matter of having

Macintosh equipment available at the Re-
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Local Area
Internet Providers

AT&T W ORLDNET 800-967-5363
CLOUD 9 914-682-0384
CONCENTRIC

     NETWORKS 800-745-2747
C. P. CONNECT 203-734-6600
DELPHI INTERNET 800-695-4005
EARTHLINK 800-395-
8425
MAGS-NET 203-207-5695
EROL’S 888-463-7657
GTE INTERNETWORKING 800-927-3000
IBM/A DVANTIS 800-888-4103
INTERNET84 203-830-2122
INTERRAMP/PSI 800-827-7482
JAVANET 800 952-4638
LOCALNET / FAIRFIELD CTY203-425-3535
MCI 800-550-0927
MICROSOFT NETWORK800-386-5550
NETAXIS 203-969-0618
NETCOM 800-353-6600
NORTH AMERICAN 800-952-INET
NETMEG INTERNET 888-863-8634
ON THE NET 203-270-6388
PARADIGM 800-664-INET
PUTNAM INTERNET 914-225-3234
SMART WORLD TECH. 203-790-4600
SNET INTERNET 800-408-8282
SPRYNET 800-SPRYNET

TIAC 203-323-5957
WEB CONNECT

     OF RIDGEFIELD 203-438-7650
WEBQUILL  INT. SVCS 203-750-1000

List for informational purposes only,
not an endorsement of any service. 4

Further information?
Call Jim Finch @ 203 790-3654

New Members
04/17/1999 thru 05/17/1999

THIS IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER

If the membership date on your
mailing label reads

EXP 3 1999

You ned to renew your DACS
membership - NOW

Directors Notes Continued from page 3

source Center for the use of the Mac SIG
(or any other member), it was announced
that a DACS member had offered a
“loaner” iMac for the Center. Ed Heere
offered at least some software for it.

Advertising
President Ostergren announced that

an initial national advertisement had been
placed in the May issue of dacs.doc as a
result of the arrangements made through
APCUG and that commitments have been
made for two additional national advertis-
ers.

PC Expo & InterGalactic
Jeff Setaro informed the other mem-

bers of the Board of the status of planned
participation by DACS in the forthcom-
ing (June) InterGalactic and PCExpo
events. While participation in InterGalactic
events, particularly Saturday, June 19, was
planned, the new policy of the PCExpo
organizer in withholding free space until
all paying exhibitors had been accommo-
dated made it difficult for user groups to
make advance arrangements for partici-
pation. As of this date, there is a probable
50/50 chance that DACS will be offered
space.

Need a Hand
President Ostergren announced that

Frances Owles had expressed her desire
to phase out her commitment as Manag-
ing Editor of dacs.doc. He asked that all
members of the Board consider ways and
means of streamlining the preparation of
the newsletter and relieving its deadline
angst for those involved.

— LARRY BUOY

1) JoAnne Albanesi
2) Ed Buckley
3) Richard DelPivo
4) Eugene C. Giorgio
5) Jeffrey Kass
6)Thomas R. McLean
7) Parker Moreland
8) Sanjay N. Pai
9) Leo Schneider
10) Robert Sharp
11) Gene H. Weiner
12) Charles White

Habitat for
Humanity
Needs a
Pentium

Your local Habitat for Hu-
manity affiliate needs a com-
puter. Housatonic Habitat for
Humanity expects to launch
three new homes this winter—
two in Sandy Hook and one
projected for Danbury. Main-
taining our growing database
and our financial records is im-
possible with our current setup:
two PCs—a 286 and a 386.
We have been promised a new
computer by IBM, but to
achieve even minimum effi-
ciency in our office, we des-
perately need another computer
to network with it. Would any-
one be able to donate a Pentium
computer to this hard-working,
worthy organization? Please
contact Linda Wescott at 203
743-1662 or 203 431-1392.
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�Twas the tick before 2K
And at every site,
Not a user was sleeping
They all were up tight.

The systems were programmed
With infinite care,
In hopes that disaster
Would never hit there.

O
ur May meeting was the
second Y2K conference
presented by DACS. The
presentation was struc-
tured to the concerns of in-
dividuals and small busi-

nesses, which is the essence of DACS
membership. The meeting was organized
and presented by DACS. The format was a
panel of six people who live and work in the
greater Danbury area or Hartford with each
presenting a unique concern for Y2K prepa-
ration.

Our panel moderator was DACS’s
own Ed Heere, President and CEO of
AMSYS Computer, which he founded. Ed
has been a major factor in almost every
facet of DACS over its entire existence.
For the May meeting, Ed once again con-
tributed his insight and technical knowl-
edge of the computer industry. He em-
phasized right up front that “Y2K compli-
ance” is only in the eye of the beholder,
Y2K readiness is what it really is.

Our first panelist was Bob Mitchell,
Department of Information Technology
in Hartford. Bob told us about the exten-
sive work that the state of Connecticut is
doing both to get the state government
prepared and to provide support services
for CT residents and businesses. He cited
the state web site http://
www.doit.state.ct.us/y2k which contains
a treasure of very useful and practical in-
formation. As did all the panelists, Bob
emphasized planning and testing, His
viewgraphs hammered “test, test, test”.

Fred Rhines was our second panelist
to speak. He is with READY Intelligent
Staffing, a technical personnel agency
which he started. Fred told us that it is
currently quite difficult to fill the demand
for IT workers because the needs of the
companies are so specific. He projected
the need for another million people
through 2005, computer scientists, sys-
tem analysts, and programmers. The

newer requirements tend towards famil-
iarity with Visual Basic more so than Cobol.

Lori Scott of Danbury Health Systems
directs the Y2K preparations for Danbury
Hospital. She presented a very detailed ac-
count of what is involved when manage-
ment takes potential risk very seriously.
Danbury Hospital has made Y2K prepara-
tion a priority and has fully supported the
project for more than two years. Lori ex-
plained that a responsible Y2K plan must
be both thorough and comprehensive.
There must be extensive dialog with sup-
pliers, testing their systems to your require-
ments, not theirs. Lori emphasized that a
meaningful plan must be total and the fo-
cus must be on managing the risk. The
slides she displayed were a convincing dem-
onstration of what a Y2K plan can and
should be.

Next on the program was Bill Stax, Re-
gional Manager of Connecticut Light and
Power. He gave us the management type
report that CL&P is now 84% compliant with
completion expected by June 30, and they
feel confident that power will be there when
needed. Bill spoke from a manager’s per-
spective and introduced the wider implica-
tions of preparing for whatever may hap-
pen. He told us that CL&P is reviewed by
five regulatory agencies for readiness. They
are not scheduling any maintenance activi-
ties for “that night”,  they will be at full
staffing and on storm alert. Interestingly,
they predict that they will only see 40% of
the peak load that night because everybody
who can, will switch to their own power
backup systems.

Paul Estefan is Director of Civil Pre-
paredness for the city of Danbury. Y2K is
just one more item on his agenda, with
his concern being on the physical prob-
lems of civil preparedness. No vacations
will be allowed over the 2K transition, and
contingency plans are in readiness for no
lights, no heat, no gas, no telephones,
and anything else in the realm of possi-
bility. Paul gave us the assurance that
Danbury will be ready just in case the
“grid” (everything) goes down.

The final panelist was Tom McIntyre,
Senior Vice President-Investments and
Trust Specialist at A.G. Edwards’ Danbury
office. Tom has been a major factor at
DACS over the years. He, along with Dick
Sperry, developed dacs.doc from a simple
newsletter to a contender for national rec-

ognition, he was President of DACS for
four years, and served for many years on
the board of directors.

Tom introduced reality to the discus-
sion by quoting, “Those who can keep
their head when all about them are losing
theirs, just don’t understand the prob-
lem”. He told us that while the financial
community is better prepared than other
groups, many people, especially in other
countries, actively reject the Y2K prob-
lem. On the other hand, a number of scams
are currently preying on the panic prone.
The Fed is even printing an extra quan-
tity of new currency, in anticipation of
those who will prepare for Y2K by stuff-
ing their mattresses.

The general message coming to us
from all the panelists, and especially Ed,
is that the problem is real, but manage-
able. The way to cope is plan, test, and
have Plan B around just in case.

Several gems emerged during the
evening. The total cost of handling Y2K
is estimated at $1.5 trillion for prepara-
tion, followed by another $1.5 trillion  af-
ter 2000 for litigation. My favorite, how-
ever, was the observation that although
Russia has not been very active in pre-
paring, there probably won’t be any
nuclear warheads inadvertently set off in
our direction. No source was cited for this
reassuring information.

As moderator, Ed ran a tight ship. All
the panelists got their allotted time slot
and there was a lively windup of discus-
sion and questions. The meeting demon-
strated that local talent and a relevant
topic can deliver the information content
that we want from DACS meetings. Con-
gratulations are in order to Ed and Tom
for organizing this meeting and making it
meaningful to us.

Tick !!!

When out on the Net
There arose such a clatter,
I sprang to my screen
To see what was the matter.

When what to my wondering Eyes
  should appear,
But an AOL message
That made it all clear.

�The worst is all over,
There�s not much more strife,
Happy 2K to all,
Now go get a life.�.

Meeting Review

Preparing for Y2K

CORCORAN@snet.net is an old, retired
computer programmer who claims he never
used a two digit year field.
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A
t Fall Comdex I was
handed a flyer for an
upcoming movie on the
cable channel TNT
called “Pirates of Sili-
con Valley.” At first, I

was amused by the picture of Noah Wyle
(from the television show E.R.) and An-
thony Michael Hall (Weird Science) as
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates. I realized imme-
diately that this would be an interesting
way to look at the history of how per-
sonal computers came to be such an im-
portant part of our lives.

I entered the computer business at the
same time the movie begins. I bought my
first Apple ][ + computer in 1981. I had
already been following the growth of
Apple Computer and the two founders,
Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak. Their story
inspired me to purchase one of their com-
puters for more than $2,000, and it only
had 48K of RAM and a floppy disk drive
(think of what I could get for that today!).
Bill Gates was another inspiration but
quickly became an evil figure due to his
method of doing business.

The movie opens with Steve Jobs film-
ing the famous “1984” commercial (with
Ridley Scott) showing an Orwellian view
of people who use IBM computers. It is
strange at first seeing Noah Wyle as Jobs,
but he quickly grows on you as the char-
ismatic and driven individual he is. He has
studied Jobs and says he liked him, but
he also saw him as a manipulator and a
perfectionist.

Anthony Michael Hall is excellently
in the role of Bill Gates. He has all of the
characteristic Bill mannerisms down pat,
such as the rocking back and forth, the
frumpy clothes, and the disheveled hair.
He does a great job of portraying the bright
but clumsy Gates, even to the point of
looking completely ridiculous in one
scene and almost purely evil in another.

In the course of the two-hour movie,
we see Jobs and Gates mature as busi-
nessmen, observe their successes and
failures, and even get a glimpse into their
personal lives. Very little new information
is revealed in the movie, but it does a great

job of putting two decades of the com-
puter business into perspective.

Two supporting roles are worth men-
tion. Steve Woniak (Joey Slotnick) is the
brain behind the Apple computer. He is
playful, creating things to either impress
or make people laugh. Paul Allen is Bill’s
sidekick, dutifully putting up with Bill’s
trashing of his new car or pretending to
be him on a business call. Both do a great
job of playing off of their partners, help-
ing us understand the personalities be-
hind the genius of Jobs and Gates.

The surprise in the movie is Steve
Ballmer, brilliantly played by John
Dimaggio. Steve Ballmer is a college friend
of Bill Gates who constantly harasses him
about his lack of a social life, and then
winds up as president of Microsoft. He
helps lighten the movie as it starts por-

traying both Jobs and Gates as harsh,
domineering, and ruthless leaders. One
memorable scene involves Ballmer teas-
ing Gates about his choice of pickup lines.

I highly recommend this movie to
computer-industry people, although I be-
lieve nontechnical people would enjoy it
as well. The movie goes out of it’s way to
avoid industry jargon, and may even gloss
over some things that I felt could have
been explored in more detail. It is, how-
ever, a fascinating view of an incredible
time. As Steve Ballmer points out in the
movie, one single meeting with IBM cre-
ated incredible wealth for Microsoft. You
have to see this movie to fully understand
the blunders and triumphs that brought
us to where we are today.

Since I’ve always wanted to be a movie
critic, I am finally getting my chance: I rate
Pirates of Silicon Valley (TV 14): 41/2 out
of 5. Definitely worth watching.

Pirates of Silicon Valley will be on TNT
on June 20 at 8:00 p.m. Check your local
listings for channel information. There will
also be several encore broadcasts. Visit
http://tnt.turner.com for more information.

Mike Kaltschnee is a founder of DeMorgan
Industries, the leading developer of Web
graphics at www.WebSpice.com. You can
reach Mike at: mikek@demorgan.com.

Cinema

Pirates of Silicon Valley -
Gates vs. Jobs

By Mike Kaltschnee
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Mac News

The User Group Network (UGN) has
announced the opening of two new
e-mail discussion lists for Mac us-

ers everywhere...  “Announce” is a new e-
mail listserv specifically for announcements
from commercial, shareware and freeware
developers. “Rumors” is a new email
listserv for tips, tricks, questions, discover-
ies, discussions, and, of course, rumors.

Where’s the best place to find spam-
free information? The User Group commu-
nity... of course.

“After the closing of the Evangelist,
we’ve had literally hundreds of Mac users
commenting the loss of that important
source of new product announcements,”
says UGN spokesman Fred Showker, “so
we’ve launched the Announce list to help
fill the void.” All Macintosh developers are
invited and encouraged to join the list and
post releases and specials for their prod-
ucts and services.

The UGNN recommends joining and
posting an introduction.

   To subscribe, send an email to: An-
nounce-on@lists.user-groups.net Upon
subscribing you will be sent instructions
and information.

“RUMORS” is ramping up as a “free-
for-all” list for discussions, discoveries, tips
and tricks.  To subscribe, send an email to:
Rumors-on@lists.user-groups.net Upon
subscribing you will be sent instructions
and information.

Online submissions are being accepted
at the UGN news provider site: News-
Serve.net — vendors and developers are
invited to utilize that facility as well: http://
www.news-serve.net/news-center/
announce.html

For online information about all the User
Group Network Lists visit: http://www.user-
groups.net/ugcommunity/subscribe.html

Mac Group Network Launches
New �Announcement� Lists

MacOS

Today at Apple’s annual World Wide
Developer Conference (WWDC),
Apple Interim CEO Steve Jobs an-

nounced the immediate availability of Mac
OS 8.6. Mac OS 8.6 is an incremental up-
date to the Macintosh operating system
that introduces some new features and
capabilities, addresses a number of known
problems, and lays a foundation for fu-
ture Macintosh models. Mac OS 8.6 has
the same system requirements as Mac OS
8.5: any Macintosh system that originally
shipped with a PowerPC processor and
that has at least 24 MB of RAM.
www.apple.com/macos/

til.info.apple.com/swupdates.nsf/
artnum/n11386

Apple Rolls Out
Mac OS 8.6
Jobs announces free
upgrade to 8.5 users

by Geoff Duncan

TidBITS Continued on page 11
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Special Interest Groups SIG News

ACCESS. Designs and implements solutions using Microsoft
Access database management software.
Contact: Bruce Preston, 203 431-2920. Meets on 2nd Tuesday
at 7p.m. at the DACS Resource Center, Ives Manor (lower level),
198 Main Street, Danbury. Next meeting: June 8.

ADVANCED OPERATING SYSTEMS. Explores and develops
OS/2, BSD UNIX, and NT operating systems.
Contact: Don Pearson, 914 669-9622. Meets on Wednesday
of the week following the general meeting, 7:30 p.m., at Don
Pearson�s office, North Salem, NY. Next meeting: June 9.

EDUCATION. Coordinates DACS education classes.
Contact: Charlie Bovaird (203 792-7881). Meets as needed.

GRAPHICS. Create/print high-quality graphics and images.
Contact: Ken Graff at 203 775-6667. Meets on last Wednes-
day, 7p.m., at Best Photo, Brookfield. Next Meeting: June 30.

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES. Discusses various investment
strategies, emphasizing careful selection to maximize profits
and limit risk.
Contact: Paul Gehrett (203 426-8436). Meets 3rd Thursday,
7:30 p.m., Edmond Town Hall, Newtown.
 Next Meeting: June 24.

INTERNET.  Acquaints DACS members with the Internet.
Contact: Larry Stevens (LStevens@usa.net) or Richard Koser
(rkoser@worldnet.att.net). Meets on 3rd Wednesday, 7p.m., at
the DACS Resource Center, Ives Manor (lower level), 198 Main
Street, Danbury. Next Meeting: June 16.

MACINTOSH. Discusses Macintosh hardware and software.
Contact: Chris Salaz (203 798-6417). Meets on 3rd Tuesday,
7:30 p.m., at the DACS Resource Center, Ives Manor (lower
level), 198 Main Street, Danbury.  Next Meeting: June 15.

VISUAL BASIC. Develops Windows apps with Visual Basic.
Contact: Chuck Fizer (203 798-9996) or Jim Scheef (860 355-
8001). Meets on 1st Wednesday, 7p.m., at DACS Resource
Center, Ives Manor (lower level), 198 Main Street, Danbury.
Next Meeting: June 2.

VOICE FOR JOANIE. Provides and supports people with Lou
Gehrig�s disease with special PC computer equipment.
Contact: Shirley Fredlund (860 355-2611 x4517). Meets on
last Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., at Datahr, Brookfield.
Next Meeting: June 29.

WALL STREET. Examines new Windows stock market software.
Contact: Phil Dilloway (203 367-1202). Meets on last Monday,
7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center, Ives Manor (lower level),
198 Main Street, Danbury.  Next Meeting: June 28.

WEBSITE DESIGN. Designs and maintains dacs.org, the DACS
Web site. Contact: Jeff Setaro (203 748-6748). Meets on 2nd
Wednesday, 7p.m., at the DACS Resource Center, Ives Manor
(lower level), 198 Main Street, Danbury. Next Meeting: Not
until August.

WINDOWS. Explores all aspects of Windows 95 and 3.1.
Contact: Ben Carnevale (203 748-1751 or e-mail
W1VZT@aol.com). Meets on 1st Friday, 7p.m., at the DACS
Resource Center, Ives Manor (lower level), 198 Main Street,
Danbury. Next Meeting: Fall of 1999.

ACCESS. The Access SIG continues with its split program�
the first hour devoted to generalized database instruction,  the
second to problem solving.

INTERNET. At our next meeting, representatives from the
Danbury Public Library will present �The Librarian�s Resources
on the Internet.� It would not be an exaggeration to refer to the
whole of the Internet as a resource for librarians, in much the
same way that the entirety of a library�s print collection serves
as such. Yet in either case, librarians always strive to find those
particular resources whose information is both authoritative and
timely. Reference Librarian John O�Donnell, and Tony Booth,
Coordinator of Library Technology, will present some World
Wide Web sites on a variety of topics they have found to be
particularly useful. Attention will be paid to the quality of the
information presented, as well as to the site�s ability to refer the
researcher to other sources of information on the subject. Join
us, ask questions, and tell us about any WWW sites you have
found to be informative and helpful.

JOB NETWORKING (New SIG proposal from Peter Canevari,
who is willing to lead this group if enough members show inter-
est.)

The computer industry has become a dynamic arena
for everyone involved with it.  Employers and employees both
have their needs and their �dream� situations. The best way to
match everyone�s dream situation is to use career networking.
There are many reasons why this type of networking is needed.
1) Companies large or small have different needs now (long-
and short-term projects, permanent situations, word of mouth
(friends telling friends) etc.); 2) the IT Field is very complex and
diverse (programming, Web development, networking, Help
Desk, etc.); 3) the job market is very tight now, almost at a
drought condition. As the trade magazines predict, it won�t get
any better. A Job Networking SIG could benefit a lot of people
and businesses. I am willing to be a clearinghouse for people
looking for positions and companies needing their services. E-
mail me at  pcanevari@snet.net if you are interested.

VISUAL BASIC. The May VB SIG meeting opened with Ran-
dom Access, which continued through the entire meeting due
to a missing projector cable. Fortunately we had some good
questions. One of these concerned the various project types
offered in the New Project dialog when starting VB 5 or VB 6.
These range from �Standard EXE� to �ActiveX Control� to �DHTML
Application�. This led to a discussion of how the various EXE
types load into memory for execution and how memory spaces
are managed by the OS.

VOICE FOR JOANIE. SIG leader Shirley Fredlund says VFJ
desperately needs volunteers. This needn�t involve a great deal
of time, but from time to time Shirley might have a computer
problem she can�t solve and would be grateful to have a patient
and knowledgeable someone to call to describe the problem
and have them walk her through it.

WEBSITE DESIGN. FYI the Web Site Design SIG will be taking
it�s summer vacation during June and July. The next meeting
will be held on August 11. Following are the resources men-
tioned in the E-business presentation at the May meeting: Sites
we talked about: http://www.ibm.com, http://www.ibm.com/shop,
http://www.skytel.com, http://www.clk.net, http://instant2.icair.org,
http://www.thawte.com, http://www.verisign.com. Design re-
sources:  http://www.builder.com, http://www.webmonkey.com,
http://www.webreference.com, http://www.zdu.com.
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June 1999
Danbury Area Computer Society

S unday Monday T ues day W ednes day T hurs day F r iday S at ur day

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

May
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 2 0 2 1 2 2
2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9
3 0 3 1

July
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 2 0 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4
2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 1

7:00 PM
GENERAL MEETING
Y2KII Symposium
Danbury Hospital

7:00 PM
VISUAL BASIC

Chuck Fizer
203 798-9996

NEWSLETTER
SIG NEWS
DEADLINE

7:00 PM
ACCESS

Bruce Preston
203 431-2920

7:30 PM
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

7:30 PM
MACINTOSH

Chris Salaz
203 798-6417

7:00 PM
INTERNET

Koser/Stevens
Lstevens@usa.net

7:30 PM
VOICE FOR

JOANIE
Shirley Fredlund
860 355-2611

7:00 PM
GRAPHICS
Ken Graff

203 775-6667

7:00 PM
WALL STREET

Phil Dilloway
203 367-1202

7:30 PM
ADVANCED OS

Don Pearson
914 669-9622

FATHER’S DAY
lST DAY OF
SUMMER
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I-Food

Recipes and Food on the Web
By Jacqueline Renee Cohen

L
ast weekend we had a bar-

becue at our house. We
didn’t want the standard
fare of grilled meats, so we
opted for marinated salmon
kebabs, homemade pizza,

and other scrumptious treats-including a
raspberry meringue with fresh cream. The
only problem we had was that we couldn’t
remember the proportions for the me-
ringue. What to do with only hours be-
fore the 30+ hungry guests arrived? Search
the Internet - what else!

While I was growing up, a corner of
the kitchen in my parents’ house was dedi-
cated to cookbooks. Now I just have an
electronic folder containing bookmarked
recipe sites that lives in my Internet
browser under Favorite Sites. The Internet
has allowed me to save hundreds of dol-
lars building up a cookbook library, and
this article hopes to save you hours of
time searching the Web by presenting you
with 16 varied food-related sites with brief
descriptions of each.

Many of the sites offer search mecha-
nisms, categorized options, nutritional in-
formation, and loads of links. Some even
allow you to e-mail recipes to friends and
to establish your own recipe book of fa-
vorites. Many are compiled from reader
contributions and encourage you to share
your family secrets too.

http://www.allrecipes.com/ This is a
very user-friendly site. The printouts are
excellent, and you can print them in either
full size or recipe card format. A great site.
Hats off to the Webmaster. It has many
categories: soups, pastas, cakes, breads,
cookies, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
soon a Chicken site. All of the categories
exist as their own sites each with subcat-
egories, including vegetarian, egg free,
gluten free, etc. Nutritional values are not
given .

http://www.cookierecipe.com/ My fa-
vorite link from the above site! Like

allrecipies.com, this site doesn’t give nu-
tritional values, but, wow, what a site!
Cookies are categorized in ways I never
thought of and include many healthy,
nonegg, gluten-free, no-bake, varieties.
You’ve just gotta look!

Meals for You
http://www.mymenus.com/ WOW!

Most people have to hire a nutritionist
and live-in cook to get the information this
site provides in an easy-to-use format. It
contains nutritional content, it’s catego-
rized, generates shopping lists adjusted
to number of servings, offers choice of
measurement systems, meal planning, and
more. As I said: WOW!

Recipe Finder
http://homearts.com/waisform/

recipesp.htm Interesting concept: you list
ingredients and it searches for appropri-
ate recipes (mostly sourced from estab-
lished cookbooks). It’s kind of slow but
will probably improve with time. Check
back in a month or so when you just don’t
know what to do with those three toma-
toes, two potatoes, tofu, bag of peanuts,
and carrots in the fridge. Homearts will
find you a recipe or two!

YumYum.Com
http://www.yumyum.com/ Quantity,

not quality, is what makes this site impres-
sive. You’ll find more than 20,000 recipes.
Need I say more?

Student Recipes
http://www.yumyum.com/student/

Supplying you with the basics of cooking
with simple instructions (the word “just”
is used a lot!), this site should be a must
bookmark for any students or anyone else
just finding their way about the kitchen—
or anyone who wants to cook up some
easy meals! You’ll find great simple reci-
pes, which anyone can follow, and you

can print out the “basic kitchen tool list”
for any first-time home-leavers.

Vegetarian and Fat-Free
http://www.vegsource.org/recipe/ A

great site with links to fat-free recipes. Very
well categorized with lots of ethnic dishes.
Many of the recipes are reader-contrib-
uted, which guarantees a wide variety from
gourmet to grunge.

Diabetic
http://diabeticgourmet.com/dia-

betic/dgrcp.html The Diabetic Gourmet
Magazine’s site. Has superb recipes plus
a link to their main page with excellent in-
formation for diabetics on topics other
than food. This site is worth a look for
anyone interested in healthy recipes, not
just for diabetics.

Granny�s Kitchen
http://www.grannyskitchen.com/ I

wasn’t sure about adding this huge site
until I went to the Hints and Tips page at
ht tp: / /www.grannyski tchen.com/
harchive.htm, where I found great stuff!
Dedicated to the Webmaster’s grand-
mother. All grannies would be proud to
have this site named after them!

Star Chefs
http://www.starchefs.com/ For the

budding gourmets, here are recipes of fa-
mous chefs, including: Jean George
Vongerichten (Jean George’s and Vongs)
and Emeril Lagasse. James Beard Awards
link, loads of recipes-and the essential gift
shop!

Food TV
http://www.foodtv.com/ If you are a

fan of the Food Network, then you prob-
ably already know this site. Has great links
to their programs, chefs, recipes, menus,
etc.

Healthy Heart
ht tp: / /www.heal thyfr idge.org/

mainmenu.html Not many recipes but
good tips on having a healthy fridge and
a great “What should I choose chart?” at
h t t p : / / w w w. h e a l t h y f r i d g e . o rg /
choose.html

Diet Site
http://www.dietsite.com/ http://

www.dietsite.com/nutr/index.htm If you
are dieting or planning to, or are just plain
interested in the nutritional value of your
current diet,  give yourself an hour to get
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into this site. It analysis your diet, ana-
lyzes recipes, charts your progress, and
provides RDA requirements and nutri-
tional content of almost any food you eat.
This is a really comprehensive site. It also
includes sports nutrition, alternative nu-
trition, nutrition facts, and loads of infor-
mation. The diet analysis is just a small
part of this superb site.

Busy Cooks
http://busycooks.miningco.com/ The

Mining Company does it again with a one-
page Web guide to quick references for
recipes and food-related stuff on the Web.
Check this out if you aren’t too hungry
and have time to play. I specifically like
the Quick Complete Menus link.

There are hundreds of Web sites with
recipes. Many are homepages, commer-
cial sites set up by companies such as
Ragu and Nabisco, even a site dedicated
to “famous recipes” like Mrs. Fields cook-
ies and McDonalds secret sauce ( finding
a few good ones took a lot of time). I have
tried here to provide a varied list that al-
lows for expansion by exploring each
site’s links. Explore, have fun, and bon
appetite!
Besides teaching English in Hong Kong,
JACQUELINE COHEN is presently writing for a
restaurant guide to Hong Kong which includes
reviewing three restaurants a week. Look for
future articles on how to conduct successful
Internet searches and other Web site lists. If
there is a topic you are interested in seeing in
this column, e-mail Jacqueline at
JAQATAC@iname.com.

TidBITS  Continued from page 7

MORE TidBITS  Continued on page 13

Obtaining & Installing Mac
OS 8.6

Mac OS 8.6 is available in two forms: a
retail CD-ROM and a free online Mac OS
8.6 Update for Mac OS 8.5 owners. The
CD-ROM should be available shortly from
Apple for $99 (and at lower prices
fromother vendors); people who pur-
chased a computer with Mac OS 8.5 pre-
installed can obtain Mac OS 8.6 on CD-
ROM for $19.95 through Apple’s Mac OS
Up-To-Date program.

www.apple.com/macos/up-to-date/
Apple’s servers also offer the free Mac

OS 8.6 update, which will upgrade any
system running Mac OS 8.5 to Mac OS
8.6. The download is substantial, either
as a single 35 MB disk image or as a series
of 12 MacBinary segments. The Mac OS
8.6 Update is currently available only for
the North American English version of
Mac OS 8.5; localized versions should be

released in coming weeks.
til.info.apple.com/swupdates.nsf/artnum/
n11386

Installing the Mac OS 8.6 update is
straightforward: the installer offers no
custom installation options, so updating
from Mac OS 8.5 is an all-or-nothing
proposition. As with any installation of
system software, common sense dictates
that you perform a complete backup of
your system before installing Mac OS 8.6.
You should also disable any virus protec-
tion software and Norton CrashGuard (if
installed) before updating to Mac OS 8.6.

If you have an iMac you may need to
install the iMac firmware update before
installing Mac OS 8.6; the installer won’t
work if your machine’s firmware isn’t up
to date. The iMac firmware update will be
in the CD Extras folder on the retail Mac
OS 8.6 CD-ROM; the 1.2 MB update is
also available online from Apple for free.
In addition, if you have an Ultra Wide SCSI
card, you should check with the card’s
vendor before installing Mac OS 8.6; some
older cards need a firmware update to work
with Mac OS 8.6.

til.info.apple.com/swupdates.nsf/
artnum/n11177

Getting Ready for Team
Play

Some of the most important changes
in Mac OS 8.6 are invisible. Apple has
reimplemented some lower levels of the
Macintosh system software to support
full  symmetric multiprocessing. Current
applications run under Mac OS  8.6 with-
out any changes, but future applications
can take advantage of new multiprocess-
ing services to enhance their  performance
significantly on systems that have more
than one CPU chip.

Although Apple hasn’t made any of-
ficial announcements, it’s safe to assume
Apple didn’t engineer full multiprocessor
support into  the Mac OS solely to sup-
port the handful of older systems with
multiple processors. In coming months,
Apple is likely to announce new comput-
ers built around PowerPC G4 processors,
which have been  designed with both
single- and multi-processor systems in
mind.

Although I wouldn’t expect an iMac
with multiple processors anytime soon,
Apple is likely to offer multiprocessor sys-
tems at the  high end of the professional
and server lines. Mac OS X, built on  tech-
nologies acquired with NeXT, already sup-
ports symmetric  multiprocessing; now
applications developed for the Mac OS

will be able to take advantage of multipro-
cessor systems as well.

News You Can Use
Other changes in Mac OS 8.6 are more

obvious, including Sherlock 2.1, an en-
hanced version of the lauded search tool
that debuted with Mac OS 8.5. Sherlock 2.1
offers better support for SOCKS and proxy
servers (including the capability to limit the
number of network connections Sherlock
uses when connecting to Internet search
sites), and also offers a resizable Internet
panel, so users no longer have to use
ResEdit or apply patches to resize their list
of Sherlock plug-ins. Sherlock 2.1 uses the
Mac OS’s new built-in URL Access tech-
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Microsoft Operating System
Information

By Charles Bovaird

Operating Systems

I
f you have ever installed new hard
ware on your WIN95 system you
have visited the Control Panel via
START, Settings, Control Panel
route. After winding your way up,
down, and around the Control

panel you can usually find the item needed
to perform the required task.

Two operations I wanted to do fre-
quently were  (a) to determine how much
free space remained on my logical drives
and (b) what was the release level of vari-
ous software applications.

In my search I found a handy-dandy
program hidden in WIN95 that provided
more information than I wanted in a form
that was easy to use. That program is
Msinfo32.exe, the location of which you
can find using START, Find. Note: WIN98
has a Msinfo32.exe but the information
window displays are different than those
illustrated in this article.

Upon execution of Msinfo32 we get
the window “Microsoft System Infor-
mation” (Illustration 1) with the system
information displayed in Microsoft Ex-
plorer format. Behold, there were my ten
logical hard drives listed with their
available drive space I did note that the
windows version displayed was 4.0.

The real version/release level was 4.00.950
B obtained by clicking on START, Set-
tings, Control Panel, System.

Left click on “Printing”  (Illustration 2)
displayed the default printer and all the
printer drivers and their release levels.

Left click on “OLE Registration, Reg-
istry Settings” (Illustration 3) displayed
the release level of all the OLE compo-
nents in the system.

Left click on “Applications Run-
ning”  (Illustration 4) displayed all the
applications running.

Left click on “Registry Settings” un-
der Graphic Filters  (Illustration 5) dis-
played all the graphic filters available for
different file extensions like CGM,  JPEG,
EPS, etc.

Anyone wanting to become more fa-
miliar with the WIN95 operating system
should want to begin with Msinfo32 on
their own PC. Investigate the other op-
tions available in msinfo32 and discover
additional information about your WIN95
operating system.

 CHARLIE BOVAIRD is a longtime DACS director
and the trusty, tireless and unflappable
steward of the organiza,tion’s membership
database and treasury. You can e-mail Charlie
at aam@mags.net.

fIG. 1

fIG. 2

fIG. 3

fIG. 4

FIG. 5

Wanted !!!
Experienced MSCE as
Partners or Instructors
Operate a Danbury
based learning center
Please call 350-3038
 mmath@freewwweb.com
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MORE TidBITS Continued from page 11

nology to connect to the Internet, which
changes a few things about how Sherlock
communicates with remote servers. Most
existing Sherlock plug-ins will work with
Sherlock 2.1 with no changes.

 Sherlock’s Find By Content feature can
now index HTML and Acrobat  PDF files,
and you can use Finder labels to restrict
indexing either to items with a particular la-
bel or to all items except those with a par-
ticular label. In addition, a new contextual
menu item enables you to index a particular
folder: Control-click a folder, then choose
Index Selection from the contextual menu.

 Mac OS 8.6 also includes LaserWriter
8.6.5 and version 1.2 of the Desktop Printer
Utility. LaserWriter 8.6.5 is a significant up-
grade that supports logging both print jobs
and font utilization, enables you to set a
preference for using either Type 1 or
TrueType fonts, and can force fonts to be
downloaded to a printer. In addition,
LaserWriter 8.6.5 supports USB-based
PostScript printers, and Desktop Printer
Utility enables you to create desktop print-
ers for either USB printers or printers you
connect to over TCP/IP networks using the
LPR protocol. Finally, LaserWriter 8.6.5 sup-
ports secure printing connections with print

servers under AppleShare IP 6.1 or later
(although it obviously can’t prevent some-
one from reading your document while
rummaging through a printer’s output
tray).

 DVD-RAM support gets a boost in
Mac OS 8.6, enabling folks with DVD-
RAM drives to format DVDs as Mac OS
Standard (HFS), Mac OS Extended (HFS
Plus), Universal Disk Format (UDF), or
MS-DOS volumes. The MS-DOS option
is available only the first time you format a
DVD-RAM disk; subsequent formats must
use a Macintosh format or UDF. Starting
up from a DVD-RAM drive is not sup-
ported, so although you could install sys-
tem software to a DVD-RAM disk, it
wouldn’t do you much good.

 One under-the-hood addition I’m es-
pecially happy to see in Mac OS 8.6 is
URL Access, a low-level component that
allows programs to transfer information to
and from the Internet using HTTP or FTP.
I’ll look at putting URL Access to work in
an upcoming TidBITS issue.

Newly integrated, newly
tweaked

Mac OS 8.6 rolls in items that were pre-
viously available separately. Support for

FireWire and USB devices is now integrated
into the Mac OS installation, as is Game
Sprockets, a collection of libraries that help
game developers and better enable Macs to
support game controllers. Mac OS 8.6 also
includes Macintosh Runtime for Java 2.1.1,
although Apple recently released MRJ 2.1.2
to address several issues in earlier versions.
Mac OS 8.6 ships with QuickTime 3.0.2 but
does not include QuickTime 4.0; preview re-
leases are available from Apple.

h t t p : / / d b . t i d b i t s . c o m /
getbits.acgi?tbart=05326

http://www.apple.com/java/
h t t p : / / d b . t i d b i t s . c o m /

getbits.acgi?tbart=05368
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/
 A few items receive touch-ups in Mac

OS 8.6, including AppleScript 1.3.7 (which
fixes a few minor bugs and adds Navigation
Services capabilities, but doesn’t address
some long-standing issues) and the
AppleShare client. If you’re connected to an
AppleShare server that goes offline, the im-
age on 3D surfaces. The Graphing Calcula-
tor had gone essentially unchanged since
1994, but I still use it to demonstrate Macs—
and even occasionally to do math. Version
1.1 of Graphing Calculator adds some fun
features—I immediately pasted a photo of

MORE TidBITS  Continued on page 15
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Random Access

Instant replay:  May 1999
Bruce Preston, Moderator

Q. When I try to delete a folder in Win-
dows 95, I get an “Access Denied”
message.  How do I delete it?

A. There are several causes: a) if a file in
the folder is open, by an application
(including a system application or
process  as the print spooler) or
another user (if on a network), b) if
there is a hidden file, c) it is a system
folder (such as the Start Menu, or
Recycle Bin, d) if the file is on a
shared drive owned by another user
and you don’t have permission.

Q. I moved several files to a ZIP disk.  I
don’t have the disk anymore, and I
don’t have the files anymore either.
They aren’t in the Recycle Bin.
What happened?

A. A move is not the same as a delete.
Files only go into the Recycle Bin
when you delete them, and then only
when you delete them via a
Windows application.  (So if you do
it from a DOS Command window,
they aren’t put in the Recycle Bin.)
When you do a move, the file is
copied to the destination file, and
upon success, removed from the
original location without placing a
copy in the Recycle Bin.
(Background information: Deleting
a file from within Windows is the
same as moving the file to the
Recycle Bin; you have only one
copy of the file to work with.)  Next
time, COPY the file to the ZIP disk.

Q. We need a peer-to-peer network, and
want some sort of internal e-mail
system.  We have a web-site and can
get the mail sent there to one ma-
chine, we would like other ma-
chines to see it as well.

A. Take a look at http://
search.internet.com/ and do a
search on e-mail to get a list of about
130 e-mail systems reviews.  Many
of them are SMTP and POP3
servers, at prices from free for 5
mailboxes to several hundred for
several hundred.  Also, you might
take a look at a hardware solution at
h t t p : / / w w w. a t r o n i c s . c o m /
esspec.html at the Internet Access

2000 e-mail server which expands one
ISP mailbox (typically associated
with a domain name, such as
“xyz.com” into up to 250 local
mailboxes (such as
“sales@xyz.com”) on your intranet.
It works with any mail client, such as
Eudora, Outlook, Communicator, etc.

Q. When I get multiple attachments de-
livered to my AOL account, I can’t
get at the individual attachments.

A. AOL doesn’t deal with MIME
attachments (the Internet standard)
as AOL’s system was originally
written for a proprietary format.
There is a freeware add on utility,
“Aladin Expander” which can cure
the problem -save the .MIM files to
your hard drive, then drag and drop
them onto Aladin Expander which
will decode and display them.  Others
report that versions of WinZIP can
unpack them.

Q. I get a problem booting from my hard
disk.  I can boot from floppy.  I for-
matted the hard disk and re-installed
the operating system (DOS) - it still
doesn’t work.

A. Make sure that the partition on the drive
is set “active”.  Boot from floppy and
then run an anti-virus program to
make sure that the drive doesn’t have
a boot-sector virus.  Since your drive
is only a 250MB drive, it isn’t likely
to be a problem with an overlay
manager such as supplied by Seagate
and Maxtor.

Q. Is there any way in Windows to desig-
nate a file as being non-moveable so
as not to mess up the anti-duplica-
tion mechanism used by some ven-
dors?

A. Defragmentation utilities usually have
an option called “exclude” which can
be used to designate files that
shouldn’t be touched.  Some of them
know the commonly used files and
look for them.

Q. How do I insert a page break in
WordPad?

A. You can’t.  If you could, then people
would use it instead of purchasing

Word.  But seriously, we have tried
inserting the form-feed key (decimal
12, entered by holding down Alt and
then typing 0, 1, and 2 on the
keypad) doesn’t work.  The
character doesn’t show up in the
Character Map utility either.  We
created the character in NOTEPAD,
but couldn’t cut-and-paste it into
WordPad, as WordPad evidently
uses a different character set for
displaying on the screen and only
converts to text when it saves (as
.TXT) or prints.

Q. I have an old Epson printer that can’t
print continous vertical lines; they
have minute zigzags in them.  How
do I fix this?

A. First, make sure that you have the most
recent drivers—you can get them
from the Epson Website.  Check the
“utility” page in the properties box
to see if there is a head-alignment
tool.  Also, in the print dialog box
see if there is an option (usually
called “weave” or similar) which
controls the speed vs. quality trade-
off.  The speed option usually lets
the print head print bi-directionally,
i.e., it also prints as the head is
moved right-to-left.  The zigzag can
be cause by slack in the drive
mechanism—printing in only one
direction will reduce the impact of
the slack.

Q. I have an old 386 computer and
Quicken version 3.  Is there a way
that I can transfer files to Quicken
99?

A. Quicken 99 should be able to read the
files.  It probably will have to
“convert” the files to Quicken 99
format, but probably can’t convert
them back to version 3 format.

Q. I have a small business.  Should I use
Windows 98, Windows NT, or
Linux?

A. It depends on what you are going to
be doing with the computer(s).  If
you need common business appli-
cations and need to share some files,
then Windows 98 should be fine.  If
you need a large database, or have
security requirements, then maybe
Windows NT.  If you have high vol-
umes of transactions, and/or are
going to be developing a custom ap-
plication then perhaps Linux.
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BRUCE PRESTON is the president of West
Mountain Systems, a consultancy in
Ridgefield, CT, specializing in database
applications. A DACS director and
moderator of the Random Access sessions at
the general meetings, Bruce also leads the
Access SIG.

(Note: Linux is essentially Unix—
it  doesn’t normally have a graphi-
cal interface unless you add one
such as the Caldera shell.)  There
are “Office Suites” available for all
three levels of products.  Just re-
member, that as you move up in com-
plexity/power (with Windows 98
being the simplest) your needs for
technical support/expertise also
will increase.
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PCExpo
June 22-24

one of my cats over an oddly modulating
surface—so it’s once again a great tool for
showing off the Macintosh. Version 1.1
doesn’t offer all the capabilities of the com-
mercial edition of Graphing calculator, cur-
rently at version 2.2 and available for $50.
You can check out a demo at Pacific Tech’s
Web site.

http://www.pacifict.com/

Do You Need Mac OS 8.6?
 Any decision about upgrading to Mac

OS 8.6 is, of course, up to the individual. If
you need some of the  new features in Mac
OS 8.6 and aren’t fazed by downloading
many megabytes of data, Mac OS 8.6 should
be a safe decision. I’ve had few compatibil-
ity or stability problems while using Mac OS
8.6, and the price is right. On the other hand,
if none of Mac OS 8.6’s new capabilities ap-
peal to you and you’re happy with your cur-

rent system setup, don’t feel compelled to
upgrade right away—Mac OS 8.6 is a sig-
nificant and worthwhile refinement over
Mac OS 8.5 but doesn’t offer profound
new features.

Nonprofit, noncommercial publica-
tions may reprint articles if full credit is
given. Others please contact us. We don’t
guarantee accuracy of articles. Caveat
lector. Publication, product, and com-
pany names may be registered trademarks
of their companies.

This story was downloaded from the
May 10 issue of TidBITS
(www.tidbits.com), a free e-mail and Web
publication that covers the Macintosh
Internet community. You can reach Geoff
Duncan at geoff@tidbits.com. Copyright
1999 TidBITS Electronic Publishing. All
rights reserved.

Information: info@tidbits.com
Comments: editors@tidbits.com.
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SYSTEMS INCLUDE:  Intel BX Chipset System Board with 100Mhz Bus, 512KB Pipeline Burst
Cache, 32 MB PC-100 SDRAM, 4.3GB HDD, 4MB AGP SVGA, 3.5" FDD, 2 Serial Ports, 1 Parallel
Port, 2 USB Ports, 3 PCI Slots, 3 ISA Slots, 1Shared PCI/ISA Slot, 1 AGP Slot, Mid-Tower Case
with 9 Drive Bays and 220W Power Supply, 104 Key Windows 98 Keyboard, Microsoft Mouse.

Voice  forJoanie
Help give the gift of

speech
Call Shirley Fredlund

at 355-2611, ext.
4517

and become a

Voice for Joanie
volunteer.

PENTIUM II
266 MMX Notebook
DACS SPECIAL $1,895

32MB RAM
4GB HDD
3.5" FDD
24XCD-ROM
Battery
12.1" TFT Display
3D Sound
512K Cache
2MB 128bit VGA
2 PCMCIA Slots
TouchPad,
USB Port,
Win 98
Carrying Case
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AMSYS
  COMPUTER

900 Ethan Allen Hwy.
Ridgefield, CT 06877

203 431-1500 � www.amsys.net

Intel Pentium/Celeron 333 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache   $849
Intel Pentium/Celeron 366 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache     899
Intel Pentium/Celeron 400 Mhz CPU w/ 128K Cache     939
Intel Pentium II 350Mhz CPU              999
Intel Pentium II 400Mhz CPU            1,179
Intel Pentium III 450Mhz CPU            1,479
Intel Pentium III 500Mhz CPU            1,779

AMSYS PII Business System

Upgrade to 64MB 100Mhz SDRAM $ 69
Upgrade to 96MB 100Mhz SDRAM  129
Upgrade to 128MB 100Mhz SDRAM  199
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 6.4GB HDD    29
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 8.4GB HDD    69
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 10GB    99
Upgrade from 4.3GB to 13GB HDD  179
Add 32X CD-ROM    79
Add DVD ROM II (Instead of CD-ROM)  189
Add 100MB Internal ZIP Drive  109
Add 32-bit PCI Wavetable Sound Card    29
Add Speakers    18
Add Microsoft Office 97 Sm, Bus. Ed.  179

ACCESSORIES

June 1 � BeOS Operating System
June 22-24 � PCExpo, NY
July 6 � ONTRACK Data International, Data Protection Recovery
August 3 � Red Hat Linux


